
by Tom Sasvari
KAGAWONG—Among consid-
eration of other options to keep 
people from harming the wild-
life, fish, other species and hab-

itat at Bridal Veil Falls, Billings 
township council is going to 
take action to dissuade people 
from swimming at the falls.

“We are going to put up a no 
swimming sign at the falls, for 
sure,” stated Billings Mayor 
Bryan Barker, after a council 
meeting last week. “And we are 
looking at other options.” 

“Bridal Veil Falls is one of 
the biggest tourist attractions 
on the Island, and the biggest 
in our community, and we defi-
nitely do not want to prohibit 
people from it. The majority of 
the people in the community 
and visitors to the area are very 
responsible. It’s the couple of 
people that spoil it for everyone 
else.”

Chief Administrative Offi-
cer/Clerk Veronique Dion, in a 
report for council wrote, “Brid-
al Veil Falls became an area of 
concern following the discovery 
of a deceased turtle left on the 
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Champion fiddler Scott Woods and band at Little Current on Saturday...See Page 3

HARVEST GLORY—Manitoulin has a vibrant 4H Club and their spirit was in full evidence during the annual 
Manitowaning Fall Fair parade. See story on Page 16.
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Manitoulin Family 
Resources reports 
food bank use up, 
donations are down

by Tom Sasvari
MINDEMOYA—The overall 

number of users of the Manito-
ulin Family Resources (MFR) 
Food Bank has increased in the 
past year while donations have 
gone down significantly. This ap-
pears to be the result of increased 
costs for things like food, hous-
ing and transportation, and that 
many of those who have been 
able to donate food in the past can 
no longer afford to.

For 2023-2024, “the general 
theme is that the number of vis-
itors to the food bank are up, and 
donations are down,” said Vanes-

sa Glasby, food security program 
coordinator of MFR food bank. 
MFR has just released its 2023-
2024 Manitoulin Hunger Report. 
“We have seen a seven percent 
increase over the previous year 
and an increase of almost 50 
percent compared to pre-COVID 
times (2018-2019).” The numbers 
reveal food bank use is on the 
rise all across the country, in-
cluding Manitoulin. From April 
1, 2023 to March 31, 2024, the MFR 
food bank served a total of 4,588 
individuals (1,635 households). 
This represents a seven percent 

Little Current left without water 
as water treatment computer fails
by Alicia McCutcheon
LITTLE CURRENT—Little Cur-
rent residents were without 
potable water from Thursday 
morning to Saturday evening 
after a mechanical malfunction 
at the water treatment plant 
caused a drinking water adviso-
ry to be issued. 

Public Health Sudbury and 
Districts (PHSD) lifted the 
drinking water advisory for the 
residents in Little Current Sat-
urday evening when, “The bac-
teriological quality of the water 
supply has been tested with no 
adverse results being report-

ed,” said Burgess Hawkins, a 
manager in the Public Health’s 
Health Protection Division. 

At a committee of the whole 
meeting of the Northeast Town 
Thursday night, CAO Dave 
Williamson explained that the 
municipality was first alerted 
to the problem that morning 
when, at approximately 8:10 
am, residents began calling the 
town office with reports of hav-
ing no water.

Ontario Clean Water Agency 
(OCWA), which is contracted to 

by Margery Frisch
MANITOULIN—Europe is transfixed by 
the reality series ‘Race Around the World,’ 
and it was with great surprise that Leanne 
and Rob Beatty, owners of Mountain View 
Resort on Lake Manitou, discovered how 
the show benefitted them. 

‘Race Around the World’ began its debut 
in 2019. Much like the popular Amazing 
Race of the US and Canada, the program 
follows teams of two as they race to reach 
their final destination. Participants can 
use any means of transportation except air 
travel, and they are not allowed to use cell 
phones or credit cards but are given money 
in the amount of a one-way plane ticket to 
that final destination. It’s up to each team to 
work out the logistics. Season 3 was about 

racing from British Columbia to Newfound-
land, and episode 5 of the popular TV show 
had the contestants travelling from Thun-
der Bay to Manitoulin Island. 

“Actually,” said Leane Beatty, “it was 
somebody from Britain who originally 

called to book a reservation. I said, ‘How 
did you hear about us?’ And they said, 
‘we watch a show called ‘Trek around the 
World.’ They called it Trek around the 
World, but we learned it’s ‘Race Around the 
World.’ They said, ‘We heard about Mani-
toulin Island on that show and we’re very 
avid watchers of the show, and we wanted 
to check it out.’” And they were not alone. 
“We’ve also had guests come from France, 
and then some people from Austria and 
from Amsterdam,” Ms. Beatty recounted. 
All because of this show, originating in 
Great Britain, but airing throughout Eu-
rope and parts of India. 

 “No one seemed to know, on the Island, 

UK reality TV adventure series brings tourists to Island

EDITOR’s NOTE: Robinson-Huron Treaty celebrated the 
174th anniversary of its signing last weekend at an event 
hosted by the Sudbury-area First Nations. This series will 
examine and present the highlights of the large gathering.
Jacqueline M. St. Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
LIVELY—In a momentous event held at the An-
derson Farm Museum, the 174th anniversary of 
the Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850 was commem-
orated with a significant gathering that brought 
together members of the  21 treaty territory com-
munities. Co-hosted by Atikameksheng Anishi-
nawbek and Wahnapitae First Nation, this year’s 
gathering served as a vital platform for asserting 
Indigenous sovereignty, reflecting on ancestral 
wisdom and addressing critical issues related to 
land rights, economic development and cultural 
preservation.

The Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850, a crucial 
agreement between the British Crown and sev-
eral Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) bands, marked a piv-
otal moment in the history of Indigenous-settler 
relations in Canada. The Treaty, which hinged 
on language barriers to establish terms for land 

cession and compensation, has long been a source 
of contention and discussion among the Treaty 
communities. The recent Robinson Huron Treaty 
Settlement, which saw 21 First Nations in North-
eastern Ontario receive a landmark $10-billion 
payout for past annuities, has brought renewed 
focus on these historical agreements.

This year’s gathering follows this historic set-
tlement and was expected to attract over 1,000 
participants, including political leaders, Trea-
ty experts, and cultural figures over two days. 
Among the notable presenters was Anton Treuer, 
a distinguished Ojibwe scholar and Professor of 
Ojibwe at Bemidji State University, who has been 
at the forefront of advocating for Indigenous lan-
guage revitalization and cultural preservation. 
He also holds a PhD in History. 

Dr. Treuer’s presentation was marked by his 
powerful reflections on the connections between 
language, land, and sovereignty. “To access what 
our people understood—the Anishinaabe way 
of thinking—you need to access that through An-

Part I of a Series
Robinson Huron Treaty after 174 years

Keynote speaker stresses the importance of language

British couple saw Manitoulin on ‘Race Around the World’, liked what they saw

Swimming below Bridal Veil Falls 
faces possible ban by Billings council

Annual ‘Hunger Report’
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Jacqueline M. St.Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
WIIKWEMKOONG—Barbara Nolan, a cherished An-
ishinaabemowin language carrier and linguist orig-
inally from South Bay, Wiikwemkoong and who now 
lives in Garden River, is deeply committed to preserv-
ing her language and passing it on to the next gener-
ation. She recently embarked on a groundbreaking 
digital journey to teach Anishinaabemowin through 
animated videos.

For Ms. Nolan, the videos aren’t just about the lan-
guage; they’re about the joy of learning. She believes 
that people of all ages will find them enjoyable, al-
though they are primarily tailored for early learners 
and daycares.

Ms. Nolan had contemplated creating animated vid-
eos for some time, but it wasn’t until she crossed paths 
with Esbikenh, a teacher from a language immersion 
school in Bkejwanong (Walpole Island First Nation), 
that the project started to take shape. Esbikenh recog-
nized the potential of Barbara’s work and generously 
offered to assist her in producing the videos at no cost.

In January, Ms. Nolan began making trips to the Sar-
nia area to record her stories. With the help of a green 
screen, she envisioned herself speaking directly to the 

children, infusing each session with liveliness and fun.
Esbikenh and his team managed the entire produc-

tion process, including costumes, editing, creating an 
animated storyboard, and sending it off for full ani-
mation. The initial 10 videos were funded by the An-
ishinabek Nation, where Ms.Nolan serves as language 
commissioner, and additional videos are already in 
progress, thanks to support from Garden River Child 
and Family Services.

Ms. Nolan’s passion for teaching Anishinaabemowin 
dates back to her time as a child and family counsel-
or with the Huron Superior Catholic District School 
Board. At the now-closed St. Hubert’s Elementary 
School in Sault Ste. Marie, Anishinaabe students faced 
challenges in their French classes. A student’s simple 
question, “You speak the Anishinaabe language, why 
don’t you teach us?” transformed Ms. Nolan’s trajec-
tory. This led her to work with the school principal to 
develop an Anishinaabemowin curriculum, fueling her 
enduring dedication to teaching the language. 

For Ms. Nolan, the videos aren’t just about the lan-
guage; they’re about the joy of learning. She believes 
that people of all ages will find them enjoyable, al-

Anishinaabemowin language carrier embarks on groundbreaking animation series

Barb Nolan

Filmmaker and artist Shirley Cheechoo wins $50,000 Arts Molson Prize
by Michael Erskine
OTTAWA—Shirley Cheechoo, 
the acclaimed trailblazing Cree 
filmmaker who now makes 
her home in M’Chigeeng, was 
named as one of two Arts Mol-
son Prize winners by the Can-
ada Council for the Arts. Dr. 
Cheechoo, founder of both De-
bajehmujig Storytellers and 
Weengushk Film Institute 
(both based on Manitoulin Is-
land) joins writer and profes-
sor Christina Sharpe, who was 
named in the social sciences 
and humanities category.

In addition to laying the foun-
dations for two important Indig-
enous arts organizations, Dr. 
Cheechoo is renowned for being 
the first Indigenous woman to 
direct a dramatic feature film in 
Canada. 

Born in Eastmain, Quebec, 
Dr. Cheechoo has dedicated her 

career to amplifying Indigenous 
voices through the arts. Both 
the Weengushk Film Institute 
(along with the Weengushk In-
ternational Film Festival) and 
Debajehmujig Theatre Group 
foster “artistic expression 
and professional development 
among Indigenous peoples.”

Dr. Cheechoo notes that the 
most important thing she has 

learned her career is to stay the 
course. “One crucial lesson I’ve 
learned in my journey is never 
giving up on your dreams,” she 
said. “You might find that what 
you initially thought was your 
purpose in life changes as you 
grow and evolve. This is a nat-
ural part of life. Keep dreaming, 
setting goals and embracing the 
paths that are open to you, even 
if some dreams must be let go.”

“My personal and profes-
sional journey has been about 
taking bold leaps, especially in 
the arts—a field that resonated 
deeply with my spirit,” noted 
the storied filmmaker. “When 
I started taking risks, I relied 
solely on my determination and 
the hope that my work would 
eventually be recognized. It was 
a daunting path, filled with un-
certainties and challenges, yet 
driven by a deep-seated belief 

in the power of art to connect 
and heal. This relentless cre-
ativity and self-belief journey 
finally paid off when my artistic 
expressions began to capture 
attention. It confirmed that pas-
sion and persistence can illumi-
nate the darkest paths, even in 
adversity.”

“Taking risks has allowed me 
to share my voice and heritage 
and affirmed the importance 
of art in bridging cultures and 
healing communities,” contin-
ued Dr. Cheechoo. “It’s a testa-
ment to the idea that the world 
eventually takes notice when 
you commit to your true path.”

Shirley Cheechoo

by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—The Anchor Inn played host 
to a retirement party for 30-year veteran OPP of-
ficer Patricia Smith. The Anchor Inn’s bar side 
was packed with well-wishers that included col-
leagues, family and friends and highlighted a side 
of law enforcement officers that too few members 
of the public have an opportunity to witness.

Ms. Smith was feted by those who knew her 
best after her 30 years in public service and the 
laughter and tears that filled the room highlight-
ed the great esteem with which the police officer 
is held.

Marie Ford, herself a recently retired OPP offi-
cer, acted as master of ceremonies for the event 
and set up the party with the able assistance of 
her partner Steve Redmond (also a retired OPP 
officer).

Ms. Ford provided a brief bio of her friend at the 
start of the party. “She worked the road and did 
considerable amount of community service, in-
cluding teaching young children,” said Ms. Ford. 
“She married the love of her life, Dan in 1997, An-
drew was born in 1999, Abby in 2010 and Amy in 
2008. I can personally attest to how it would shat-
ter Patty, whenever she had to leave Dan and the 
kids. In fact, one year, when we were all and told 
(of course probably illegal) now to go to Caledonia 
for a week—we both cried all the way down and 
got to our accommodations.”

“Is that not true?” she asked Ms. Smith.
Ms. Ford recalled Ms. Smith as an “incredible 

recruit. In fact, she was so good, Manitoulin did 
not have another recruit for 50 years.”

The master of ceremony went on to recall her 
own first day at the Gore Bay detachment. “I had 
recently transferred to Manitoulin from Nap-
panee and I was sitting in the Gore Bay detach-
ment—I’m fairly sure I was crying because I was 
in the middle of nowhere,” said Ms. Ford. “And 
Patty, her cheery little self, came in and said, ‘hi,’ 
introducing herself and I instantly felt better. Pat-
ty and I connected, and we have been inseparable 
ever since. In fact, I think we are sisters.”

The evening proceeded in much the same vein, 
with testimonials pouring in from all sides.

In 2007, Ms. Smith “went upstairs to the crime 
unit,” recalled Ms. Ford. “She literally went up-

stairs. The only crime unit in the province with 
a bathtub.”

It was there that the detective went on to be-
come known as “the master of murders, the 
sultan of sexual assault.” Going on to conduct 
investigations across the region, Ms. Smith was 
much more than an investigator, said Ms. Ford. 
“She did far more, she was integral in treating 
the victim services in our area, training them in 
the area of intimate, partner, violence and sexu-
al assault. She did presentations at conferences 
and also trained the entire cluster of trauma-in-
formed, investigators, all while taking on the odd 
murder investigation,” said Ms. Ford.

“More importantly, how she became the biggest 
advocate of victims of crime,” continued Ms. Ford. 
“She soon became our abuse issues coordinator 
and was invaluable in providing assistance to of-
ficers conducting interviews and making sure the 
integrity of these cases was not compromised.” 
A mark of “good job” on the action reports re-
viewed by Ms. Smith became one of the hall-
marks of a career. Those notes would be “a little 

LITTLE CURRENT—Canadian fiddle champion Scott Woods is no 
stranger to Manitoulin having packed houses in previous visits to 
the Island. This year is proving to be no exception, as tickets are 
going fast for Mr. Woods’ ‘Yee Haw’ show coming to the Northeast 
Manitoulin and the Islands Recreation Centre in Little Current at 
7 pm on Saturday, September 14.

Mr. Woods has topped the podium at both the Canadian Open 
Fiddle Contest and the Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling Cham-
pionship and has been named Canadian Fiddle Entertainer of the 
Year. He also has been bestowed the Canadian Grand Masters Fid-
dlers Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

The ‘Yee Haw’ title of his latest show plays homage to 
that iconic country music program of a similar name and 
combines the same wholesome family-friendly-style rep-
ertoire bringing to the stage traditional Canadian coun-
try music, Gospel, stepdancing and family-friendly humour. 
Costumes and antics augment Mr. Wood’s famous trick fiddling. 

Popular Canadian fiddle champion 
coming to Manitoulin September 14

30-year OPP Detective Patricia Smith feted at retirement party

by Tom Sasvari
MINDEMOYA—While the 
weather conditions were cold 
and windy, those participating 
in the annual Ontario Provin-
cial Police (OPP) Tour de Force 
Heroes in Life Cycling Series 
this past Saturday on Manito-
ulin were filled with gratitude 
and honour to be recognizing 
the memory of all those fallen 
officers for making the ultimate 
sacrifice in the line of duty.

“The annual Tour de Force 
Ride recognizes those fallen of-
ficers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice,” said Derek Needham 

of the OPP, at the opening cere-
monies held at the Mindemoya 
arena. He read off the names of 
the fallen officers in the Ontar-
io Northeast and Northwest re-
gion area, which included Marc 
Hovingh, a Manitoulin OPP 
detachment Constable. “It is 
so great to see Lianne Hovingh 
and her daughter here today for 
this ceremony.”

Piper Iain McGale, a conser-
vation officer with the Minis-
try of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF) on Manitou-
lin Island performed ‘Amazing 

Tour de Force in Life cycle series a success

Murray Matheson (Patricia Smith’s father), left, was 
honoured to present Ms. Smith with her retirement badge, 
after having presented her with her badge following her 
graduation from police college, thereby bookending the 
OPP officer’s 30-year career. Joining Ms. Smith in the 
presentation are her childhood best friend Shelley Watt 
and Ms. Smith’s son Andrew Smith.

photo by Michael Erskine

Zhiibaahaasing FN water operator 
Jonathan Riberdy wins national award
by Tom Sasvari
ZHIIBAAHAASING—Jonathan 
Riberdy not only received a 
national recognition for his ef-
forts in providing water to the 
community of Zhiibaahaasing 
First Nation despite several 
obstacles, but he also provided 
some very good news for the 
community recently last week.  
“Jonathan Riberdy has taken a 
stressful and sometimes impos-
sible-feeling situation and has 
used it to spread the word on 
the importance of water opera-
tors, especially in First Nation 
communities,” a Water Canada 
citation noted as he was pre-
sented with the 2024 Operator of 
the Year Award by Water Can-

ada this past August. “Sit with 
him for a moment or two and 
he’ll share with you his dreams 
and aspirations to inspire the 
next generation in water. He’s 

Jonathan Riberdy

...continued on page 8
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“who dares not offend cannot be honest”

One Manitowaning Road
opinion

editorial

The answer to the age-old politically-charged question of “guns or 
butter” rarely falls on the guns side of the ledger. There is no ques-
tion. When it comes to making a decision on whether to spend mon-
ey on defence or on maintaining (or enhancing) public services and 
the economy the more popular decision is to go with the latter. Sim-
ply put, there are mover votes to be mined in that realm.

But the new world order, where our Russian neighbours to the 
north have adopted a new and more bellicose approach to solving 
disputes, the argument for more defence spending becomes much 
stronger.

Sometimes, political decisions must run counter to the political 
tide. But the truth is that those decisions do not always have to 
stand as a complete dichotomy.

Canada is under increasing pressure from our allies to up our na-
tion’s game when it comes to military spending—with the oft-tout-
ed defence spending goal of two percent of gross national product. 
The current Liberal government has committed to meeting that 
goal by 2032. We need to move faster.

Currently, we have very little presence (or national investment) 
in the Canada’s far North, miniscule when compared to that of our 
Russian neighbours. Yet even though much of our nation’s eco-
nomic future is inextricably bound up in that region, our collective 
eyes are steadfastly focussed in the south.

By building the infrastructure needed to access the North we can 
extend our nation’s sovereignty over what is widely anticipated to 
be “the next big thing” in trade—the fabled Northwest Passage.

Complacency over the defence of our nation’s Northern territo-
ries comes at the peril of losing control over a region Canadians 
have always just “naturally” believed to be ours. Not everyone in 
the world agrees. If a nation is unable to enforce its sovereignty 

over its territory, that territory is inevitably lost to those who can.
Currently, the trade juggernaut of China has partnered with Rus-

sia in pacts looking to the opening of the Northwest Passage. Al-
ready ships are plying those waters as a shortcut to markets across 
the globe and their numbers are projected to increase exponential-
ly as global warming opens the ice pack for ever-longer periods of 
time.

In the desperate days of the Second World War the US Corps of 
Army Engineers embarked upon what is considered one of the most 
expensive projects of the Second World War, coming in at a cost of 
approximately $185 million in 1942 dollars. The project took some 
11,000 soldiers and engineers, about 16,000 civilians and employed 
7,000 pieces of equipment. The original pioneer road was completed 
in 1942, taking just nine months to connect Dawson Creek to Del-
ta Junction, Alaska—by 1943 Northern military outposts could be 
reliably supplied across what would become known as the Alaska 
Highway.

