
by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre, 
Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter
MANITOULIN—New data re-
leased by the Ontario College 
of Family Physicians reveals 
a troubling statistic: nearly 
32,000 individuals residing in 
the Greater Sudbury, Manito-
ulin Island and Parry Sound 
area lack access to a family 
doctor. Shockingly, this figure 
may nearly double within the 
next two years if immediate 
action is not taken. Describing 
the situation as a worsening 
crisis, the college emphasizes 
the urgent need for interven-
tion by provincial authorities.

According to Dave Cour-
temanche, a board member of 
the Ontario College of Family 
Physicians and the executive 
director of City of Lakes Fami-
ly Health Team in Sudbury, the 
region is currently grappling 
with a significant healthcare 
crisis characterized by a mass 
departure of physicians from 
family medicine. This trend is 
evident province-wide, but its 
impact is particularly acute 
here in Northern Ontario.

While Mr. Courtemanche 
cites compensation levels for 
family doctors and heavy ad-
ministrative loads as the ma-
jor culprits, Dr. Maurianne 
Reade, rural generalist and 
President of Professional Staff 
of the Manitoulin Health Cen-
tre (MHC), says that the issue 

is much more complex. 
“There are a variety of fac-

tors that have contributed 
to the current crisis we are 
facing,” she said. “This dates 
back to the late ‘80s and mid-
’90s when we saw big cuts to 
medical school enrollments 
which has caused a big gap 
in the training of doctors. 
And then of course, the onset 
COVID-19 pandemic aggravat-
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Hunt Eggs, not Bunnies!
You’ll find specially designed Easter eggs hidden in the ads throughout this paper. 
There are 20 of them. It’s also a contest and there are prizes. 
FULL DETAILS ON PAGE 9. HAPPY EASTER!

They look like this:

Kids’ Easter events roundup ...Page 3

Study indicates Ontario’s
near-North region may see
over 60,000 area residents
without doctors in 2 years
Manitoulin Island included in report

IN TRIBUTE—The Colorado Avalanche paid tribute to Chris ‘Naanoongshkaahs’ Simon baa, who helped the team to a 
Stanley Cup in 1998, following the news of their former player’s passing on March 18. Mr. Simon was 52. His funeral is 
being held today, Wednesday, March 27 in his hometown of Wawa. The beloved First Nations hockey icon has strong 
family ties to Manitoulin, specifically Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory.            photo courtesy Colorado Avalanche

Former NHL enforcer Chris Simon
dead at 52, family suspects CTE

Chronic traumatic encephalopathy linked
to early deaths through repeated head trauma

Ontario extends
locum MD subsidy
to September 30

Island concussion specialist supports
opinion of CTE’s long-term negative effects Indigenous police forces demand Ontario

allow OPP to assist in enforcing BCRs
by Tom Sasvari
M’CHIGEENG—Ontario Regional Chief Glen Hare and First Nations 
leadership told provincial lawmakers last week that their police ser-
vices will no longer be able to keep First Nations communities safe 
once Ontario’s new policing legislation comes into effect and they will 
go to court on the issue if the province doesn’t come forward.

“They still want to control how the legislation is written and how 
much is given,” Ontario Regional Chief Glen Hare told The Expositor. 

“We met with government members and we didn’t hear any com-
mitments to reach a timely resolution,” said Ontario Regional Chief 
Hare. “The Attorney General and Solicitor General declined to meet 
with us, and the Minister of Indigenous Affairs, Greg Rickford, does 
not seem inclined to entertain our solution, which is to pass a sim-
ple regulatory change that recognizes our band council resolutions 
(BCRs).”

The Community Safety and Policing Act was introduced by the pro-
vincial government in 2019 to modernize policing. Section 11 of The 

by Michael Erskine
QUEEN’S PARK—As the 
month-end deadline loomed on 
pandemic-era provincial gov-
ernment program that assists 
rural and Northern hospitals 
avoid temporary emergency 
room closures, a temporary 
six month extension has been 
announced.

The Temporary Locum Pro-
gram (TLP) has been renewed 
a number of times, usually at 
the eleventh hour, and was 
to expire at the end of March. 
Hospitals have been informed 
that they will continue to be 
eligible for the funding until 
September 30.

by Tom Sasvari
WAWA—While he was imposing, 
standing at 6’3” and 232 pounds, for-
mer National Hockey League (NHL) 
player Chris ‘Naanoongshkaahs’ Si-
mon, who was born in Wawa, but has 
strong family ties to Wiikwemkoong 
Unceded Territory was known by 
friends, coaches and friends to be the 
kind of guy who was soft-spoken and 
always wanting to help others.

As Ted Nolan, Mr. Simon’s coach 
while he was a member of the Soo 

Greyhounds of the Ontario Hockey 
League (and later as a member of the 
New York Islanders of the NHL) de-
scribed him, “he was a great big ted-
dy bear.”

Mr. Simon took his own life at the 
age of 52 on Monday, March 18 in 
his hometown of Wawa. His fami-
ly released a statement through his 
former agent Paul Theofanous on 
his passing: “The family strongly 

by Tom Sasvari
M’CHIGEENG—The family of the late National 
Hockey League (NHL) enforcer Chris Simon, who 
passed away on Monday, March 18,is convinced 
that he suffered from chronic traumatic enceph-
alopathy (CTE), a condition suffered by many 
athletes who have suffered ongoing head trauma 
through their careers.

Derek Debassige, of Manitoulin Physio in 
M’Chigeeng, has a concussion clinic as part of 
Manitoulin Physio’s practice and has studied 
CTE and its effects on athletes.

“I think these days we have different protocols 
in place and are much more robust in terms of 
new education protocols such as return to play 
guidelines, players who get hit in the head or suf-
fer concussions still suffer brain injuries,” Mr. 
Debassige said. “It is very important for one to 
give themselves and their brain the time to recov-
er from a concussion or serious head injury.”

The Expositor contacted Mr. Debassige after 
the announcement last week that Mr. Simon 
passed away from suicide, his family says as a re-
sult of mental health issues caused by CTE. The 
retired NHLer was from Wawa but has strong fa-
milial ties to Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory. 

Mr. Debassige did not know Mr. Simon person-
ally but had seen him play hockey. “I understand 
his death involved CTE related mental health 
issues. I don’t know the extent of the injuries he 
suffered over the course of his career. I know he 
was a heck of a player, but he was also known as 
an enforcer.”

“When it comes to CTE, over time a brain is af-
fected by repeated head injuries, hits to the head 
and concussion,” said Mr. Debassige. “Over time, 
before an athlete recovers from injuries and con-
cussions, they get back into action and suffer an-

The late Chris Simon with 
ties to Wiikwemkoong 
Unceded Territory.
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Manitoulin, 4elements 
chosen as Festival Hub 
by Ontario Culture Days
MANITOULIN—Manitoulin Island and partner 4elements Living 
Arts has been chosen as one of the Ontario communities that will 
be an official fall festivals hub. Ontario Culture Days (OCD) an-
nounced the 13 Ontario communities selected last week. The festi-
val will run from September 20-October 13 across Ontario.

“Manitoulin Island is an exciting addition to our festival hub 
network,” stated Ruth Burns, executive director of OCD. “With 
4elements Living Arts’ remarkable contributions to Ontario Cul-
ture Days, this partnership signifies a natural progression in our 
journey.”

“The Manitoulin Hub represents an important destination in 
Northern Ontario,” said Ms. Burns. “We look forward to celebrat-
ing the region’s rich cultural and artistic traditions this fall.”

The festival hubs serve as local community leads for Ontario 
Culture Days, helping visitors to find events and learn more about 
the festival. Hubs represent a selection of the diverse communities 
within Ontario and present a high volume of quality programming 
for all ages during the annual festival.

“If you’re searching for a creative community to visit this fall, 
look no further than our festival hubs!” said Ruth Burns, execu-
tive director, OCD. “We are thrilled to announce our 2024 festival 
hubs from towns and cities across Ontario. Festival hubs provide 
on-the-ground representation and help get the word out about the 
hundreds of community events that will happen in their communi-
ties this September.”

“Let’s work together. What we will be doing as Four Elements 
Living Arts is hosting our annual Elemental Festival from Septem-
ber 20-21,” said Susan Snelling, president of 4e. “We are seeking in-
formation from groups and organizations who are holding any type 
of cultural/arts events during this time (September 20-October 13) 
to let us know. Ontario Cultural Days will promote the event. We 

Patrick Madahbee Anishinabek Commissioner on Governance, stands with Sheshegwaning First Nation council 
members Angela McLeod, Ann Cada, Marie McLeod and Jennifer Sampson at the Sheshegwaning governance 
celebrations.

Custom election rules prevail at Sheshegwaning
by Tom Sasvari
SHESHEGWANING FIRST NATION—It took 
time and patience, but this Western Manito-
ulin First Nation has stuck to its guns, main-
taining its right to use its own decision-making 
processes and recognizing its own traditional, 
customary voting protocol.

This is at the core of Indigenous self-govern-
ment and Sheshegwaning, along with Aundeck 
Omni Kaning, Zhiibaahaasing and Rocky Bay 
First Nation have overcome objections by the 
federal government of Canada. The position 
taken by Sheshegwaning and the other First 
Nations has led to an amendment to the voting 
process for the Anishinabek Nation Gover-
nance Act. It echoes the community’s position 
that the community and its council have final 
say over Sheshegwaning’s voting process as a 
customary procedure.

“I think this is historic, it is precedent set-
ting,” stated Patrick Madahbee, Anishinabek 
Commissioner on Governance at a Sheshegwan-
ing Governance celebration March 18. “You 
should be proud of the decisions made by your 
leadership to get to this point. Right now, the 
government has so many processes in place 
that don’t make any sense. By staying with 
your original position, it means going forward 

decisions for Sheshegwaning will be made by 
its citizens.”

Joseph Laford senior, who provided an open-
ing drum song said, “This day has been a very 
long time in coming. We have wanted to govern 
ourselves for a very long time. It was leaders 
like Patrick (Madahbee) that initially initi-
ated this process years ago.” Sheshegwaning 
pushed for the historical change in the voting 
process, and it was our leadership that pulled 
this all together, he said. 

“I think it is a step in the right direction and 
we are taking the first steps in the process,” 
said Mr. Laford. “We should all be proud of 
this.”

Sheshegwaning band councillor and deputy 
chief Ann Cada said, “On behalf of chief (Ala-
na Endanawas, who was unable to attend the 
celebration due to illness) and council I would 
like to thank everyone for coming out here this 
evening for this celebration. We would like to 
thank our entire team for making this possi-
ble. We have waited a long time to be able to 
take the steps to govern our own community.” 

Ms. Cada said, “This is very significant for 
us. Now everyone in the community will be 

MSS, Wiikwemkoong robotics 
teams have successful first 
competitions in North Bay
by Tom Sasvari 
MANITOULIN—Both Manitou-
lin Secondary School (MSS) and 
Wiikwemkoong High School 
FIRST Robotics teams had suc-
cess at the first competition of 
the season, held in North Bay at 
Nipissing University this past 
weekend.

The MSS Metal Robotics 
#6865 team, “won the Engi-
neering Inspiration Award for 
setting engineering excellence 
in the school and the commu-
nity, and will interview for it at 
the provincial championships 
in Mississauga (being held in 
April),” said MSS team mentor 
Yana Bauer. 

MSS member Amara Wil-
son-Zegil won the safety all 
start award at the competition 
and Ms. Bauer was nominat-
ed by her team for the Woodie 
Flowers top mentor award and 
will compete for it at the provin-
cial championships.

Chris Mara, mentor of the 
WHS #5672 robotics team told 
the Expositor, “We won the 
Judges Award For Cultural Am-
bassadors. Our design team had 
done a really interesting wood-
land theme which was integrat-
ed in the robot design with art, 
logo, team t-shirts  and the three 

panels that were displayed in 
the pit area at the competition.”

Mr. Mara also explained team 
members Pahquis Trudeau and 
Chyella George represented 
WHS at the opening ceremonies 
to the competition in grass and 
jingle dress dance.

As for the robots competition 
Mr. Mara explained, “It was 
definitely an uphill battle all 
day. The team had to do lots of 
trouble shooting and reassess-

Lake Mindemoya shoreline development 
proponents, Split Crow present to council
by Michael Erskine
CENTRAL MANITOULIN—
An anticipated presentation to 
Central Manitoulin’s Finance 
and Economic Development 
Committee by Split Crow, the 
developers of a proposed 39-lot 
subdivision to be located on 
the shores of Lake Mindemoya 
proved largely anticlimactic, as 
the proponents had little to add 
to what was already known.

Committee chair Council-
lor Brian Mitchell informed 
those present that, following 
the presentation by Split Crow, 
committee members could ask 
questions, but that no ques-
tions would be allowed from 
members of the public.

The committee consists of 
Councillors Rose Diebolt, Der-
ek Stephens, Dale Scott and 
alternate member Mayor Rich-
ard Stephens with staff member 
Jodee Webb in support.

Taking the lead on behalf of 
the proponent at the presenta-
tion was Gord Keatley, of Keat-
ley Surveying in Little Current. 
Asked how long he would need 
for the presentation, Mr. Keat-

ley responded ‘only a few min-
utes’ noting that the presenta-
tion would be short.

Mr. Keatley noted that a 
number of studies required for 
the development remain to be 
completed, particularly envi-
ronmental impacts, as various 
species’ lifecycles in the pro-
posed subdivision area on Trac-
ey Road take place at different 
times of the year, while archae-
ological clearing of the areas of 
interest by Patrick Julig awaits 

improvements in the weather.
The surveyor/agent noted 

that once those reports were 
completed, there would remain 
the matter of meeting stipula-
tions set out by the municipal-
ity, but that the proponents felt 
it was time to “get in and have 
a meeting with Central Manito-
ulin.”

Mr. Keatley noted that con-
cluded the presentation and 
that it was more of a “question 

Manitoulin hosts 
egg-citing Easter 
events roundup
MANITOULIN—Hippity hoppi-
ty, Easter’s on its way! Here is a 
useful guide to the Easter events 
happening across Manitoulin Is-
land this weekend.

Aundeck Omni Kaning
Aundeck Omni Kaning is 

hosting an Easter egg hunt on 
Friday, March 29 at 2 pm at the 
Four Directions Complex.

Assiginack
Manitoulin’s oldest Easter 

egg hunt, the Township of As-
siginack’s, is back on Sunday, 
March 31 at the Fields fami-
ly property on Highway 6, by 
Fields Marine, at 1:30 pm. The 
event is open to children up to 
age 12, but all are welcome to 
come and watch. Don’t forget 
your basket!

Billings
The Township of Billings Eas-

ter egg hunt gets underway at 
11 am on Saturday, March 30 on 

Island public speakers take five of nine slots
by Michael Erskine
FALCONBRIDGE—Island competitors in this 
year’s annual 2024 Royal Canadian Legion Zone 
H3 Public Speaking Competition held Sunday, 
March 10 at Legion Branch 336 in Falconbridge 
took a whopping five out of nine slots. 

“There were a total of 13 speakers (primary  - 
four speakers, junior - four speakers, and inter-
mediate - five speakers),” noted Little Current 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 177 organizer 
Charles Adam of Honora Bay. “All speakers are 
to be congratulated for their entertaining and 
insightful speeches. It was a delight to have such 
thoughtful and engaged youth participation.”

The results were as follows: Primary: 1st place: 
Arlo, Branch 514 Western Manitoulin; 2nd place: 
Piper, Branch 177 Little Current; and 3rd place:  
Anhad, Branch 39 Espanola. Junior: 1st place: Ri-
ley, Branch  514 Western Manitoulin; 2nd place: 
Austin, Branch 503 Onaping Falls; and 3rd place: 
Bria, Branch 564 Lockerby. Intermediate: 1st 
place: Carmel, Branch 564 Lockerby; 2nd place: 
Amber, Branch 177 Little Current; 3rd place:  
Rylee, Branch 514 Western Manitoulin.

The Expositor congratulates all of the partic-
ipants and assures each of them that they have 
done their communities proud.

...continued on page 7
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“who dares not offend cannot be honest”

One Manitowaning Road
opinion

editorial
Youth again demonstrate Manitoulin is the little Island that could

Congratulations are due to the youth of Manitoulin Island who 
have recently returned from parts away bearing accolades and 
plaudits for everything from hockey to public speaking to robotics.

In each case over the past few weeks these amazing young people 
have done us all proud with their accomplishments and have prov-
en to be outstanding ambassadors for their communities.

Whether it is passing the puck to allow a teammate to score in a 
hard-fought Little Native Hockey League game down in Markham, 
wowing the judges in a FIRST Robotics meet in North Bay or telling 
it like it is in the Legion public speaking contest in Falconbridge, 
our youth never fail to demonstrate their dedication, hard work 
and determination to succeed. They provide a testament that does 
each and every one of us proud.

Manitoulin’s youth have always seemed to punch way above 
their weight when it comes to placing their talents and skills up 
against those of their contemporaries in far larger communities, 
and they do so with the limited resources available in small ru-
ral centres—proving themselves to be “resourceful” in the truest 
sense of the word.

We would be remiss to not mention the families, parents, aunts, 

uncles, siblings and other caregivers who have provided the sup-
port and encouragement that helps to enable Manitoulin youth to 
be all that they can be or become.

Each year, youth from Manitoulin Secondary School and Wasse 
Abin Wiikwemkoong High School travel to distant lands providing 
aid (in the case of the solar light programs at MSS), or learning 
about other cultures, as in the recent journey undertaken by Jason 
Thibault’s class to Belize.

Wherever they travel, these intrepid young ambassadors have 
presented themselves with the unfailing polite decorum they have 
learned from their families, friends and neighbours.

It is often said that “our children are our future” and looking 
at these accomplished young individuals there is no mistaking the 
fact that the future looks bright.

These young men and women will, in turn, raise children who 
will doubtlessly go on to continue the traditions of success demon-
strated by their parents.

Manitoulin has much to be proud of in these troubled times—and 
not the least of which are its youth. Once again, we say, well done 
one and all. Keep up the outstanding work.

letters
Memories of the late Brian Mulroney expressed

He acted as a dignified and civilized first minister
To the Expositor:

R.I.P. Brian Mulroney.
In 1985 I was employed by the Ontario Ministry of Intergovern-

mental Affairs and found myself seconded to the Canadian Inter-
governmental Conference Secretariat (CICS).

During my two year secondment I was the secretary to all 
cross-Canada intergovernmental conferences of: provincial-ter-
ritorial deputy ministers; provincial-territorial ministers; feder-
al-provincial-territorial (FPT) deputy-ministers; and  FPT minis-
ters; and responsible for the Health, Social Services, Justice and 
Juvenile Justice portfolios.

As part of its 1982 repatriation of its Constitution in 1982, Canada 
promised the Crown that it would hold at least two First Minister 
level Constitutional Conferences intended to attempt to define and 
entrench the rights of Canada’s First Nations, Métis and Inuit peo-
ples within our Constitution. 

It is noteworthy to say that the Assembly of First Nations, the 
Métis and Inuit peoples (as well as the Native Council of Canada) 
each had two delegates seated at the table of all FPT minister-level 
conferences held between 1982 and the second of the two guaran-
teed First Ministers Constitutional Conference held in 1987, a con-
ference that I coordinated. 

I provided this rather lengthy introduction as background to 
the context of the three occasions during which I got to personal-
ly see Brian Mulroney in action as our prime minister. Specifical-
ly, during the publicly televised 1987 First Ministers Constitutional 
Conference on Aboriginal Rights, during the impromptu in camera 
session held during said conference and during the first (1987) of 
two First Minister Meech Lake conferences.