But it was in 1948 when the highway opened to civilian use that 
the economic benefits began to flow south.

By building a “military” road into Canada’s North, our nation 
could easily meet the NATO benchmark, while at the same time 
creating jobs and economic opportunities for generations to come. 
Being able to reliably reach the far North by road and rail will also 
bolster our claim to the vast riches contained within.

Certainly, that infrastructure must be built in such a manner 
as to have the least impact on the pristine wilderness that is the 
vast reaches of the North and be done in as environmentally sound 
manner as possible—but if we want to continue to call those re-
gions part of Canada it not only should be done, it must.

Canada’s Arctic should be focus of increased defence spending

by Michael Erskine
OTTAWA—NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh 
announced in a social media post on Sep-
tember 4 that he was terminating the sup-
ply-and-confidence agreement that has 
helped provide stability to the current Lib-
eral minority government.

“Justin Trudeau has proven again and 
again he will always cave to corporate 
greed. The Liberals have let people down. 
They don’t deserve another chance from 
Canadians,” Mr. Singh said in the video. 
“There is another, even bigger battle ahead. 
The threat of Pierre Poilievre and Conser-
vative cuts. From workers, from retirees, 
from young people, from patients, from 
families—he will cut in order to give more 
to big corporations and wealthy CEOs.”

The Liberals were caught somewhat off-
guard by the announcement as the NDP 
sent a note to the governing party seven 
minutes prior to the social media post go-
ing live—despite the NDP having planned 
the move two weeks prior, according to the 
Prime Minister’s Office.

“These are the things that we’re focused 
on,” said Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
upon learning of the surprise move, adding, 
“I’ll let others focus on politics. I really hope 
the NDP stays focused on how we can deliv-
er for Canadians, as we have over the past 
years, rather than focusing on politics.”

Manitoulin is currently represented 
by a member of the federal NDP Party. 
The Expositor reached out to Algoma-Ma-
nitioulin-Kapuskasing (AMK) MP Carol 
Hughes for comment on her leader’s move.

“The agreement was always about get-
ting things done on the issues that con-
cerned Canadians wanted their govern-
ment to take action on, and to show what 
a truly progressive party could achieve if 
given the chance,” noted AMK MP Hughes. 
“The NDP proved it could be done and 
we’re very proud of what we achieved, like 
dental care, pharmacare, investments in 
affordable housing and co-development of 
the Urban, Rural and Northern Aborigi-
nal Housing Strategy, anti-scab legislation, 
implementation of the Canada Disability 
Benefit, increased Canada Student Loans, 
affordable child care, to name a few.” 
But when it came to remaining in the 
agreement until it was dated to expire, Ms. 
Hughes said, “we felt that the deal had run 
its course and that, while there is still com-
mon ground between our parties, we can 
address challenges on a case-by-case basis.”

Ms. Hughes emphasized that the end of 
the deal does not mean an election is neces-

sarily imminent. “This does not mean that 
Parliament is falling,” she said. “It means 
that the government must work harder to 
find consensus with parliamentarians to 
get things done for our constituents. New 
Democrats are proud of the leadership we 
have shown in leading the way to help Ca-
nadians and hope that, even without an 
agreement, the government will recognize 
the need to work with us to continue to ad-
vance progressive change to improve the 
lives of Canadians.”

Nickel Belt MP Marc Serré, whose riding 
has now expanded to encompass Manitou-
lin after Ms. Hughes’ riding was eliminated 
in the redistribution that saw Algoma-Man-
itoulin-Kapuskasing and who will be con-
testing the seat in the next election cycle 
(due in 2025, but now possibly taking place 
earlier should the minority government 
fall), also weighed in on the question.

“It’s disappointing that the NDP chose to 
play politics by ending the confidence agree-
ment,” said Mr. Serré. “In these changing 
times I want to reaffirm my commitment 
to advancing progressive and positive pol-
icies. I’ll keep fighting for real benefits and 
solutions for the people of Nickel Belt and 
all Canadians. We must recognize that crit-
ical programs like dental care and phar-
macare, which were established through 
this agreement, may now be at risk. These 
initiatives are making a real difference in 
the lives of Nickel Belt residents and across 
Northern Ontario and it would be shame 

for them to be jeopardized.”
Mr. Serré said that he will remain sup-

portive of the Liberal government’s “con-
sistent plan and proven efforts in driving 
green economies, creating jobs, building 
housing, tackling affordability and so-
cial challenges all while showcasing the 
strengths of Northern Ontario regions.”

The MP noted the end of the agreement 
will make things somewhat more difficult, 
but he remained hopeful that progress can 
be made. “The upcoming House of Commons 
sessions will undoubtedly be challenging,” 
he said. “We can’t let this situation empow-
er the opposition, who prioritizes political 
gain over Canadians’ real needs, seeking to 
cut essential services people rely on. Let’s 
remember that in 2021, Canadians elected 
a minority government, signaling a clear 
desire for parties to cooperate and work to-
gether. They want solutions, action and re-
sults. I hear from community members who 
reject American-style politics built on petty 
arguments, misinformation and personal 
attacks. I’ll keep working at the grassroots 
level, collaborating with municipal leaders, 
Indigenous communities, business groups, 
and people throughout the riding to ensure 
their voices are heard.”

Although the end of the agreement does 
inject a certain amount of uncertainty into 
the timing of the next federal election, there 
are a number of factors that could keep the 
Liberals in power through to 2025.

First off, the NDP (which unlike the other 
two main federal parties is closely linked 
to its provincial namesakes), is currently 
fighting three provincial elections due to go 
to the ballot box in October—in British Co-
lumbia and Nova Scotia on October 19 and 
Saskatchewan on October 28, stretching re-
sources on the ground in those provinces.

The governing Liberals may also man-
age to strike deals on a case-by-case basis 
with the NDP or the other opposition par-
ty, the Bloc Quebecois, whose leader Yves-
François Blanchet has announced his party 
has compiled a list of items benefiting Que-
bec that will guide his party’s response to 
any confidence motion.

Progressive Conservative Leader Pierre 
Poilievre has made it clear that his party 
will be introducing confidence motions at 
the earliest convenience to enable a “car-
bon tax” election. Mr. Poilievre has made it 
clear his party will revoke the carbon tax 
imposed by the Liberal government but has 
not indicated what his party will do in or-
der to meet Canada’s international obliga-
tions on climate change.

Federal NDP pull plug on pact with the governing Liberals

Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing MP Carol 
Hughes and NDP leader Jagmeet Singh on the 
Little Current waterfront.
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Raising a barn on Barrie Island-Summer of 1948
by John C. Carter  
and Robert C. Lane
Introduction: It was all a positive re-
action to the COVID epidemic—not 
in the sense of getting the disease, 
but in what it allowed him to do. Bob 
Lane decided that while he was house 
bound, he would write a history of his 
life on Barrie Island, Manitoulin Is-
land, and share it with his family mem-
bers. Bob asked me to look at it. In my 
review, I came across the following 
fascinating part of his story about a 
barn raising bee that he was involved 
in as a young boy. He acted as a ‘pole 
rider.’ We often think of such descrip-
tions coming from the mid-19th centu-
ry narratives and histories, but in this 
case, it was an event almost a century 
later in the 1940s.

The Story: “The last barn 
raised on Barrie Island, was 
built on the Montgomery Farm 
at lot 9, concession 6. That was 
in the summer of 1948, when I 
was 10 years old. The previous 
barn had been struck by light-
ning and burned to the ground, 
requiring it to be replaced by 
then owner Emma Noble (sister 
of Lila Montgomery).”

“Alan Montgomery was un-
educated but could frame a 
barn better than anyone else I 
ever saw. He also framed the 
last barn built on our farm at 
lot 6, concession 5 as well, but 
it was just an implement shed 
and easier to erect. On the 

day of the barn raising, about 
15 guys along with pike poles 
showed up. There were a cou-
ple of teams of horses, one team 
that probably belonged to Alan. 
Alan had everything cut out to 
fit, lying in piles, marked so it 
would be known what beam 
went where. A number of pegs 
(or treenails) had been made 
using squared blocks of wood, 
which were driven through a 
flat metal plate, making round 
pegs all the same size. These 
were then sharpened with an 
axe, so they could be driven into 
the pre-drilled holes made by a 
two-handled beam auger.

As I recall, sides were assem-
bled first on the ground and 
the pegs holding them together 
were pounded in using a “wid-
ow maker” (or a beetle/com-
mander). This was a homemade 
sledgehammer made from a 
block of wood with a small tree 
trunk used for a handle. There 
were different sizes of these 
sledges or mauls, because it 
was more difficult to pound the 
beam over the tenon of the up-
right beams than it was install-
ing the pegs. The braces had 
to be installed by hand as the 
frame was assembled because 
they are not fastened; just fric-
tion fit.

When the sides were assem-
bled, the teams were hooked to 
them, and the men then lifted 
the upper end from the ground 
and raised it as high as they 
could reach. The framing was 
going over a stable, so the bot-
tom of the frame was already on 
the edge of the concrete founda-
tion. After the upper plate was 
lifted as high as possible, the 
pike poles were used until they 
reached as high as they could. 
The horse then pulled the sides 
upright, where they were held 
in place by ropes. Both sides 
had to go up before the ends.

When the ends were assem-
bled on the ground, the same 
procedure was followed, but it 
was necessary to have someone 
up at the top to install the braces 
as the end and side came togeth-
er. The braces, the same as on 

the sides, were friction fit. I, be-
ing the lightest in weight, then 
rode the plate up and placed 
the braces, as well as installing 
the pegs to hold them. It made 
me feel important. Someone on 
a ladder would have installed 
the lower braces and pegs. The 
purline plate was more difficult 
as it had to be raised by the men 
with ropes working off the cross 
beams. 

Lunch was served at noon, 
and plates were piled high with 
homemade food. Usually there 
was a contest as to who could 
eat a whole pie after consuming 
an enormous meal!

As I recall, the barn went 
up in a day, but it had taken 
weeks of work for Alan to cut all 
the beams to size. That barn, I 
think, had mill sawn beams, but 
our home barn, built in 1904, 
had hand hewn beams. These 
had been squared by hackers 
and hewers. The hacker would 
stand on top of a log raised on 
something. He would have a 
double-bladed axe and would 
strike down on the side of the 
log, hacking off large chips. The 

men hewing would be standing 
on the ground with a shorter 
handled hewing or broad axe, 
chopping straight down and 
straightening the side as he re-
moved the chips opened up by 
the hacker. The two men would 

be facing each other chopping 
in sequence and it has been said 
that, if one of them broke the 
sequence, he was in danger of 
having his handle cut off. I nev-
er saw that happen. Two good 
men were a little slower than a 

sawmill, but not much. I had a 
broad axe and framers’ drill but 
have never used them.

After the framing was com-
pleted, the rafters were in-
stalled, then the roof sheeting 
and the roof surface, which I 
believe was metal. The wall 
covering or sheeting were pine 
boards nailed to the frame. The 
finished structure measured 
36’x60.’

Alan Montgomery eventual-
ly became the owner. It is now 
owned by Murray Montgomery, 
a grandson of the barn builder, 
and is still used to this day. It 
certainly is a wonderful testa-
ment to its builder Alan Mont-
gomery and the group which 
assembled to raise the barn, all 
those many years ago.

Thanks so much, Bob, for 
writing down your remem-
brances and sharing them. 
They are truly part of an often 
forgotten chapter of ‘Haweater 
History,’ one which can now 
be enjoyed by all when reading 
this article.
*Dr. John C. Carter is an award-win-
ning author/historian living in East 
York and Sauble Beach, Ontario. He 
has presented his illustrated barn pre-
sentation on several occasions at the 

Gore Bay Museum. Bob Lane was 
born and grew up on Barrie Island. He 
is a retired insurance adjuster, and he 
and his wife Debbie now live in Kings-
ville, Ontario.

Special to the Expositor

Barn raisings were community events, as seen in this 1910 J. James 
photograph of a barn near Chatsworth, Ontario.

photo provided by Grey Archives/Grey Roots, Owen Sound.

The Montgomery barn on Barrie 
Island. Photo taken in the summer 
of 2023.

photo by Bob Lane

The Artists of Georgian Bay is a limited-edition book 
featuring several of Manitoulin’s favourite artists
by Margery Frisch
GEORGIAN BAY—’The Artists 
of Georgian Bay’ is a beautiful, 
hard-cover book of 120 pages 
with 320 examples of the work 
of 41 artists. The official book 
launch took place at the Craig 
Gallery in Meaford on Sunday, 
September 8 and many of the 
artists featured in the book 
were there. The small gallery 
was packed with many books 
being sold and signed by the art-
ists in attendance. Glen Loates 
was continually in a crowd, 
clamoring for autographs.  

Andrea Hillo designed and 
published this book of artists, 
but it is not her first. She has 
been creating beautiful books 
of art for the past 12 years. In 
2012, she came up with the idea 
to create a book of the artists of 

Algonquin. To hear her tell her 
story is to listen to a remarkable 
series of serendipitous events 
leading up to these magnifi-
cent books which are a delight 
to the eye. An example of good 
fortune with her first compila-
tion was when she said to one 
of the artists in the Algonquin 
area, ‘If only I could get Robert 
Bateman to write the foreword 
for this book.’ ‘Oh, I know Bob, 
let me ask him for you.’ And, 
just like that, she had an enthu-

siastic Robert Bateman’s full 
support of the book (along with 
his penned foreword).

‘The Artists of Georgian 
Bay’ is Ms. Hillo’s fifth such 
book. “This one was done a lit-
tle differently,” she explained, 
“because of the vastness of the 
area, and the fact that many 
artists come to vacation in this 
area, I’ve included some artists 
from the States and other parts 
of Canada.” This book includes 
a foreword by renowned wild-

life artist Glen Loates, whose 
work is also featured. There’s 
a tribute to Mr. Loates, by Rob-
ert Bateman and a tribute, by 
the publisher, to Orillia-area 
artist David Beckett, who sad-
ly passed away before the book 
went to print. 

A book of Georgian Bay art-
ists would be remiss if it did not 
include Manitoulin’s own Ivan 
Wheale and Duncan Pheasant. 
Rest assured; they are in the 
book. “What can I say, just to 

be included with these fantastic 
artists is a feather in my cap,” 
said Mr. Pheasant, “the book is 
great, and there I am amongst 
them, very honoured indeed.” 

Several artists who frequent 
Manitoulin Island and whose 
work is often seen at the Periva-
le Gallery are featured in this 
book as well – Mark Hope, Jay 
Favot, Barry Bowerman, Lee 
Munn and Cathy Boyd. Ms. 
Boyd, of Midland, was happy 
to be chosen and included with 
many renowned artists. “I think 
it’s good for my portfolio. It’s an 
honour to be asked to be in the 
book. You know, you work so 
hard to reach a certain level, 
and if you’re good enough to be 
in the book, then that in itself is 
a compliment.” Ms. Boyd would 
have liked to attend the book 
launch in Meaford, “But, it’s 
too far for me to drive,” she ex-
plained. “I go up to Manitoulin 
two or three times a year and 
that’s a heck of a long drive!” 
she added with a laugh.

‘The Artists of Georgian Bay’ 
is available at the Perivale Gal-
lery and from any of the artists 
featured in it. A stunning art 
book as this would make a won-
derful Christmas present for 
that art lover in your life.

Andrea Hillo, creator and producer of the Artists series.

The official book launch of ‘The 
Artists of Georgian Bay’ took place 
on September 8th, 2024.

The first bent goes up! Photo of an undated barn raising near Thamesford, 
Ontario.

photo by Tom Dennison.
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PROVIDENCE BAY — Alexia Hannigan

Alexia here with your friendly fall fly! Can you 
feel it? That chill in the air, this time of year is tru-
ly my favourite when the leaves change colour and 
the air turns crisp. Whenever September 11 comes, 
I recall of a lot of profound emotions. The day the 
earth stood still, 9/11. Everyone remembers where 
they were and what they were doing. I was working 
at Bally Total Fitness back then as a Program Di-
rector in their brand new flagship location, in the 
heart of downtown Toronto at the Eaton’s Centre. 
My colleagues, patrons and I watched in disbelief as 
the smoke and chaos from ground zero in NYC was 
televised. We were all told to finish our business for 
the day and go home to our families. Shortly after 
I went home, there were news reports of the Pen-
tagon being under attack and I thought that was it 
for all of us. I obsessively started stock-piling food 
and water. I think that was the second time I became 
very aware of my own mortality. The first time be-
ing when I cared for my ailing mother in France, 
who’s health became ravaged by bone cancer. I was 
21 when she passed and that was my first of many 
game changers. We all have them. Those life altering 
ah-ha and ‘holy hawberry’ moments when we recog-
nize how important it is to enjoy the small gifts in 
life, that there really is no better time than the pres-
ent and that we must not take anything for granted, 
ever. To always stop to smell the roses and eat the 
cake. Why? Because life is hard, the pendulum and 
balance that holds us firm and steady can suddenly 
tip and topple at any given moment. There will al-
ways be winters of discontent that are, rest assured, 
followed by springs of renewal, intent reflection and 
quiet reprieve. To every living thing, there is a sea-
son. As we enter the season of gratitude and grace, 
Providence Bay residents and businesses breathe a 
sigh of elation, emphatically giving thanks and tak-
ing a bow for the successes, the new legacies and les-
sons learned of another incredible, busy and bounti-
ful summer ‘down by the bay.’ Well done!

Here’s what’s happening: Providence Bay Arena 
and Fairgrounds: Family Rec Nite continues Friday 
nights from 7-9 pm through September. Drop-in and 
join the fun! Drop in to play pickleball, badminton, 
basketball, cornhole, ping pong and air hockey with 
friends, family and neighbours.

Fall Market: Central Manitoulin Market invites 
you to the Fall Market at the Providence Bay Arena 
on Saturday, October 19 from 10 am to 3 pm, over 60 
vendors all under one roof! Will be awesome! 

Providence Bay Hall: Exercise class is Fridays, 
adults age 55+ is from 10:30 to 11:30 am with a Sep-
tember 20 start for a 12-week program. For informa-
tion call Alison, 705-377-5726 or email her at asloss@
centralmanitoulin.ca.

Spring Bay/Providence Bay Lions Club golf tour-
nament and fundraiser, 50/50 draw, silent auction, 
contests and prizes! Dinner, golf and fun all for a 
great cause. It is happening on Saturday, September 
21 at the Brookwood Brae Golf course (tee-off at 8:30 
am) for more information contact chris_bryan84@
outlook.com or 705-348-0493.

Lions Bottle Drive: Drop off your empties next to 
the arena for a good cause. This helps keep our town-
ship clean and helps us give back to the community.

Providence Bay Community of Christ Church: 
Sunday service at 10:30 am; Youth Group meet ups 
are Wednesdays at 6 pm as of September 18.

Providence Bay Curling Club: Interested in learn-
ing about ice maintenance? Visit https://curlingi-
nontario.ca and sign up for the Ice Tech Assistant 
Course on October 26 from 8 am to 4 pm at the Es-
panola Curling Club. 

The Heavens: September is packed with exciting as-
tronomical events including a partial Lunar eclipse, 
Saturn at opposition, a full harvest super moon on 
Tuesday, September 17 and the autumn equinox on 
Sunday, September 22. The word equinox means 
equal night, meaning night and day are roughly the 
same amount of time. Equinox marks the start of the 
fall season in the Northern Hemisphere. The comet 
Tsuchinshan-ATLAS will reach perihelion, and vis-
it the inner Solar System, it’s closest to the sun at 
36 million miles (58m kms) on Friday, September 27 
followed by its closest approach to Earth on October 
12. So, keep your eye to the sky! 

The Horses: check the Manitoulin Horse Enthusi-
asts Club Facebook page for upcoming events.

Providence Bay Boardwalk and Discovery Centre: 
That’s a wrap! Sunset Music series is finished for the 
season, thank you to all the incredible talent who 
graced our sunset series stages and to Lance who 
brought music to the masses. 

The Discovery Centre had a fun season and run 
thanks to Tom, Jacob and Garrett, wishing you all 
a great year ahead! Lance and crew worked their 
hides off keeping everyone well-fed and watered, 
thank you all! Huron Island Time will remain open 
through the early fall season. Be sure to drop by for 
a smoothie, ice cream, sweet and savoury food and 
Island souvenirs! Stroll along the beach and board-
walk. enjoy the spectacular views along Lakes Hu-
ron and the Mindemoya River. Be sure to visit our 
local eateries and cafes for some good eats, great in-
spiration and good company before they all close for 
the season.

Mentions: Sending happy and healing prayers 
and vibes to Christine Lee McNaughton. You are a 
strong, unrelenting spirit! Happy Birthday to Pam 
at the Post Office, to Auntie Sharon Gilchrist. Miig-
wetch to M’Chigeeng and sponsors for hosting and 
organizing an incredible powwow. Thank you, Jen-
nifer and Matt, for getting the kids where they need 
to go this season. Thank you, Sharon Dewar, for 
lending us the awesome hand-pulled wagon we used 
in the parade and we will incorporate it into our 
Harvest Glory Days/scarecrow decorum and for the 
scarecrow assembling tips. Now is a great time to get 
a handle on the broomsticks and hay bales. If you 
need to repurpose anything you can check out Trea-
sures in Mindy, local yard sales or the Providence 
Bay Transfer Station at 4077 Government Road. The 
hours are Thursday and Saturday from 1 to 5 pm 
(September long weekend to May long weekend).

Every act of kindness, no matter how small, can 
make a difference.

The Scarecrow of Oz
“ There was a great cornfield beyond the fence, 

and not far away she saw a Scarecrow, placed high 
on a pole to keep the birds from the ripe corn. Dor-
othy leaned her chin upon her hand and gazed 
thoughtfully at the Scarecrow. Its head was a small 
sack stuffed with straw, with eyes, nose, and mouth 
painted on it to represent a face. An old, pointed 
blue hat, that had belonged to some Munchkin, was 
perched on his head, and the rest of the figure was a 
blue suit of clothes, worn and faded, which had also 
been stuffed with straw. On the feet were some old 
boots with blue tops, such as every man wore in this 
country, and the figure was raised above the stalks 
of corn by means of the pole stuck up its back.” 

- L. Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

KAGAWONG — Team Fergmeijer

Set phasers to pun! September 8 was Star Trek Day 
and Team Fergmeijer can’t help but reverse polarity 
and celebrate. We know the puns are a bit out there 
this week, but what can we say, we have a one Trek 
mind. When it comes to puns, we’ve always been 
of the enterprising sort. We do have to be careful 
though that our spicier puns don’t get us into any 
tribble.

A very happy birthday goes out to Jamie W and 
Kim B, both of whom are turning 29. Don’t think you 
are fooling anyone when you are talking about get-
ting lit on your birthday. Everyone knows you are 
just referring to the cake. 

A belated bonvoyage to Mike, as he heads to the 
land of the badger to pursue his education. The town 
is a little less wormy without you.

Team Fergmeijer would like to send heartfelt get-
well-soon wishes to Kagawongians Sadie and Cali. 
We know you’ll both be up to your usual shenani-
gans in no time.

TONIGHT! Come by the Kagawong on  Centre 
Wednesday, September 11 at 8 pm for a concert by 
Juno-nominated Canadian Chamber Choir, featur-
ing Sherryl Sewepagaham. This special concert is 
part of the choir’s ‘Where Waters Meet’ CD release 
tour and will feature 20 professional singers from 
across the country. Tickets are $30 at the door. Don’t 
miss this incredible performance!

The Wednesday Kagawong markets may be done 
for the year, but the next evening market is right 
around the corner! Saturday, September 14, come on 
out to the covered rink in Kagawong from 3:30 to 8:30 
pm to check out the amazing vendors and support 
local!

Flutter on into Kagawong Friday, September 20 
and Saturday, September 21 - NorthWords and 4e’s 
Elemental Festival are partnering to bring an amaz-
ing weekend of fun for the whole family! Friday 
starts with workshops in the afternoon for adults 
and kids, and in the evening the popular ‘Book & 
Brew’ is back at Split Rail brewery in Gore Bay. En-
joy live music, complimentary snacks, purchase a 
drink (including non-alcoholic options) and get up 
close and personal with featured authors Coltrane 
Seesequasis, Mike Strobel and poet Vera Constan-
tineau. Book & Brew tickets are $15 per person and 
can be purchased at Billings Library or at the door. 

Carol Pasternak, the “Monarch Crusader”, is this 
year’s festival keynote speaker (Saturday at 1 pm). 
She has authored multiple books on the iconic lo-
cal pollinators. Saturday also has workshops ga-
lore with family-friendly sessions in the morning 
(including children’s author Sahar Golshan) and 
author-led writing workshops for adults in the af-
ternoon. Saturday evening, come out to experience 
Melody Johnson’s dramatic reading of her fantastic 
show, “Person of Interest” (admission by donation). 
Check out the festival ad in this edition of the Ex-
positor for full details of all events, as well as online 
(Fb.com/NorthWordsFest  and  Fb.com/4eelemen-
talfestival), or you can email NorthWordsFest@
gmail.com for more information. Pre-registration 
for workshops is recommended. 

The library has officially returned to its regular 
‘winter’ hours (Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 to 
7 pm and Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm). The land-
fill continues with its summer hours until the end 
of October (Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 to 6 pm; 
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm).

Ever wonder why Star Trek was so successful? We 
think it was because it had good Genes. Have a great 
week!

MELDRUM BAY — Elaine Bradley

On Saturday there was a lasagna dinner at Silver 
Water Hall. The Community Memorial Hall cele-
brated its 75th birthday. A friend of mine went and 
said that the lasagna was very good and the selec-
tion of desserts was fantastic. We missed it, we were 
driving across the Island to Little Current to buy a 
trailer hitch for our truck. It is very hard on the Sat-
urday of a long weekend to purchase a trailer hitch.

Last Sunday, John and Sharon McDonald enter-
tained us with their good music at our church ser-
vice. John played the banjo and Sharon played the 
bass viola. It is always a delight when they come, 
thank you John and Sharon.

Sunday afternoon, Diane Jones’ grandson was 
baptized in Meldrum Bay, not the village, the bay. 
Everyone said it was very nice. Janice Frame wad-
ed into the water and officiated. Amanda and Mike 
Vanderform are the proud parents.

Tuesday was Kits and Quilts at the hall.
Friday night, August 30, at Euchre we had four ta-

bles and two sit outs. Lynda Rumley won high ladies 
with 74 points; Lisa Townsend won high men with 
76 points; ladies’ lone hands went to Brenda Carter 
with three; men’s lone hands went to Tom Rumley 
with three; most euchres was won by Steve Gugelyk 
with 11; Karen Noble brought home the juice; the 
money jar is still safe; Diane Jones won the 50/50 
and also took home the door prize.

Have a great week everyone.

BARRIE ISLAND — Enid Runnals

It’s back-to-school week for our Barrie Island stu-
dents and we wish them a wonderful year of learn-
ing! There are about five students riding the Barrie 
Island school bus. Otherwise, summer happenings 
have carried on.

Sandy and Jim Miller spent the long weekend in 
McGregor Bay with Bruce and Anne Miller. They 
celebrated the milestone birthday of their baby sis-
ter Sue Miller Nyhof along with Dag Nyhof.

A few days later Anne and Bruce Miller visited the 
Millers and the Runnalls families on Barrie Island. 

Natalie Hayden of Lively, was over for the week-
end to visit her parents, Lance and Lillian Green-
man.

Caroyln Lane-Rock enjoyed a road trip and camp-
ing adventure to Pancake Bay always a beautiful 
spot.

SILVER WATER — Karen Noble

On Friday we went to Gore Bay for errands. Mar-
lene Burns won the draw for the bench from the 
Anglican Church. She donated it to a couple from 
Little Current. Friday evening we went to euchre in 
Meldrum Bay.

Saturday morning, August 31, we had a market in 
our yard. There were lots of vendors and lots of shop-
pers. In the afternoon, there was a celebration of the 
community hall’s 75th anniversary. Marie Leeney 
had done an excellent job of preparing the history 
story for a large crowd. There were plenty of pic-
tures to look at. Afterwards there was a lasagna din-
ner downstairs which was well attended. The Silver 
Water Recreation Centre made about $1,000 towards 
their upstairs bathroom project. There will be other 
events to help them reach their goal.

On Tuesday morning, Albert and I went to 
Meldrum Bay for Kits & Quilts. Another two quilts 
were tied and 230 hygiene kits were packed. There 
will soon be another load to go to New Hamburg.

Tuesday evening was fire practice.
Wednesday morning, Albert took our car to the ga-

rage for four new tires and an alignment.
Thank you to everyone for my birthday wishes 

and gifts on Wednesday. I had notes from three of 
Albert’s siblings in Holland with lots of updates.

Thursday afternoon, the UCW meeting was held at 
St Andrew’s United Church in Silver Water. We dis-
cussed some upcoming events and some donations 
that will be made. The roll call was to bring non-per-
ishable food items for the Lyons Memorial United 
Church food cupboard. The next meeting is October 
3 at Peggy Morrison’s home.

Sharon Beaton and her mother Kathy are staying 
at her friend’s cottage for a week. Gladys and I had a 
swim with her on Thursday.

The garden is still growing this week. The cucum-
bers are almost done, which is good since we have 
lots of pickles in the basement now. The tomatoes 
continue.  The beans are done.

The UCW is hosting a fashion show on Saturday, 
September 21 in the afternoon at the Silver Water 
Hall. 

There will be a luncheon followed by a euchre 
tournament on Sunday, September 29 at the Silver 
Water Hall.

Happy birthday to Jordan Duncanson on Septem-
ber 3 and to Blake Duncanson on September 6.

Condolences to the family of Bernice Lewis.

Friends and Neighbours
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Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

RESTAURANT HOURS:
MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY: 9 AM - 9 PM 
 

BAR HOURS:
SUNDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED

WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM
THURSDAY: 4 PM - WHEN TRIVIA ENDS 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM

The Bahá’ís of Manitoulin believe that all 
humanity shares a common spiritual heritage,

which takes various forms in various times
and places, reflecting the diversity of cultures

evolving along with human nature.
If you would like to explore this common

heritage together with others, contact us at:
(705) 210-0391 or gnox@gnusystems.ca.

See www.bahai.org for more information.

Finding Providence
Mental Health Therapy, Counselling & Consulting

Allan Chislett M.S.W., R.S.W.
EMDR Certified Psychotherapist

• Specializing in Complex PTSD and childhood 
trauma for adults, using EMDR & Internal 
Family Systems

• Treatment of Anxiety & Depression
• Relaxation Training
• Insurance Coverage
• Coverage with status number

(705) 927-5451
Findingprovidence4u@gmail.com

...MFR reports food bank use up, donations are down
increase over 2022-2023, 
and a 46.2 percent increase 
over pre-COVID times.”

Among the 1,635 house-
holds who visited during 
this time period, 28.0 per-
cent had never visited the 
food bank before (a 14 per-
cent increase over the num-
ber of new households in 
2022-2023). “This number is 
similar to our pre-COVID 
rates, where approximate-
ly 28 percent of our clients 
each year would be first-
time visitors.”

As with last year’s re-
port, the communities 
least represented in per-
centage of food bank visits 
were those located furthest 
from the MFR food bank 
(located in Mindemoya). 
“This is likely due to trans-
portation barriers.

“I think there are a lot of 
factors as to why we have 
seen such a high increase 
in the number of visitors 
to the food bank,” said Ms. 
Glasby. “One being the 
cost of living, with gro-
ceries, housing (rent) and 
standard expenses having 
all increased, while wag-
es have not kept up. Peo-
ple are struggling to pay 
for basic things like rent, 
groceries and transporta-
tion. And social assistance 
through ODSP and Ontario 
Works have not kept up to 
the increases.” 

About one-third of users 
of the food bank are chil-
dren/youth between the 
age of 0-17. There has also 
been an increase in the 
number of seniors who are 
using the food bank. “Se-
nior pensioners used to be 
able to survive on one pen-
sion, but the dollar is not 
stretching as far as it used 
to,” said Ms. Glasby. 

Suze Morrison, of the 
Ontario Federation of In-
digenous Friendship Cen-
tres, noted in a 2023 new 
interview that, “wage dis-
crimination, the historical 
impacts of colonization 
and residential schools, 
access to education and 
employment and housing 
discrimination (are all fac-
tors at play) when it comes 
to the overrepresentation 
of Indigenous clientele 
at emergency food pro-
grams.”

Individuals residing 
on Manitoulin’s First Na-
tion communities made 
up 72.42 percent of all food 
bank visits in 2023-2024 
(compared to 68 percent 
in 2022-2023). “At the MRF 
food bank (self-identified 
Indigenous clients) rep-
resent 52.2 per of our cli-
entele, despite making up 
approximately 40.6 percent 
of the total population of 
the Island. It is safe to say 
that our Indigenous com-
munity members are vast-
ly overrepresented in our 
food bank statistics.”

More than 50 percent of 
clients visited only once or 
twice over the course of the 
year. “While some of our 
clients required consis-
tent support from our food 
bank, many simply need 
help making ends meet 
when expenses get too high 
to bear,” the report notes.

According to Feed Ontar-
io, one in seven food banks 
in the province (including 
MFR) purchase 20 percent 
or more of the food they 
distribute to their clients. 
“We purchase an estimat-
ed 49.3 percent of the food 
we distribute, though this 
percentage varies greatly 

depending on the time of 
year and grant funding 
available to our organiza-
tion. Although our com-
munity is very supportive 
of our work, especially 
during our Christmas ham-
per campaign, we simply 
do not receive enough do-
nations to feed everyone 
who needs it,” the report 
states. “We spend many 
thousands of dollars each 
month on food items (av-
erage $13,000) excluding 
items we receive through 
Feed Ontario’s Full Shelves 
and Smarter Needs Alloca-
tion Programs (SNAP), as 
these items are provided 
to us free of cost through 
our membership in Feed 
Ontario. The total value of 
food that moves through 
our food bank each month 
is estimated to be around 
$13,000 at the time of writ-
ing this report. This is ex-
clusive of our Christmas 
Hamper Campaign, which 
alone channels more than 
$100,000 worth of food to 
Manitoulin Island families 
in the month of December 
each year.”

“Our larger Food Banks 
Canada and Feed Ontario 
have stated food banks are 
not supposed to be a per-
manent solution to food in-
security, we are supposed 
to be a band-aid solution,” 
said Ms. Glasby. “But we 
have become a permanent 
structure.”

Ms. Glasby said that do-
nations to the food bank 
are down significantly. 
“My theory for this is that 
folks in the middle (class) 
have always had a little ex-
tra to contribute but have 
now lost this buffer with 
the increase in cost of liv-
ing and everything else. 
The group in the middle 
have lost the capacity to 
support food banks.”

“We are doing okay in 
terms of our major do-
nors,” said Ms. Glasby. 
“However, from April-May 
this year compared to last 
year we saw a 64 percent 
increase in demand for 
support and an 81 percent 
reduction in food dona-
tions.”

In a recent CBC article, 
Feed Ontario executive 
director Carolyn Stewart 
noted that the rising cost of 
living is having an impact 
both on food bank atten-
dance and food bank dona-
tions. Shelves that would 
once be stocked for two to 
three months are now only 
stocked for two weeks. “We 
have noticed this at our 
MFR food bank, many of 
the individuals who used 
to donate occasionally just 
don’t have the extra funds 
to do so anymore. As a re-
sult, MFR has had to spend 
more money purchas-
ing food to keep shelves 
stocked. Thankfully, we 
have not yet had to turn 
any client away without 
food, as some of our fellow 
food banks in other parts of 
Ontario have.”

“In addition to food bank 
usage being on the rise 
locally the makeup of pri-
mary household income 
sources for those who 
access the food banks is 
also changing,” the report 
says. “For example, data 
collected by the MFR Food 
Bank show that during 
last years’ reporting peri-
od (2022-2023) roughly 2.3 
percent of local food bank 
clients reporting having 
full-time employment as 
their income source. In 

this year’s data 2023-2024) 
that percent has risen to 
3.4 percent. For compari-
son, in the 2018-2019 report-
ing period 0.9 percent of 
clients reported full-time 
employment as their pri-
mary income source. The 
difference between the 
two percentage figures for 
full-time employment in-
come as a primary source, 
doesn’t seem that large, but 
the percentage change be-
tween (2018-2019) and (2023-
2024) is very large (more 
than 277 percent).”

“Another way to look 
at this trend is this; of the 
1,161 households served by 
the food bank in 2018-2019, 
approximately 10 indicat-
ed income from a full-time 
job as a primary source of 
income. By 2023-2024, ap-
proximately 55 of the 1,635 
households accessing food 
bank indicated full-time 
employment income as a 
primary source of income,” 
the report continues.

In terms of housing, “As 
a highly sought after vaca-
tion spot, Manitoulin has 
seen a significant increase 
in short-term rental units. 
More and more real estate 
owners have chosen this 
option over long-term lease 
agreements, perceiving 
short-term rentals to be 
financially lucrative and 
lower risk than the long-
term option. As a result 
of this and other factors, 
many households have 
been forced out of long-
term stable housing and 
into insecure situations. 
Some have moved back in 
with family, some sleep on 
friend’s couches and some 
live in personal vehicles or 
seasonal trailers, most of 
which offer inadequate wa-
ter access and climate con-
trol for safe habitation.”

“Housing has long been 
a driver of food bank use 
in Ontario. It is generally 
the single-largest expense 
for a household, and it is 
typically non-negotiable. 
One cannot skip a housing 
payment, so often house-
holds will instead skip or 
reduce other bills such as 
groceries in order to af-
ford housing.” As well, the 
cost of shelter in Ontario 
increased by 5.43 percent 
between December 2022 
and December 2023. Rent is 
ever higher at 6.9 percent.

A recent Food Banks 
Canada study identified 
physical barriers (e.g. lack 
of transportation from a 
food bank) as one of the 
four main type of barriers 
clients face when trying to 
access food bank support. 
“This is especially true 
in our community. With 
a coverage area of rough-
ly 2,766 square kilome-
tres, the MFR Food Bank 
supports a wide range of 
households, many of whom 
are over an hour’s driving 
distance away from our 
primary location in Min-
demoya. There is no public 
transportation system on 
Manitoulin Island current-
ly. Many of our clients also 
lack access to a personal 
vehicle, relying instead on 
rides from friends, hitch-
hiking, or expensive taxi 
rides to come pick up their 
food hampers.”

“Recognizing this as 
a barrier, and thanks to 
funding from Food Banks 
Canada, MFR is able to 
launch a community hub 
pilot program in the sum-
mer of 2024,” Ms. Glasby 
continued. “This funding 

has allowed MFR to hire 
two new employees, a driv-
er and a food handler’s as-
sistant and offer delivery 
to six community hubs 
around the Island, thereby 
bringing emergency food 
support that much closer to 
clients’ homes. Some of the 
community hubs are able 
to offer delivery to client’s 
homes, while others will 
serve as pickup depots.”

“An effective social safe-
ty net should ideally en-
sure that no person drops 
below a certain threshold 
of poverty,” the report con-
tinues. “Unfortunately, in 
Canada, many are falling 
through the cracks.”

Social assistance re-
mains the primary source 
of income for the majority 
of food bank visitors. Pro-
vincially, 26 percent of food 
bank visitors rely on OW 
as their primary source of 
income and 28 percent rely 
on the ODSP program. “At 
our food bank, 30.2 percent 
of visitors rely on OW, 
and 21.9 rely on ODSP. In-
teresting, these rates are 
lower than what our food 
bank saw in 2022-2023 or 
2018-2019, but we have seen 
simultaneous increases in 
rates of employed individu-
als and pensioners request-
ing food support.”