While none of these constitutional conferences resulted in the de-
sired ends, I should say that I was most impressed with the dignity, 
the comportment and the wisdom that Brian Mulroney exhibited 
as my prime minister during each of those occasions. (NB - and 
most particularly so during the closed session, sleeves rolled up, 
rather heated, no bars held back, down in the gutters behaviour 
exhibited by some.)

Our prime minister, I must say, acted in the most dignified and 
civilized manner I can only hope will always be becoming of our 
First Minister. 

Do I agree with all he did during his tenure as prime minister? 
No. But I’ll leave those to another day.

Gary Champagne
Ottawa

(formerly of  Mindemoya)

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—With anticipated operating 
funding not being provided this year, 4ele-
ments Living Arts is seeking public input on 
what they should focus on as well as strat-
egies on how to get there. In the meantime, 
the group has formed a plan that will mean 
an expanded annual Elemental Festival this 
fall.

“We held a strategic planning discussion 
with members after our annual general meet-
ing (held March 18),” said Susan Snelling, 
president of 4e. In past years, 4e has been re-
cipients of Ontario Arts Council (OAC) oper-
ating funding, but the organization has been 
informed it will not receive this funding in 
2023-2024. “There is no question that this will 
impact our future plans.” She explained at 
the close of its annual meeting, “The meet-
ing was opened up for community input on 
the direction 4e could consider and how they 
could address the very real capacity and re-
source limitations we are facing.” 

In prior years the funding provided by 
OAC has gone toward operating costs for 4e 
and the group is very grateful for receiving 
this support. “So, we want to get peoples’ 
thoughts as to where we are now, what we 
should focus on and strategies to help us get 
there.”

“Yes, there are a lot of small non-profit or-
ganizations that are not receiving funding 
this year,” said Ms. Snelling. “One thing that 
was emphasized at our meeting is that we 
need to collaborate and work in partnership 
with other groups and organizations. And 
one partnership we already have in place in-
volves the annual Elemental Festival taking 
place September 20-21, 2024.”

“We are collaborating with NorthWords 
Festival of Words hosted by the Billings Li-
brary,” announced Ms. Snelling. “They were 

saying their members were feeling tired and 
stretched out, the same way we feel, so we 
are joining together to have an expanded 
arts and literacy program as part of the an-
nual festival. It really makes sense for us to 
work together. By partnering, the festival 
will be bigger and broader and work with 
existing volunteer capacity.”

“We will be exploring other partnerships 
and getting further input on what we should 
be focusing on and are asking for more pub-
lic input,” said Ms. Snelling.  

“We want 4e to do well and we need new 
people and ideas to help take us there,” said 
Ms. Snelling. 

At the 4e annual meeting, Ms. Snelling 
provided the president’s report in part. “4el-
ements Living Arts is pleased to be deliver-
ing our vision and mission: engaged experi-
ences of land, arts and community.” The 4e 
mission “is to nurture and inspire commu-
nity engagement in land-based arts on Man-
itoulin Island.”

“In 2022-2023, 4elements has continued 
with our artist in residence program, tak-
ing place in our mobile studio. The mo-
bile studio is a live/workspace for artist 
residencies, allowing artists to spend a 
period of time immersed in a location to 
do land-based work,” said Ms. Snelling. 
“Spencer Rice was our third artist in resi-
dence in the mobile studio, staying in Wiik-
wemkoong for their time with us in the fall of 
2023. This residency was supported through 
an Ontario Arts Council Visual Arts grant. 
Spencer is an Indigenous visual artist who 
developed their technique and offered work-
shops as art of their residency.”

“In September 2023, we offered the Ele-
mental Festival in Kagawong and welcomed 
more than 300 community members to the 
festival,” continued Ms. Snelling. “Candice 

Irwin provided amazing coordination for 
the festival,” she said, acknowledging her 
work and the work of volunteers. “The fes-
tival featured many remarkable performers 
and a special fundraising dinner offered by 
Mast. 4e received funding from the Canadi-
an Heritage Local Festivals Fund and North-
ern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation) to 
support Elemental Festival.”

“With funding from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, 4e has been offering arts work-
shops, exploring online and in-person op-
tions for delivering arts programming,” said 
Ms. Snelling, who acknowledged the efforts 
of Lauren Satok and collaborators and Helen 
Siksek for providing two fascinating series 
of workshops.

Ms. Snelling praised Stephanie Hahn and 
Sharon Hunter who provided leadership for 
4e in 2022-2023. 

“Finally, a special note of thanks to Bar-
bara Baker, Sharon Alkenbrack, Carly Va-
liente and Helen Siksek, dedicated board 
members who have recently finished their 
terms, or are finishing tonight,” continued 
Ms. Snelling. “Non-profit arts organizations 
run on the time and effort of volunteers, 
and people who are willing to take on the 
responsibilities of board service deserve 
our thanks and gratitude. Barbara, Carly, 
Sharon and Helen, we appreciate everything 
you contributed, and 4elements is stronger 
for your contributions. We wish you all the 
best.”

“We are pleased to say that our commu-
nities continue to engage with land-based 
arts, and we know that 2024 will be a time for 
exploration of effective ways to bring land, 
arts and community together,” added Ms. 
Snelling. 

4elements Living Arts seeks community input on direction
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Dorothy Stephen
Dorothy Stephen was living in Sedge-

field, England with her family and hus-
band Dave when she woke up at three in 
the morning one night in 1967. Dr. Jack 
Bailey was on the phone and he was wel-
coming them to their new home on Mani-
toulin Island. He had forgotten about the 
time difference and wanted to expedite 
his enthusiastic invitation to the new 
surgeon, Dr. Dave Stephen. 

A few weeks later, the Stephen family 
were picked up by Joyce Bailey during 
a driving rainstorm. Dr. Stephen was 
well-received by the medical team in 
Little Current and the family soon made 
themselves at home. Dave was able to 
perform surgeries, while Dr. Bailey did 
the anesthetics. Before the arrival of the 
new surgeon, these operations were only 
done in Sudbury. Dorothy soon found 
her place, teaching at the Little Current 
Public School. The Stephen family was 
soon happily ensconced within the Man-
itoulin culture.

“I was born Dorothy Rose Darkins on 
November 4, 1929, in County Durham, 
England, to Harry and Olive Darkins. I 
had two brothers, Colin and Warwick. 
My mother Olive was really good with fi-
nances. She always kept the budget very 
well, even through the Depression. My 
main babysitter was an Alsatian called 
‘Wolf of Ingleside.’ He was very protec-
tive of me, lying beside my pram and 
checking me regularly, but he was not 
good with other people or dogs. An Aire-
dale, aptly named Dale, became my next 
protector but he would jump the farm-
er’s six-foot fence and chase the chick-
ens.” An early memory was hail hitting 
the window. “It’s raining rice pudding,” 
Dorothy announced happily to her moth-
er. 

Dorothy was moved from the small 
rural school where she had started to a 
large urban school where boys and girls 
were totally segregated, each group with 
their own playground. When Dorothy 
was seven, she spent six weeks in iso-
lation with scarlet fever. “Luckily, I got 
home in time for Christmas and a pile of 
presents, including two dolls that I kept 
into my adulthood.”

Dorothy recalls her dad having a gas 
station with his father-in-law. He lost 
it during the Depression and became a 
bus driver, until he was called up to the 

Army Service Corps on September 1, 
1939, in World War Two. That was hard 
for this Daddy’s girl. “Mum wrote letters 
to Daddy every day. When we did some-
thing bad, Mother would say ‘wait until 
your dad comes home.’ Nevertheless, 
soon, we were all fitted with gas masks 
and our priorities changed. We became 
accustomed to the sirens which sent 
us to the Anderson shelter in our back 
yard.”

“Once, on leave, Dad, with all his gear 
on, fell into our front door, right after a 
long raid. It was quite a surprise for us. 
We were so glad he was safe. Sometimes 

our mother would go outside the shelter 
and watch the searchlights zero in on a 
German bomber. Our local waterworks 
was hit once, and a large fire ensued. 
When Dad came home on leave, I stayed 
home but was chastised by my teach-
er for doing so. Soon my brother Colin 
and I were sent to our aunt and uncle in 
Nottinghamshire for the summer to get 
away from the bombing.” 

“In September that year I attended 
school but was terrified of the teacher 
who wielded a cane which he used on 
the boys’ rear ends. Later that year our 
family moved to Scotland and shared a 
house with a Sergeant Major’s family. 

We lived upstairs and shared the kitch-
en downstairs. At school I got in trouble 
nearly every day because I couldn’t do 
‘analysis and parsing,’ understanding 
the components of a sentence, and their 
syntactic roles.” Dorothy joined the Girl 
Guides and eventually was the patrol 
leader. Later, she became Lieutenant 
of ‘Thistle Patrol,’ a group of younger 
guides. During camping trips, Dorothy 
was overseeing the younger partici-
pants while swimming. “One time our 
patrol met at the Scout’s country camp 
to practice bridge-building with logs and 
ropes.”

“In 1941, we moved to a place near 
Glasgow. I had to walk all the way there 
with Dad, on leave, because I had mea-
sles. Once there, I luckily had my own 
large bedroom. I remember hiding under 
the blankets, imagining monsters float-
ing in the air. I recall the joy when Dad 
finally come home to stay in 1946. I was 
going to a better school, and I had start-
ed playing field hockey again with Dad 
cheering me on from the sidelines. He 
finally found work after the war with a 
flexible pipe manufacturer.” 

“I had a strange experience a few years 
after Grandfather Darkins died. He was 
a favourite ancestor. I mourned him for 
a long time, well after my marriage to 
Dave. (Dave’s mother attended a séance 
and was told that I should ‘let him go.’ 
This totally surprised me as I had nev-
er told anyone about this connection.) 
About this time, I started knitting and 
writing poetry in the dark, deciphering 
my handwriting later.” 

Summer jobs included maintaining 
registration cards of citizens’ locations 
for the Glasgow City Chambers. An-
other job was with the Robin Hood Gift 
Shop. After high school in October 1947, 
Dorothy attended teacher’s training at 
the local college. “I remember eating 
hare soup and drinking strong coffee 
in a demi-tasse on an outing to a local 
farm where we were counting ducks and 
geese.”

In 1950 Dorothy began teaching in a 
small school in a Dunbartonshire village 
run by Miss Annie Hunter. “When Miss 
Hunter learned of my interest in nature 

she introduced me to David Stephen in 
the next village. David was a naturalist, 
lecturer and writer. In 1951 David intro-
duced me to his cousin, a medical stu-
dent, also David Stephen. The medical 
student was warned that he would meet 
the local schoolmarm. We felt comfort-
able with each other, possibly because 
we were both in nature, among the trees, 
watching owls and building hides. Dave 
sent me a postcard from an exhibition he 
attended and I recall the frosty delivery 
of the card to me by my mother. Appar-
ently, she was not pleased that I was al-
ready committed to a young man. Soon I 
was spending every weekend with Dave 
at his home, covering the five miles by 
bus or bike. I would often bring a dozen 
eggs with me.”

One time Dorothy and Dave were on 
a country road on a motor bike when 
“a big tour bus met us in a bend on our 
side of the road. We had to maneuver the 
bike away from the bus to the roadside. 
We got thrown off the bike by a wire 
fence but were not badly hurt. The bike 
was missing a headlight and now had a 
jammed fork side cover. We made some 
minor adjustments and managed to get 
back home.” On a different bike, a Nor-
ton 500 twin, sometime later the connec-
tion with the sidecar broke and the bike 
veered to the left of the lamppost and the 
sidecar to the right. “We left the sidecar 
at a garage and continued on the bike. 
That was a cold trip for me, compared 
to the cozy sidecar.” When they had the 
opportunity and the time to do so, the 
couple also enjoyed watching bike and 
car races.

In 1955 Dave asked Dorothy to marry 
him. They planned their wedding for the 
following summer. Meanwhile, the cou-
ple took up archery and joined a club. 
They went to several meets where Dor-
othy won a bronze medal using her left 
hand and her master right eye. It seems 
the male participants had fiercer compe-
tition and Dave, despite his good effort, 
did not get a medal. “In July of 1956, 
Dave graduated as a doctor and we were 
married soon after, on July 17, 1956, in 
James Craig’s Tearoom in Glasgow. It 
was set up like a church, with 40 guests. 
We honeymooned in St. Cyrus in Kincar-

dineshire.”
Dave’s first medical placement was 

with the wartime Ballochmyle Hospital 
in Ayrshire, where they stayed in the 
manor house with other couples for 18 
months while Dave did his medical, plas-
tic surgery and surgical rotations. Dave 
had several other placements over the 
next few years, starting at Perth Gen-
eral Hospital where Dorothy taught at 
an estate school. The older kids helped 
steer the course for both Dorothy and 
the younger kids. The Stephens found 
accommodation by house-sitting while 
there. “We visited Switzerland and en-
joyed the scenery, the cages with St. Ber-
nard rescue dogs and the terrific view of 
Italy at the top of a ski lift. The Jungfrau 

Now and Then
A Celebration of Life on Manitoulin
Mnaachtoong Maadsewin
 By Petra Wall

...continued on page 16

Dorothy at home in 2024 with her fur grandpup.

The happy couple on their 50th wedding anniversary.

A dapper pair on their wedding day, July 17, 
1956.
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Road rage leads to 
criminal charges

One person has been arrested 
and charged following a road 
rage incident on Highway 17. 

On March 15, at approximate-
ly 9 pm, the Manitoulin Ontar-
io Provincial Police (OPP) re-
sponded to a report of an assault 
with a weapon on Highway 17 in 
Nairn-Hyman Township.

It was reported that persons 
in two vehicles had been in-
volved in a road rage incident 
and stopped at the same truck 
stop. One driver brandished a 
knife and lunged at the other 
driver after being confronted. 
Police were able to locate the ve-
hicle and arrest the driver.

As a result of the investiga-
tion, Dillaneous Duncan, 38, 
from Sudbury has been charged 
with possession of a weapon for 
a dangerous purpose, assault 
with a weapon, use plate not 
in accordance with regulations 

and driving a commercial vehi-
cle, follow too closely.

The accused is scheduled to 
appear before the Ontario Court 
of Justice in Espanola on May 6.

Warrant executed in 
Sables-Spanish Rivers
Two people have been charged 

after a search warrant was exe-
cuted in Sables-Spanish Rivers 
township.

Shortly after 8 pm on March 
19, the OPP Community Street 
Crime Unit (CSCU), with the 
assistance of members of the 
Manitoulin OPP executed a 
search warrant at a residence 
on Young Street.

Police arrested two people 
and located suspected metham-
phetamine and ecstasy. Police 
also located a firearm, ammuni-
tion, digital scale, packing mate-
rial and over $1,500 in Canadian 
currency.

As a result of the investiga-
tion, 37-year-old Zachary Del-
isle, from Sables-Spanish Riv-
ers Township has been charged 
with two counts of possession 
of a schedule one substance for 
the purpose of trafficking, pos-
session of proceeds of property 
obtained by crime under $5,000, 
two counts of possession of fire-
arm or ammunition contrary to 
a prohibition order, unautho-
rized possession of a firearm 
and fail to comply with proba-
tion order.

The accused was held in cus-
tody and is scheduled to appear 
before the Ontario Court of Jus-
tice in Sudbury on March 28. 

Darwin Flamand, 30, from Sa-
bles-Spanish Rivers township 
has been charged with fail to 
comply with probation order. 
The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear before the Ontario Court of 
Justice in Espanola on April 15. 

Alexia here with your Friendly “Frozen” Fly.
All my chatter and babble about the warm 

weather and sunshine brought back the harsh 
reminder that despite the spring equinox, we are still 
in the throes of the good and reliable Canadian weather 
and wind chill. 

Winter’s return ushered the good people of Provi-
dence Bay indoors and the Cranston Road chickens in 
a huddle. A little snow never stopped anybody around 
here. Sugar shacks are still smoking, sap is still flow-
ing and everyone is enjoying an early maple syrup sea-
son. Ceilidh and I can also confirm that smelt season is 
also here as we found a wayward frog at the beach the 
other day and relocated him back to the pond. Word is 
if you hear or see the frogs, the smelts are here. Some 
folks have said they spotted some rainbow trout in the 
Mindemoya River. The songbirds are certainly back; 
isn’t it wonderful hearing their song as the sun ris-
es? Judy and Glenn Black announced the arrival of a 
spring lamb aptly named “Friday” as he arrived on Fri-
day last. Judy, Nancy and I went to the March Happy 
Quilters meeting last week. It was a busy and fun-filled 
event. Show and tell featured so many beautiful blocks 
and Easter inspired pieces. Brenda Pakkala made a 
beautiful batik piece of Easter eggs for the March ba-
tik challenge. The company was terrific as were the 
treats. We had coffee, tea, banana bread, date squares, 
cold cuts and cheese, cookies and squares, I was very 
inspired by all the lessons and expertise shared. I also 
attended the Hawberry Quilters Guild meeting in Min-
demoya last Thursday, always a wonderful time. Show 
and tell featured some incredible pieces. The Hawberry 
Quilters Guild is always open to new members. A fun, 
creative and charitable forum that supports local com-
munity with pride.

I had the great pleasure of attending last Thursday’s 
Coffee Club meeting at the Providence Bay Hall. I had a 
wonderful time chatting with many local folks includ-
ing Councillors Brian Mitchell and John Bisaillon. We 
chatted about all sorts of things including the wonder-
ful people at “The Angel Bus” who recently purchased 
a used wheelchair accessible bus, providing trans-
portation for Manitoulin Lodge residents and other 
medically vulnerable citizens of Western Manitoulin 
Island, at no charge. The Angel Bus accepts donations 
and provides locals with access to seasonal activities 
such as picnics, community activities such as school 
performances, theatre and music events, farmers’ mar-
kets and shopping excursions and to attend medical ap-
pointments. A great service to know about for anyone 
in need of a ride! 

Lonely Bay Potter Gertha Griffiths of Spring Bay and 
I chatted about the upcoming Island art tours and lo-
cal musician Chris Walker and I chatted about his up-
coming songwriting workshop. I was delighted to see 
Annette Murphy who I hadn’t seen in many moons, we 
talked about quilts and family and she showed me all 
the board games, shuffleboards, table top and floor etc. 
I stayed on for coffee and treats and had a great time. 
I stopped in to say hello to Pam at the Post Office and 
bumped into Peter and Jan. As I headed home, I noticed 
fresh rabbit tracks in the snow! The Easter Bunny is 
In Providence Bay, kids! Looking forward to all of the 
Easter fun, festivities and fellowships this weekend.

Here’s What’s Happening: Providence Bay Arena, 

Bradley McAllister memorial. 4 on 4 tourney marked 
the close of the skating season! Congrats and well done 
to all teams, players and organizers. See you all next 
season; keep em sharp!

Providence Bay Curling Club: Last bonspiel of the 
season was a great success, curling, music, fish fry and 
fun and just like that, the season is swept. Congratu-
lations to all the teams and players and contest/draw 
winners.

Providence Bay Hall: Seniors drop -in on Thursday, 
March 28 from 2 to 4 pm with coffee, tea, treats, fun and 
games! Providence Bay and Spring Bay Lions Club Cof-
fee Club is Thursday, April 4 from 8 am to 1 pm. Quil-
ters sewing bee, Friday morning downstairs.

Providence Bay Community of Christ Church: Good 
Friday service 11 am. Hot Cross Bun Fellowship follow-
ing the service.

Island-Wide: Manitoulin Streams Island-wide gar-
bage cleanup competition continues through to April 
26. Keep up the good work keeping our beautiful Island 
clean! Visit: ManitoulinStreams.com.