The report notes, “Last 
year’s Manitoulin Hunger 
Report noted that, “with 
limited resources, it is 
very likely that this need 
will begin to outpace what 
food banks like (MFR) are 
capable of supporting. To 
date, the MFR food bank 
has not had to turn anyone 
requesting emergency food 
support away due to a lack 
of available food; and we 
are very proud of this. We 
are, however, seeing a con-
tinued rise in the number 
of visits, with no signs of 
slowing down. This, cou-
pled with a stark decrease 
in the quantity of dona-
tions coming into the food 
bank makes for an alarm-
ing forecast for our organi-
zation.”

“To reiterate last year’s 
report, ‘we must combine 
emergency food assistance 
with long-term sustainable 
solutions to issues expe-
rienced by those walking 
through our doors in order 
to achieve food security 
and eliminate hunger in 
our community. We need 
local municipal, provin-
cial and federal represen-
tatives to help us advocate 
for wraparound support 
and policy shifts to address 
the major systemic issues 
that are keeping our com-
munity members in a state 
of poverty and food inse-
curity. We cannot do this 
on our own and we are, 
by no means, the ultimate 
solution to hunger in our 
community. Our hope is 
that one day, our services 
will no longer be required. 
Until that day, we will con-
tinue to be there to support 
those who need it.”

...continued from page 1
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It’s easy to do the math this spring

Contact your Carrier Expert today. Visit www.carrier.ca for more information.  
Call 1-800-CARRIER (236-4603) to speak to a live rebate agent.

Receive a rebate* on your qualifying purchase of an energy-efficient  
Carrier® heating and/or cooling system from April 1 – June 28, 2024  
and enjoy increased comfort and energy savings all year round.

Flexible Financed Payment Plans  
are available.

RECEIVE 
UP TO $2,100 
 in rebates with Carrier® Cool Cash* 

YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR QUALITY HOME COMFORT. 

The Year’s Best Offer.

COOL CASH
REBATES UP TO 

$2,100 
ON A QUALIFIED

HOME COMFORT SYSTEM
BY CARRIER

Call for an  
appointment  

today!

705-282-0343| karie@campbell-heating.com 
campbell-heating.com

Proudly serving Manitoulin Island for all your  
personal and corporate financial planning needs

Mindemoya Office:
6163 King St.

Mindemoya, ON P0P 1S0
705-377-6055

Sudbury Office: 
3-28B 885 Regent St. S.
Sudbury, ON P3E 5M4 

705-806-8341

Email: info@northchannelfinancial.com

not just an ideas guy, he’s 
a hard worker, driven to 
perfection, who finds in 
the little downtime he 
has, after juggling the 
needs of an underfunded 
and difficult to maintain 
water treatment plant to 
care for both his family 
and community.”

Water Canada celebrat-
ed the winners of the 2024 
Water Canada awards on 
August 13. Hosted by Ac-
tual Media’s Content Di-
rector Lynds, the presen-
tation of the 2024 Awards 

recognized individuals, 
projects and technologies 
that have made signifi-
cant contributions to the 
water industry in Canada 
and beyond.

“I have been the water 
operator (operations and 
maintenance supervi-
sor for Zhiibaahaasing) 
for nine years as of Oc-
tober,” Mr. Riberdy told 
The Expositor. “No, it has 
not been easy, especially 
when our old plant was de-
commissioned after high 
water led to the structur-
al integrity of the facility. 

This came during COVID. 
There was no way to make 
water in the community; 
a company in M’Chigeeng 
First Nation was help-
ing us trucking water up 
to us, as Sheshegwaning 
First Nation was already 
at its maximum capacity 
for its water treatment 
plant.”  

A Water Canada story 
featuring Mr. Riberby ex-
plained, “The communi-
ty has been under a boil 
water advisory since 1992 
for a reason which might 
seem surprising. Instead 

of their water being con-
veyed by underground 
pipe it is delivered by 
truck from the commu-
nity’s small treatment 
plant.”

Until 2020, Zhiibaa-
haasing was managing 
well enough with a small-
scale treatment facility 
that drew its water from 
the lake rather than the 
ground and while there 
were several issues to 
deal with it was doing 
its job, said Mr. Riberdy. 
However, heavy rains in 
July 2019 sent the lake 
(Huron) water levels high 
enough that the waves 
eroded the shoreline and 
began to breach the water 
plant. He consulted Indig-
enous Services Canada 
about funding, and with 
Chief Irene Kells go ahead 
he came up with an emer-
gency fix, hiring a private 
contractor, E. Corbiere 
and Sons Contracting 
from M’Chigeeng to build 
a berm that surrounded 
the facility.

This worked until the 
next spring when a rapid 
ice and snow melt drove 
the water levels up again 
and water got into the 
water plant. Then a wind 
storm damaged the plant 
shop and an engineer said 
that the water treatment 
plant had to be decommis-
sioned. 

“It was May (2020) 
during COVID and we had 
no water,” Mr. Riberdy 
told The Expositor. 

“Zhiibaahaasing’s sit-

uation, while precarious, 
proved something of a 
watershed moment,” ex-
plained Water Canada. 
“Community leaders had 
long pressed ISC and its 
predecessors, the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Develop-
ment, for a full-scale treat-
ment plant, complete with 
a small tower and piped 
distribution that would 
finally deliver certifiably 
potable water. For now, 
however, the sudden, 
urgent need for water 
diverted attention away 
from a long-term solution 
to simply restoring ser-
vice for the community.”

Mr. Riberdy brought in 
BI Pure, a British Colum-
bia company that builds 
standardized water treat-
ment plants inside large 
shipping containers. In-
stalled in late 2020, the 
sea can plant not only 
includes chlorination, 
filters to catch larger 
contaminants and UV 
disinfectant to eliminate 
smaller pathogens, but it 
also has a filling station 
for delivery trucks. “It 
was the fastest way to get 
us water during COVID,” 
he told Water Canada. “If 
we were to have built a 
building, we would have 
had to go through design 
and engineering, which 
takes a couple of years. 
The sea can was already 
engineered and built. All 
we had to do was make a 
few adjustments to make 
sure it would work for our 
community.”

Mr. Riberdy said that 
it took six months to pre-
pare and deliver the sea 
can. In the meantime, the 
community put togeth-
er a plan to get water for 
household and getting 
Bright Water Services 
(based in southern Ontar-
io) to source water from 
M’Chigeeng, trucking it 
to residents three times 
a week. This he pointed 

out was the same delivery 
program he had in place 
with the band’s own truck 
before the decommission-
ing of the water plant.

In a public statement, 
Indigenous Service Min-
ister Patty Hajdu said, 
“The expertise and com-
mitment of water opera-
tors like Mr. Riberdy are 
vital in achieving our 
shared goal, ensuring that 
all First Nations commu-
nities have access to clean 
drinking water and main-
taining strong water and 
wastewater infrastruc-
ture.” 

Zhiibaahaasing resi-
dents can use the water 
for bathing and other 
uses, but still can’t drink 
the water. “What’s sad 
is that even when go the 
city, because the com-
munity has been under a 
water advisory (since the 
early 1990s) I won’t drink 
the water from the tap in 
the city. I’m not used to 
getting water from a tap. 
But I will drink it out of a 
bottle.”

“The emergency sea 
can has done its job and 
serves the purpose,” said 
Mr. Riberdy. “But we have 
been lobbying the feder-
al government since 2019 
for funding to provide for 
a brand new water treat-
ment plant.” He said this 
government funding is 
going to be provided for 
the new water treatment 
plant, “to build a new wa-
ter treatment plant and 
two stand pipes on top of 
the hill here in the com-
munity.” A ground-break-
ing is expected to take 
place in the next month or 
so, and by September 2026 
the new water plant is to 
be constructed and opera-
tional.

In 2021 Mr. Riberby was 
awarded by ISC with the 
National First Nations 
Water Leadership Award.

...continued from page 3

...Zhiibaahaasing FN water operator Jonathan Riberdy wins national award

From left, The Honourable Terry Duguid, parliamentary secretary to the Prime Minister presents 
the Water Operator of the Year Award to Jonathan Riberby, of Zhiibaahaasing First Nation.
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though they are primarily tailored for 
early learners and daycares.

Now busier than ever, Ms. Nolan fo-
cuses on using immersion techniques 
in her videos, believing it’s the most 
effective way to help children—and 
adults—fully absorb the language. “In 
immersion, you’re not just learning the 
language; you’re learning how to live 
it,” she explained. “You watch and listen 
to what’s happening, and soon, you un-
derstand the message, even if you don’t 
know all the words yet.”

Ms. Nolan’s commitment to preserv-
ing her language is deeply personal. As 
a survivor of the Spanish Indian Resi-
dential School, she witnessed firsthand 
the tragic loss of language among her 
peers. Many were punished for speaking 
Anishinaabemowin and couldn’t pass it 
on to their children. However, Ms. Nolan 
was one of the fortunate ones. She was 
allowed to return home to Wiikwem-
koong during the summer and Christ-
mas breaks, where the language was still 
spoken widely. “We didn’t lose connec-
tion with our families, and Anishinaabe-
mowin was everywhere,” she recalled.

In one of the children’s videos, Ms. 
Nolan shares her own residential school 
story, a powerful reminder of the resil-
ience of Indigenous languages. “It’s im-
portant for kids to know that story,” she 
said. “We were excited by all the new 
things at the school, but then our par-
ents slipped away, and we started cry-
ing. I want children to understand what 
happened.”

Ms. Nolan’s videos are more than just 
lessons—they’re lifelines to a rich cul-
tural history. “If we are to survive as An-
ishinaabe people, we have to speak our 

language. It’s what holds us together,” 
she said with conviction.

She’s also made the deliberate choice 
not to include English subtitles in her 
videos. “When you watch cartoons, do 
they have subtitles?” she asked playful-
ly. “In an immersion setting, you have to 
look and listen. That’s how you acquire 
the language—by being engaged and 
paying attention to the story.”

Ms. Nolan believes the videos are not 
only for children but for anyone who has 
a genuine interest in learning Anishi-
naabemowin. She encourages non-Na-
tive people to learn the language too, 
noting that learning a second language 
opens doors to a broader understand-
ing of the world. “Once you’ve learned 
one language, it becomes easier to learn 
others,” she explained. “And when you 
learn Anishinaabemowin, you learn 
about my ancestor’s worldview.  You’re 
broadening your understanding of who 
we are as a people.” 

Teaching the language is about much 
more than grammar for Ms. Nolan. It’s 
about connecting people to culture, hu-
mour, social skills and the rhythm of ev-
eryday life. “We learn context, when to 
speak and when to listen,” she said. “It’s 
about acquiring a whole way of being.”

When asked how long she plans to con-
tinue making videos, Ms. Nolan chuck-
led warmly, “For as long as I’m able to! 
And even when I’m gone, the videos 
will still be here, for people to enjoy and 
learn from.”

Ms. Nolan’s work is a gift to the Anishi-
naabe people and beyond. Through her 
stories, she is keeping the language—
and the spirit of her community—alive 
for generations to come.

Grace.’
Adam Belanger, pro-

vincial coordinator of the 
ride, greeted all those tak-
ing part in the opening, 
saying, “This is our fourth 
annual ride, with rides 
that take place across the 
province. It has been an 
honour and a privilege 
to ride in memory of our 
fallen officers. And it is 
so great to see members 
of the SOLE (Survivors of 
Law Enforcement) here 
today, including Lianne 
(Hovingh), Shelley, Mar-
garet, Nancy.”

OPP Commissioner 
Thomas Carrique said, “It 
is so nice to see represen-
tatives of the MNRF riding 
as well, and to see Chief 
of Police James Killeen of 
the UCCM Police Service, 
Robert Walsh, detachment 
commander of the Mani-
toulin OPP, officers from 
the Sudbury and North 
Bay OPP, with the furthest 
here today from Durham.”

“Before today’s ride, 
we had the opportunity 
to remember talk with 

members of SOLE, and to 
remember our fallen col-
leagues who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of 
duty,” said Commissioner 
Carrique. “This has all re-
minded me of how much 
of a privilege it is to carry 
the badge of the police and 
that our officers do make a 
difference in the lives of so 
many. Carrying this badge 
gives us purpose and helps 
us fulfill our passion to 
help others. We can do 
anything when we work 
together, and even on this 
day of cold and possibly 
rain, when we ride with 

every pedal of the bike 
reflect on everything you 
have in your life, and the 
inspiration you give every 
day and to remind us why 
we do this.”

“Good morning. It is 
very good to be here to-
day,” said Lianne Hov-
ingh, widow of the late 
Constable Marc Hovingh. 
“We are so grateful for 
everything you are doing 
and for everyone here to-
day. We (SOLE) members 
had a group chat, and we 
want to thank all of you for 
remembering our loved 
ones. Ride safe and enjoy 

your ride today.”
Mr. Belanger said, “We 

want to create a legacy 
with our youth, and we are 
helping do this by donat-
ing bicycles and helmets 
to two deserving Manitou-

lin youth again this year.” 
Abigail Moggy, a Grade 4 
student at Assiginack Pub-
lic School (who was nom-
inated by her teachers to 
receive a bicycle) is a great 
student and received an 
attendance award for only 
missing one day of school 
this past year.”

Kaiden Stevens, an 
11-year-old student at Lit-
tle Current Public School 
(was unable to attend the 
ceremony) but received a 
bicycle earlier this week. 

Mr. Belanger explained 
the Tour de Force proceeds 
collected from the riders 
are donated to SOLE with 
Ontario’s mission to re-
build the shattered lives of 
survivors affected by line 
of duty deaths through 

supports, advocacy, educa-
tion and resources; Camp 
F.A.C.E.S., an initiative of 
the Canadian Critical In-
cident Stress Foundation, 
CAMP F.A.C.E.S. provides 
an environment of encour-
agement and support for 
children and families of 
emergency services; The 
Ontario Police Memorial 
Foundation; and the On-
tario Provincial Police 
Youth Foundation, which 
was created in 2005, to help 
the members of the OPP 
and OPPVA help the youth 
of the province in need of 
assistance, so they can re-
alize heir potential.

About 30 riders took 
part in the 140-kilometre 
or 30-kilometre ride.

...OPP Tour de Force in Life cycle series draws cyclists from across the province
...continued from page 3

...language carrier embarks on animation

Representatives of the Ontario Provincial Police and members of the Survivors of Law Enforcement 
group pose for a photo with young Abigail Moggy, who was presented with a bicycle at the OPP 
Tour de Force Heroes in Life Cycling Series event.

...continued from page 3
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ishinaabemowin, our lan-
guage,” Dr. Treuer stated. 
“There is no way to con-
nect to the Indigenous un-
derstanding without the 
Indigenous language.” His 
remarks highlighted the 
critical role of language as 
a key to understanding and 
preserving Indigenous cul-
tures.

A central theme of the 
gathering was clarifying 
misunderstandings about 
Indigenous consent to the 
treaties. Dr. Treuer ad-
dressed these misconcep-

tions head-on, emphasiz-
ing the misinterpretations 
that have persisted for gen-
erations. “There’s a widely 
held belief that our people 
consented to the treaties 
and land sales. That’s in-
correct,” he asserted. “We 
agreed to change the status 
of certain lands from our 
exclusive domain to shared 
use with the newcomers. 
For example, in the Rob-
inson-Huron Treaty, the 
English were granted the 
right to travel through our 
territory, not ownership of 
it.”

Dr. Treuer also delved 

into the broader impli-
cations of colonization, 
describing how it has sys-
tematically undermined 
Indigenous peoples. “Colo-
nization works by getting 
the colonized to participate 
as agents of the colonial 
government,” Dr.Treuer 
explained. “They took 
members of one tribe, gave 
them jobs in the colonial 
army, and sent them out 
to vanquish the next tribe. 
It’s the same with residen-
tial schools—hiring Native 
people to abuse their own.” 
This perspective provided 
a sobering look at the long-
term effects of colonial sys-
tems on Indigenous com-
munities.

Language revitalization 
emerged as a prominent 
theme of the anniversa-
ry event, with Dr. Treuer 
underscoring its impor-
tance for reclaiming sov-
ereignty. He critiqued the 
colonial framework that 
still influences education 
systems, even those under 
Indigenous control. “Even 
as we seek Indigenous con-

trol over education, they 
still give us a rulebook 
that says we have to teach 
academic English and fol-
low provincial curricular 
guidelines,” Dr. Treuer 
noted. “It’s shaping us to be 
agents of our own coloniza-
tion.” His call to action was 
clear: Indigenous commu-
nities need to create their 
own systems of education 
and empowerment that 
are rooted in their cultural 
heritage.

“Seven generations from 
now, no one’s going to re-
member our names, and it 
doesn’t matter how many 
books we write or speech-
es we give or whatever. 
But if our language lives 
in their hearts and minds, 
if our culture lives in their 
hearts and minds, if they 
still have our land, if they 
still have each other, all 
our strivings today will 
have been well worth the 
effort. I don’t pretend that 
the solutions are easy. In 
fact, many of the things we 
do in life are not easy.”

Dr. Treuer’s address in-
cluded a passionate appeal 
for Indigenous self-deter-
mination. “We need to stop 
begging for permission 

or focusing on jumping 
through colonial hoops,” 
he urged. “Instead, we 
should develop our own 
systems of verification and 
empowerment, rooted in 
our culture and language.”

The gathering also pro-
vided a platform to exam-
ine the economic successes 
of Indigenous communi-
ties, as inspiration - pos-
sibly a template -  particu-
larly the Mille Lacs Band 
of Ojibwe in Minnesota. 
The Mille Lacs Band has 
become a model of econom-
ic empowerment through 
strategic business diver-
sification and cultural 
preservation. Dr. Treuer 
appealed to the audience 
to invest wisely, saying, “A 
few generations from now, 
they won’t remember the 
financial settlements, but 
they’ll benefit from what 
was built with them—
things that truly belong to 
the people.”

The Mille Lacs Band has 
made significant strides in 
the gaming and hospitality 
sectors with the ownership 
and operation of Grand Ca-
sino Mille Lacs and Grand 
Casino Hinckley.  Beyond 
gaming, the Mille Lacs 
Band has expanded into 
various business ventures 
through Mille Lacs Cor-
porate Ventures (MLCV). 
This includes investments 
in hospitality, retail, man-
ufacturing, and technolo-
gy.  The Mille Lacs Band’s 
focus on self-sufficiency 
has strengthened their 
sovereignty by reducing 
dependence on external 
funding. Profits from tribal 
enterprises are channeled 
into essential services and 

cultural programs, en-
suring the community’s 
well-being.

The tribe’s efforts also 
include partnerships with 
technology companies to 
develop tools like Roset-
ta Stone Ojibwe, making 
the language accessible to 
learners of all ages. “Our 
language revitalization 
programs are integral to 
our cultural preservation 
efforts,” Dr.Treuer empha-
sized. He also spoke about 
the contract signed with 
Rosetta Stone, where the 
tribe retained all rights of 
the recordings of their peo-
ple and the profits from the 
subscriptions to the Ojib-
we language program. 

The Mille Lacs Band has 
adopted a holistic approach 
to economic development, 
integrating environmental 
sustainability and commu-
nity well-being into their 
business practices. Invest-
ments in renewable ener-
gy and environmentally 
friendly practices reflect 
their dedication to protect-
ing natural resources.

The Robinson Huron 
Treaty Gathering stood as 
a powerful reminder of the 
resilience of Indigenous 
communities and their 
reclamation of sovereign-
ty, preservation of cultural 
heritage and fight for eco-
nomic self-sufficiency. Dr. 
Treuer’s insights and the 
success stories shared at 
the event underscore the 
importance of language, 
leadership, and self-deter-
mination in shaping a sus-
tainable future for Indige-
nous peoples.

Invitation to the 35th Anniversary of the
Manitoulin Legal Clinic

on September 18, 2024 from 1 - 3 pm
12A Hillside Road

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
RSVP 705-368-3333 or info@mlc.clcj.ca

Refreshments

...continued from page 1

The Robinson Huron Treaty of 1850: Language importance stressed 

Dr. Anton Treuer
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GREAT LAKES—Great Lakes Islands 
Alliance (GLIA) has released its strate-
gic plan for the next decade spanning 
2024 to 2034. The comprehensive plan 
outlines a focused approach to address-
ing the challenges and opportunities fac-
ing Great Lakes islands. 