Easter Eggs Hunts are Saturday, March 30 at 11 am, 
check your local township or municipality for registra-
tion and details. 

Happy Peter Cottontail weekend everyone! Have a 
wonderful Easter with family and friends.

Oh, for peep’s sake, it’s Easter this weekend! We 
hope you have an egg-stra good time this long 
weekend. We at Team Fergmeijer are a big fan 

of the Easter punny, and we know you are just dyeing 
to find out what puns we have in store for you. We hope 
we meet your eggs-pectations - we included so many 
Easter puns, it’s not even bunny. As always, feel free 
to poach some of our egg puns if you like. Now, on a 
serious note, it’s easy to go off the peep end on the hol-
idays with plans and activities, so make sure you take 
some time for yourself. We don’t claim to be eggs-perts, 
but it is always a good idea to get in some eggs-ercise 
to ensure you don’t eggs-haust your social battery. No 
eggs-cuses when it comes to self-care! 

This weekend! The Easter Bunny is hopping back 
into Kagawong on Saturday, March 30 for the annual 
Easter egg hunt! Youth of all ages are welcome to come 
by the Kagawong Park Centre at 11 am that day and 
fill their baskets with goodies. Who will find the golden 
ticket? You’ll have to come out to see! Thanks to the 
Billings Parks, Recreation and Wellness Committee for 
hosting this event.

With the equinox last week, we’re getting into the 
swing of spring with lots on the go in Kagawong! First 
up, “Come as You Are” on Saturday, April 13 and enjoy 
an evening of contemporary inspirational music (and 
sing-along) courtesy of Cia and Bill Savage at St. John’s 
Anglican Church. The fun starts at 7 pm with refresh-
ments provided. Donations towards repairing the front 
stained-glass window of the church are greatly appre-
ciated. 

On the following weekend, the Billings Climate Ac-
tion Committee is hosting an Earth Day event. Come 
out Saturday, April 20 for a community clean-up, a 
“junk in the trunk” sale, activities for youth and in-
formation on green technologies. Interested in being a 
vendor? Contact Vince Grogan at vgrogan@billingst-
wp.ca for more information.

On the same weekend, join The Island Singers as they 
celebrate their 60th anniversary! On Saturday, April 20 
at 2 pm, at Manitoulin Secondary School, current and 
past members of the choir will be presenting a concert 
of classics and modern favourites. Tickets are $20 and 
available at the door. Visit “The Island Singers - Mani-
toulin Island” on Facebook for more information.

Later on in May, Manitoulin Streams is hosting an 
outdoor angling trade fair right here in Kagawong! 
More details on the May long weekend event will 
be shared in the coming weeks. For more informa-
tion, check out manitoulinstreams.com, or contact  
anglingtf.manitoulin@gmail.com or 613-857-9877. 

Happy 29th birthday to former Kagawongian Micki 
B. who turns 29 this weekend. Someone once said that 
the best gift is the gift of laughter. So, we are gifting you 
with the entire back catalog of this column (teamferg-
meijer.blogspot.com). You’re welcome!

The township is currently seeking members for the 
new Ad Hoc Municipal Owned Water System Commit-
tee. If you are a resident of Billings and own property 
that currently derives or will derive a benefit in the 
future from the Kagawong Water System, you may be 
eligible to serve on the committee. If interested, please 
submit your application no later than April 5, 2024 at 4 
pm to tmills@billingstwp.ca

Word to the wise: a boiled egg for breakfast is really 
hard to beat. Have a great week!

Purvis’s boat is at the dock again for another 
year of fishing. Nets have been set out. When 
it first appeared, we saw it as an early sign of 

spring. But since then, it has snowed and been bitter-
ly cold. We’ve been thinking it must be pretty cold out 
there fishing.

My brother had an interesting story. His SUV, which 
is still under warranty, had a problem. He took it in 
and discovered that although some parts needed were 
available one part had to be ordered from Japan. It’s 
been almost two weeks and the vehicle is still in the 
garage waiting for its part. Thank goodness the Ford 
truck is running well.

We are not without issues either. A group of us were 
cutting down old poplars which were starting to snap 
off part way up and were endangering our friend’s 
house. One of the trees fell down very close to our 
truck. We now need a new tonneau cover and a replace-
ment for the tailgate. We phoned McQuarrie’s and they 
are sure that they can help us.

We saw a robin last week between M’Chigeeng and 
Kagawong and today we saw two robins in Meldrum 
Bay so spring is coming. Hopefully.

On Friday, March 15 at cards there were three tables 
and one sit-out. High lady was Rose Van Every with 
71 points; high man was Donna K. MacDonald with 72 
points; ladies’ lone hands went to Elaine Bradley with 
two; men’s lone hands went to Elaine McDonald with 
seven; most euchres went to Murray Duncanson with 
seven; the special prize went to Lisa Townsend; Karen 
Noble took home the juice; the money jar is safe for an-
other week.

Have a good week.

Friends and Neighbours

Kagawong 
Team Fergmeijer Meldrum Bay 

Elaine Bradley

Providence Bay 
Alexia Hannigan

Six traffic cams in Sudbury now live
by Michael Erskine
SUDBURY—Islanders often make the hour-and-a-half journey pil-
grimage into Sudbury for shopping, medical appointments and a 
host of diversions available in a larger urban centre. Starting on 
Friday, March 22 travelling Sudbury streets could become more 
expensive for the unwary heavy of foot traveller—six traffic cam-
eras that have been in place for months have now gone live.

The City of Greater Sudbury began investigating the potential 
of so-called “red light” cameras back in 2021 and moved forward 
with the installation. The new Automated Speed Enforcement 
(ASE) cameras operate in much the same way.

The impact could be significant, as drivers who speed when 
passing the radar cameras will get a nasty surprise in the mail a 
few weeks later when a ticket arrives with a fine based on how fast 
they were going. The amounts are not insignificant.

Many drivers have become accustomed to observing an imag-
inary safe zone of five to 10 kilometres above the posted limit. A 
driver going five km/h over the posted speed limit will get a $40 
fine; driving 25 km/h over the limit will result in a $170 fine. If the 
offence occurs in a community safety zone, the fines can double.

The City of Greater Sudbury expects to pull in a whopping $1 
million over the course of the year, with those funds being plowed 
back into road safety initiatives.

While the city won’t confirm the threshold for getting a ticket, it 
is noted that going even one kilometre over the limit could legal-
ly lead to fiscal pain. The message is clear—stay below the speed 
limit.

The images taken by ASE cameras are reviewed by Provincial 
Offence Officers and then tickets are issued to the owner of the 
vehicle regardless of who was driving. On the “bright side,” the 
only penalty is a fine as no demerit points will be issued and the 

...continued on page 10
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and answer” session.
Following the presenta-

tion, committee members 
were invited to ask ques-
tions of the proponents.

Central Manitoulin 
Mayor Richard Stephens 
noted that municipal staff 
had prepared a draft set 
of conditions and that 
the meeting was just the 
preliminary step and that 
as time goes forward ev-
erybody must have their 
concerns respected and 
looked after.

A short discussion was 
held on the history of sub-
divisions in the commu-
nity, noting it has been a 
number of years since a 
subdivision has been cre-
ated in the municipality.

Asked for a list of en-
vironmental studies and 
whether one would be a 
study of the groundwater 
and when they would be 
completed. The list was 
extensive, including veg-
etation, water quality, 
and septic beds but the 
proponents did confirm 
that the list does include a 
hydrological study, going 
on to note that the study 
has been completed and is 
already submitted.

Other questions cen-
tred on the extent of the 
development, access 
points and whether back 
lots would be created in 
the future.

Mr. Keatley noted that 

expansion on the one 
side would not be likely 
as that property abuts 

an existing campground 
on the one side, while on 
the west side the drop to 
the shoreline becomes 
very significant. As for 
backlots, the surveyor 
noted that the cost and hit 
and miss nature of drill-
ing water wells without 
striking gas or poor water 
could easily exceed the 
cost of the property and 
be prohibitive and “high-
ly unlikely.”

Asked if the develop-
ment was at a standstill, 
Mr. Keatley noted that 
they had only just re-
ceived the draft condi-
tions and would have to 
analyze what would be 
needed to meet those con-
ditions.

A stage three archae-
ological assessment also 
remains to be completed.

Councillor Scott in-
quired as to whether the 
United Chiefs and Coun-
cils of Mnidoo Mnising 
had expressed their con-
cerns on the develop-
ment. It was noted that 
Chief Morgan Hare of 
M’Chigeeng First Nation 
(MFN) has submitted a 
letter to the Manitoulin 
Planning Board.

Although the text of 
that letter was not pre-
sented to the committee, 
The Expositor has ob-
tained a copy of the ref-
erenced letter. In that let-

ter, Chief Hare indicates 
concerns the First Nation 
has given the magnitude 
of the project. “We find 
it very concerning that 
MFN was not notified nor 
was Billings Township, 
nor were Central Manito-
ulin residents and other 
lakefront property own-
ers. As a neighbouring 
First Nation, this should 
have come to our atten-
tion as soon as possible 
so we can work together 
on finding a solution to 
ensure the residents and 
neighbouring communi-
ties were heard and their 
major concerns dealt with 
in a timely manner.”

The letter goes on to 
cite several concerns, 
including the impact on 
water quality, loss of agri-
cultural land and “further 
decline in the fishery.” 
The chief asserts in his 
letter that adding nutri-
ent loads to the ecosystem 
has not been addressed.

Chief Hare cautioned 
the Manitoulin Planning 
Board (MPB) that MFN 
has a flood claim submit-
ted to the Government 
of Canada and another 
claim pending with the 
province. He also noted 
that the 1990 Manitoulin 
Agreement has not been 
implemented and there-
fore clouds the jurisdic-
tion of both the munici-
pality and the MPB over 
permitting access across 
any road allowance or 

shore road allowance “es-
pecially for this type of 
development.”

In concluding his letter, 
Chief Hare advised the 
MPB that MFN does not 
approve of the project or 
offer its consent to either 
the municipality or MPB 
to issue any permits that 
would allow the project 
to proceed. “MFN will be 
consulting our law firm to 
ensure that our rights are 
protected. This project 
may jeopardize the good 
faith dialogue between 
the Crown and First Na-
tions to ensure the set-
tlement of the 1990 agree-
ment is completed.”

A public meeting be-
tween Split Crow repre-
sentatives and members 
of the public was sched-
uled to take place in the 
Central Manitoulin coun-
cil chambers on Monday, 
March 24.

Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

 
BAR HOURS:

SUNDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM

THURSDAY: 4 PM - WHEN TRIVIA ENDS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM

The Bahá’ís of Manitoulin believe that all 
humanity shares a common spiritual heritage,

which takes various forms in various times
and places, reflecting the diversity of cultures

evolving along with human nature.
If you would like to explore this common

heritage together with others, contact us at:
(705) 210-0391 or gnox@gnusystems.ca.

See www.bahai.org for more information.

Finding Providence
Mental Health Therapy, Counselling & Consulting

Allan Chislett M.S.W., R.S.W.
EMDR Certified Psychotherapist

• Specializing in Complex PTSD and childhood 
trauma for adults, using EMDR & Internal 
Family Systems

• Treatment of Anxiety & Depression
• Relaxation Training
• Insurance Coverage
• Coverage with status number

(705) 927-5451
Findingprovidence4u@gmail.com

...Custom election rules prevail at Sheshegwaning
heard and considered in deci-
sions. Your governance, your 
First Nation.”

Anishinabek First Nations tra-
ditional and customary communi-
ty decision-making processes will 
now be recognized by Canada as 
the method of choice to add their 
communities of the Anishinabek 
Nation Governance Agreement 
Act fold. Schedule C-protocol for 
the Addition of a First Nation as 
a Party to the Anishinabek Nation 
Governance Agreement was given 
Royal Assent December 1, 2023.

“Tonight is very special and 
historical, Sheshegwaning led the 
way for First Nations across Can-
ada to change the way we do busi-
ness and to get Indian Affairs off 
our backs,” said Mr. Madahbee. 
“Our communities and members 
will now be able to make decisions 
concerning our communities and 
what is best for the community 
and its members from the time of 
their birth to their death. When 
we started looking at governance, 
it was about how our communi-
ty members want to shape their 
lives. It is not rocket science, it is 
good old common sense that you 
and all First Nations have all had 
for thousands of years. We are get-
ting out of the shackles of govern-
ment control. When we first start-
ed looking at our own governance, 
we looked at similar situations in 
other countries and the best ad-
vice we received was to take this 
in steps.”

Mr. Madahbee said there are 
four main governance pillars: 
language and culture, elections/ 
voting, citizenship and operations 
and management and that all of 
which should be taken step by 
step.  

“Sheshegwaning helped lead 
the way on the voting process—
that we will do this according to 
customary processes,” said Mr. 
Madahbee. “The thresholds the 
government had in place were ri-
diculous.” He explained under the 
previous government threshold 

communities had to adhere to a 
voting threshold that restricted 
their ability to gather enough sup-
port and pass the vote. Communi-
ties had to have 25 percent plus 
one of their eligible voters vote 
and the majority that did vote, 
vote yes. However, for most first 
nations, about 75 percent of their 
citizens live off-reserve making it 
nearly impossible to meet Cana-
da’s threshold requirement.

“You (Sheshegwaning) have 
gotten off to a great start,” said 
Mr. Madahbee. “Decisions for 
Sheshegwaning will be made by 
its citizens. I have spent 50 years 
working for First Nations, and 
this process is a very good thing 
for the community. It will take 
time, and changes will be made 
but the most important thing is 
that it will be citizen driven.”

Leslie McGregor, executive di-
rector of B’Maakonigan told the 
packed Sheshegwaning Commu-
nity Complex that the steps taken 
by Sheshegwaning, “is how com-
munities advance. I would like to 
acknowledge the hard work that 
Chief Endanawas and council and 
the community has carried out.” 

Ms. McGregor said “B’Maako-
nigan and its dedicated team are 
committed to working closely 
with the First Nations involved, 
engaging with stakeholders and 

government, and ensuring that 
the ANGA is implemented effec-
tively and meaningfully.”

B’Maakonigan is the adminis-
trative body responsible for over-
seeing the implementation of the 
ANGA, fostering collaboration, 
supporting capacity building ini-
tiatives strengthening relation-
ships with self-governance enti-
ties.

“Ensuring the community and 
its members have control over 
decisions and processes carried 
out in the community is the big 
thing,” Ms. McGregor told The 
Expositor. “Sheshegwaning and 
other First Nations (nine includ-
ing Aundeck Omni Kaning and 
Zhiibaahaasing on Manitoulin) 
have broken the chains that have 
been on all First Nations in the 
past as wards of Canada. Changes 
are being made, and the process is 
going step by step, building capac-
ity in First Nations. And the deci-
sions will be made by members of 
the community.”

The evening celebration led by 
master of ceremonies Joey Laford 
included the Sheshegwaning La-
dies Hand Drum Singers, a fantas-
tic dinner, sacred fire lit outside 
for the event outside, Elijah Man-
itowabi providing musical enter-
tainment and many prizes and 
giveaways to those in attendance.

...continued from page 3

The Sheshegwaning Ladies Hand Drum Singers performed several songs at 
governance celebrations held in Sheshegwaning First Nation on March 18. 

...development proponents, Split Crow present
...continued from page 3
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will help with coordinat-
ing all those groups that 
are holding events and let 
(OCD) know.”

“We will have calls go-
ing out to groups and or-
ganizations and be post-
ing on our social media 
for these groups to con-
tact us about events they 
will be hosting,” said Ms. 
Snelling.

The 12 other communi-
ties selected as communi-
ty hubs include Brant, Ga-
nanoque and 1000 Islands, 
Guelph, Halton, Ottawa 
region, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Scugog, St. Catharine’s 
and Niagara Region, 
Thunder Bay, Toronto, 

Vaughan, Windsor. 
“In response to the 

incredible community 
engagement seen in 2022 
and 2023, Ontario Culture 
Days is thrilled to contin-
ue the Festival Hub pro-
gram into its third year. 
These hubs are strategi-
cally placed in cities and 
towns across the prov-
ince. The hubs serve as 
focal points for visitors 
to discover local events 
and gain insights into the 
diverse cultures of the ar-
eas,” a release notes.

In naming Manitoulin 
as a festival hub, “Man-
itoulin Island, ‘Spirit 
Island,’ is a unique geo-
graphic feature that lies 

within the Great Lakes, 
and an arts and culture 
hub in Northeastern On-
tario,” OCD says.

OCD is a not-for-profit 
organization that cele-
brates artists and cultur-
al groups in our commu-
nities.

“The OCD festival is 
an annual celebration 
of arts, culture and heri-
tage taking place each fall 
across the province. Each 
year, we work with orga-
nizers of all disciplines 
to produce this prov-
ince-wide festival. Or-
ganizers host programs 
throughout Ontario and 
invite the public to par-
ticipate for free.”

OCD will take place 
between September 20 to 
October 13. Individuals, 
groups, and organiza-
tions can showcase their 
creativity and connect 
with their communities 
by hosting arts, culture, 
and heritage events 
across the province.

ing (and didn’t qualify for 
the championship  round 
of competition). “We are 
all looking forward to 
(this) weekend’s competi-
tion at McMaster Univer-
sity in Hamilton.” 

Members of the WHS 
team includes team 
members Adrian Katt, 

Adrian Bell, Zander 
Shawongonabe, Tristan 
Wemigwans, Phoenix 

Hoy, Pahquis Trudeau, 
Chyella George, Hope Es-
hkibok, Brayden Pangow-
ish, Reyley Wassegijig, 
Grace Pitawanakwat, Jus-
tice Manitowabi, Carmine 
Wemigwans, Liam Was-
sengesso, Ava Wakegijig, 
Ellie Leedham, Tamara 

Bondy, Blaine Naokwegi-
jig, Javier Cooper, Rake-
jah Wallace, Mercedes 
Aibens, Brianna Mishib-
inijima.

“Our team finished 17th 
among the 32 teams in the 
robot matches,” said Ms. 
Bauer. “We are really ex-
cited about competing 
at McMaster University 
(this weekend).”

Members of the MSS 
team include team mem-
bers Tim Arabadzhyi, 
Phoebe Aeschlimann, 
Garrett Charbonneau, 
Elizabeth Elliot, McKin-
ley Fox, Athena Gravelle, 
Addy Gray, Nevaeh Harp-
er, Tanner Hooper, Kaden 

Jamieson, Jacob Jones, 
Ryan Kuntsi, Dylan Kun-
tsi, Sebastian Mara, Xavi 
Mara, Robyn-Ashley Mc-
Naughton, Alexis McVey, 
Connor O’Leary, Samuel 
Pennings, Isaac Quacken-
bush, Xander Thompson, 
Elias Titian, Alan Wilkin, 

Amara Wilson-Zegil, Alex 
Wilson-Zegil and mentors 
Mike Zegil, Scott Willis, 
Ben Willis, Yana Bauer, 
Drew Thompson and Matt 
Gray. 

...MSS, Wiikwemkoong robotics teams have successful first competitions

The Wiikwemkoong High School #5672 Robotics team won the Judges Award for Cultural 
Ambassadors at the annual FIRST Robotics competition held at Nipissing University in North Bay 
this past weekend.

The Manitoulin Secondary School (MSS) #6865 Robotics team won the Engineering Inspiration 
Award at the annual FIRST Robotics competition held at Nipissing University in North Bay this 
past weekend.

...continued from page 3

...4elements chosen as Festival Hub
...continued from page 3

MP Hughes recognizes 
AMK Special Olympians 
in House of Commons
OTTAWA—Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing MP Car-
ol Hughes rose in the House of Commons on March 
19 to celebrate the achievements of athletes from Al-
goma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing (AMK) who recent-
ly competed at the Special Olympic Canada Winter 
Games in Calgary.

“From Manitoulin Island, skip Tyler Madahbee and 
team members Dylan Danville, Dayne Tipper, Austin 
Recollet and William Leclair brought home the gold 
for curling, and Matthew Bedard won three bronze 
medals in snowshoeing,” said MP Hughes. “Elliot 
Lake’s Adam Corbiere took home a silver in team and 
a bronze in singles in five-pin bowling.”

“Every year, coaches, volunteers and employees 
make Special Olympics something to be proud of. It’s 
important that we acknowledge all that they do to sup-
port and encourage our athletes,” said MP Hughes.

The Special Olympic Canada Winter Games in Cal-
gary 2024 was a qualifying event for the Special Olym-
pics World Winter Games in 2025 in Torino, Italy.

“The oath of the special Olympics is ‘Let me win. But 
if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt,’” said 
MP Hughes. “Our Special Olympians who participated 
at this year’s winter games continue to exemplify this 
oath.”

The winning Island Special Olympics team.
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ed an already dire sit-
uation, as many family 
doctors took an early re-
tirement.” 

This trajectory is antic-
ipated to continue its up-
ward climb, particularly 
with a significant num-
ber of aging baby-boom-
er doctors preparing for 
retirement.

In response to this con-
cerning trend, efforts 
are underway to address 
the shortage of family 
doctors. These include 
initiatives aimed at en-
hancing the appeal of 
family practice for med-
ical school graduates, 
simplifying administra-
tive tasks for family phy-
sicians to afford them 
more time with patients 

and expanding the role 
of other healthcare pro-
fessionals in primary 

care.
The scarcity of fami-

ly doctors reverberates 
throughout the health-
care system, impacting 
even those patients for-
tunate enough to have 
one. Extensive research 
over the years has con-
sistently shown that in-
dividuals lacking a reg-
ular family physician 
tend to rely more heavily 
on emergency room ser-
vices and face increased 
likelihood of hospitaliza-
tion.

Experts emphasize 
that tackling Ontario’s 
shortage of family doc-
tors is a multifaceted 
challenge that cannot be 
swiftly resolved. Merely 

expanding the capacity 
of the province’s medical 
schools is not a straight-
forward solution.

“Northern Ontario has 
experienced funding dis-

crepancies compared to 
the rest of the province,” 
Dr. Reade went on to say. 
“We haven’t been able to 
keep pace with funding 
streams and many recent 
residents are not choos-
ing to go into family 
medicine. Also, our com-
munities are not grant-
ed sufficient numbers 
of doctor placements 
for our growing com-
munities and aging pop-
ulations. Here in Min-
demoya, we were only 
awarded placements for 
seven physicians to run 
the clinics and emergen-
cy room.”

Though the new pro-
gram designed to expe-
dite “practice ready” 
physicians from over-
seas, the housing short-
age on the Island could 
be a deterrent for those 
who are looking to es-
tablish themselves here. 
“Finding ways to connect 
potential new doctors on 
the Island to community 
is also important to in-
centivize them to move 
here,” Dr. Reade said. 

“Something else that 
often isn’t spoken of is 
the importance of en-
couraging our high 
school students here on 

Manitoulin Island that 
might have strengths in 
the sciences and arts to 
pursue a career in med-
icine, whether that be 
becoming a doctor, nurse 
or physiotherapist. We 
need to encourage a long-
term solution and let 
young people know they 
are a vital part of keeping 
our community strong 
and healthy. We can get 
stuck in the doom and 
gloom of it all, but I pre-
fer to look toward action-
able ways to maintain a 
healthy population,” Dr. 
Reade said. 

HERE IT IS! A few days before 
Easter Weekend and it’s time to check out this 

week’s paper for Easter eggs hidden in ads 
throughout the paper. There are 20 of them!

Look for one of the following eggs with ‘ME’ on 
them, both in colour and in black and white ads.

(Do not include these in your list) 
Find the eggs, make note of where you find them 

(which ad) and what product or service is being advertised.
 Email the forms or drop off to The Expositor Office,  

1 Manitowaning Road, Little Current by 
Tuesday, April 2 at 12 noon and you may 

win one of three great prizes!
Fill out the form, which is also available on Manitoulin.com, 

take a photo and email it to services@manitoulin.com  
or fax it to 705-368-3822.

THE EXPOSITOR’S EASTER EGG HUNT

PAGE # ADVERTISER PRODUCT/SERVICE ADVERTISED

EGG TALLY FORM

...near-North region may see over 60,000 residents without doctors
...continued from page 1

...Ontario extends locum MD subsidy
Island Doctor Maurianne Reade dis-

cussed the program with The Exposi-
tor following the announcement of the 
extension. She noted that the program, 
which provides a top up payment to 
physicians is available to all physi-
cians covering shifts in the ER. 

Dr. Reade expressed concern that the 
program remains a temporary solution 
to a problem that has its genesis in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, when the 
government began to limit the number 
of training spaces available to would-
be doctors. In the intervening years, 
the number of physicians entering the 
field has not kept up with the demand 
or the retirement levels of doctors who 
are aging out.

“Governments have been too slow to 
recognize the issue,” she said.

Prior to the extension of the TLP in 
September, 2023, the ER in Mindemoya 
was slated to be closed for 10 days in 
October 2023 to provide the heavily 
overworked doctors with relief. Other 
communities across the North Shore 
were also in peril of having to close 
their ERs.

Dr. Reade said that a more perma-
nent solution to the doctor shortages 
must be found, particularly in North-
ern and isolated communities, but that 
any such solution would likely take 
several years to come to fruition.

Manitoulin is also facing a critical 
mass of retirements among its existing 
stock of doctors, with many patients in 
danger of finding themselves without a 
family doctor.

“We have a short-term solution, but 
we need medium and long-term solu-
tions,” she said.

...continued from page 1

Dr. Maurianne 
Reade
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believes and witnessed 
firsthand that Chris 
struggled immensely 
from CTE (chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy) 
which unfortunately re-
sulted in his death. We 
are grieving the loss of 
our son, brother, father, 
partner, teammate and 
friend. The entire Wawa 

community is sharing in 
our grief. We will not be 

releasing any further de-
tails at this time and ask 
for privacy during this 
very difficult time. We 
appreciate everyone who 
shares in our tragic loss.”

Ryan Smitherman re-
ported in Maple Leafs 
Daily, “Unfortunately, 
the effects from CTE 
caused Simon to contin-

uously deal with anxiety, 
post traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) and depres-
sion following his career, 
which, according to his 
family, had ultimately 
led to him unfortunately 
(passing on). Further ru-
mours have mentioned 
that Mr. Simon may 
have been on disability 
and social assistance at 
the time of his passing, 
which shows how big of 
an impact that CTE can 
have on a player’s ability 
to care for himself, even 
after a lengthy NHL ca-
reer.”

Mr. Simon, who was 
of Ojibwe heritage and 
proud of his Indigenous 
roots, played in over 800 
NHL games over 15 sea-
sons, registered 144 goals, 
including a career-high 
29 with Washington in 
1999-2000, to go along 
with 161 assists for 305 
points. He added 10 goals, 
17 points and 194 pen-
alty minutes in 75 NHL 
playoff games. He helped 
the Colorado Avalanche 
win the Stanley Cup in 
1996 and reached the 1998 

Stanley Cup final with 
Washington as well as 
the 2004 Stanley Cup final 
with Calgary. He played 
parts of five seasons in 
the Russian-based Kon-
tinental Hockey League 
after his final NHL stop 
with Minnesota in 2007-
2008.

Mr. Simon was also 
known as an enforcer and 
had 1,824 penalty minutes 
over the course of his ca-
reer. 

Melanie Pilon, mayor 
of Wawa, who is a mem-
ber of the Wiikwemkoong 
Unceded Territory and 
was voted in as Canada’s 
first Indigenous mayor, 
also had familial ties to 
Chris Simon. “I was part 
of his extended family,” 
she said. “Chris’s grand-
father Max Simon and 
my grandmother Violet 
Overton were cousins. 
They were part of the 
Mishibinijima family.”

“Chris was living in 
Wawa,” said Mayor Pi-
lon, noting he had five 
children. “He had a very 
large extended family. 
It’s very shocking, he 
meant so much to his 
family and he meant so 
much to the community 
and especially to Indig-

enous youth. He worked 
with the Wawa Minor 
Hockey Association and 
had a special place in the 
Michipicoten Memorial 
Community Centre. He 
was very gracious with 
his time, and he hosted 
several coaches clinics 
for local youth. And it 
was certainly not out-
side of his character to go 
into schools and speak to 
youth.”

“No, I didn’t know 
Chris really well, but any 
time I had the opportu-
nity to speak to him he 
was a really nice person,” 
said Mayor Pilon. “He 
would talk to people at 
the boat launch when he 
went fishing and always 
had a smile and encour-
aging word for everyone 
in the community wher-
ever he went.”

“He lived his life and 
worked hard and shared 
his dreams and pas-
sions,” said Mayor Pilon. 
“He was the dream; he in-
stilled the dream in youth 
and adults that if he could 
achieve his dreams, we 
all could as well. Hope is 
contagious.”

“His death is shock-
ing,” Mayor Pilon added. 

Mayor Pilon, in speak-

ing to Mr. Simon’s imme-
diate family said, “They 
wanted me to spread 
the message from the 
family that he had suf-
fered greatly from the 
symptoms of CTE with 
repeated concussions 
he sustained. They ask 
for everyone’s love and 
prayers for him to reach 
the spirit world and they 
encouraged all those who 
are suffering to know 
they don’t have to suffer 
alone, that they need to 
reach out for help.” 

Marvin Assinewai of 
Aundeck Omni Kaning 
(AOK), past president of 
and executive member 
of Little Native Hockey 
League said, “I’ve known 
Chris for many years, at 
first mostly from his days 
playing in the OHL in the 
Sault. I know his parents 
and grandparents a lot 
more. But I got to know 
him a lot better as time 
went on.”

“I remember when he 
was playing for Wash-
ington one year and 
he was injured and 
couldn’t play,” said Mr. 
Assinewai. “I sent their 
general manager George 
McPhee a note asking if 
he would allow Chris to 
come to the LNHL, and 
he did. Oh yeah, he was 
totally swamped by the 
kids. They loved him. The 
Capitals had given me 
permission to duplicate 
one of his pictures and we 
were handing them out to 
all the kids at the LNHL. 
He was signing his auto-
graph on these pictures 
steady for three days.”

“And when he was 
home in Wawa and if I 
had a meeting in Thunder 
Bay, I would always give 
him a call and stop in. Es-
pecially when his playing 
days in the NHL and KHL 
were over. All he talked 
about was fishing and 
hunting,” quipped Mr. 
Assinewai.

“Chico (Ralf, presi-
dent of the LNHL) and I 
were planning to go up to 
Wawa and fish with him 
this spring/summer,” 
said Mr. Assinewai. “I 
tried to get in touch with 
him before the LNHL this 
year, but every time I 
called him I got a hold of 
his sister or uncle. They 
both got back to me on 
what had unfortunately 
happened. He was a great 
guy and will be missed.”

“Dan Simon, who lives 
on the Island, is his un-
cle,” Mr. Assinewai con-
tinued. “I played hockey 
with Dan and John Si-
mon, Chris’s dad. John 
was also a helluva play-
er.” He pointed out Chris 
Simon was inducted into 
the LNHL hall of fame in 
2016.

Former NHL player 
Reggie Leach, who now 
lives in Aundeck Omni 

705-348-1982

abaran@thetaxguy.tax      www.thetaxguy.tax

Personal
Income Tax Preparation

LITTLE CURRENT - Tuesdays (March & April)
(10am - 1pm) Little Current Recreation Centre Hwy 6

MINDEMOYA - 6155 Hwy 542 (until May 15th)
Mon. 9-8, Wed./Thurs. 9-5, Fri.  9-8, Sat. by appointment

also:

Happy 90th90th Birthday,
Georgina Cada!

You fill all our lives
with joy and happiness. 

We are forever
grateful to you.

With love from all the family

...Six traffic cams in Sudbury

registered owners’ driving record will not be impacted.
Currently, the cameras are located at Bellevue Ave-

nue between Picard and Ralph Streets, on Algonquin 
Road between Maurice and Field Streets, on Falcon-
bridge Road between Donnelly Drive and Church 
Street, on Main Street in Val Caron between Justin 
Street and MR 80, on Hillcrest Drive between Brian 
Street and Mikkola Road and on Gary Avenue between 
Lasalle Blvd and Madison Avenue. But the city advises 
the cameras are portable and will be moved to other 
locations in the future.

There are 40 locations across the city that have been 
identified through traffic data and speeding complaints 
as being problematic. 

Vandalism aimed at the 700-pound camera stands is 
anticipated and has been prepared for by the camera 
vendors. City officials note that, given experience in 
other communities, the anticipated issue will be man-
ageable.

...continued from page 6

...NHL enforcer Chris Simon dead at 52, family suspects CTE

...continued from page 1

Chris Simon was an avid outdoorsman.

...continued on page 11
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Kaning, said he didn’t 
know Mr. Simon during 
his career, “but we be-
came friends when we did 
stuff for the LNHL. And I 
saw him a lot in rinks. He 
was also part of the First 
Nation Alumni Hockey 
team. We worked on a lot 
of things together over 
the years involving hock-
ey.”

“It was a shock to hear 
of his passing, he was 
such a young man,” said 
Mr. Leach. “It is a great 
loss. He worked a lot with 
First Nation youth over 
the years.” 

“Oh my, yes he was a 
really nice guy,” stated 
Mr. Leach. “Chris was 
very kind and respectful. 
We are all going to miss 
Chris.”

“I know the whole Si-
mon family,” said Patrick 
Madahbee, of AOK, an 
executive member of the 
LNHL. “Chris’s grandfa-
ther Max was a legend in 
this area when he played 
hockey in the 1950-1960s. 
And his father John was 
an awesome hockey play-
er and should have been 
in the NHL.”

“He belonged to a very 
tight knit family, and 
even though he lived in 
Wawa he was very proud 
of his heritage and his 
family here with lots of 
familial ties to Wiikwem-
koong,” said Mr. Madah-
bee, who has the on-ice 
name of “Mad Dog.” 
“Guys like Chris and 
Stan Jonathon, they are 
heroes to all our youth.”

“What a sad story to 

hear about his passing, 
that was a tough one,” 
said Gerard Peltier of 
Wiikwemkoong, who 
played in the OHL in the 
1980s, helping to win the 
Memorial Cup with the 
Cornwall Royals. “I knew 
Chris. Years ago, we had 
a hockey clinic in M’Chi-
geeng with myself Owen 
Nolan, Chris and others.”

“It is very sad to see 
him go, especially as a 
young man and to leave a 
family,” said Mr. Peltier.  

Mr. Nolan explained, “I 
first knew of Chris when 
he was playing bantam 
hockey and was drafted 
into the OHL. He played 
for Ottawa (in the 1991-
1992 season) and I was 
coaching the Soo Grey-
hounds and was asked 
by our general manag-

er Sherry Bassin about 
trying to get Chris to 
the Sault. Sherry said 
that Chris had some is-
sues, but I immediately 
said ‘yes, get him for our 
team.’ He turned that 
franchise around that 

year. This was the second 
year that we made it to 
the Memorial Cup. With 
Chris around, when we 
were playing road games, 
even our small guys 
seemed to grow about 
four inches taller and 

gain 25 pounds. He made 
a world of difference for 
that team in 1992.”

“He was a great play-
er, he could score, skate 
and played with a lot of 

Weekly specials coming soon!

21 Giiwedinoong Nakii Miikan (The Industrial Building)
Wiikwemkoong, (705) 618-5863

Monday to Friday: 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday:  9 am to 2 pm

Sunday: Closed

Owned and operated by: Ben Kanasawe of Buzwah Fisheries

• Custom meat boxes - beef, pork and poultry
• Homemade sausage (gluten and sodium free)
• Fresh fish (trout) and seasonal fish

...NHL enforcer Chris Simon dead at 52, family suspects CTE

...continued from page 10

The Simon family poses with a special on-ice dedication at the Michipicoten Memorial Arena in 
Wawa in Chris Simon’s honour which includes a medicine wheel and the logos of all the teams he 
played with over the course of his career.

...continued on page 12
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heart,” said Mr. Nolan. “But I still remember when he 
first got to the Sault he was still misbehaving and miss-
ing curfew. One of our staff members said we should 
get rid of him. I said no one is perfect and we have to 
work with him. I was tougher on him that most of the 
other players. His teammates loved him. I even had 
to suspend him at one point. Then one day I took him 

to the bus station and said ‘I will buy you a ticket to 
Wawa if you don’t want to behave and play here, I will 
understand if you want to go back to Wawa.’ Thank 
goodness he changed his life and stopped misbehav-
ing, going to school regularly and working even hard-
er as a player.”

“Chris was my favourite player because of what 
he had to overcome and becoming the player that we 
all thought he could be,” said Mr. Nolan. “I talk a lot 
about perseverance, and he was the perfect example of 

that. A number of years later he won the Stanley Cup 
and took the cup back home to Wawa.”

Later in his NHL career, Mr. Simon played for the 
New York Islanders with Mr. Nolan as coach. He had 
signed as a free agent. “He also had everything you 
needed to play, he had size and skill, could skate and 
shoot the shoot the puck and score.”

“When we got him in the Sault I know we won some 

(705) 248-2208 FAX: (705) 248-3170    WWW.NORTHSHORE-TRACTOR.CA
Family owned and operated business focused on providing high quality products 

and exceptional customer service.
30 CALABOGIE ROAD, ECHO BAY, ON  P0S 1C0

DEAL OF THE WEEKSALES & SERVICE

• Land Pride DM3605 Disc Mower                   $1,995.00
• Frontier DM1160 Disc Mower                         $3,995.00
• Enorossi DM5 Disc Mower                             $5,995.00
• John Deere 640 Loader                      $6,995.00
• John Deere 550                       $8,995.00
• 1970 Massey Ferguson 180  $2,995.00
• 1972 John Deere 350 Crawler Loader & Backhoe 

                                    $11,995.00
• 1975 John Deere 2130  $7,995.00
• 1976 John Deere 1030  $9,995.00
• 1984 John Deere 2350                                   $14,995.00
• 1990 John Deere Hydra-push Manure Spreader  

    $6,995.00
• 1995 Gehl Scavenger Manure Spreader        $5,995.00
• 1996 Kubota L3300                    $23,995.00
• 2000 Kubota F3060 Front Mount Mower   $12,995.00
• 2000 John Deere 6410                    $58,995.00
• 2002 Kubota ZD28 Diesel Commercial Zero-Turn 

Mower                                               $9,995.00
• 2002 Kubota BX1500 Tractor and Mower     $9,995.00
• 2003 Kubota B7800 4X4 Loader                  $21,995.00
• 2005 Kubota BX2230                     $13,995.00
• 2007 Kubota BX2350                      $10,995.00
• 2008 John Deere LA145                       $1,995.00
• 2008 Kubota M8540 HDC                    $64,995.00
• 2008 Kubota M9540 HDC                    $59,995.00
• 2009 John Deere LA105                         $995.00
• 2009 John Deere LA135   $1,995.00
• 2010 Kubota B26TLB                    $39,995.00

• 2011 Kubota B3200                    $28,995.00
• 2012 Kubota F2690  $8,995.00
• 2014 Miller Pro Tandem Rotary Hay Rake
• 2250/1150                                                        $11,995.00
• 2015 Kubota L6060HSTCC                           $62,995.00
• 2016 John Deere 100 Series D130                    $1,995.00
• 2016 Kioti RX6620 Cab                     $41,995.00
• 2018 Kubota B2601 HSD                    $32,995.00
• 2018 Kubota M5-111 4WD HDCC12 Cab       $92,995.00
• 2018 Kubota KX080-4S                    $110,000.00
• 2018 Kubota M7060HDCC                           $65,995.00
• 2019 iLGi Aragon Disc Tiller with Disc Packer MX-

K36/450                                  $43,995.00
• 2019 Kubota BV4580                     $48,995.00
• 2020 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T Tractor, 

Loader & Backhoe with Tektite Cab, Front 
Snowblower & Sweeper                      $42,995.00

• 2020 Kubota U27 Series 4G                         $59,995.00
• 2020 Kubota MX Series MX5200HSTRC 4WD  

                                  $42,995.00
• 2020 Mahindra Front Snowblower               $4,995.00
• 2021 Kubota KXB860QA                              $22,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T      $37,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T              $24,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T               $21,995.00
• 2021 Mahindra emax L Series 25 HST Cab  $25,895.00
• 2022 Kubota BX80 Series BX23S-1TLB        $28,995.00
• 2022 Kubota B01 Series B2601 HSD-1          $35,995.00 

2018 Kubota KX033 Series 4GAX

$69,995

Kuepfer Sawmill
ROUGH CUT LUMBER

• CEDAR, PINE, SPRUCE AND OAK.
• PINE/SPRUCE - BARN BOARD, 

FRAMING MATERIAL AND 
SQUARE TIMBERS (MOST SIZES 
IN STOCK).