The plan will help GLIA achieve the 
four primary goals in its foundational 
charter: facilitating connection between 
island communities, improving infor-
mation access, encouraging multi-island 
collaboration and amplifying island 
voices. Strategic action steps will sup-
port and grow GLIA’s central operations 
and capacity; its environmental and so-
cio-economic program areas; a range of 
diversified communications; and GLIA’s 
long-term sustainability through fund-
raising. While focusing on the island 
communities themselves, GLIA also 
recognizes the importance of raising 
awareness and appreciation of island 
life among mainland audiences, includ-
ing government leadership and the gen-
eral public. 

“GLIA’s growth these past five years 
has been amazing, but we have so much 
more room to grow,” says Angela LeFe-
vre-Welke, a Beaver Islander who serves 
as chairperson of the GLIA Steering 
Committee. “The new Strategic Plan is 
a major milestone for us and will help 
ensure our activities are targeted and 
impactful.” 

The strategic plan was developed over 
the course of a year by GLIA’s leader-
ship team following extensive conversa-
tion with island residents and stakehold-
ers to ensure it is aligned with the actual 
needs and objectives of the communities 
it serves. The development of the plan, 
and the sustaining of GLIA itself is sup-
ported by its major partners: the Charles 

Stewart Mott Foundation; the Michi-
gan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy; The Stewardship 
Network; and the Island Institute. 

The release of the plan comes as GLIA 
is poised to host its fifth Great Lakes 
Islands Summit, September 22-25, 2024 
near the Les Cheneaux Islands of north-
ern Lake Huron. The Summit provides 
opportunity for islanders from around 
the Great Lakes to come together in per-
son to learn about each other’s commu-
nities and share solutions to the various 
economic, social and environmental 
challenges facing islands. This year’s 
event will feature more than 20 speak-
ers. Panel discussions, guided tours and 
breakout sessions with cover a range of 
topics, including tourism, island schools, 
youth engagement, media, biodiversi-
ty, and emergency preparedness. This 
year’s keynote speaker comes from the 
Island Institute, a respected non-profit 
organization out of Rockland, Maine. 
Individuals interested in attending may 
visit glialliance.org for registration and 
logistical information. Registration clos-
es September 9. 

GLIA is a voluntary, bi-national, col-
laborative network that brings together 
individuals from year-round island com-
munities across the Great Lakes. These 
are culturally, socially, and ecologically 
rich communities with deep connections 
to place, each in their own way. Living 
and working on islands comes with a 
unique suite of challenges and these are 
often markedly different compared to 
the mainland. Through GLIA, island-
ers benefit from regular information 
sharing, peer-to-peer learning and rela-
tionship development. Islanders benefit 
from hearing about solutions and expe-
riences from other islands. 

Great Lakes Islands Alliance 
announces Ten-Year strategic 
plan ahead of Islands Summit
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blurb on whether it was good or she had 
to add things and you had to go back and 
do more work,” recalled Ms. Ford. “I al-
ways went back and looked to see what 
Patty had said about mine—and some-
times I didn’t do stuff. Then my partner, 
John, had to go and fix it up for me. On 
one occasion she put ‘good job’ and I was 
like, ‘that was cool.’ I thought I’d really 
reached my pinnacle of achievements.” 

Ms. Smith was recalled by each speak-
er as being a champion for victims of 
crime and a staunch defender of her col-
leagues, especially when the chips were 
down.

She was also cited as someone who 
did not get excited in an emergency or 
stressful situation but remained calm 
and focussed on the issues at hand.

In an extremely touching moment, 
Ms. Smith’s father Murray and her son 

Alex presented her with her retirement 
badge—her father had been able to pres-
ent Ms. Smith were her badge upon grad-
uation from police college as well—book-
marking her career.

Among the accolades and certificates 
presented was one from Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford congratulating and thanking 
her for her years of service.

For her part, Ms. Smith thanked her 
colleagues, friends and family for an eve-
ning she will not soon forget and for the 
support she has received over the years 
from each and every one of them.

In an evening filled to the very brim 
with laughter and tears the essential 
humanity of those who stand sentinel in 
that thin blue line ensuring peace, order 
and justice prevails was revealed.

Congratulations from The Expositor 
Ms. Smith, and may you enjoy every 
minute of a well-deserved retirement.

...30-year OPP Detective Patricia Smith feted at retirement party

...continued from page 3

Mr. Woods is joined 
by his sister Kend-
ra Norris, herself a 
champion  fiddler, who 
contributes pieces 
employing the piano, ac-
cordion while supplying 
harmony and lead vocals. 
Leo Stock is also part of the 
ensemble, The 20-year-old 
plays drums, fiddle and 
sings, but it is his step-
dancing skills that have 
earned him the nickname 
‘Spaghetti legs’ due to his 
whirlwind dance style. 
A special guest perform-
er for the ‘Yee Haw’ tour 
is Kurk Bernard, a tra-
ditional country singer 
and bass guitarist who 
has played and sung with 
Merle Haggard, Dolly 
Parton, Tommy Hunt-

er and Ronnie Prophet. 
The show is live but also 
features big-screen pro-
jection so guests in every 
corner of the hall can, of 
course, hear the live mu-
sic but also see it project-
ed on the giant screen. 
Tickets are $45 each (HST 
included) and are avail-
able now (cash only) at 
The Expositor Office in 
Little Current or by call-
ing Gail at (705) 368-2589. 
You can also call the 
Scott Woods Band toll-
free at 1-855-726-8896 or 
visit the band’s web-
site,  www.ScottWoods.
ca  to order your tickets, 
using your credit card for 
payment in both cases. 
This event is hosted by 
Little Current United 
Church.

...Fiddle champion coming to Manitoulin
...continued from page 3

Scott Woods
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oversee the water treatment plants in both Little Cur-
rent and Sheguiandah, was then contacted. They dis-
covered that the Little Current wells were empty and 
that residents were indeed without water.

“The cause was determined as a failure of the pro-
grammable logic controller (PLC)—which tells the 
valve that leads to the well to open or close—but the 
PLC stopped communicating with the valve and so 
therefore no alarm went off,” Mr. Williamson explained 
to council. “The computer program didn’t direct the 
valve to open at the right time.”

Mr. Williamson noted that by 3 pm Thursday after-
noon, the wells were 40 percent filled and OCWA could 
begin pressurizing the system again, slowly due to the 
number of 4” and 6” lines in the system, and to keep air 
pockets from forming.

Mr. Williamson commended the municipal staff who 
all stepped up to help spread the word, going door to 
door with pamphlets advising residents of the drinking 
water advisory and what to do once the water was re-
stored. Under a drinking water advisory, water should 
only be used for cleaning, clothes washing, dishwash-
ing and bathing but should not be used for drinking, 
cooking or brushing teeth.

“Public works mobilized and got to Espanola and 
hand-bombed enough water onto trucks to rush back to 
supply Manitoulin Health Centre and the Manor with 
water,” the CAO added.

“And Andrew Orr (outgoing store owner at the Va-
lu-Mart) stepped up, called his supplier and got a truck-
load of water shipped from southern Ontario, which 
will be arriving here tonight,” Mr. Williamson shared. 
“We drained Espanola and Mindemoya of bottled wa-
ter.”

“In an emergency, staff stepped up—getting mes-
sages out to the public in every way possible,” Mr. 
Williamson continued. “And a number of firefighters 
stepped up too. The fire department was ready to draft 
water from the lake in case of fire.”

Mr. Williamson said he would be speaking with 
Keith Stringer, operations manager at OCWA, about 
future mitigation “to prevent anything like this in the 
future.”

Getting the pressure back is just the first step. Once 
the pressure has returned, a sample is taken, sent to 
Sudbury where it undergoes a 24-hour incubation peri-
od. The process is then repeated.

The public works garage acted as a water station for 
Little Current residents, who were encouraged to pick 
up cases of bottled water from Thursday through Sat-
urday from 7 am to 9 pm. Community volunteers were 
sought to help with the distribution centre.

The water advisory wreaked havoc on the restaurant 
community, with some closing completely while others 
offered limited items. The Tim Hortons shut down its 
drive through and offered a limited menu Friday morn-
ing.

Carrie Moore, manager at 3 Cows and a Cone, said 
they made the decision to shut down Thursday due to 
a lack of bathroom facilities. On Friday, the restaurant 
reopened having gone to the Sheguiandah water treat-
ment plant and getting plenty of water to wash vege-
tables, make gravy etc. Ms. Moore said the restaurant 
were not going to offer frozen yogurt, milkshakes, slush-
ies or coffee until the water advisory was lifted.

“Luckily for us, we’re mostly takeout,” Ms. Moore 
said. “But it’s definitely a bit more labour intensive.”

Mayor Al MacNevin issued a public statement Sat-
urday night. “I know that this has been a very difficult 
time for many people in our community and I thank you 
all for your patience and support over the last few days.”

...continued from page 1

bands of the (Kagawong) 
river. New signage was 
installed to deter people 
from creating negative 
impacts for the ecosys-
tem.”

Ms. Dion said the town-
ship staff is continuing to 
look at additional options. 

Councillor Dave Hill-
yard, at a council meeting 
last week, said in a recent 
conversation with a lo-
cal resident that he has 
knowledge of people who 
have thrown garbage cans 
and other items into the 
river this summer. 

As had been reported 
previously new educa-
tional signage has been 
installed at three points 
on the Falls area to de-
ter people from creating 
negative impacts for the 
ecosystem. Last month it 
was reported that a large, 
30-year-old snapping tur-
tle that was well-known 
for living in the water that 
pools below the Falls was 
found dead on the shores 
of the river.

Mayor Barker had ex-

plained at the time that 
someone had dragged 
the turtle out of the pool, 
crushed its shell, killed 
the turtle and left it lying 
there. Snapping turtles 
are listed as a species of 
concern under the Ontar-
io Endangered Species 
Act, and in this case the 
turtle killed was at an age 
to produce offspring. 

The township, in part-
nership with the Manitou-
lin Streams Improvement 
Association (MSIA), in-

stalled signage to educate 
members of the public 
about behaviours that 
harm the local wildlife. 

Other concerns include 
visitors piling rock in an 
attempt to create more 
of a pool affect which de-

stroys habitat for various 
fish, frogs, turtles and oth-
er species.

There has also been re-
ports this and in previous 
years of people swimming 
in Bridal Veil Falls. As 
well, people have been 
reported as trying to 
grab salmon as they try 
to get upriver to the pool 
to spawn and posting pic-
tures of this on social me-
dia.

Seija Deschenes of 
MSIA said by chasing af-
ter the salmon, they are 
stressing them out and 
because of this the fish 
may not lay their eggs. 
She noted people may also 
be inadvertently walking 
on the nests that salmon 

build to put their eggs in.
Mayor Barker noted 

that part of the river is a 
fish sanctuary from Sep-
tember 15 to the end of Oc-
tober. The township could 
pass bylaws and add re-
sources for enforcement 
but would rather begin by 
its attempts to educate the 
public through signage.

“How small do you have 
to be to kill a turtle?” stat-
ed Councillor Hillyard at 
last week’s council meet-
ing.

Ms. Dion noted town-
ship staff will be bringing 
forward various options 
that council could consid-
er.

...Swimming below Bridal Veil Falls faces possible ban by Billings council

...Little Current water fails

...continued from page 1

This sight may soon be a thing of the past as Billings looks to ban swimming below the falls.
Shutterstock
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RDSB welcomes young learners
SUDBURY—Some of the 
Rainbow District School 
Board’s (RDSB) youngest 
learners got an early start 
to the 2024-2025 school 
year. 

“Close to 475 children 
took part in Kindergar-
ten Camp, a four-day pro-
gram held from August 
26-29,” an RDSB release 
notes. Under the guidance 
of qualified teachers and 
designated early child-
hood educators, children 
attended school three 
hours a day to get a pre-
view of routines and ac-

tivities.
Children engaged in in-

quiry-based learning and 
play, including coopera-
tive games and outdoor 
activities.

“Kindergarten Camp 
introduces children to 
the wonderful experienc-
es that await them,” said 
RDSB director of educa-
tion Bruce Bourget. “Chil-
dren become familiar 
with staff and surround-
ings, meet classmates, 
and get excited about 
starting school.”

When asked about her 

favorite Kindergarten 
Camp activity, Willow St. 
Germain said, “I like the 
water bin because of the 
beads inside. They are 
squishy and I like to count 
them.”

Sofia Mendonca en-
joyed making new friends. 
“The other kids are nice. 
I’m having fun,” she said.

If you have not reg-
istered your child for 
school, there is still time 
to do so. Please contact 
the Rainbow school in 
your area or visit rain-
bowschools.ca.

Robinson Township Fire Department news
SILVER WATER—The final steps are being taken for Robinson Township local ser-
vices board (LSB) to hire the Burpee and Mills township fire chief to lead the Robin-
son Volunteer Fire Department.

“I have a meeting with Rick Graham (Burpee and Mills fire chief),” said Paul Sor-
bara, chair of the Robinson LSB. “We are going to get him signed on to take over the 
position of our fire chief.” He pointed out Nicole Middleton, deputy-fire chief of the 
Burpee and Mills fire department, will take on the same role with the Robinson fire 

department. The Ontario Fire Marshal will conduct its interviews of both for the 
positions prior to them taking over these positions.  

“Rick has been to the fire hall once already and has indicated all along he is more 
than willing to take on the position of fire chief,” said Mr. Sorbara. 

Mr. Graham told The Expositor, “I have a meeting with Mr. Sorbara on Saturday. 
I will be taking over as fire chief for Robinson and Nicky will take over as deputy 
fire chief. I have only made it to one (Robinson) fire-fighters practice which kind of 
sucks.” 

With his filling the role of the fire chief position of Robinson, Mr. Graham will be 
the fire chief for both communities. “It shouldn’t be too bad,” he said. “Lots of hands 
make light work, and our Burpee and Mills firefighters are definitely on board. They 
will be responding with all trucks and fire equipment to any fire calls in Robinson 
township.” And the current Robinson firefighters will respond to fire calls in the 
Burpee and Mills area.

Mr. Graham pointed out, “firefighters for the two departments will work together 
to respond to fire calls.”

Long-time Robinson fire chief Doug Wismer had informed the members of the Rob-
inson Township Volunteer Fire Department on Wednesday of last week, “that as of 
(last) Friday morning, I would no longer be the acting fire chief.”

“Rick (Graham) had said would be willing to take over as the Robinson fire chief,” 
said Mr. Wismer who noted he will remain as a firefighter for Robinson Fire Depart-
ment but will no longer be the acting fire chief. (He was the long time fire chief.)

As was reported previously, Burpee and Mills Township council had given its ap-
proval for Mr. Graham to take on the role of Robinson Township fire chief as well as 
remaining fire chief for Burpee and Mills.

by Tom Sasvari
SPRING BAY—Many students in schools across 
Manitoulin Island began the school year with 
new backpacks and lunch boxes thanks to the 
generosity of the local community.

“We raised enough funds and received enough 
donations to get all the backpacks we had set as a 
goal,” said Pastor Jamie Greenwood of the Spring 
Bay Pentecostal Church, last week. “All the de-
liveries were made to the schools well in advance 
of students attending their first day of the school 
year.”

“We were able to reach our goal of 362 backpacks 
given out to students across the Island,” said Pas-
tor Greenwood. “Most of it was raised through 
monetary donations, with our goal having been 
$6,000 originally for the fundraising campaign. 
Some people donated backpacks and lunch boxes 
as well.”

When the campaign was completed, “we or-
dered the backpacks and they came in within a 
couple of days,” said Pastor Greenwood.

Pastor Greenwood noted, “We actually received 
more money that we had originally needed so we 
have some money in reserve for next year’s back-
pack program.” This was the second year of the 
Island-wide backpack program.

“We want to say a big thank you to the Island 
residents for their support of this program,” add-
ed Pastor Greenwood.

Close to 475 children took part in the Rainbow District School 
Board (RDSB) Kindergarten Camp.

photo provided.

Backpack update 
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Highway 6, Manitowaning  705-859-3105 
Fax: 705-859-2006 Email: sales.manmil@eastlink.ca Website: homehardware.ca

Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday 8:30 am to 2 pm - Closed Sunday

We accept VISA, Master Card, AMEX and Debit.

FALL INTO SAVINGS

Be prepared for fall clean up

Stock up now on wood pellets  
for your stove while  

supplies last!

by Tom Sasvari
M ’ C H I G E E N G — L o c a l 
artist Kathryn Corbiere of 
One KWE in M’Chigeeng 
First Nation sculpted a 
beautiful large hawk for 
the unveiling at North-
way Wellness Centre, 
through the Sault Area 
Hospital (in Sault Ste. 
Marie), using steel from 
Algoma Steel Corpora-
tion.“The hawk was in-
stalled two weeks ago at 
the Northway Wellness 
Centre through the Sault 
Area Hospital,” Ms. Cor-
biere told The Expositor 
last week. “We started 
talking about this project 
(with the hospital) last 
October. This was part of 
a project funded by Algo-
ma Steel a couple of years 
ago.”

Ms. Corbiere explained, 
“I had visited Algoma 
Steel a while back, to pick 
up some of the steel for 

the art structure project.”
“The hawk is a three 

dimensional 10-foot-tall 
structure,” said Ms. Cor-
biere. “It is quite an intri-
cate, detailed sculpture.”

Ms. Corbiere shared 
that the statue is, “Made 
primarily with Algoma’s 
steel, the work is designed 
to patina, which means 
the work will change over 
time as it’s exposed to var-
ious elements. I love this 
aspect of the sculpture, 
changing like we all do, 
through life, and in our 
processes of healing. The 
stainless steel wave of 
feathers flowing over the 
back of the hawk is repre-
sentative of the St. Mary’s 
River, a historically im-
portant and culturally 
significant waterway. The 
hawk carries the strength 
of the river on its back as 
it soars through the air at 
the Northway Wellness 
Centre. The sculpture is 
just like the centre, creat-
ed by people in the North 
for people in the North.”

The unveiling of the 

sculpture took place on 
August 20. “We celebrated 
the unveiling of a beauti-
ful art structure by North-
ern Ontario artist Kath-
ryn Corbiere (One KWE) 
commemorating the $1 
million gift Algoma Steel 
made to Northway Well-
ness Centre in 2022,” a 
Sault Area Hospital Foun-
dation release explains. 
“Algoma Steel’s gift sup-
ported the creation of two 
outdoor courtyards with 

therapeutic gardens, a 
covered and accessible 

staff entrance, and sup-
plied artwork for the inte-

rior of the building.”

Local artist unveils steel eagle sculpture at Northway Wellness Centre

This beautiful hawk sculpture, 
created by local artist Kathryn 
Corbiere of One KWE in 
M’Chigeeng First Nation, is 
put in place at its unveiling at 
Northway Wellness Centre in 
Sault Ste. Marie through the 
Sault Area Hospital.

Shown in photo is the beautiful sculpture created by local 
artist Kathryn Corbiere of One KWE in M’Chigeeng First 
nation. The sculpture was unveiled at the Northway Wellness 
Centre, through the Sault Area Hospital (in Sault Ste. Marie) 
on August 20.  

The nobility of the eagle is put 
into magnificent relief.
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Fresh 
Breath

Josh and Katie Pascoe, a talented duo from Southern Ontario, on a grand 
tour featuring soaring vocals, rippin’ guitar, flute solos and humerous 
stories from the road. Their creative journey and love of live performance 
has been inspired by the iconic and masterful Songwriters Tom Petty, 
Fleetwood Mack, and Kathleen Edwards… Truly great artists in the music 
business. Join us for a great evening of entertainment and celebration of 
their recent album release which is quickly gaining national attention and 
songwriting award nominations.

is excited to present:

Saturday, September 21st - Doors open 6:30 pm, show starts at 7:30 pm
Tickets are $20 booked in advance 

with preferred payment by etransfer to manitoulinskiclub@gmail.com 
or contact Kerrene for other options or information at (249)997-0009.

The Café in the Woods is located at 2619 Hwy 540, approximately 14km west of Little Current. 
Watch for the Sandwich Board sign at Highway entrance.