• OAK IS CUSTOM ORDER.
• CEDAR - ALL SIZES OF 1” AND 

2” MATERIAL IN STOCK, 8’ - 12’ 
LONG.

• GARDEN BOXES, FLOWER 
PLANTERS AND BIRD HOUSES 
(SOME IN STOCK BUT CAN BE 
CUSTOM BUILT).

• PLAIN LUMBER IS OPTIONAL. 
• V-JOINT TONGUE AND GROOVE 

RADIUS EDGE.
• QUILTS AND GARDEN PLANTS 

ALSO AVAILABLE. 

Please call (519) 804-0441 Ext. 174.
Leave a message or stop by 
1565 Union Road, Evansville.

...NHL enforcer Chris Simon dead at 52, family suspects CTE

...continued from page 11

...supports opinion of CTE’s long-term effects
other. It is one thing to have a con-
cussion, but we hear a lot of cases 
of athletes who have had repeated 
cases. The brain doesn’t have the 
time to recover. You just can’t keep 
stretching the neuro structure be-
fore you are facing serious issues.”

“The head and body need time 
to full recover from an incident in-
volving injuries,” said Mr. Debas-
sige. “We have all heard of the dra-
matic number of cases of enforcers 
in hockey who are suffering from 
CTE.”

“Look for instance at a centre in 
football—two hits to the head in a 
practice and that can be a career for 
that player,” said Mr. Debassige.

“In years past players had to deal 
with the same issues but the sci-
ence was not there that shows how 
serious an injury to their head has 
been,” said Mr. Debassige. “Repeat-
ed injuries to the head can have 
dramatic effects on mental health.” 
Anyone who has suffered a head/
brain injury needs to give them-
selves time to recover and for eval-
uation to take place.

CBC News reported March 19 that 
CTE is associated with repeated 
traumatic brain injuries, including 
concussions and repeated head-
shots. Death by suicide and drug 
overdose are common among ath-
letes in CTE cases. It was noted the 
NHL has repeatedly disputed any 

links between hockey and CTE.
However, a study of former 

NHLers published last year showed 
enforcers lived significantly short-
er lives than their peers, CBC 
News reported. Researchers at New 
York’s Columbia University came 
to that conclusion after analyzing 
data from 6,039 players from 1967 
through the spring of 2022. The 
study found enforcers died on aver-
age a decade younger than compara-
ble peers drafted at the same rank, 
were of similar height and weight 
and played the same position.

CBC News reported the research-
ers did not find more deaths among 

...continued from page 1

...continued on page 13

...continued on page 13

Students from the Wawa area attended the sacred fire lit for Chris Simon. Here they learn about the teachings behind the sacred 
fire.

photo by Gina Gasongi Simon
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games before they even started because the other 
team was afraid of that train coming at them down the 
wing,” quipped Mr. Nolan.”

The coach and player kept in regular touch. “He will 
be missed. He had a heart of gold.”

Mike Commodore, who played with Mr. Simon in 
Calgary posted online, “an intimidating guy on the 
ice…hell of a player as well. He couldn’t have been 
nicer to me. RIP Chris. You will be missed.”

“Chris was a great guy, a beloved teammate and an 
important part of our first championship season,” said 
Colorado Avalanche president and former teammate 
of Mr. Simon, Joe Sakic, in a statement. “He was a re-
ally good hockey player who could score goals, was a 
big presence in the dressing room and was the first 
person to stand up and defend his teammates. Off the 
ice he was an unbelievable guy and a caring father, 
son, brother and friend. He will be sorely missed.”

As previously mentioned, in 2016 Mr. Simon was 
inducted into the LNHL in the alumni category as he 
had participated in the tournament during his youth, 
advanced to play hockey at a higher calibre and was 
instrumental in advocating for hockey development 
in their communities and continued to support partic-
ipating in the LNHL.

Chris Simon gave back to and supported Anishi-
naabe communities and initiatives in many ways, in-
cluding charities such as the Anishinabek Nation 7th 
Generation Charity where he joined Mr. Leach and 
participated in the annual Anishinabek veterans me-
morial golf tournament.

A post on the Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory 
Facebook site March 21 states, “to the family of Chris 
Simon, his friends, community and his hockey fans: 
Wiikwemkoong offers its deepest condolences. Miig-
wech, Creator for allowing us this talented and gifted 
spirit to walk with us on Mother Earth. May his mem-
ory be a comfort and blessing to all.” 

Wiikwemkoong Tourism posted, “Our communi-
ty is saddened to hear the passing of former NHLer 
Chris Simon. Chris is a local hockey hero with deep 
family roots in Wiikwemkoong. His grandfather Maxi 
baa was also a very talented player who would light 
up the local arenas across the North Shore and Mani-
toulin Island. In the 1990s Chris led a hockey school on 
Manitoulin Island with a group of NHLers, including 
the likes of Owen Nolan. The program inspired young 
Anishinaabe youth to follow their dreams and taught 
them to be leaders on and off the ice. We salute one 
of the toughest hockey players and fiercest warriors 
to come from Anishinaabe country. Baa maa pii miin-
waa (we will see you again)!”

Chris ‘Naanoongshkaahs’ Simon’s funeral will be 
held today, Wednesday, March 27 at 11 am at the Mi-
chipicoten Memorial Community Centre, 3 Chris Si-
mon Drive, in Wawa. The funeral will also be broad-
cast live online. A large contingent of Wiikwemkoong 
family and friends plan to attend.

...supports opinion of CTE’s long-term effects
the NHL enforcers than in the con-
trol group. “However, being an en-
forcer was associated with dying 
approximately 10 years earlier and 
more frequently from suicide and 
drug overdose than matched con-
trols,” the study read. Re-empha-
sis on player safety and improving 
quality of life after a hockey career 
should renew discussion to make 
fighting a game misconduct penalty 
in the NHL.”

Mr. Simon is the latest former 
NHL tough guy to die at a young 
age, joining the likes of Bob Prob-
ert, Derek Boogard, Wade Belak and 
Rick Rypien, CBC News reported. It 
continued to note that the differenc-

es in cause of death between the en-
forcers and their fellow players was 
striking. The 2023 study found two 
neurodegenerative disorder deaths, 
two drug overdoses, three suicides 
and four vehicular crashes were 
attributed to the 331 players identi-
fied as enforcer/fighters, compared 
to just one car crash death among 
the age-matched control group.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bett-
man, in a statement called Mr. Si-
mon’s death “tragic, but refrained 
from directly addressing the fam-
ily’s charges linking it to CTE, re-
ported CBC News. “We extend our 
deepest condolences to his family 
and friends,” Mr. Bettman said. 
“On all these matters we wait to see 
what the medical experts tell us. 

Having said that, I think it’s well 
documented all the changes that 
we’ve made over the last couple of 
decades to make the game as safe as 
possible.”

Former NHL player Reggie 
Leach, who lives on Manitoulin, 
told The Expositor, “I think the 
NHL has to look into all of this. We 
have lost five or six players in the 
past few years involving enforcers. 
Even over the past couple of years 
we have seen cases of deaths. In my 
opinion there needs to be more help 
provided when players reach out 
to the NHL Players Association, 
coaches, team owners for support 
and help. They all need to step up.”

...continued from page 12

...NHL enforcer Chris Simon dead at 52, family suspects CTE

...continued from page 12



PAGE 14 — THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR	 Wednesday, March 27, 2024

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—With the 
Manitoulin Snowdusters 
Poker Chip Run ticket 
sales having dropped this 
year, it means that the 
dance that was scheduled 
to be held at the end of 
the event has been can-
celled. The Snowdusters 
are hosting their second 
annual Poker Chip Run 
in memory of Todd “TC” 
Corbiere.

“The Poker Chip Run 
ticket sales have been 
way down this year,” said 
organizer Chris Laidley. 
“We had about 50 people 
take part last year, but 

this year we are pushing 
to get 30.”

“I guess with the lack 
of snow and nice weath-
er, people have made al-
ternate plans, and/or are 
travelling more and are 
not bored and looking 
for things to do. With the 
sales being what they are 
at this point, I am forced 
to cancel the dance por-
tion of this year’s event,” 
said Mr. Laidley. “We are 
still holding the dinner 
(scheduled for April 6).”

Mr. Laidley explained, 
“to date (March 20), about 
25 poker chip packages 
have been sold, and even 

fewer dinner/dance tick-
ets. With the support of 
the Manitoulin Hotel 
and Conference Centre 
and the DJ I had booked, 
John Roy of Island Music 
Showcase, are not going 
to charge a cancellation 
fee, which is very nice of 
both of them.”

Mr. Laidley said for 
the businesses that pur-
chased the dinner/dance 
tickets with their sign-up 
package to be a stop on 
the run, he is asking that 
they contact him about 
how they would like to 
proceed with a refund for 
the dance portion of their 
purchase.

The Poker Chip Run 
started on February 1 and 
runs until April 6. There 
are 38 businesses partic-
ipating this year, a few 
more than last year. 

Mr. Laidley had ex-
plained earlier that par-
ticipants on the run will 
travel to each stop, pro-
vide their participant run 
sheet and draw a coloured 
chip from a package. “At 
the end of the event we 
will hold a draw to figure 
out the value of the co-
loured chips and the per-
son with the highest value 
at the end will win.”

A poker hand costs 
each participant $30 each. 
The closing dinner ($60 
per participant) will take 
place at the Manitoulin 
Hotel and Conference 
Centre on April 6.

The Island businesses 
that have the poker chip 
run hands and tickets for 

the dinner include Betty’s 
Confectionery in Gore 
Bay, Loco Beanz in Man-
itowaning, General Store 
and Gas Bar in Birch 
Island, Buie’s in Spring 
Bay, Herbert Fisheries 
in Killarney, and Laidley 
Stationery in Little Cur-
rent. 

Participants can only 
get their participant sheet 
stamped for their own 
poker hand, said Mr. Laid-
ley, who explained one 
of the new aspects of this 
year’s event are new dou-
ble point values. If partic-
ipants in the poker chip 

run make a purchase at 
any of the business stops, 
the value of the coloured 
chip drawn is doubled.

With the 2023 poker 
chip run, 11 Todd ‘TC’ 
Corbiere student bursary 
prizes of $150 were provid-
ed to kids carrying on past 
high school in a trade. 

“I am looking at the 
numbers, and the way we 
are sitting with donations 
that have come in, we 
will still be able to have 
some money for the bur-
sary in TC’s name,” said 
Mr. Laidley in an email. 
“It will not be as much as 

what we had last year at 
this point, but it will still 
help some students.”

First prize in the poker 
chip run is five percent 
of what is raised through 
the event plus a gift certif-
icate for $1,000 toward any 
product offered by Wheels 
to Water, based in Shegui-
andah.

Any business or indi-
vidual who wants to do-
nate toward the event can 
contact Mr. Laidley at 
705-862-2616 or by email at 
laidley67@gmail.com

Happy 65th Birthday, Glen Case!
April 2, 1959

With love from your family

Your Family of

Pharmacies

LITTLE CURRENT
41 MEREDITH ST. E.

705-368-2530

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICES AVAILABLE!
MINDEMOYA

11 YONGE ST.
705-377-5411

MANITOWANING
147 ARTHUR ST.

705-859-2323

Happy Easter
35% OFF 

All Easter 
Candy & Products 

Happy

Easter
Joyeuses

Pâques

Michael Mantha, MPP
Algoma-Manitoulin

michaelmantha.com

...egg-citing Easter events roundup
the Kagawong Park Centre grounds, 39 
Henry Drive, Kagawong. Open to all ages!

Central Manitoulin
Central Manitoulin’s Easter egg hunt 

will take place at the Mindemoya ball-
fields on Saturday, March 30 at 11 am. 
The municipality has plenty of egg-citing 
activities cooked up for the little ones as 
well as a special egg-hunting activity for 
children 12 and under. Please bring your 
basket!

Gore Bay
The Town of Gore Bay and Betty’s Con-

venience is inviting young and old to take 
part in an Easter colouring contest. (Co-
louring pages can be picked up at those 
locations.) There are categories from 1 to 
55 plus! Please only one entry per person. 
Don’t forget to write your name, age and 
contact number on the back and drop off 
your artwork at the town office by Thurs-
day, March 28 at 4:30 pm.

Then on Friday, March 29 head to Man-
itoulin Golf, 25 Golf Course Road, for an 
Easter egg hunt at 11 am.

Town of NEMI
Hop to it at the Royal Canadian Legion 

Branch #177 in Little Current. The Le-
gion is having an Easter kids’ dance on 
Friday, March 29 from 6 to 8 pm. $5 per 
child. Drinks and snacks available for 
purchase!

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin 
and the Islands famed Easter egg hunt at 
the Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah 
grounds take place on Saturday, March 
30 at 11 am sharp. As usual, the grounds 

will be split into two sections: one for the 
very small and the other for the not-so-
small.

Tehkummah
The Township of Tehkummah’s Easter 

egg hunt is Saturday, March 30 at the Te-
hkummah ball diamond (at the corner of 
2nd Concession and 10th Sideroad) for kids 
12 and under. The hunt, for kids 12 and 
under, gets underway at 1 pm. Bring your 
own basket!

Wiikwemkoong
Buzwah Toys and Variety is hosting 

the 3rd annual Get Crackin’ Easter egg 
hunt photo contest from Friday, March 29 
at 2 pm to Monday, April 1 at 2 pm. There 
are over 50 large, painted eggs hidden 
throughout Wiikwemkoong and you need 
to find them for a chance at great prizes!

Gather your family and friends and 
take pictures with as many of them as 
you can find and submit it to Buzwah 
Toys and Variety Facebook account. 
There are over $6,000 in prizes to be won! 
Happy hunting!

The Manitoulin Expositor
The Expositor’s annual Easter egg 

contest is on! Find the eggs hidden on 
ads throughout this paper and write 
your findings on the egg tally form on 
page 9 of this newspaper or find it on-
line at Manitoulin.com. Email it to  
services@manitoulin.com or drop it off at 
The Expositor Office in downtown Little 
Current for your chance to win a great 
prize! 

Happy Easter, Manitoulin!

...continued from page 3

Snowdusters hoping for last minute boost in sales for TC Memorial Poker Run
Event raises funds for student bursary in the late enthusiast’s honour
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by Michael Erskine
M A N I T O W A N I N G —
Good things come in 
small packages and if 
nurtured properly, those 
small things can grow and 
prosper. Nothing could be 
more true in that regard 
than seeds and there were 
plenty of seeds on hand at 
the annual Debajehmujig 
Storytellers Seed Swap.

“In terms of sharing 
cultural practices, I think 
at the heart of it is con-
nection to the land and 
connection to people,” 
said Debajehmujig Story-
tellers executive general 
manager Lynda Trudeau. 
“They are very much 
present today at the Seed 
Swap.”

“This is a great day to 
come out and do your seed 
swap and an opportunity 
to start getting ready for 
your garden,” said Algo-
ma-Manitoulin-Kapus-
kasing MP Carol Hughes. 
“I want to thank Deba-
jehmujig for putting this 
on. It is a great place for 
people to come and gather 
and support as well.”

As the piano stylings of 
musician Richard Mauti 
drifted in the air, people 
wandered among the ta-
bles and met with pre-
senters and vendors set 
up throughout the Deba-
jehmujig Creation Centre 
in Manitowaning.

There were plenty of 
presentations to take in, 
including Jenn Mezei 
who brought insights 
she had gained regard-
ing ‘Gardens for Pollina-
tors’ following taking a 
David Suzuki course on 
butterflies. Workshops 
on working with clay by 
potter Rolanda Manitow-
abi, Food Waste Diver-
sion by Colen McKeever 
of ecogrowthenviro.ca, 
children’s programming 
with the incomparable 
duo of Kerri and Court-
nee, makeup workshops 
for elders, ‘Life with Lash-
es,’ and a youth and elder 
fashion show put on by 
Little Feather Co, as well 
as a fish fry. Throughout 
the event there was plenty 
of storytelling to comple-
ment the day.

Logo Design: Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
proof v2: May 10, 2013

Description/Rationale: Add logotype to Great Spirit Circle Trail icon to create a logo for the 

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre.

Official logo

Alternate logo - Use only when medium cannot accomodate the dimensions of the Official Logo.

Easter Brunch: Easter Brunch:    

Sunday, March 31, 2024: 8am - 2pm Sunday, March 31, 2024: 8am - 2pm 
reservations required - 705-368-9966reservations required - 705-368-9966 $37.00/person 

$18.00/kids under 12 
+ tax

Scrambled eggs Scrambled eggs 
HomefriesHomefries

Bacon/sausagesBacon/sausages
French toast/pancakesFrench toast/pancakes

Honey glazed hamHoney glazed ham
Scalloped potatoesScalloped potatoes

PerogiesPerogies
LasagnaLasagna

Fruit, vegetable and Fruit, vegetable and 
pickle platterspickle platters

Assorted dessertsAssorted desserts

ON THE MENU:ON THE MENU:

 66 Meredith St E,  
Little Current, ON

Happy Easter!

Joyeuses Pâques !

Debajehmujig hosts another successful Seed Swap 

Dooganing girls Margaret 
Jackson and Janet 
Wemigwans take in the seed 
swap lunch.

St. Patrick’s Day fun
The Assiginack Curling Club held its annual mixed curling bonspiel March 15-17. The first 
event winners included the rink from left in photo Rob and Joanne Mellan, Robin and Tom 
Cooper.
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(German for young lady) 
portion of a mountain 
seen on a subsequent rail 
trip left an impression. 
It did resemble a young 
lady.”

A one-year stint in the 
Isle of Man started in 
1958. Alastair was born 
here, and the mode of 
transportation continued 
to be the bike and sidecar. 
After Shirley was born at 
their next placement, the 
Sutton hospital, the bike 
was traded for a car, the 
Hillman Husky. The fami-
ly lived above the kitchen 
hospital but had no fridge, 
so Dorothy had to shop 
daily. She learned to drive 
the car, and this made life 
a bit easier until she was 
lost in a fog one day. She 
called Dave from a near-
by house to rescue his 
family. In 1964, there was 

a four-year placement in 
Sedgefield where Iain was 
born.

They had their sights 
on Canada next. They 
wanted to move to a place 
with four seasons, so Can-
ada fit the bill. They came 
to Canada with three kids 
beset with chickenpox. 
Joyce Bailey picked them 
up in Sudbury during a 
powerful thunderstorm. 
They spent their early 
weeks at Little’s Camp 
on North Channel Drive 
and the Wilde home while 
that family was away. A 
rental home on Meredith 
Street came next. “It had 
new-to-us space heaters in 
the living room and kitch-
en.” Soon two-year old 
Iain escaped and tried to 
visit his father, but Doro-
thy caught him before he 
got to the main road. In 
May of 1968, the Stephens 
moved into their own 

home on North Channel 
Drive. Dorothy started to 
do supply teaching at the 
separate school despite 
her concern that the reg-
ulations and expectations 
might be different here. 
Dave assumed his role at 
the medical centre in Lit-
tle Current.

That fall, Dorothy was 
asked to teach a reme-
dial Grade 4 class at the 
Little Current Public 
School. She accepted. In 
1973, Dorothy, after en-
couragement from Ra-
chel Charette, began her 
artist career with an owl 
painting, and soon joined 
Ivan Wheale’s class for 
further instruction. Over 
the years, many of her 
works have been given to 
relatives, friends, a few 
sold, and the rest decorate 
her home. Dorothy also 
decided to upgrade her 
education at Laurentian 

University and by 1981, 
graduated cum laude. 
Her family celebrated 
her success. “My favour-
ite courses were geology 
and religion and the arts. 
For the latter course she 
submitted her painting 
of ‘Jesus in Gethsemane,’ 
a near copy of El Greco’s 
version. This painting 
now hangs in the United 
Church in Little Current. 

Dorothy lost the hear-
ing in her right ear due 
to a virus, but this did not 
slow her down. She was 
elated to help a Vietnam-
ese boat family learn En-
glish after taking a short 
course. “They moved to 
British Columbia but 
travelled back here to 
thank everyone who 
helped them, including a 
stop at our home.” Dor-
othy retired in 1991 for 
health reasons. “I was a 
free agent for seven years 
until Dave retired and 
we were a couple again.” 
In 1999 Dorothy lost her 
sense of smell, due like-
ly to another virus. Dave 
had to check out the food 
for freshness because she 
couldn’t do the sniff test, 
and he happily complied. 
“Perhaps he didn’t want 
to be poisoned,” Dorothy 
adds, smiling. In 2002 Dor-
othy had her right knee 
replaced. 

As for travelling, the 
couple have spent hol-
idays abroad. “We had 
trips to Scotland and 
Ireland for reunions for 
Dave. Stonehaven was 
interesting because we 
could watch the fishing 
boats come in with their 
catch. Little shore cruises 
let us gaze at the multitude 
of seabirds on the cliffs. 
Aruba and Maui were en-
joyable, too. The tropical 
fish in Aruba, among the 
coral, close to shore, and 
seen through a mask and 

snorkel, were amazing. In 
Hawaii we swam among 
sea turtles and saw hump-
back whales. Lastly, we 
enjoyed two cruises to 
the Caribbean and one to 
Alaska for our 50th anni-
versary.”

“My brother Colin, who 
worked in forestry, was 
killed by a drunk driver 
in South Africa. My other 
brother, Warwick, was an 
architect with The John 
Brown Shipyard. He de-
signed miles of piping 
that went into the Queen 
Elizabeth Two,” Doro-
thy shares. “I have three 
great-grandchildren now. 

Alastair’s son Chris and 
his wife Samantha have 
Caleb. Their daughter 
Kathryn is single and 
living in Sudbury. Jen-
nifer and her husband 
Jussi have Romeo. Iain’s 
daughter Tory and hus-
band Mitch have Finn 
and they live in Stratford. 
Iain’s second daughter, 
Alyssa, lives in Sudbury. 
Alastair, ‘Al,’ is here and 
helping me today. He and 
his wife Michele own 
North Channel Canvas, 
next to this house. All 
the family get together at 
Christmas time.” 

Some highlights you 
want to mention? “Sailing 
on the water with our two 
big boats, the Shearwater 
and the Wildcat, a catama-
ran. We had a short run-
about, the Straycat, which 
the boys loved. They all 
gave us some glorious 
times on the water. Once, 
in the Benjamins, the kids 
were complaining about 
hearing mice. The next 
morning, we realized they 
were right. We found a 
nest at the bottom of the 

anchor locker. Foods, not 
canned, had all been sam-
pled by the mice, so we re-
moved the nest and quick-
ly headed out to Crocker 
Island, thankfully leaving 
the mice behind.”

Most important event? 
“Our marriage and the six 
years of medical training 
which allowed us to travel 
and see lots of new vistas 
in Scotland.” 

Favourite pets? No 
pets during the war, but 
as mentioned, we had a 
German shepherd named 
Wolf when I was a baby 
and he protected me. We 
also had an Airedale and 

a bull terrier. Lastly, we 
had a stray dog, Jake, 
who learned to release the 
snow shovel handle from 
its storage position, to 
knock on the door when 
he wanted to be let in.” 

Favourite season? 
“Spring when every-
thing is coming to life. 
It’s warmer and I can get 
out and about in the fresh 
air.” 

Favourite activities? 
“Jigsaw puzzles. I didn’t 
have much time for read-
ing. I was an outside girl, 
walking a lot and playing 
field hockey for many 
years.” 

Collections? “Stamps 
and coins but the stamps 
aren’t worth much now.” 

Favourite television 
or radio show? “Wheel of 
Fortune and Jeopardy.” 

Favourite sport? “Ar-
chery, where I won a little 
prize one time.” 

Strengths? “Being a 
special education teacher. 
I have always had com-
passion for people who 
need a little extra help. I 

...continued from page 5

Perivale Gallery
2024 Summer art workshops

PAINTINGS • SCULPTURE • POTTERY • JEWELLERY • PHOTOGRAPHY
Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm, May 17 - June 14

and then DAILY 10 am - 5 pm until September 15
705-210-0290 • www.perivalegallery.com

JUNE 21, 22, 23 LET’S GET REAL!
WITH BARRY BOWERMAN  

Let’s really ‘see’ the subject/scene and interpret the impact of 
sunlight and local colour. See the special effects that impact 

what you actually see and how they can be incorporated 
into your project and add a new dimension to your work to 
enhance the final outcome. Bring ideas for a project or one 

that you have in progress and I will work with you to develop 
it further. All levels and media are welcome.

JUNE 28, 29, 30 WORKING WITH LIGHT AND 
MAGIC WITH RUTH REID

Open the doors to Light and Magic. It’s in you, and we’ll help 
you find it. Learn how to see opportunities for magic, make 
your paintings glow and how to add the mystery that draws 
one in. Using transparent watercolours and acrylic inks, learn 

how to set the stage with a light filled background, then 
develop your subject. Working with light and magic always 
makes it stand out! All levels welcome…bring your magic 

heart and fresh eyes!

JULY 5, 6, 7 ENCHANTING VISTAS  
WITH CATHERINE TIMM

Discover new approaches to using fibre, fabric and stitch 
(machine & hand) to create your own magnificent landscape. 
Interpret your own photo or picture, build it, stitch it using 
different techniques and a variety of materials. Bring your 
imagination and be prepared to break the rules and colour 

outside the lines. You will need a working sewing machine or 
your kit for hand stitching. All levels welcome.

JULY 12, 13, 14 PAINTING LARGE
WITH POWER WITH LEE MUNN

Learn the art of painting landscapes in a LARGE format with 
the power of shadows and highlights. Working from photo 
references, we’ll use exaggeration of highlights, shadows & 
powerful colours on larger canvasses (ie. 36x36, 30x40...) to 

create a dynamic landscape painting. We’ll also look at using 
large brush strokes, and base tones. Acrylic or oils focused, 

but all levels and media welcome.

JULY 19, 20, 21 OR JULY 26, 27, 28 PAINT 
LIKE TOM THOMSON AND THE
GROUP OF 7 WITH MARK HOPE

 Tom Thomson & the Group of Seven had a unique view of 
the Canadian landscape. Learn vital tools like editing and 
simplifying compositions for strong painting statements. 

Understand colour & value to paint with passion. See shapes 
not things to help develop your own unique creative voice.  
Oils or acrylics focused, but all levels and media welcome.

AUG 2, 3, 4 HUG A TREE WITH CATHY BOYD
Who doesn’t love a landscape dotted with trees? Windswept 

pines on Georgian Bay, showy silver birches, or stately 
Canadian maples? Let’s try our hand at all of them! We will 
practise how to draw them, then work with your preferred 

painting medium to do a tree portrait or a tree scape. 
Emphasis will be on painting, using unexpected colours and 

a variety of techniques. Let’s grow a forest together, one tree 
at a time! Oils or acrylics focused, but all levels and media 

welcome.

AUG 9, 10, 11 FABULOUS, FLIRTY AND FUN 
FLORALS WITH

CHRISTIE PEARSON ANDERSON
Let’s get up close and personal with both wild and 

domesticated flowers and grasses. Rediscover these delicate 
or hardy, shy or erotic, brilliant or subdued, but always 

beautiful Nature’s gifts. We will review techniques such as: 
using a limited palette, transparent glazing, negative painting, 
applying textures and colour theory. Watercolour focused, 

but all levels and media are welcome.

AUG. 16, 17, 18  WHEALISM: A SIGHT TO BE 
SEEN WITH IVAN WHEALE

Under the guidance of this iconic artist and teacher, explore 
the creative process: how we see what is and what may be. 

We will discuss art and working out its problems, colour and 
breaking its barriers and field work sketches and their birth. 

Bring ideas, reference materials and an open mind to discover 
and create all things bright and beautiful. All levels and media 

welcome.

SEPT 6, 7, 8  COLOUR DRAMA, PAINTING 
AND SKETCHING THE LAND

WITH LAUREN SATOK
A weekend of painting and learning to mix beautiful new 

colour palettes that enhance your compositions, uplift your 
mood and deepen your understanding of how bold or very 

subtle colours can make your paintings pop. We will focus on 
the drama of sunrises and sunsets. Oils or acrylics focused, 

but all levels and media welcome.
SEPT 13, 14, 15  NATURE CALLS: A DATE 

WITH PLEIN AIR WITH MARK HOPE
Young or ‘old’, beginner or advanced, everyone benefits 

from fresh air and painting outdoors! Learn about the tools, 
tricks, shortcuts, and preparations that make the en plein 
air experience fun and exciting. We will visit several easily 
accessible locations on the island that offer exciting paint 
opportunities. Oils or acrylics focused, but all levels and 

media welcome.

Our 3-day workshops run from 9:30 – 3:30 and are held at the Spring Bay Community Centre, right in the centre of 
Manitoulin Island! To register, first email your intention to reserve a spot to ensure availability and then send an 

e-transfer to Perivale Gallery, perivalegallery@gmail.com or a cheque to:
Perivale Gallery, Box 58, Spring Bay, ON, P0P 2B0.

The 3-day workshop fee is $275 ($243.36+31.64 HST) if you register before May 1st. After May 1st, the registration fee 
is $295 ($261.06+33.94). Registration is complete when payment is made.

For more information and registration, please contact Shannon at perivalegallery@gmail.com • 705-210-0290

...Now and Then: Dorothy Stephen

...continued on page 20

The beloved Stephen’s family 
catamaran in the Benjamans.

Dorothy the teacher in the 1970s.
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coming 
events

Due to COVID-19 and recom-
mended social distancing prac-
tices, the Board of Directors 
of Manitoulin Health Centre 
continues to hold virtual Board 
meetings, with the next one 
scheduled for Thursday, March 
28 at 6 pm. Regular meetings 
of the Board are open to the 
public to attend and observe, 
with the exception of in-camera 
issues. Regular protocol will be 
in place and members of the 
public will not have the ability to 
make comments or ask ques-
tions during the meeting. For 
connectivity details, please send 
an email request to Lori Mas-
telko at lmastelko@mhc.on.ca.

45c

coming 
events

 Death Notices
DANNY VIENNEAU 

In loving memory of Danny Vienneau, 
62 years who passed away at his resi-

dence on Friday, March 15, 2024. Much 
beloved husband of Juli, best Dad ever 
to Jade and fur-baby Daisy, who all were 
his world. Survived by his sister Linda 
(Mike), sister-in-law, Jill (Rick), and 
mother-in-law Fern (more like his 

mom), whom he loved and adored with all his heart and 
would do anything for. Also survived by niece Tabitha 
(Jason) and nephews Roger Jr. and Shawn, as well as many 
cousins, aunts and uncles. Predeceased by his parents, Clif-
ford and Elizabeth, brother Roger and father-in-law Doug.  
Danny was a proud Ironworker (recently retired) with Local 
786, Sudbury. Danny loved his job as an Ironworker and 
worked with many union brothers over the years, enjoying 
all the camaraderie that came with it. He truly appreciated 
how many stayed in contact through the past few years dur-
ing his illness. Danny’s favourite place in the world was 
camp at Lake Kagawong. Whether it was hunting, fishing, 
working endlessly on projects or just relaxing, this was 
where he was the happiest. His wife will continue to enjoy 
their favourite place and his daughter will continue to fish 
in their favourite spots, forever knowing Danny is watching 
over them and wishing he could be there. At his request 
there will be no visitation or service. Cremation at the Park 
Lawn Crematorium with a Celebration of his Life to be held 
at a later date. Donations to the Northern Cancer Founda-
tion – Cancer Center would be appreciated. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Jackson & Barnard Funeral Home. For do-
nations or messages of condolence www.lougheedfuneral-
homes.com.  

FLORE-ANGE  MARIE TOMASSINI  
“Florence” 

(née Bertrand) 

In loving memory of  Flore-Ange “Flo-
rence” Marie Tomassini (née 

Bertrand), 93 years, who passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her family on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at St. 
Gabriel’s Villa in Chelmsford. Beloved 
wife of Ornato “Mason” Tomassini (pre-
deceased 1998.) Loving mother of Denis 

Tomassini (Cathy predeceased), Susan Simmons (Spencer 
Sutton), Richard Tomassini and Shirley-Ann Sagle (Blair). 
Cherished Nona of Monique (Andres), D.J., Angela 
(Stephane), Amanda, Lana (Andy), Adam, Pamela, Lee-
Anne (Johnathon), Adele-Rose (Tyler Jay), Dawni-Lynelle 
(Kevin), Vanessa (John) and Cassandra predeceased 
(Kevin), great-grandchildren Jessica, Lianna (Amadeo), 
Nathan, Aryanna, Andy, Mackenzie, Alex, Seth, Noah, 
Natasha, Malcom, Lily, Maleah and Liam, and great-great- 
grandchildren Veera, Vada and Willow. Predeceased by her 
parents Onesime and Rose Yvonne Bertrand (née Bigras) 
and siblings Raymond, Fernand and Conrad (Joan also pre-
deceased). She will be sadly missed and lovingly remem-
bered by many nieces, nephews, family and friends. 
Florence was a strong and determined woman, who after 
her husband passed away, she got her driver’s licence at the 
age of 70 to maintain her independence. She was a past 
member of the WHEO and Golden Age Clubs. She enjoyed 
bowling and playing cards. The family would like to ex-
press a heartfelt thank you to the staff, nurses, PSWs and 
doctors at St. Gabriel’s Villa, especially the Vermillion 
neighbourhood for going above and beyond, and taking 
such great care of “Momma Tomassini.” Also thank you to 
the Alzheimer’s Society for being so kind and helpful to not 
only Florence, but also her family. There will be no visita-
tion or service. Cremation at the Park Lawn Crematorium 
with burial alongside her husband in the family plot in the 
Lasalle Cemetery. A Celebration of her Life will be held at 
a later date. Donations to the Alzheimer’s Society Sudbury 
Manitoulin Chapter or St. Gabriel’s Villa would be appre-
ciated by the family. Arrangements entrusted to the Jackson 
& Barnard Funeral Home. For donations or messages of 
condolence www.lougheedfuneralhomes.com. 
 
Memorial donations are gratefully appreciated and can be 
made at the admitting office to the auxiliaries of the Man-
itoulin Health Centre and the Renovation Fund in both 
Mindemoya and Little Current and the Gore Bay Mani-
toulin Lodge Auxiliary Incorporated, 3 Main Street, Gore 
Bay, Ontario, P0P 1H0 and the Manitoulin Centennial 
Manor  Fundraising or Manor Auxiliary, Postal Bag 460, 
10 Robinson Street, Little Current, Ontario, P0P 1K0. Do-
nations can also be made to the Manitoulin District Ceno-
taph Fund, Box 656, Little Current, Ontario P0P 1K0 or Pet 
Save Manitoulin, Box 393, Gore Bay, Ontario P0P 1H0.

church 
services

King James Bible Church, 
Providence Bay worships every 
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12 
noon. For more information call 
705-348-2229.

30tfn

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support and 
promote positive family rela-
tionships on Manitoulin and the 
North Shore. Violence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Out-
reach Counseling Crisis Line 
705-377-5160; Toll Free Crisis 
Line 800-465-6788; Children’s 
Services: Early ON Child and 
Family Centre, Little Current 
Child Care, Mindemoya Child 
Care 705-368-3400; Help Cen-
tre: Thrift Shop & Food Bank 
705-368-3400; Administration 
705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to 
help family and friends of alco-
holics. Changed attitudes can 
aid recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola Al-
Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, An-
glican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to On-
tarioNorthAl-Anon.com. Please 
note the only Alateen meetings 
available in Northern Ontario 
are on a mobile app. Look for 
the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn

services

Are you a cancer survivor 
and need someone to talk to 
on Manitoulin? Meetings are 
held monthly on a rotating basis 
around the Island. Mindemoya 
Council Chambers from 2 to 4 
pm, but support can be given 
over the phone. Please feel 
free to reach out to anyone list-
ed for support. Cancer support 
group contacts: Bonnie Young, 
705-377-4998; Terry MacKen-
zie, RN (oncology nurse), 705-
507-0433 or tandjmackenzie@
hotmail.com or Ann Crans-
ton, 705-272-7531, bnannc@
gmail.com. Ask us your ques-
tions, tell us your concerns.

Tfn

Christian Counselling: Alco-
hol, addiction, anxiety, children, 
depression, drugs, faith, grief, 
illness, marriage, PTSD, salva-
tion, sin, etc. Free and confiden-
tial. King James Bible Church, 
705-885-8951, cc.manitoulin@
gmail.com.

Tfn

services

for sale

Four winter tires on rims, used 
two seasons, LT265/70R17, 
six studs, monitored valves, 
off a 2016 F150, $450. Five 
all season tires on alluy rims, 
two years old, 245/60 R18 five 
stud off 2012 Explorer,$450. 
Call 705-669-7186.

45-46c

Ferguson tractor, 80 HP, new 
tires and back rims, rebuilt 
carb and tuned up. Asking 
$3,200. Call Charlie, 705-368-
0089. No foolish offers please.

45p

For Sale
March discount on 

fencing, page wire, high 
tensil insulators, steel 

posts, etc. Also Tingley 
boots, birdhouses, 

halters, tie ropes and 
much more. Quality 
seed grass and grain 

seeds.

Phone (705) 988-3605, 
leave a message.

Kenneth Albrecht
28 McKechnie Road

Tehkummah, ON

rental
One-bedroom fully furnished 
apartment for rent on the wa-
terfront in Little Current. Move 
in condition with fully equipped 
kitchen, bedroom and bath-
room, linen supplied. Washer 
and dryer on premises. Suit-
able for single, non-smoker 
quiet person with references. 
One parking space. $1,450 
per month, utilities, satellite 
TV and Starlink highspeed 
internet included. First and 
last required. Available May 1.