148th Manitowaning Fall Fair celebrates ‘Growing from Generation to Generation’
by Michael Erskine
MANITOWANING—It 
takes a literal army of 
volunteers to successful-
ly plan and execute an 
agricultural fair, and for 
148 years the community 
of Assiginack has come 

together to enhance and 
build upon the legacy of 
those who have gone be-
fore.

Manitowaning Agricul-
tural Society president Al-
ice Pennie was effusive in 
her praise and gratitude 
for the many volunteers 
and community members 
who stepped up to make 
Northern Ontario’s old-

est agricultural fair once 
again a stellar success.

Assiginack Mayor 
Brenda Reid welcomed ev-
eryone to the fair during 
the opening ceremonies 
on Friday, September 6. 
“It’s nice to see so many 
people here tonight,” said 
Mayor Reid. “I’d like to 
begin by thanking the Ag-
riculture Society and the 
many people that work so 
hard to make this week-
end possible and keeping 
this wonderful tradition 
of our Fall Fair alive. The 
theme this year is ‘Grow-
ing from Generation to 
Generation,’ and as I look 
around here tonight, I see 
many generations of peo-
ple enjoying themselves 
and others helping to 
make the fair a success. 
That’s how our township 
has managed to carry on 
this tradition. Children 
that enjoyed the fair every 
year grew up and started 
volunteering themselves. 
I’d like to take a minute 
to acknowledge the loss 
to our community of the 
most dedicated volun-
teers and fair directors: 
Lori Case and Jackie Bry-
ant, who were involved 

in many, many groups’ 
events and were always 
available to lend a helping 
hand. Their loss will be 
felt deeply in our commu-
nity—and personally—I 
do know, though, that 
they would want us to 
enjoy every aspect of this 
weekend that they have 

worked so hard to help 
plan. So, in saying that, 
I invite everyone to have 
fun this weekend and I de-
clare the 148th Manitowan-
ing Fall Fair opened.”

“Welcome to our 148th 
fair,” said Manitowaning 
Agricultural Fair presi-
dent Alice Pennie. “Just 
two more years and it 

will be 150. So, we need 
to start thinking about it 
and if you have any ideas, 
there’s an idea suggestion 
box at the back, please 
give your ideas to us. I 
want to thank all the di-
rectors and volunteers 
who helped make this 
fair happen. There’s a lot 
of work to it and a lot of 
people have turned in and 
helped a lot. Thank you 
also to our many sponsors 
who contributed to our si-
lent auction—don’t forget 
to bid.”

Ms. Pennie had just 
ridden to the stage on an 
adult tricycle that was up 
for bids in the auction.

“These, this is what 
makes our communities,” 
said Algoma-Manitou-
lin MPP Mike Mantha. 
“This is the heartbeat as 
far as what we have. This 
is where we have the op-
portunity to show our tal-
ents, our tasty treats that 
we have, and I’m really 
sorry to those that had the 
treats out there that left 
your bags open. There are 
small pieces of them that 
fell into my hand. I real-
ly enjoyed it. Thank you 
very much,” he quipped. 
“Have a lot of fun this 
weekend and, do me a fa-
vor with all seriousness, I 

want you to take this com-
ment really seriously—
you never know what’s go-
ing to happen tomorrow. 
We never know what the 
Creator, what God has in 
store for us. So, the things 
that you can do today, do 
the things that you can, 
sing today, say it to that 
person that you love. If 
you need to hug a family 
member, take the time to 
pick up a phone and bury 
those quarrels and hug 
them. Because tomorrow 

or today is a precious mo-
ment and we never know 
what tomorrow and what 
gifts are going to come 
across our past. So, enjoy 
your day, make everyday 
count—and have an awe-
some fair everyone.”

Attendees were then 

treated to an evening of 
music to close out the 
opening ceremonies, with 
consummate musician Al 
Ryan being joined onstage 
by Island musicians Judy 
Blue, Debbie Robinson, 
Lori Gordon, Candice Ir-
win, the Three D’s Lyle, 
Darren and Ben Dewar, 
George Williamson, Ben 
Pangowish and Robbie 
Shawana.

The following day was 
filled with great activi-
ties, including 4-H animal 

husbandry competitions, 
a horse show, horse pull, 
baby contests, vendors 
and, of course, a hall filled 
to the brim with agricul-
tural products and the 
stuff of rural life compet-
ing for prizes and 2024 
bragging rights.

Dueling dinosaurs were an 
entertaining diversion.

Four generations grace the Manitowaning Agriculture Society float. 

The farn hand competition 
oitted youth in a series of 
events to determine who was 
top hand.

The Manitoulin Secondary School robotics team provided a 
great demonstration of their creatiion.
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that Manitoulin Island was part of the 
show. There would have been film crews 
around, how did no one know about 
this?” Ms. Beatty said, bewildered. In 
fact, the show keeps a low profile during 
the filming, sending only two crew mem-
bers out with each team. 

A conversation with Jeff Lewis, of 
Kicking Mule Guest Ranch, revealed 
that, more and more, he’s been hosting 
guests from all over the world as well. 
When asked if anyone had mentioned 
‘Race Across the World,’ he squinted, 
considering the question. “Possibly,” 
he said, “something like that may have 
been mentioned, and I just didn’t clue 
in.”

Mr. Lewis has his guests sign boards 
that will ultimately become fence posts. 
“At the beginning of the summer, I had 
eight, now I’m beginning the 22nd post. 
It’s been a busy season, with people com-
ing from China, India, Ireland, South 
America and Germany. I’m really popu-
lar in Germany,” he said with a laugh. 
“These people showed me a travel mag-
azine from Germany. There was The 
Kicking Mule Guest Ranch. It was all in 
German, so I didn’t understand it, but 
they told me it said we were the place 
to be for the Western Ranch experience 
without going all the way out west. Ap-

parently, the show ‘Yellowstone’ is pop-
ular in Germany and everyone wants to 
visit a western-style ranch. I don’t know 
how I got in the magazine,” he said, mys-
tified, “I didn’t pay for any ads in a Ger-
man Magazine.”

Leanne and Rob Beatty find their vis-
itors from the UK and Europe willing 
to engage in conversation. “They love 
Canada and the ability to freely move 
about everywhere,” Ms. Beatty said. Her 
husband readily agreed. “Yes,” he said, 
“They mentioned that many times. We 
really enjoy having people come and tell 
us their stories, how they heard about us 
and why they came.”

No doubt, those in the hospitality in-
dustry hope they will continue to come. 
Whether ‘Race Around the World,’ ‘Yel-
lowstone,’ or whatever show sparks 
an interest in exploration, the world is 
becoming smaller and social media has 
made it so. Possibly other resorts, mo-
tels, campgrounds and restaurants on 
the island have experienced this world-
wide influx of visitors. After COVID, 
Mountain View Resort and Kicking 
Mule Guest Ranch certainly welcome 
these world travellers. Thanks to the 
world-wide-web, Manitoulin Island isn’t 
now just on the map, it has become part 
of the race.

...UK reality TV brings tourists to Island
...continued from page 1

From left, Rene Proulx and 
Peter Lawr draw the winning 
ticket for this hand-made lawn 
bench for two. The All Saints 
Anglican Church in Gore Bay 
sold tickets on the bench as a 
fundraiser and the draw was 
held at the church last market 
café held in Gore Bay on 
August 30. Marlene Burns was 
the lucky winner.

photo by Tom Sasvari

Sitting pretty!
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Provincial school bus funding cuts challenging for operators
by Michael Erskine
QUEEN’S PARK—School Bus Ontario (SBO), the organization that lobbies on behalf 
of school bus companies across the province, has issued an alarm over recent cuts 
contained in the funding formula utilized by the province.

“Some bus operators are still owed millions for the 2023/24 school year and are 
heading into this new year without knowing how they will be paid for fuel,” said 
Nancy Daigneault, SBO executive director, in a news release, adding that all regions 
of the province will be hit by the cuts, including Northern Ontario.

Ms. Daigneault maintains that the new funding formula contains “harsh fuel cuts 
and other changes” that negatively affect each region. As a result, the association 
said it feels there isn’t enough money flowing to the operators to pay for basics like 
adequate driver compensation, driver retention bonuses and new buses.

The Ministry of Education has imposed a reduction of between .56 to .58 cents per 
litre of fuel for the upcoming school season—a move that will leave school bus op-
erators “worried about filling their tanks to cover the millions of kilometres a day 
travelled by their professional drivers.”

Ms. Daigneault said the provincial cuts have created “an untenable situation and 
each region or operation will now have to evaluate how to deal with such a massive 
loss of funding” with some operators perhaps cutting back on office staff to deal with 
cuts or try to make do with less dispatch staff. This, she contends, will result not 
only in communication delays with schools and parents, but also that “eventually 
slowdowns, delays or continuous cancellations will persist.”

“The first day of school is upon us, and once again bus operators are facing funding 
shortfalls that not only create a September of discontent,” she said, “but raise the 
possibility of even more school bus cancellations and disruptions in some regions.” 

Ms. Daigneault asserted that “operators require proper funding so they can focus 
on job-one—getting our kids to school and home safely.”

SBO reports that the costs to operate school buses have risen dramatically in the 
last four years in Ontario including: the price of new buses rising 71 percent; bus 
parts, including tires and brakes increasing 50 percent; insurance rates rising more 
than 30 percent; and driver wages having gone up in the neighbourhood of 38 percent.

The original formula also left out the cost of providing vans for special needs stu-
dents—an oversight the SBO characterises as “stunning.”

“The confusing formula begs the question ‘who’s running the show?’” said SBO 
President Nick McRae, in the news release. “We’re not delivering groceries, we are 
safely transporting a very special cargo—our children.”

WTPS investigate woman hiker’s  
death at Pointe Grondine Park
POINTE GRONDINE — The Wikwe-
mikong Tribal Police Service (WTPS), 
with assistance from the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police (OPP) crime unit in Sud-
bury, is investigating the sudden death 
of a Sudbury woman whose body was 
discovered several hours after she had 
been reported missing on a recent trip to 
Point Grondine Park near Killarney.

WTPS Staff Sergeant Tammy Duffy 
told The Expositor last Thursday, “a 
46-year-old female from Sudbury had 
been hiking in the park with her hus-
band when they became separated, and 
he called the police reporting that she 
was missing.”

“The woman’s body was discovered 
several hours later (roughly five hours) 

by police,” said S/Sgt. Duffy.
The woman, who police identified 

as Lara McCann, had been reported as 
missing in the park on August 26. 

Point Grondine Park is located on 
Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory and 
is operated as a backcountry wilderness 
park.

Police were not able to release details 
with respect to when, how or where the 
woman’s body was found.

“An autopsy is expected to be held,” 
said S/Sgt. Duffy, who added that the Of-
fice of the Chief Coroner and the Ontario 
Forensic Pathology Service are assisting 
the investigation. No other updates are 
expected for several weeks.

School Bus operators challenged by Ontario cut backs.
Source: Shutterstock
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Every Saturday 9 AM to NOON 
(plus extended hours)  

Downtown, Little Current 
on the Waterfront at the
Market Garden Pavilion

NEMI  
FARMERS’ 
MARKET

See you Saturday! 

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support and 
promote positive family rela-
tionships on Manitoulin and the 
North Shore. Violence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Out-
reach Counseling Crisis Line 
705-377-5160; Toll Free Crisis 
Line 800-465-6788; Children’s 
Services: Early ON Child and 
Family Centre, Little Current 
Child Care, Mindemoya Child 
Care 705-368-3400; Help Cen-
tre: Thrift Shop & Food Bank 
705-368-3400; Administration 
705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to 
help family and friends of alco-
holics. Changed attitudes can 
aid recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola Al-
Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, An-
glican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to On-
tarioNorthAl-Anon.com. Please 
note the only Alateen meetings 
available in Northern Ontario 
are on a mobile app. Look for 
the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn

services

Boardwalk and coffee walk, 
Saturdays from 11 am to 2 
pm. Start at Cenotaph Park, 
Little Current, then walk the 
boardwalk, then to Tim Hortons. 
Register at lahayef425@gmail.
com.

8tfn

FOMOS annual birthday 
bash and barbecue is 
Saturday, August 10 at the 
Mindemoya Arena from 10 am 
to 2 pm, rain or shine. Vendors, 
entertainment, games, food and 
raffles. Last chance to bid in the 
online art auction. The 50/50 
winner will be announced. 
For more information go to  
www.mindemoyaoldschool.ca.

10-12c

coming 
events

coming 
events

Boardwalk and coffee walk, 
Saturdays from 11 am to 2 
pm. Start at Cenotaph Park, 
Little Current, then walk the 
boardwalk, then to Tim Hortons. 
Register at lahayef425@gmail.
com.

8tfn

SCOTT WOODS, champion 
fiddler, is coming back to 
Manitoulin by popular demand 
together with his “Yee Haw” 
show that features Canadian 
champion stepdancer Leo 
Stock, guitar virtuoso Steve 
Piticco champion fiddler Kendra 
Norris and more. The show 
is Saturday, September 14 at 
7 pm at the NEMI Recreation 
Centre, 9001 Highway 6 in 
Little Current. Tickets are $45 
and are available locally (cash 
only) at The Expositor Office in 
Little Current or by calling Gail 
at 705-368-2589. They can be 
purchased online, using a credit 
card at www.scottwoods.ca or 
by calling direct to 1-855-726-
8896 (toll free).

12-17p

coming 
events

coming 
events

for sale

Hand-peeled cedar posts and 
poles, any size, any length. 
Near Manitowaning. Call 1-548-
882-9478.

14-17c

Hay for sale, 4’ x 53” bales, no 
rain and stored inside. Call 705-
859-1301.

16-18c

2008 Tahoe LT2 for parts, in-
stalled new battery, new start-
er, new fuel sending unit with 
straps on tanks. Call 705-368-
6146.

17-20p

His and her Excalibur 
crossbows, Vixen and 
Wolverine. Includes scopes, 
cases, field target, tips, arrows, 
strings, cocking and stringing 
aid, target and a blind as well 
as deer calls. Been well cared 
for, never left the strings on. 
Can send photos. Located near 
Port Severn. Asking $1,000 for 
everything. Call or text 705-
238-2880.

17-18c

Seasoned maple or poplar 
firewood for sale. Call 705-859-
1093 and leave a message.

17-22c

Legion  
events

Little Current Legion, Branch 
177, Wing Night from 5:30 to 10 
pm on: Thursday, September 
12 and 26; Thursday, October 
10 and 24. Call 705-368-2661 
after 4 pm to place your order. 
Take-out is available. Serving 
wings and mozza sticks, six for 
$9 or 12 for $18; cheeseballs, 
12 for $9 or 24 for $18. Choices 
of sauces are honey garlic, 1st, 
2nd, 3rd degree, sweet chill 
heat, sweet and sour, parm 
and pepper, salt and pepper, 
barbecue and Frank’s dry rub. 
Ranch or blue cheese sides. 

9tfn

marine
Heavy duty marine railway 
for sale. Weight capacity is 
approximately for a two-ton 
boat. Asking $1,850. Can help 
with transport. Call 705-929-
0003 or 705-929-5435.

16-17c

Twenty-one foot Tritoon Lowe 
SS 210XL 2015 with 115 Mer-
cury, low hours. Complete with 
full enclosure and privacy en-
closure, mooring cover, vinyl 
floor, stereo and Karavan tan-
dem trailer. $38,000. Call 705-
665-0060 or 705-859-1289.

17-18p

 

pets
Aussie-doodle puppies for 
sale. Call 1-437-425-8641.

16-17p

rental

October 1 to May 1, waterfront 
one and two bedroom executive 
units in Little Current. All 
inclusive with Starlink internet, 
satellite TV and fully furnished. 
Email manitoulinrental@gmail.
com for details and viewing 
appointment.

11tfn

Full house rental in 
Providence Bay; cozy, peaceful 
and charming. Available 
from October 1 to June 1, 
term negotiable. 200 m from 
beach. Ideal for four to six 
people; four bedrooms, two 
and a half washrooms. All-
inclusive, furnished; includes 
utilities, Starlink, TV, laundry 
and parking. Nonsmoking. 
References please. Asking 
$1,800 per month. Call 519-
362-1898.

17-19c

wanted
Donate your old car or truck 
or farm tractor, etc., or even an 
old metal boat to our church. 
We can send a truck right to you 
to pick these up, and in return 
you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the scrap value of 
your donation to St. Bernard’s 
Church, Little Current. Please, 
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc. 
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Collector wanting to buy 
comics, pre-1990; sports cards, 
pre-1985; coins, pre-1967. Call 
Fred, 519-596-2822.

15-17c

Wanted to purchase: a 90 cc 
to 120 cc chainsaw. Call 705-
358-5904.

16-17p

births

CARTER JASON 
TOFFLEMIRE

Svea Chatwell and Daniel 
Tofflemire are proud to an-
nounce the arrival of Carter 
Jason Tofflemire, born Sep-
tember 3, 2024 at 1:30 am at 
Health Sciences North, Sud-
bury, weighing 7 lbs 11 oz.
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nounce the arrival of Carter 
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Health Sciences North, Sud-
bury, weighing 7 lbs 11 oz.

Auction Sale
September 21st, 10:30 START
2183 Hwy 540, Little Current

For Gerry and Perry Bond
Items to be sold:

• Approx. 15 running and driving antique tractors
• Draft horse equipment: harness, cutters, wagons

• Western saddles, tack, tools, snowmachine, motorcycle
• Antiques, antique furniture, wood stoves 

• Too many items to list
View photos at: Facebook Marketplace, etc.

Food on-site
SWINGBRIDGE AUCTIONS

TERMS: CASH, CHEQUE, E-TRANSFER, ID REQUIRED

Manitoulin North Shore Federation of Agriculture
AGM Dinner

Friday, September 27, 2024 
Dinner at 6:30 pm, meeting to follow

Doors open at 6:00 pm
Fresh Water Community Church 

51 Young St., Mindemoya

Come out for dinner and to connect with other farmers
Please RSVP to emiryfamily@hotmail.ca by September 18th

Rotary Club of  
Gore Bay

Fall Harvest Auction 
Thanksgiving Saturday 
October 12th                 
Gore Bay Community Hall 
Bidder’s Registration: 9 AM  

 Auction Starts:  10 AM - Noon 

Local fruits & vegetables 
 Burt’s Farm fresh turkey  

Pies & Baked goods  
GREAT CHRISTMAS 

gift buying 
opportunity              

Local business gift 
certificates, hardware, 

dinners and more!  

Do you have extra produce in your garden?  
Garden Donations NEEDED!  

Contact: rotaryclubgb@outlook.com or call (705) 210-9970
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wanted
Donate your old car or truck 
or farm tractor, etc., or even an 
old metal boat to our church. 
We can send a truck right to you 
to pick these up, and in return 
you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the scrap value of 
your donation to St. Bernard’s 
Church, Little Current. Please, 
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc. 
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Collector wanting to buy 
comics, pre-1990; sports cards, 
pre-1985; coins, pre-1967. Call 
Fred, 519-596-2822.

15-17c

Wanted to purchase: a 90 cc 
to 120 cc chainsaw. Call 705-
358-5904.

16-17p
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Collector wanting to buy 
comics, pre-1990; sports cards, 
pre-1985; coins, pre-1967. Call 
Fred, 519-596-2822.

15-17c

Wanted to purchase: a 90 cc 
to 120 cc chainsaw. Call 705-
358-5904.