45-46p

Manitoulin furnished designer 
home surrounded by forest, two 
bedroom plus large yoga/gym 
area, two full bath, large den 
with two additional bedrooms. 
Lower split level, kitchen island, 
large walk out deck to large gar-
den facing lake. Only 33 min-
utes to Mindemoya, walkable 
distance to Irish sourdough bak-
ery and cocoa/espresso cafe. 
All inclusive rate, furnished, 
only $3,300 month for three to 
five months summer lease with 
excellent WiFi. Long term lease 
available 12 to 24 months with 
special rate without utilities or 
heat tanks. Please inquire with 
your number and ideal lease 
term to: ManitouBlue@Proton.
me. Avail May 1, 2024 through 
summer or 2025 to 2026.

45c

personal
Single, honest, caring and 
easy going 69-year-old gen-
tleman looking for a lady com-
panion to share all that life has 
to offer. I don’t drink or smoke. 
Feel free to drink if you do. 
Please only non-smokers are 
welcome. I live in Elliot Lake. 
I am willing to relocate if need 
be. I can move, I’m not a tree, 
lol! I am for real. If interested 
please call 705-923 8819. We 
will never know unless we try.

45-46c

Come one, come all to the Lit-
tle Current United Church Hall 
on March 29 from 7 to 9 pm 
(and every two weeks after that) 
to enjoy George Williamson and 
colleagues for a night of enter-
tainment. Donation towards 
Manitoulin Family Resourc-
es Food Bank appreciated.

44-45p

An evening of Contem-
porary Inspirational Music, 
Saturday, April 13 at 7 pm at 
St. John’s Anglican Church, 
Kagawong. Refreshments 
provided, donations appreciat-
ed. Proceeds of fundraiser to 
repair stained glass window.

44-47p

Little Current Fish and Game 
Club Annual Spring Roast 
Beef Dinner and Fundraiser 
at the Little Current Legion on 
Wednesday, April 3. Door prize 
and raffle; cocktails at 5 pm, 
dinner served at 6 pm. Only 
125 tickets available, $40 each, 
dine in only. Serving roast beef 
supplied, prepared and served 
by the Burt Farm. Included is a 
salad, main course and tea or 
coffee. For more information or 
tickets call President Lou Shortt, 
705-368-2446; Garry Elliott, 
705-368-3055; or Tony Ferro, 
705-936-6565. Or you can pick 
up your tickets at The Manito-
ulin Expositor, Little Current.

44-45c

Manitoulin Nature Club meet-
ing on Thursday, March 28 
at 7 pm. Beth Gilhespy, the 
new CEO of the Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy, will 
take us on a visual journey 
of the Niagara Escarpment’s 
unique geology, with a focus 
on beautiful Manitoulin Island. 
Join us on ZOOM or in-person 
at the Trinity United Church, 
6070 King Street, Mindemoya. 
$20 for an annual membership 
or come check out your first 
meeting for free! Email mani-
toulinnatureclub@gmail.com.

45c

Music in the Hall, Saturday, 
April 6 from 2 to 4 pm at the 
Tehkummah Seniors’ Hall. Pop-
ular music old and new with 
Nettish and Christian Lauder. 
Admission for adult, $5; children 
under 15, free. Canteen will be 
open. Sponsored by the Teh-
kummah Seniors’ Triangle Club.

coming 
events

coming 
eventsin  

memoriam
CHATWELL—In memory 
of Bill Chatwell who passed 
away March 25, 2017.
Time cannot steal the trea-
sures that we carry in our 
hearts,
Nor ever dim the shining 
thoughts our cherish past im-
parts.
For the memory of the one
He loved so much still casts a 
gentle glow.
To grace our days and nights,
Our paths where we may go.
Forever loved, miss your 
smile and gentle touch.
Wife Vera, children Bill and 
Melanie, Bob and Lou, Kim 
and Bev, Kerry and Sandra, 
Bonnie and Myke, Connie 
and Mike, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

45c

in  
memoriam

Legion  
events

Come join the Little Cur-
rent Royal Canadian Le-
gion for a breakfast brunch 
on Sunday, April 7 from 10 
am to 1 pm. $10 per person.

42-45c

Kids’ Easter Dance, Fri-
day, March 29 from 6 
to 8 pm. $5 per child.

42-45p

Wings are back at the Royal 
Canadian Legion, Little Current 
from 5 to 10 pm, downstairs, on 
Thursday, Thursday, March 28.

45p

wanted
Donate your old car or truck 
or farm tractor, etc., or even an 
old metal boat to our church. 
We can send a truck right to you 
to pick these up, and in return 
you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the scrap value of 
your donation to St. Bernard’s 
Church, Little Current. Please, 
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc. 
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

notice
Gore Bay United Church 
Food Cupboard is open every 
Thursday from  12 noon to 3 
pm. Come to the church side 
door (facing McQuarrie Motors). 
You will be invited into the Food 
Cupboard to choose your food 
items. If you don’t have a bag, 
there are some available. If you 
have any questions, please call 
705-282-2011.  Messages are 
checked daily. Everyone is wel-
come. 

Tfn

Knox Rummage Sale in Mani-
towaning is now closed and will 
reopen soon with Spring items!

45p

Remember your loved ones fondly in 
The Manitoulin Expositor

Send an email to Debbie at  
services@manitoulin.com 

or call 705-368-2744

In Memoriam or Obituaries
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Application for CONSENT
Under Section 53 of the Planning Act 

To be held on Thursday, April 18, 2024 at 7:00pm

File No.:  Con 2024-04
Applicant:  Marjorie Collie
Agent:  Gord Keatley
Legal Description: Sheguiandah Township – Lot 4 Concession 14 RP 31R-3641 Part 1
Official Plan:  Rural 
Zoning:   Rural 
 
PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION:
This is a request for Technical Consent to convey lands to an adjacent lot which will 
not lead to the creation of an undersized lot.

CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:  
The request is being made for a severance of 15.24m to add to the adjacent lot 
owned by a family member.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands public meeting concerning this application.  If you have 
specific comments regarding this application, you may submit a letter to the  
Secretary-Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at the meeting. 

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except 
as otherwise provided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further 
notice in the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect 
of the proposed Consent, you must make a written request to the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Planning Authority at the address shown below.  

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY THAT FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the 
Approval Authority in respect of the proposed consent has not made a written 
submission to the Approval Authority before it gives or refuses to give a provisional 
consent, the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this application is available to the public for 
viewing at the municipal office between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
to Friday; or you may contact Ms. Pam Myers, Clerk and Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Planning Authority, at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: March 27, 2024
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & The Islands
14 Water St. E.; P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Notice of a Public Open House
Concerning a Township-Initiated Zoning By-law Update

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Assiginack will be holding 
an in-person public Open House to consider a Township-initiated Zoning By-law Amendment 
and is notifying the public in accordance with Section 34 of the Planning Act.

Purpose and Effect of the Zoning By-law Amendment:
The purpose of the Zoning By-law Amendment is to update the Township’s Zoning By-law. 
The Township Zoning By-law currently in effect is By-law No. 80-20 and By-law No. 80-21, first 
approved by Council in 1980. Since 1980, the Township Zoning By-law has been amended from 
time to time through approval of privately initiated zoning by-law amendment applications and 
through general amendments/reviews initiated by the Township. In October 2018, a new District 
of Manitoulin Official Plan was approved to be consistent with Provincial policies. The Planning 
Act requires municipalities to update their Zoning By-law after an update to their Official Plan. 
Pursuant to the Planning Act, this update will bring the Township Zoning By-law into conformity 
with the District of Manitoulin Official Plan, and by extension into conformity with the other 
Provincial planning policies in effect.

Public Open House:
A public Open House is scheduled for March 27, 2024, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm to provide 
information regarding the Township-initiated Zoning By-law Amendment. The public Open 
House will be held at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street in Manitowaning.  
The format of the public Open House will be a drop-in where you will have the opportunity  
to review the draft proposed new Zoning By-law, ask questions related to the proposed draft, 
and provide input in advance of the Township hosting a Statutory Public Meeting.

Location of the Subject Lands:
The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment applies to the entire Township and therefore a key 
map has not been provided.

Additional Information:
Additional information relating to the Zoning By-law update, including information about 
appeal rights, will be available on the Township’s website (https://www.assiginack.ca/by-laws/) 
on March 8th, 2024, or for inspection by appointment between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
to Friday at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street, Manitowaning, ON. Please contact 
the Clerk at hferguson@assiginack.ca or call (705) 859-3196 to arrange for an appointment.

Dated at the Township of Assiginack this 6th day of March 2024.
Heidi Ferguson, Clerk Township of Assiginack

 Death Notice
ARTHUR ADDISON 

With heavy hearts and great sad-
ness, we announce the passing of 

the life of Arthur Addison at the Mani-
toulin Health Centre in Mindemoya on 
March 21, 2024 at the age of 88. Arthur 
was predeceased by his beloved wife of 
67 years, Jean (Cook) Addison. The 
family home and friends within their 

wonderful community of Silver Water on Manitoulin Island 
gave him great joy and support and that was always home 
whether on or off the Island. Arthur will always be remem-
bered by his children Debbie, Pennie and Joe (Julie) as the 
supportive, kind gentleman who had a twinkle in his bright 
blue eyes at holidays, especially his epic annual Easter egg 
hunts. His grandchildren Sydney and Roslyn Addison-
Rudat and Jacob Addison were his pride and joy and now 
grieve the difficult loss of their fun loving Grandpa. Pre-
deceased by his parents Ted and Hazel (Edmonds) Addison, 
Arthur is survived by some of his favorite people, his sib-
lings Kay (Allen) Everett and Danny (Joy) Addison. The 
family is so grateful for all the care and support of Dr. 
Reade over the years and the great team of support to keep 
Arthur happy and comfortable in his own home, namely 
Beth, Ruth and Katrina. The availability of the fabulous 
hospice suite where the doctors and nurses tended to not 
only our Dad’s every need but also nourished our souls as 
we navigated this difficult time together was wonderful. 
We will never forget your caregiving but also your kind-
ness. There will be a visitation in Gore Bay at Simpson Fu-
neral Home on Wednesday, March 27, 2024 between 6 to 
9 pm. Funeral will be at St. Andrews United Church on 
Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 11 am. Friends and family 
please join us at Silver Water Community Hall to celebrate 
Arthur’s life with some refreshments and to share memo-
ries. 

in  
memoriam

CHATWELL—In memory 
of Bill Chatwell who passed 
away March 25, 2017.
Time cannot steal the trea-
sures that we carry in our 
hearts,
Nor ever dim the shining 
thoughts our cherish past im-
parts.
For the memory of the one
He loved so much still casts a 
gentle glow.
To grace our days and nights,
Our paths where we may go.
Forever loved, miss your 
smile and gentle touch.
Wife Vera, children Bill and 
Melanie, Bob and Lou, Kim 
and Bev, Kerry and Sandra, 
Bonnie and Myke, Connie 
and Mike, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

45c

in  
memoriam

MCKINNY—In memory of Kath-
erine McKinny.
Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near,
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear. 
Mickey, Dave, Bruce, Perry, 
Gary and Cynthia

remember one little child 
who couldn’t speak at all 
in Kindergarten in Lit-
tle Current. He tended to 
push people instead. I re-
call working extra hard 
with him and two other 
children and in the end, 
they seemed to be much 
more adept at commu-
nication. Scottish coun-
try dancing I enjoyed 
when I was younger. I 
still have the instruction 
books. Painting is also 
something I enjoy. My 
favourite painting is the 
one with the two gannets 
(white sea birds) I found 
in a Robert Bateman 
book.” 

Anything you still want 
to do? “Some birdwatch-
ing, perhaps and a boat 
ride in the summer. I love 
being on the water.”

Your first impression 

after meeting Dave? “I 
liked him right away. I 
fell with a bang. At first, 
I wasn’t sure if he felt the 
same, but in time I knew 
he did.” 

Any associations? “I 
was a member of the 
Women’s Auxiliary.” 

A good family mem-
ory? “My husband and 
I had a good marriage, 
and I am proud of all the 
kids, grandkids and great 
grandkids.” 

If you could go back in 
time is there anything 
you would do different-
ly? “Perhaps, if I could 
avoid the viral infection 
that affected my hearing 
or avoid the big public 
school that I had to attend 
as a small child, coming 
from a small country 
school, that might be a 
blessing but overall, I 
wouldn’t want to change 
anything important. It all 
came together well.”

Was there anything you 
dreamt about as a small 
child that came true lat-
er? “I always wanted to 
travel and see the world. 

We did get to a lot of inter-
esting places, including 
Switzerland, several oth-
er places and three excel-
lent cruises.” 

Anyone who inspired 
you? “Aunt Bessie showed 
me how to do Norwegian 
knitting with all the love-
ly patterns. I copied one of 
her patterns.” 

Hope for the future? “No 
more war, peace and deal-
ing with climate change 
as much as we can.” 

Recipe for happiness? 
“Having a good marriage 
and happy kids. Also, 
don’t go to bed angry.”

“I have been lucky in 
life. Living with a won-
derful husband whom I 
loved dearly. I am very 
fond of Manitoulin. The 
people are very friendly. 
We came from our home-
land to a new country 
and we have always been 

happy living here. Our 
children grew up on the 
Island and they know this 
place and Canada best. 
We lived in a nice home. 
Manitoulin has lots of 
water for swimming and 
boating. We have enjoyed 
a lifestyle here we never 
had in Scotland. We know 
and appreciate our excel-
lent neighbours and we 
can just pick up the phone 
if we need help. I recall 
falling one time and call-
ing Al, who was away, but 
he called our neighbours 
and they came right away. 
They often pop in now just 
to say “hi.” My son Al and 
his wife Michele live here 
and they take good care of 
me. I certainly don’t miss 
big city life. I’m a country 
girl at heart. At 94, I am 
happy to spend the rest of 
my life here.”

...continued from page 16

...Now and Then: Dorothy Stephen

Dorothy the painter.

Alastair, Shirley and Iain feeding a deer an apple.
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Act states that the enforcement of First Nations’ 
BCRs is not considered a mandatory part of safe 
and effective policing in Ontario, which First Na-
tions maintain is discriminatory. The province 
had the chance to recognize First Nations’ BCRs 
through regulations created before the Act came 
into effect, but did not, said Chief Hare. He ex-
plained that First Nation BCRs cover critical safe-
ty issues and are often used to protect vulnerable 
people and deal with dangerous offenders. First 
Nations can make BCRs under the Indian Act, but 
many First Nations rely on collaboration with pro-
vincial police to enforce them.

“They said they are looking at six BCRs on 
these issues,” said Ontario Regional Chief Hare. 
Minister Rickford “said there are 133 First Nation 
communities in Ontario and how and where they 
would start. My gosh, there are about 450 munic-
ipalities in the province that the province deals 
with and they are concerned on having to deal 
with 133 First Nation communities?”

“They don’t want to recognize this,” stated On-
tario Regional Chief Hare. “We have been saying since 
the fall that the Act should provide for our own laws in 
our communities. I have a resolution from all our chiefs 
that on April 1, if the government hasn’t come back to re-
solve this issue, that we go to court on this.” 

The meeting with Minister Rickford included not only 
First Nation community leaders but First Nation police 
chiefs from across the province. 

“Criminals are getting more brazen while the province 
legislates that police should not be obliged to enforce First 
Nations BCRs,” said James Killeen, chief of police of the 
UCCM Anishinaabe Police Services on Manitoulin Is-
land. “We have had criminals tell us that they are coming 
to our communities because they know that there is noth-
ing we can do to stop them. They are violently shaking 
people down for money and Ontario is taking away our 
ability as police to remove them. Ontario is legitimizing 
the idea through legislation that First Nations people de-
serve to be less safe based on race and ethnicity, which is 
racist and is against the basic concept of the rule of law.”

“We see the opioid, homelessness and crime crises all 
around us, and in neighbouring communities like Bel-
leville and Peterborough, and we need to stop that from 
coming into our communities,” said Hiawatha First 
Nation Chief Laurie Carr in a press release. “We have 
worked well with the Ontario Provincial Police in the 
past to keep our community safe, so we do not understand 
why Ontario wants to get in the way of that relationship. 

Once again, Ontario is taking away our customary justice 
systems and undermining our communities’ right to safe-
ty.

Whitefish River First Nation Chief, and former UCCM 
chief of police, Rodney Nahwegahbow explained, “I was 
a police officer for years before I became a community 
leader, and I am simply shocked that Ontario would put 
officers and communities in a position where they can’t 
keep people safe because legislation tells them not to en-
force laws.” 

First Nations leaders continue to voice their concerns 
that the legislation will make vulnerable people even less 
safe. “Police just need the tools to do their job,” said An-
ishinabek Police Services’ Chief Jeff Skye.

“I asked the minister ‘what is it going to take to make 
the regulatory changes needed?’” said Ontario Region-
al Chief Hare. “Wiikwemkoong (Unceded Territory) is 
targeting the drug issue by working on setting in place 
residential BCRs to ensure the health and safety of the 
community and better control over those who are al-
lowed into the community and those who are not. They 
are targeting the drug issue and drug dealers. I am glad 
Wiikwemkoong is taking this position.”  

“My leadership is very disappointed in the govern-
ment,” said Ontario Regional Chief Hare. “Our leader-
ship is saying we can wait no longer. Our chiefs are in 
support of taking this to court so at least something might 
happen,” he continued. “We don’t want to go to court, we 

would like to sit with the government and work 
together and come to a resolution. I reminded the 
minister that as First Nations people as we travel 
around the province everywhere we go, we respect 
your laws; they should respect ours. Our laws are 
pretty much the same as Ontario municipalities. 
They said they are working on six BCRs to deal 
with the issue of policing and other issues. We 
want to write our own.”

“We had police chiefs at our meeting, and every-
one—all First Nations—are concerned,” said On-
tario Regional Chief Hare. “We can’t sleep at night 
knowing everything that is going on in our com-
munities that could be prevented. And it would 
save a lot of the Ontario Provincial Police’s time 
if we had our own policing laws,” he added, noting 
First Nation laws are not recognized in the provin-
cial court system.

“All First Nation policing services in First Na-
tions communities have our own laws, but they are 
not being recognized,” said Ontario Regional Chief 
Hare. “We can’t sit back and wait for the province 
to come forward with their six BCRs for change.”

First Nations are now asking for Ontario to 
show it believes First Nations’ BCRs are part of safe and 
effective policing by fixing the regulations, as they have 
voiced many times to the province. “We cannot allow our 
communities to be less safe due to an openly discrimina-
tory law,” said Ontario Regional Chief Hare. “If we do not 
see a real effort to fix the regulations by April 1 we will be 
left with no choice but to take it to the courts.” 

“I hope by April 1 I get a call from the province that they 
want to sit down and come up with a solution,” added On-
tario Regional Chief Hare. 

MMOORRTTGGAAGGEE
Relax and let us get you 

a better

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875    www.mortgagecentre.com

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Joel 
Glaude

Richard Glaude
M08003672

The Mortgage Centre

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years

...Indigenous police forces demand Ontario allow OPP to assist in enforcing BCRs

...continued from page 1

First Nation leaders are gravely concerned with the province’s new policing legislation 
and its effect on Indigenous police forces.

photo by Giovanni Capriotti
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Panther Points
The Manitoulin Panthers organization hosted 

the NOHA U15 B division Tournament of Cham-
pions this past weekend. The host team got off to 
a quick start Friday morning, downing the North 
Bay Trappers 4-1. Next up was a hard fought, 
penalty-filled tilt against the Powassan Hawks, 
which ended with the Panthers coming back to 
tie it on a 2-2 marker by Cooper Farquhar. 
Saturday morning saw another 2-2 result as the 
Panthers battled the tough Temiskaming Shores 
Puckhounds, while Saturday night, their position 
in playdowns secured and playing loose, fast 
hockey, the Panthers downed the Iroquois Falls 
side 8–2!