16-17p

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support 
and promote positive family 
relationships on Manitoulin 
and the North Shore. Violence 
against Women Prevention 
Services: Haven House 
Shelter, Outreach Counseling 
Crisis Line 705-377-5160; Toll 
Free Crisis Line 800-465-6788; 
Children’s Services: Early ON 
Child and Family Centre, Little 
Current Child Care, Mindemoya 
Child Care 705-368-3400; 
Help Centre: Thrift Shop & 
Food Bank 705-368-3400; 
Administration 705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to help 
family and friends of alcoholics. 
Changed attitudes can aid 
recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola 
Al-Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, 
Anglican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to 
Ontar ioNorthAl-Anon.com. 
Please note the only Alateen 
meetings available in Northern 
Ontario are on a mobile app. 
Look for the app under Al-Anon 
Family Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn

services
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Are you a cancer patient 
undergoing or recovering from 
treatment? Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver 
or supporting someone with 
cancer? The Manitoulin 
Cancer Support Group may 
provide you with resources 
and opportunities to share 
experiences as well as give 
or receive support with others 
who have travelled this similar 
cancer journey. This group 
is open to anyone with any 
type of cancer, is free to join 
and will be rotated to different 
parts of the Island. This group 
will alternate meetings on 
weekdays and weekends. The 
schedule is as follows: Sunday, 
August 25 at the Manitowaning 
Family Health Team 2 to 4 
pm. For more information 
please contact: Terry 
Mackenzie, 705-507-0433, 
tand jmackenz ie@hotmai l .
com; Bonnie Young, 705-377-
4998; Ann Cranston, 705-282-
7531, bnannc@gmail.com.

tfn

Christian Counselling: 
Alcohol, addiction, anxiety, 
children, depression, drugs, 
faith, grief, illness, marriage, 
PTSD, salvation, sin, etc. Free 
and confidential. King James 
Bible Church, 705-885-8951, 
cc.manitoulin@gmail.com.

Tfn

Overeaters Anonymous-Do 
you have an eating disorder? Is 
food a problem for you in any 
way? We can help. Tuesdays 
at 7 pm at the Anchor Inn in the 
basement, 1 Water St. E, Little 
Current. Knock loudly.

Tfn

services

SNOW REMOVAL TENDER

To supply all labour, equipment and services necessary 
to provide snow removal in the parking area at the  
Gore Bay Ontario Provincial Police Detachment. 

Contractor must quote on a “per call” basis for snow 
removal and sanding as well as a “lump sum” basis 

for snow removal and sanding for the season  
commencing fall of 2024 to May 15th, 2025.

Snow removal requirements are available upon request.  
Interested parties must possess a valid Ontario driver’s 

licence and carry liability insurance.

Please contact the address/telephone number  
listed below for approved tender documents.

Tender can be faxed or mailed to:
Detachment Commander
Ontario Provincial Police

54 Boosneck Road, PO Box 638
Little Current, ON  P0P 1K0
(Telephone) 705-368-2200

(Fax) 705-368-2666

Quotations to be submitted no later than 
1600 hours, 28 September 2024.

The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.  

Are you a cancer patient 
undergoing or recovering from 
treatment? Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver 
or supporting someone with 
cancer? The Manitoulin 
Cancer Support Group may 
provide you with resources 
and opportunities to share 
experiences as well as give 
or receive support with others 
who have travelled this similar 
cancer journey. This group 
is open to anyone with any 
type of cancer, is free to join 
and will be rotated to different 
parts of the Island. This group 
will alternate meetings on 
weekdays and weekends. The 
schedule is as follows: Sunday, 
August 25 at the Manitowaning 
Family Health Team 2 to 4 
pm. For more information 
please contact: Terry 
Mackenzie, 705-507-0433, 
tand jmackenz ie@hotmai l .
com; Bonnie Young, 705-377-
4998; Ann Cranston, 705-282-
7531, bnannc@gmail.com.

tfn

Christian Counselling: 
Alcohol, addiction, anxiety, 
children, depression, drugs, 
faith, grief, illness, marriage, 
PTSD, salvation, sin, etc. Free 
and confidential. King James 
Bible Church, 705-885-8951, 
cc.manitoulin@gmail.com.

Tfn

Overeaters Anonymous-Do 
you have an eating disorder? Is 
food a problem for you in any 
way? We can help. Tuesdays 
at 7 pm at the Anchor Inn in the 
basement, 1 Water St. E, Little 
Current. Knock loudly.

Tfn

services

MMOORRTTGGAAGGEE
Relax and let us get you 

a better

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875    www.mortgagecentre.com

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Joel 
Glaude

Richard Glaude
M08003672

The Mortgage Centre

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years

notice
Gore Bay United Church 
Food Cupboard is open  
every Thursday from  12 noon 
to 3 pm. Come to the church 
side door (facing McQuarrie  
Motors). You will be invited 
into the Food Cupboard to 
choose your food items. If you 
don’t have a bag, there are 
some available. If you have 
any questions, please call 
705-282-2011. Messages are 
checked daily. Everyone is  
welcome. 

Tfn

The Little Shoppe Around the 
Corner at Knox United Church 
in Manitowaning will be closed 
on Friday, September 13 and 
Saturday, September 14 for 
restocking and will reopen on 
Friday, September 20 and Sat-
urday, September 21 with fall/
winter clothing.

17p

Knox United Church 
Rummage Sale in 
Manitowaning is open 
Wednesdays to Saturdays 
from 10 am to 3 pm. Clothing, 
shoes, household, books and 
miscellaneous.

17-24p

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support 
and promote positive family 
relationships on Manitoulin 
and the North Shore. Violence 
against Women Prevention 
Services: Haven House 
Shelter, Outreach Counseling 
Crisis Line 705-377-5160; Toll 
Free Crisis Line 800-465-6788; 
Children’s Services: Early ON 
Child and Family Centre, Little 
Current Child Care, Mindemoya 
Child Care 705-368-3400; 
Help Centre: Thrift Shop & 
Food Bank 705-368-3400; 
Administration 705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to help 
family and friends of alcoholics. 
Changed attitudes can aid 
recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola 
Al-Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, 
Anglican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to 
Ontar ioNorthAl-Anon.com. 
Please note the only Alateen 
meetings available in Northern 
Ontario are on a mobile app. 
Look for the app under Al-Anon 
Family Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn

services

Are you a cancer patient 
undergoing or recovering from 
treatment? Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver 
or supporting someone with 
cancer? The Manitoulin 
Cancer Support Group may 
provide you with resources 
and opportunities to share 
experiences as well as give 
or receive support with others 
who have travelled this similar 
cancer journey. This group is 
open to anyone with any type of 
cancer, is free to join and will be 
rotated to different parts of the 
Island. This group will alternate 
meetings on weekdays and 
weekends. The schedule 
is as follows: Wednesday, 
September 25, Mindemoya 
Town Chambers from 2 to 4 pm;
Sunday, October 27, Gore 
Bay Legion from 2 to 4 pm; 
Wednesday, November 
27, Mindemoya Council 
Chambers from 2 to 4 pm; 
Sunday, December 15,  
Manitowaning Family Health 
Team from 2 to 4 pm.
For more information please 
contact: Terry Mackenzie, 705-
507-0433, tandjmackenzie@
hotmail.com; Bonnie 
Young, 705-377-4998; 
Ann Cranston, 705-282-
7531, bnannc@gmail.com.

tfn

Christian Counselling: 
Alcohol, addiction, anxiety, 
children, depression, drugs, 
faith, grief, illness, marriage, 
PTSD, salvation, sin, etc. Free 
and confidential. King James 
Bible Church, 705-885-8951, 
cc.manitoulin@gmail.com.

Tfn

Overeaters Anonymous-Do 
you have an eating disorder? Is 
food a problem for you in any 
way? We can help. Tuesdays 
at 7 pm at the Anchor Inn in the 
basement, 1 Water St. E, Little 
Current. Knock loudly.

Tfn

services

Estate/moving sale on 
Saturday, September 14 from 
8 am to 12 noon at 105 Younge 
Street, Unit A, Mindemoya. 
Antique cabinets, custom-
made pine armoire cabinet, 
dining table and chairs, tools, 
sporting equipment, power/
hand tools, fishing equipment 
and a 2021 Chevy Blazer with 
one owner and low kilometres. 
Everything must go, make an 
offer. Rain or shine.

17c

Yard sale on Saturday, 
September 14 and Sunday, 
September 15 from 9:30 am 
to ? at 150 Thorne Street, 
Mindemoya. Downsizing, all 
sorts of stuff to choose from.

17p

yard sale

LEESON’S
OF MANITOWANING

in association with 
ELLIOT LAKE 

MONUMENTS
Here to serve your 
monument needs.

For appointments call or email:

705-822-7706
leesonbertha@gmail.com

  ROBERT GEORGE JOHN PAXTON
May 23, 1940 - August 24, 2024

It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 

our beloved husband, father 
and grandfather, Robert 
George John Paxton. Born 
in Toronto on May 23, 1940, 
Robert, known to many as 
Rob, passed away peacefully 
with his family at his side on 
Saturday, August 24, 2024. 
Rob lived a full life for 84 

years. Rob is survived by his beloved wife, Ursula Paxton, 
his daughters, Laura (John) Watson and Heather (Rob) 
Kardas, and his cherished grandchildren, Kaleigh, John Jr., 
Fayth and Mackenzie. He is predeceased by his parents, 
Robert and Eunice Paxton, and sisters, Mary Whitson and 
Doreen Childs. Rob Paxton lived a life that was nothing 
short of a masterpiece. Rob was a man of many talents, 
and whether he was teaching in the classroom, crafting a 
fine piece of art, or perfecting his signature (which was 
also a work of art), he never did anything halfway. A 
lifelong learner, Rob earned his Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Windsor and a Master of Education from the 
University of Toronto. His career in education took him 
from Scarborough to Wallaceburg and Chatham, Ontario, 
where he didn’t just teach—he launched an art department 
at W.T. Laing Public School, inspiring generations of 
students to see the world through a more creative lens. 
His journey continued through various schools, including 
AA Wright, King George VI, and John N Given, where 
he was a teacher and vice-principal. Rob had a knack 
for making learning fun and challenging his students in 
ways that left an indelible mark on their lives. Beyond 
the classroom, Rob’s talents knew no bounds. He was an 
accomplished artist, woodworker, leathersmith, gunsmith, 
photographer, mechanic, fisherman, hunter, gardener and 
baker. You name it, Rob mastered it. His creations can be 
found in homes, businesses and churches across Ontario 
and Alberta. A true master craftsman, Rob approached 
every task with the precision of an artist and the heart 
of a humble, caring man. Rob was also a generous soul, 
giving his time to countless causes. He was awarded for 
his decades of blood donations and for teaching firearms 
and hunter safety classes. His involvement in the Masonic 
Order, Eastern Star, York Rite, Scottish Rite, and Shriners 
reflected his deep commitment to his community and his 
faith. A faithful servant of God, Rob was active in his 
church, often stepping up as a lay reader and delivering 
sermons that were as thoughtful as they were inspiring. A 
Celebration of Rob’s extraordinary Life was held at Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church in Little Current, Ontario on 
Sunday, September 8, 2024. A receiving reception began 
at 2 pm, the celebration started at 3 pm. Refreshments 
followed and we welcomed all who knew and loved 
Rob to join us. Our family would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to the compassionate doctors and nurses 
at Manitoulin Health Centre. The palliative care room 
allowed us to share stories and precious moments with 
Rob in his final days. Donations in Rob’s name can be 
made to the Manitoulin Health Centre or the Shriner’s 
Hospital in Montreal. Manitoulin Health Centre:  https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/9790 Shriners Hospital:  
https://donate.lovetotherescue.org/ . As we say goodbye, 
we take comfort in knowing that Rob is now at peace with 
God, wrapped in the embrace of His amazing grace, and 
watching over us with the same love and care he gave 
throughout his life. Rest easy, Rob—you’ve more than 
earned it. Cremation services provided by Simple Wishes 
of the North, Sudbury.

Death Notices

Memorial donations are gratefully appreciated and can 
be made at the admitting office to the auxiliaries of the 
Manitoulin Health Centre and the Renovation Fund in 
both Mindemoya and Little Current and the Gore Bay 
Manitoulin Lodge Auxiliary Incorporated, 3 Main Street, 
Gore Bay, Ontario, P0P 1H0 and the Manitoulin Centennial 
Manor  Fundraising or Manor Auxiliary, Postal Bag 460, 
10 Robinson Street, Little Current, Ontario, P0P 1K0. 
Donations can also be made to the Manitoulin District 
Cenotaph Fund, Box 656, Little Current, Ontario P0P 1K0 or 
Pet Save Manitoulin, Box 393, Gore Bay, Ontario P0P 1H0.

  MATEO JOHN MAX RODRIGUEZ
June 16, 2022  - August 14, 2024

In loving memory of Mateo 
John Max Rodriguez, 

beloved son of Emily McGregor 
and Alex Rodriguez. Cherished 
baby brother to Amelia 
Rodriguez; loving grandson to 
Fran and Darren McGraw and 
Gloria Campbell (Perry) and 
John Gray; great-grandson to 
Allan Owl and Meg Digiglio 
(Barry) and John and Elaine 

Recollet. Predeceased by his great-granny Eliza Owl. 
Mateo will be deeply missed by his Aunt Tahsheenah Foley 
and Uncle Max McGraw, special Aunts Hope Debassige 
and Julia McGregor. Special Godson of Kiara Dokis and 
Jared Debassige. Mateo will be forever loved and missed 
by many aunts, uncles and cousins. Visitation was held on 
Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at 7 pm at the Aundeck Omni 
Kaning 4 Directions Community Centre. Funeral Service 
was held on Wednesday, August 21, 2024 at 1 pm at the 
Aundeck Omni Kaning Community Centre. Cremation  
followed. Arrangements by Bourcier Funeral Home Ltd., 
Espanola.

Celebration of Life

ALBERT (BUD) LOUIS DEBASSIGE
September 18, 1948 – September 2, 2024

Bud began his spirit 
journey just shy of his 

76th birthday surrounded by 
family at the Manitoulin Health 
Centre, Mindemoya. Survived 
by his sister Mabel (Richard); 
sons Neil (Dianne) and Derek 
(Joanna); grandchildren 
Darci, Aspen, Nova and 
Drew; traditionally adopted 
daughter Ida (Donny and their 

sons Jay, Ethan and Isaac) and many special extended 
family and friends including Francis Endanawas (Keri) 
and their children Briana, Courtney and Ethan, Natalie 
Eshkawkogan (Eugene) and their wonderful children 
Eugenia and Ferris. He also leaves many nieces, nephews 
and their beloved families all over Turtle Island, of 
which he was particularly close with his favourite niece 
and nephew. Predeceased by wife Anne (nee McCann); 
parents Tom and Lillian (nee MacDonald); and siblings 
Jerome, Aggie, Bruno, Michael, Doreen, Doug, Sammy, 
Jackie, Ross, Teddy, Mildred, Charlie, Mervin, Gladys, 
Bobby, Genevieve and Tom. Bud spent much of his 
childhood effectively raised in the care of his sisters, in 
particular Doreen and her husband Charlie Beaudin and 
their children Albert, Robert, Charles, Darlene, Roger and 
Michael. For this loving gift he was forever grateful. He 
was later welcomed into his loving wife Anne’s extended 
family from Newfoundland, the McCanns. Bud was born 
in M’Chigeeng and raised from humble beginnings. He 
forged a long and successful career in many different 
realms. He was instrumental in establishing the United 
Chiefs and Councils of Manitoulin (now UCCMM), 
and served as its founding director for many years. He 
switched gears mid-life to the field of education after 
attaining degrees from Western University in London, 
ON, where he and his family lived for a short time, 
followed by Lakehead University. He served as teacher 
to many members of M’Chigeeng and later as principal 
of Lakeview School and also as principal for many years 
in the remote community of Kashetchewan. He will be 
remembered for his hospitality, mentorship, his quick wit, 
his love of laughter, karaoke, time on the water, moose 
hunting, and the odd casino trip. Family and friends laid 
down some tobacco in memory of their connections with 
Bud at the scared fire after 6 pm on Wednesday, September 
4, 2024 and Thursday, September 5, 2024  at Neil’s place, 
415f Lakeshore Drive in M’Chigeeng. A private ceremony 
for family took place on Friday, September 6, 2024 (same 
location) followed by a feast at the complex. 

JERRY DAVID MCMULLIN
Saying goodbye. We would be honoured to have everyone 
join us in a Celebration of Life for Jerry David McMullin 
on Saturday, September 14, 2024 from 3 to 5 pm at J.D.’s 
Garden Centre, Tehkummah.
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Little Current, Manitoulin Island Wednesday, March 29, 2023

• Careers • Sports • Manitoulin People
Styles

Little Current, Ontario Wednesday, September 11, 2024

Carter George and Kohyn Eshkawkogan updates!
Carter George, now a paid employee of the NHL’s Los Angeles Kings after he 

signed a three-year, entry level contract with the Kings earlier this summer. Cur-
rently, his job has him prepping for the annual, Rookie Faceoff that is to be hosted by 
the Kings this year. The Rookie Faceoff is annually hosted by one of the participat-
ing seven teams. It gives each organization a good, game-situation look at all their 
prospects. Some of the Kings’ on the roster have already played in this event before 
so Carter will get some great experience from potentially older players.  

The 10-game showcase will feature the top prospects from the NHL clubs, also in-
cluding the Anaheim Ducks, Colorado Avalanche, San Jose Sharks, Seattle Kraken, 
Utah Hockey Club and Vegas Golden Knights. The Kings will play three games this 
weekend and all will be live-streamed through the NHL site’s Kings’ page. Good luck, 
Carter!

Kohyn Eshkawkogan, was recently featured on the OHL’s Ottawa 67’s You Tube 
feed. He was shown in a media scrum after a day of their training camp sessions. 
Kohyn handled himself very well despite some of the reporters’ awkward questions! 
He was a great representative for the 67’s, for Manitoulin and Indigenous people as 
he addressed his background. I am sure he will be called upon to speak many more 
times in the near future. Good luck this season, Kohyn!

Ramsey Tour-ists!
Manitoulin was represented by at least three runners in Sudbury’s annual Ransey 

Tour Half Marathon. Local runner, Brooke Simon of Sheguiandah First Nation, 
completed her first 1/2 Marathon, a goal she set early this year. She finished second 
in her division with a time of 2h 28m. The Ramsey Tour 1/2 Marathon is hosted by 
The Sudbury Masters Running Club.  

Mila Odjig, of Wiikwemkoong has also been training for this 1/2 marathon since 
the early spring, with her trainer/coach and Grandpa, Stephen Odjig! She ran a 
great race in under 2 hours with a fabulous, 1:59:19. Grandma Sarah Odjig was the 
support crew and relayed that, “Mila just turned 14 in March but there were no re-
strictions of age and she really wanted to try and she made it with her commitment, 
dedication and love of running”. Her coach said, “she was so ready for the race, she 
was like a spring ready to go. She was very well paced and had a great finish”. That 
she did with a first place in her division and 9th overall!

 Aurel Fox-Recollet has seen a spate of wins lately and repeated, this time, in the 
Tour. He ran the hilly Ramsey course in 1:25:14, that is barely over 4 minutes for 
every single kilometer! Ever!

Not quite Fall, Ball
Congratulations to the LaCloche Lakers Peewees who had a great time at the 

tourney in Espanola. They lost in the semis, but they had a blast Congratulations 
to players: Liam Stephens, Corie Brown, Cohen Rajotte, Megan Roszell, Ryan 
Carter, Sierra Elliott, Roen Deschenes, Emma Foucault, Bryden Romaniuk, 
Gabby Gagne and Reid Martin. Thanks to Coaches, Scott Stephens and Nelson 
Deschenes!

Runners’ events!
The Sudbury Rocks Running Club list nearby races. This weekend is the continua-

tion of the Apex Trail Series with the final, Warrior Race. You choose your distance, 
from 1 to 50km options all on trail or some semblance of a trail apparently.

The weekend of October 5-6th is a very interesting take on ultra running. It is 
called the Backyard Ultra and it all takes place all on a 6.7km trail in Kivi Park. ‘Sim-
ply’, you complete one lap per hour! You even choose how slow or fast you travel. 
You can run hard then sleep, eat, play parchesi or just walk the whole time. 

What a great format! Instead of a usual, lonely distance race, in this case, every 
hour, the remaining group starts together cheering everyone on. You are absolutely 
equal every hour that you last! Also, the 6.7km is a special distance because if you 
can do this for 24 hours you will have run a Metric Century of 100km! Time to crank 
out another Century, Allen Haner?

If you are not running in Kivi Park then you should be at the jewel of their race 
calendar, the annual Wiky Road Race! Sunday October 6th is the fifty-something 
edition of the 10k race! How many have you run?  

Sporting Legacy, secured
Anytime I cover a local athlete, there is often a story to be told about their parent 

or grandparent as well. I am always reminded that genetics of course plays a role 
in forming a familial legacy in sports but as importantly, is the model shown by the 
generations who came before. One sporting legacy in M’Chigeeng is the Debassige 
lineage through Albert (Bud) Debassige, who began his spirit journey last week. 

Through the many memories shared of Bud, there was a common thread of family 
and generosity. The legendary generosity was shared with his family and friends in 
much more than help with dollars. Bud gave of himself as well by being an amazing 
supporter. He did this with his sons, Derek and Neil who rose to the varsity level and 
local sports, stardom! With that experience, he was supremely qualified then for the 
grandkids who he urged on to all-Ontario level, success!  The legacy continues, Baa 
ma pii, Bud.

A good sport is good for 
sports. chipstoquips@

gmail.com

NORTHERN ONTARIO—The Asso-
ciation of Faculties of Medicine of 
Canada (AFMC) is thrilled to wel-
come Dr. Joseph LeBlanc, a member 
of the Wiikwemkoong Unceded Ter-
ritory (WUT) as the organization’s 
new vice-president of social account-
ability.

Dr. LeBlanc is the Associate Dean, 
Equity and Inclusion and Assistant 
Professor, Indigenous Health at the 
Northern Ontario School of Medi-
cine, roles that he will continue to 
hold concurrently with AFMC. He 
is a lifelong Northern Ontarian and 
member of Wiikwemkoong Unceded 
Territory.

As a member of the AFMC lead-
ership team Dr. LeBlanc will spear-
head the implementation of the 
organization’s strategic priorities 
related to social accountability 
and ensure that AFMC committees 
and networks are effectively sup-
ported in this work. This includes 
continued efforts to strengthen an-
ti-racism, Indigenous health, Black 
health, Francophone representation 
and planetary health within Cana-
da’s medical schools.

“I am honoured to join the AFMC 
in this groundbreaking role,” said 
Dr. LeBlanc in a release. “The lead-
ership and advocacy of this group 
has helped to pave the way for excel-
lence in medical education in this 
country. As we all take the next steps 
towards health equity for every Ca-
nadian, I will contribute all I can to 
the critical collaborative work being 
done to move us all forward toward 
a healthier future.”

Dr. LeBlanc has extensive experi-
ence in promoting equity, increas-
ing diversity, and strengthening the 
approach to social accountability in 
medical education. He has received 
several awards including a Top 20 
under 40 Northwestern Ontario Vi-
sionary Award and a Forty under 40 
Northern Ontario Business Award. 
Dr. LeBlanc is passionate about 
community health and well-being 
and is recognized as a leading expert 
in Indigenous food systems and com-
munity development in Canada.

“Joseph’s contributions in this 
field are invaluable and we are ex-
tremely lucky to have him join our 
team,” said AFMC President and 
CEO, Dr. Connie LeBlanc (no rela-
tion to Dr. Joseph LeBlanc). “His 
deep expertise in policy and com-
munity healthy will be instrumental 
in advancing social accountability 
within Canadian medical schools, 
ultimately benefiting all Canadi-
ans.”

“NOSM University is proud of 
Dr. LeBlanc and his appointment 
at this senior level within such an 
important and influential national 
organization,” said Dr. Sarita Ver-
ma, president, vice-chancellor, Dean 
and Chief Executive Officer. “As 
a vice-president in this inaugural 
role, he brings wonderful interper-
sonal and organizational skills, wis-
dom, and true authenticity to issues 
of equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
He will champion the voice of aca-
demic medicine in Canada and help 
us to meet our collective mandate to 
be socially accountable.”

Dr. Joseph LeBlanc named vice-president, 
social accountability of the Association of 
Faculties of Medicine of Canada

Dr. Joseph LeBlanc, a member of the Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory has been named as The 
Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada new vice-president of social accountability.

photo provided.
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Food & Beverage Servers
Bartenders

Laundry Attendant
Housekeeping
Line Cooks 

Please apply in person at the front desk with a 
resumé and be prepared for an interview.

Wages are negotiable.
Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre

66 Meredith St. E.
Little Current, ON  P0P 1K0

Logo Design: Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
proof v2: May 10, 2013

Description/Rationale: Add logotype to Great Spirit Circle Trail icon to create a logo for the 

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre.

Official logo

Alternate logo - Use only when medium cannot accomodate the dimensions of the Official Logo.

Now Hiring!

rainbowschools.caDavid Farrow
Board Chair

Bruce Bourget
Director of Education

 Carpenter
At Rainbow District School Board we are leaders in learning, inspiring 
success for all students by reaching minds and touching hearts.  
Together, we prepare students to become lifelong learners, achieving 
their full potential as confident, caring members of society.

Rainbow District School Board is now accepting applications for a 
Carpenter.

For more information about this employment opportunity, please visit 
www.rainbowschools.ca/join-our-team.

Interested candidates should apply by 3pm Monday, September 16, 
2024 and submit a cover letter, resume and names of three (3) 
references.

For further information send resume to: 
staff3cows@hotmail.com 

or call the store at 705-368-3524 and ask to speak to a Manager.

3 COWS & A CONE IS LOOKING FOR

Come join our team

Year-Round, Full-Time Cooks, 
Kichen-Help & Mature Counter Staff

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Municipality of Gordon/Barrie Island
requires an Energetic, Self-Motivated individual with an Excellent Work Ethic.

The Road Superintendent:
• Must have a valid DZ licence.
• Experience driving snowplow.

• Complete required documentation, maintenance.
• Previous experience with building & roads maintenance would be beneficial.

Applications close September 16th at noon.

Please make further inquiries/applications to:
The Municipality of Gordon/Barrie Island

Carrie Lewis, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer
Box 680

Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0
Tel 705-282-2702

clerk@gordonbarrieisland.ca

Alexandra 
Wilson-Zegil

After two months of 
beach days, summer jobs, 
travelling and adventures 
with friends, summer 
break has come to a close. 
Manitoulin Secondary 
School students are now 

entering the 2024-2025 
school year, with brand 
new classes of incoming 
Grade 9s and outgoing 
Grade 12s. 

The very first week of 
high school is always an 

important transition pe-
riod. The grade nine stu-
dents are learning where 
their classes are, meeting 
new friends and tackling 
the combination locks on 
their lockers. Getting into 
new routines can be tough 
but by the end of the first 
week everyone was set-
tled in! At the same time, 
our seniors had their 
“last first day” on Tues-
day, September 3, when 
schools opened. Soon, 
university and college ap-
plication portals will open 
and our senior students 
will be making decisions 
about the next chapter in 
their lives. 

A few new policies 
have been introduced to 
MSS. One of these poli-

...continued on page 3A
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WIKWEMIKONG NURSINGWIKWEMIKONG NURSING  HOMEHOME
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
ACTIVITYACTIVITY  ASSISTANTASSISTANT

Under the direction and supervision of the Activity Manager, the Activity Assistant shall provide 
recreation and leisure programs to the residents in accordance with the Long-Term Care Act. The 
Activity Assistant will provide for the individual needs of the assigned resident in accordance 
with the recreation and leisure care plan through the maintenance of the residents, optimum 
level of functioning physically, emotionally, socially, culturally, intellectually and spiritually.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open until filled.
All applicants must submit a cover letter, resume, three work-related 

references, copies of diplomas and/or certificates to:
Activity Assistant

Wikwemikong Nursing Home
Jamie Wassegijig, Activity Manager

2281 Wikwemikong Way, P.O. Box 114
Wiikwemkoong, ON P0P 2J0

Email:  jamie.wassegijig@wikwemikongnursinghome.com

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Ensure and promote the provision of resident centred services to meet the 

needs of residents.
• Provide supervision and/or assistance to the resident in recreation and leisure 

programming as the individual plan of care meets the needs and expectations.
• Provide programs to the resident with respect to their senses and 

communication.
• Provides for an assist in achieving the resident’s nutritional needs.
• Provides for and implements preventatives and safety measures and reports 

unsafe conditions.
• Provides support services to meet the needs of the residents.
• Assist in financial management.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• A diploma or degree in recreation and leisure studies, therapeutic recreation, 

kinesiology or other related from a community college or university or enrolled 
in community college or university in such a field.

• Ability to work independently as well as cooperatively with others in care team.
• Ability to interact with residents, families and visitors to create a warm and 

pleasant atmosphere.
• One year’s experience in a long-term care facility is an asset.
• Proficiency in oral and written English, have a keen interest in working with the 

elderly and rotating shifts.
• Fluency in the Ojibway Language would be a definite asset.

Salary: $20.58 - $25.84 (Based on Experience)
Status: Full-Time (2)
Posting Date: August 28, 2024

The successful applicant will be required to provide a Criminal Reference Check and Vulnerable Sector Check. 
We thank all applicants; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

The Maintenance services in the home are available to ensure that the 
building, including both interior and exterior areas, and its operational 
systems are maintained in good repair; and electrical and non-electrical 
equipment are kept in good repair and maintained. Including all 
plumbing fixtures, toilets, sinks, grab bars and washroom fixtures and 
accessories are kept maintained.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open until filled.
All applicants must submit a cover letter, resume, three work-related 

references, copies of diplomas and/or certificates to:
Maintenance Personnel

Wikwemikong Nursing Home
Elizabeth Cooper, Administrator/Director of Care

2281 Wikwemkong Way, P.O. Box 114
Wiikwemkoong, ON P0P 2J0

Email:  elizabeth.cooper@wikwemikongnursinghome.com

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Be familiar with Occupational Health and Safety.
• Facilitate relationships between and among residents, relatives, 

staff and community.
• Follows all Infection Control policies and procedures.
• Identifies areas of risk and notifies Management.
• Ongoing repairs and maintenance of the organization.
• Ability to follow a preventive maintenance program.
• Keeping accurate records & reports.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Ability to read, write and understand oral and written instructions, 

and maintain maintenance data.
• Possess basic knowledge of laundry systems, ability to read and 

interpret manuals related to equipment and systems.
• Commitment to learn and use the Aanishnaabemowin language. 

Fluency in Aanishnaabemowin would be a definite asset.
• Minimum two years' experience.
• Possess a valid G licence.

Salary: $20.58 - 26.00 | Pending Experience
Status: Full-Time
Posting Date: August 28, 2024

WIKWEMIKONGWIKWEMIKONG  NURSINGNURSING  HOMEHOME
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
MAINTENANCE PERSONNELMAINTENANCE PERSONNEL  

The successful applicant will be required to provide a Criminal Reference Check and Vulnerable Sector Check. 
We thank all applicants; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

As a cook you will be responsible for preparing high-quality meals 
to meet the nutritional needs of the residents, while consistently 
maintaining the relevant health, hygiene and safety standards. As an 
employee of Wikwemikong Nursing Home, you will enjoy growing your 
career and be a part of a dedicated team that positively impacts the 
lives of the residents.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open until filled.
Entitled to benefits and pension after completing probation.
All applicants must submit a cover letter, resume, three work-related 

references, copies of diplomas and/or certificates to:
Cook

Wikwemikong Nursing Home
Chris Lethbridge, Food Service Supervisor

2281 Wikwemikong Way, P.O. Box 114
Wiikwemkoong, ON P0P 2J0

Email:  chris.lethbridge@wikwemikongnursinghome.com

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Ensure all meals are served on time, at appropriate temperatures 

and in portion-controlled quantities. 
• Prepare food for cooking, cleaning, and processing all raw 

ingredients.
• Prepare meals for residents following the regular and therapeutic 

menu.
• Serve meals to residents following the posted dietary guidelines 

and resident preferences.
• Follow safe food handling practices and sanitation regulations.
• Rotate all food supplies and ensure all stored and prepared food is 

properly labelled.
• Support resident preferences and choices.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Food service worker certificate, or willing to be enrolled with 

employment. 
• Previous cooking experience in an institutional setting, preferably 

long-term care.
• Demonstrate knowledge of safe food handling practices.
• Fluency in the Ojibway language would be a definite asset, or 

willingness to learn.

Salary: $20.86 - 27.25 | Based on Experience & Qualification
Status: Full-Time
Posting Date: August 28, 2024

WIKWEMIKONGWIKWEMIKONG  NURSINGNURSING  HOMEHOME
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
MORNING COOKMORNING COOK

The successful applicant will be required to provide a Criminal Reference Check and Vulnerable Sector Check. 
We thank all applicants; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY/ 
POSSIBILITÉ D’EMPLOI

Program Coordinator/Coordonnatrice ou 
coordonnateur de programme

This full time, contract position will be required to work out of 
our Little Current office and/or any satellite office within our 

catchment area.

La personne retenue pour ce poste à temps plein, contractuel, 
devra travailler à partir de notre bureau de Little Current et/ou 

de tout bureau satellite dans la zone que nous desservons.

For FULL details see our website/ 
Pour plus de détails, consultez notre site web 

https://www.mnvictimservices.ca

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS/ 
LA DATE LIMITE POUR POSTULER EST
Wednesday, September 25, 2024 AT 4:00 PM/ 

le 25 septembre 2024 à 16 h.

Please submit resume, with covering letter, to:/ 
Veuillez envoyer votre curriculum vitæ accompagné d’une 

lettre de présentation à:
Victim Services Hiring Committee/Comité d’embauche des 

services aux victimes
Manitoulin Northshore Victim Services/ 

Services aux victimes de Manitoulin Northshore
54 rue Boosneck Road, Unit 101

C.P./P.O. Box 702
Little Current, ON

P0P 1K0
Email to: Amy Collins, Executive Director/ 

Courriel: Amy Collins, directrice générale, à, at 
mnvs@vianet.ca

Alexandra 
Wilson-Zegil

cies is the province-wide 
cellphone ban. Students 
all over Ontario are no 
longer allowed the use of 
phones in the classroom, 
they must keep their de-
vices out of sight while in 
class. MSS is encourag-
ing students to keep their 
phones turned off and in 
their lockers. The second 
policy is that backpacks 
and coats are no longer al-
lowed in classrooms and 
MSS students must keep 
these belongings in their 
locker for the duration of 
the school day. 

The first cross coun-
try meeting was held on 
Wednesday, September 
4 and the first mountain 
biking and golfing meet-
ing was held on Friday, 
September 6. With these 
competition seasons 
quickly approaching, it 
was important to get a 
head start in recruiting 
teams! 

The MSS robotics team 
has also opened its doors 
for the new school year 
with their first meeting 
being held on Thursday, 
September 5. Their robot 
and some team members 
also made an appearance 
in the parade at the Man-
itowaning Fall Fair this 
weekend. 

There are still spots 
available on the annual 
Stratford trip! This year 
students are being tak-
en to Stratford, Ontario 
to see incredible pro-
fessional performances 
of ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
‘Twelfth Night,’ ‘La Cage’ 
and ‘Something Rotten.’ 
Along with these perfor-
mances students can par-
ticipate in theatre work-
shops. For students in the 

Arts and Culture Spe-
cialist High Skills Major, 
half of the trip costs are 
taken care of! 

The new school year is 
an exciting time for both 
staff and students, and 

while some might not be 
ready to let go of sum-
mer relaxation, there is 
always plenty to keep stu-
dents occupied at MSS! 

Until next time, go, 
Mustangs, go! 

...continued from page 2A
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Silver Water hall celebrates 75th anniversary
SILVER WATER—About 100 people met 
at the Silver Water Community War Me-
morial Hall to celebrate the 75th anniversa-
ry of its construction and official opening.

“I made a presentation at the gathering, 
and there was a good discussion among 
those on hand of local residents who were 
kids at the time and some of the things 
that have taken place at the hall over the 
years, and at the old Foresters Hall before 
that,” said Marie Leeney.

In her presentation on the history of the 
hall, Ms. Leeney went back to information 
found on The Manitoulin Recorder micro-
film from 1945 at the local library and the 
minute books form the Women’s Institute 
to gather information such as the fund-
raising carried out by the resilient people 
of the community, and the official dedica-
tion ceremony held by the newly formed 
Royal Canadian Legion (Branch 514) on 
November 10, 1949 with about 240 people 
attending. She pointed out an opening 
dance had been held Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9 with some three hundred or more in 
attendance.

“An official financial report called ‘Here It is In a 
Nutshell’ dated (February 28, 1950, to 1964) showed do-
nations from Lester B. Pearson, Owen Sound Trans-
portation, Purvis Brothers, Robert Simpson Company 
(later Simpson Sears) and local people just to name a 
few. Expenses, as well as time and materials donated 
were presented at the anniversary, along with an offi-
cial deed of land between John McGibbon to John Ed-
monds, William Clark and William Priddle represent-

ing trustees for the people of Robinson Township, dated 
May 15, 1913, appears to be for the property of the hall 
and ballfield,” wrote Ms. Leeney.

The Manitoulin Recorder reported on November 10, 
1949, “another very fine community memorial centre 
has been dedicated and formally opening this week, 
namely, the new hall at Silver Water. The dream of a 
new modern hall has long been in the minds of the peo-
ple of this energetic community, and they are deserv-
ing of great praise for the way in which they have tack-
led their problem and overcame the many obstacles in 
their path.”

“The property on which the hall is situated consists 
of two and a half acres, located at the top of the hill and 
surrounded by a grove of nice maple trees,” the Record-
er reported. “The Township of Robinson purchased the 
lot some years ago from John McGibbon, and it has 
been made use of for field days, picnics, baseball, soft-
ball and other sports.”

Another report on the dedication published in the 
Recorder read, “A beautiful service of dedication was 
held Sunday, November 6 at the new memorial commu-
nity hall at 3 pm. The weather was a bit dull, but we 
fortunately had no rain. Some 240 residents and friends 
from surrounding communities well filled the splendid 
new building. The veterans provided and had special 
seating. Mr. Geo. Trick was chairman and others occu-

pying seats on the platform were Rev 
G. Thompson, B A, of Gore Bay, Mr. 
Jasper Noble.”

“A choir of 27 led the singing, with 
Mrs. Ted Addison as pianist. Mr. 
Frank Priddle, formerly of Silver 
Water officially opened the ceremo-
nies with a dedication prayer by Rev. 
Leck. Mr. Archie Duncanson cut the 
ribbon pronouncing the doors open. 
open. Mr. W C Duncanson gave an 
address followed by a reply from 
Comrade Orland Wismer.”

“Mr. Jasper Noble read the scrip-
ture lesson. R.G. Thompson’s ad-
dress was inspiring, a bit humorous 
in spots, also thought provoking. 
Two hymns were sung by all and 
the choirs rendition of “O Valliant 
Hats” following two minutes of si-
lence, was evidently appreciated,” 
reported the Recorder. 

In 1946 a start was made toward 
the erection of the new hall, lumber 
was acquired and excavation made 
for a basement. Scarcity of building 

materials and a lack of ready cash called a halt to pro-
ceedings and for another couple of years the people of 
the community continued to work and dream of the day 
when the new hall would become a reality.

During the summer of 1949 it was decided to make a 
determined effort to have the hall completed in time for 
their annual fowl supper and although there is of ne-
cessity some finishing up to be done, the work was suf-
ficiently advanced as to allow a dedication service on 
Sunday, November 6 and a formal opening by a dance 
on November 9,” it was recorded.

At the anniversary, a slide show along with more 
photos, and the minute books from the Silver Water 
Women’s Institute were on display. The Women’s Insti-
tute were responsible for getting the Community Hall 
Fund Raising club started in 1946 and the community 
news published in the Manitoulin Recorder.

Ms. Leeney pointed out at the anniversary celebra-
tion, a lasagna supper was served with goodwill dona-
tions offered, netting $1,000. “We are raising money to 
put in a new bathroom on the main floor of the build-
ing.” 

“Thank you ever so much to all who attended to learn 
a little history of this building and adding to the coffers 
for the next much needed project, a washroom on the 
main floor,” added Ms. Leeney.

This photo shows the inside of the Silver Water Community War Memorial Hall at its opening 75 years 
ago.

photo provided.

A 75th anniversary celebration for the Silver Water Community 
War Memorial Hall (shown in photo during its construction), was 
held recently.
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