That left the Panthers in the Sunday morning 
semis against the Puckhounds, and the fans were 
in for a treat. The Hounds came out flying and 
were up by 2 after the first period.  The second 
stayed scoreless and the clock was winding down 
on the Panthers in the third when, still down 2, 
Max McLeod ripped a shot in to make it 2-1 
with under 5 minutes remaining. Anders Wat-
son tipped a point shot in at 1:55 to tie it up and 
the teams played out regulation in an end-to-end 
battle.  In overtime, the teams were again trading 
rush after rush when Memphis Shawanda gath-
ered a rebound in his end, and, spotting Anders 
open near centre, hit him with a perfect stretch 
pass up the middle. Sent in alone, Anders made 
no mistake, roofed a wrister, elating the packed 
house home crowd, and the Panthers side was off 
to the finals against North Bay with a 3-2 win.  

In Sunday’s afternoon final, North Bay drew 
first blood and were up 1-0 at the end of the 
first. Things were looking bleak as the second 
wound down, but Anders notched the tying goal 
with just 3 seconds left. So, the season, and the 
championship, was down to the last 15 minutes 
to decide it. In the third, Anders got his second 
five minutes in, then completed his natural hatty 
with two minutes left. Now down 3-1, a desper-
ate North Bay side pulled their goalie, and Coo-
per Farquhar put the game out of doubt with an 
empty netter, and your Manitoulin Panthers were 
4-1 winners and the U15 B NOHA Champions.  

Congratulations, Panthers team, goalies De-
clan McGonegal and Liam Stephens, players 
Charmaine Webkamigad, Brayden Arm-
strong, Ryan Carter, Roen Deschenes, Spen-
cer Cortes, Lincoln Rancourt, Memphis Sha-
wanda, Cohen Rajotte, Bryden Romaniuk, 
Chase Taylor, Colten Martin, Alex Bourcier, 
Colten Holmes, Max McLeod, Cooper Farqu-
har and Anders Watson.  Congrats as well to 
Head Coach Scott Stephens, Manager Ashley 
Taylor, Trainers Roxanne Romaniuk and Curt 
Watson, Assistant Coaches Nelson Deschenes 
and Reid Taylor. Additionally, a huge shout-out 
to the rock solid team of Panther volunteers who 
did the town and the Island proud by running a 
flawless championship weekend.

Island lad wraps season 
with hardware!

Mindemoya’s Jack Bridgeman and his U15 
AA Nickel City Son teammates were off to 
Powassan for the NOHA U 15 AA Tournament of 
Champions this past weekend.  Jack opened the 
game and his tournament with a natural hat trick, 
then set up goal #4 as the Sons, backstopped bril-
liantly by Jacob Beaudet, skated to a 5-0 win 
against the Hearst Kapuskasing Regional Ex-
press. Next up for the Sons were the host North 
Bay Trappers, quickly dispatched 3–0 behind an-
other stellar performance between the pipes, this 
time from goalie Nico Guenette. Meanwhile, 
rival Copper Cliff Reds had strung together 3 
wins, so when the Sons faced the Reds Saturday 
afternoon, it was a battle for 1st in round robin 
and a more favourable seeding going into Sun-
day’s semis. The Sons came out flying, Jacob 

stood tall again in net and the end of the game 
saw the Sons standing in 1st with a decisive 4–0 
win. With the 1st through 4th seeding set, the 
Sons’ last game Saturday night meant nothing, 
and they played like it, saving their energies for 
Sunday while losing 3–1 to the Soo. Jack though, 
finished at the top of the round robin scoring ta-
ble with 5 goals and 3 assists in 4 games.

Sunday’s semi was against the HKRE side 
again, and the Sons burst out of the gate early, 
going up 3–0 in the first before taking a 4–0 lead. 
The Express fought back in the third period, 
notching 2 quick markers before Jack took the 
wind from their rally sails with his first of the 
game to add on to his 3 assists, and the Sons were 
off to the final. The Soo had beaten the Reds in 
the other semi, so a rematch of the Saturday night 
game was on, this time with the title on the line. 
The Soo potted a quick seeing eye marker, and 
then another puck pinballed its way in, and the 
Sons were down 2-0 early. Forced into a more 
defensive posture, the Sons struggled to find 
their game, and an aggressive Soo penalty kill 
nullified the explosive Sons’ power play. Turned 
out it just wasn’t in the cards for the Sudbury 
team, and the game would finish 2-0 for the Soo. 
Jack claimed the tournament scoring title with 
12 points in 6 games, but individual accolades 
are little solace in team sport. Congrats to Jack 
and the Sons on their silver medal and a wildly 
successful season.

Bradley McAllister 
Memorial Tournament
The annual memorial to Bradley McAllister 

hockey tournament was again a success, attract-
ing a full slate of 12 teams. Winning the Wom-
en’s division was the Providence Bay Beaches 
who were undefeated with the impressive roster 
including: Alayna Cranston, Brooke Addison, 
Randi Lovelace, Whittier Gauthier, Kyla Vail-
lancourt, Harmony Kaiser-Fox, Abbie Heins, 
Hailey Prior, Jacey Varey, Janelle Manitowa-
bi. One key player who was missing was Maddy 
Niven who had a prior commitment as the coach 
of the U18 Manitowaning Wolves at the Valley 
East Tournament where they won as the ‘B’ Is-
land Champs as they were the only team to beat 
Gore Bay, who won it all! Maddy was so dedicat-
ed, she rushed back from Sudbury in time to see 
her team win and even get in the trophy picture!

Winning the Sportsmen “A” division was 
Team King, who are always competitive. The 
team includes a father and sons trio of John 
Ainslie, Tyler King and Cole King as well as 
Mitchal Payette and Stuart Pearson.

Inaugural tourney a hit!
Congratulations to Ralph Gonawabi who 

hosted his first ever tournament in Wiikwem-
koong over the weekend. It was a co-ed, 3-on-3 
format for youth and attracted over 35 players! 
Many thanks to the six volunteer coaches who 
helped out: Shane Manitowabi, Bryan McGre-
gor, Meeshan Maiangowi, Lyle Peltier, Ruby 
Trudeau and John Goodfellow. 

Players were selected by a draft style, mak-
ing all four teams as equal as possible, resulting 
in games close and entertaining. Ralph secured 
sponsors for the ice time, refs, timekeeper, food, 
trophies and medals. Thanks to Prevention Ser-
vices, Chase The Ace, Rainbow Ridge Golf 
Course, R.H.L. and Jen Recollect Catering. Team 
4 ended up winning the championship. Their 
roster featured: Lennox Trudeau, Colin Good-
fellow, Carlyn Simon, Peyton Kaboni, Seth 
Bennett, River Sagan, Mikita Wemigwans, 
coaches John Goodfellow and Ruby Trudeau. 
Ralph extends a chi-miigwetch to everyone in-
volved and hopes to see you next year. Of course, 
thanks to Ralph for providing a great event for 
local youth!

MINDEMOYA—The Marilyn Proulx 
fink won the first event championship 
in the Mindemoya Curling Club annual 
ladies bonspiel, held the last weekend in 
February.

The first event winning team, which 
included Marilyn Proulx, Deborah Karn, 
Terry McKenzie and Nancy Cranston, 
was presented with the Joanne Lanktree 
Memorial Plaque by her two daughters, 
Sherry Forest and Susan Whynott.

The second event was won by the rink 
which included Shannon Drouin, Leno-
ra Tann, Andrea Tann and Anna Love. 
This team was presented with the Ann 
Smith Memorial Plaque by Ann’s daugh-
ter Kerri Smith.

The third event winning rink included 
Kennedy Lanktree, Sherri Marois, Le-
anne Lewis and Kerri Smith.

A total of 16 rinks took part in the bon-
spiel.

Marilyn Proulx (missing from photo), Deborah Karn, Terry McKenzie and Nancy Cranston are 
presented with the Joanne Lanktree Memorial Trophy as the winners of the first event at the 
Mindemoya Curling Club ladies bonspiel. Presenting the team with the Joanne Lanktree memorial 
plaque are two of her daughters, Sherry Forest and Susan Whynott.

Mindemoya Curling Club women’s 
championships attracts 16 rinks

The second event winning team in the Mindemoya Curling Club ladies bonspiel includes Shannon 
Drouin, Lenora Tann, Andrea Tann and Anna Love. The team was presented with the Ann Smith 
Memorial plaque by Ann’s daughter, Kerri Smith.

The third event winning rink includes Kennedy Lanktree, Sherri Marois, Leanne Lewis and Kerri 
Smith.

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com
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MUNICIPALITY OF CENTRAL MANITOULIN

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Treasurer/CFO (Full-time)

The Municipality is seeking an experienced and ambitious leader to fill the 
position of Treasurer/CFO.  Reporting to the CAO/Clerk, the Treasurer/CFO 
will be an integral member of the management team and will be responsible 
for fulfilling the statutory duties required under the Municipal Act, 2001. The 
Treasurer/CFO provides financial leadership and advice to Council and staff 

to ensure the long-term financial sustainability of the Municipality.

The ideal candidate will possess a combination of experience and relevant 
education in municipal government.  A CPA, CGA or CMA designation would 
be considered an asset. Strong communication skills combined with a solid 

understanding of municipal finance are a necessity. A detailed job description 
is available on the Municipal website. 

The salary range of $ 75,800.00 - $ 105,000.00 and is complemented
by an excellent benefit package.

Further information including a job description is available on our website at: 
www.centralmanitoulin.ca/employment

Resumés will be reviewed as they are received.
Applications can be addressed to:  

Denise Deforge, CAO/Clerk
Municipality of Central Manitoulin

6020 Highway 542 | P.O. Box 420
Mindemoya, Ontario P0P 1S0

ddeforge@centralmanitoulin.ca   Phone: (705) 377-5726   Fax: (705) 377-5585

Kitchen Line Cook
Catering Staff

Guest Services Agent
Laundry Attendant
Maintenance Staff

Food & Beverage Servers
 

Please apply in person at the front desk with a resume 
and be prepared for an interview.

Wages are negotiable.

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
66 Meredith St. E.

Little Current, ON  P0P 1K0

Logo Design: Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
proof v2: May 10, 2013

Description/Rationale: Add logotype to Great Spirit Circle Trail icon to create a logo for the 

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre.

Official logo

Alternate logo - Use only when medium cannot accomodate the dimensions of the Official Logo.

Now Hiring All Departments!

KINA Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services 
Kina Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services (KGCFS) is a designated Child Welfare Service 
delivering Child Protection Services within seven member First Nations in the Districts 
of Sudbury and Manitoulin. KGCFS honours and supports our families’ and community’s 
inherent authority to care for their children based on unity, traditions, values, beliefs and 
customs. Preference will be given to Anishinaabe Candidates, please self-identify in 
your application. 

We are currently inviting applications for the following
employment opportunities:

CONTRACT positions:
Sudbury:

Youth Cultural Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024
Youth Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024

After Hours: Youth Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024

Manitoulin Island: 
Child Well-Being Worker: Closes April 5, 2024

Education Support Worker: Closes April 5, 2024

*All postings close at 4pm EST*
 

To apply, kindly send your application to our Human Resources department
at hr@kgcfs.org, ensuring to specify the position title in the subject line. 

For comprehensive job descriptions and to access the postings, please visit our website at:
www.kgcfs.org/employment-opportunities

At KGCFS, we are steadfast in our dedication to fostering a work environment that is accessible to all, in ac-
cordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code. Should 
you require any accommodations during the recruitment process, please do not hesitate to request them. We 
sincerely appreciate your interest in joining the team; however, only candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted.
As a condition of employment, the successful candidate will be required to provide the following documents: a 
Satisfactory Criminal Reference Check and/or Vulnerable Sector Check (dated within 3 months of the application 
date), Driver’s Abstract and Proof of Liability Insurance.
Thank you for considering a career opportunity with us.

Kaelan Peltier was incorrectly identified in a Page 1 headline in the March 20 
edition of The Manitoulin Expositor as Kaelan Shawana. The Expositor regrets 
the error and apologizes for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Expositor Correction

For the first time in 
several years, MSS will 
have a yearbook for stu-
dents to purchase as a 
keepsake of their time 
in high school. Creating 
the yearbook doubles as 
a co-op for the students 
putting it together. Co-
ops give students work 
experience while simul-
taneously earning them 
credits toward their 
graduation. These stu-
dents, Tessa Merrylees, 
Evan Moggy-Buie and 
Hailey Ferguson, have 
been working diligently 
since the start of the sec-
ond semester to put this 
together. The yearbook 
will include memories 

of school events, class 
photos, sports events and 
much more! 

The MSS robotics 
team, Manitoulin Met-
al, traveled to their first 
competition this season 
over the weekend. Twen-
ty-seven of the team’s 
members took off for 
Nipissing University on 
Friday, March 22 where 
31 other teams (and their 

robots) met them. The 
team’s robot, affection-
ately named Ludwig Von 
BEEtoven, competed in 
several matches against 
teams from all over On-
tario, winning some and 
losing some. Manitou-
lin Metal placed 17th 
with their robot overall. 
While robots were whir-
ring on the playing field, 
the business and build 

teams spoke to judges 
about the team’s out-
reach efforts like their 
elementary school vis-
its, waste clean-ups, and 
international assistance 
to other teams, along 
with several other initia-
tives. The judges seemed 
very impressed with the 
team’s children’s book, 
‘Robofriends And The 
Mow Zone.’ After three 
days full of robot repairs, 
strategy, interviews and 
fun, Manitoulin Metal 
is taking home the En-
gineering Inspiration 
Award that “celebrates 
outstanding success in 
advancing respect and 
appreciation for engi-
neering within a team’s 
school or organization 
and community.” Lead 
Mentor Yana Bauer was 
also recognized as a 
Woodie Flowers Award 
nominee. Manitoulin 
Metal will be leaving 
for the McMaster tour-
nament on Thursday, 
March 28 where 6865 will 
have the opportunity to 
compete again. For those 
interested, you can fol-
low the team’s journey @
frc6865 on Instagram and 
Facebook. 

It is almost midterms 
and that means…par-
ent-teacher interviews! 
The interviews took 
place on Wednesday, 
March 27. Teachers and 
their student’s guard-
ians conferenced about 
student progress and 
what the next steps 
should look like moving 
forward. Parent-teacher 
interviews also serve as 
a volunteering opportu-
nity for students. 

That is all for this 
week! Until next time, 
go, Mustangs, go! 

Alexandre 
Wilson-Zegil

Members in the “pit.”

Many hands make light work on the robot.

Students with the Chancellor of Nipissing University and their 
book, ‘Robofriends and the Mowzone.’
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by Dorah L. Williams
In moments of extreme duress, 
people often direct their en-
tire focus toward thoughts of 
their loved ones and feel an 
overwhelming need to be with 
them—even if that requires 
transcending physical limita-
tions.

Let’s explore this compel-
ling concept with the following 
mystical anecdotes. Both read-
ers share stories of century-old 
railway tragedies in Northern 
Ontario, which occurred only 
two years apart. But even more 
significantly, they both demon-
strate the incredible determi-
nation and power of the human 
mind, will or spirit.

When we most need to 
be with our loved ones, 
especially in our darkest 
moments, can we make it 
happen through the sheer 
power of mind over mat-
ter? The following shared 
stories testify to this in-
credible possibility and 
are a reminder that per-
haps nothing is impossi-
ble:

 
The Current River 

Reckoning 
“When I was a young 

kid, I overheard my par-
ents and aunt discussing 
some family history in 
hushed tones. Naturally, 
that piqued my curiosity, 
so I listened intently to 
what was being said, and 

I’ve always remembered 
it.

They were discussing 
my great-grandparents 
and saying it was thanks 
to fate that all of us are 
here today because of 
what occurred way back 
in 1908. My great-grand-
father could have died in 
the tragedy, as others did, 
or he could have left my 
great-grandmother’s life 

altogether as was planned 
had his journey not been 
so dramatically changed 
on that date. 

My great-grandparents 
were “courting” (as they 
called it in those days), 
and my great-grand-
mother was “the girl 
next door.” But his life’s 
ambition was to be a 
train engineer and set-
tle out west, and he was 

always determined to 
do that. That would be a 
solo adventure, ending 
my great-grandmother’s 
hopes of  marrying him. 
They said their goodbyes, 
and he started off on his 
long journey. However, as 
his trip proceeded, it was 
abruptly interrupted at 

Port Arthur (now Thun-
der Bay).

She didn’t know when, 
or if, she’d ever see or 
hear from him again 
when they parted ways. 
But then she had a deeply 
disturbing dream, not too 
long after his departure, 
in which he appeared to 

her in great distress.
In this dream, he told 

her about the train wreck 
at the Current River 
Dam. Five men had been 
killed. He was distraught 
and kept saying he was 
returning home and no 

EDUCATION MANAGER (OPEN UNTIL FILLED) 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Whitefish River First Nation is a dynamic Indigenous community that is seeking a dedicated, innovative 
and detail-oriented Education Manager to join our team!
The primary function of the Education Manager is to oversee and manage the educational programs and 
services within Whitefish River First Nation. These activities include ensuring that the education system 
aligns with the cultural values and needs of the community members, implementing educational policies 
and initiatives, coordinating curriculum development and delivery, managing the budget and resources for 
education and collaborating with various stakeholders such as teachers, parents and government agencies. 
The Education Manager works towards providing quality education and promoting the academic success 
and well-being of all students within the First Nation community with the support and guidance of the 
Education Committee.

Qualifications:
• Bachelor's or Master's degree in education, administration or a related field.
• Knowledge of Anishinabek culture, history and educational issues with a particular emphasis  
  on local history and culture. 
• Experience in Anishinabek educational leadership and administration.
• Familiarity with education legislation, policies and funding mechanisms in Canada.
• Strong interpersonal communication and facilitation skills with the ability to build    
  relationships and engage diverse stakeholders.
• Excellent organizational and project management abilities, including budgeting and resource  
  management.
• Proficiency in data analysis and report writing.
• Sensitivity to cross-cultural and linguistic diversity within the First Nation community.
• Experience with program development and evaluation processes.
• Experience with education strategies and initiatives related to Indigenous education.
• Experience writing proposals, policies, procedures and reports.
• Experience working with schools, school boards and external education bodies.

Knowledge Requirements:
• Ability to speak Anishinabemowin (preferred) and participate in the culture and traditions of  
  the Anishinabek people.
• Knowledge and understanding of the Anishinabek Education System and Kinoomaadziwin  
  Education Body.
• Knowledgeable about federal and provincial legislation, regulations and programs related to  
  Indigenous education operations and First Nation student learning needs.
• Knowledge of First Nation communities and funding structures and the ability to integrate  
  traditional and mainstream practices in program and service delivery.
• Knowledge of local education programs and services available to the WRFN band members.

Other Skills 
• Excellent interpersonal, problem-solving and written and oral communication skills.
• Ability to work independently and within a team environment.
• Capability to handle challenges and conflicts professionally.

Candidates are requested to submit an application that will include an updated cover letter 
and resume detailing education, qualifications and work experience as related to the position, 
including contact information for two (2) professional references and one (1) character 
reference to:

Confidential: Education Manager
c/o Human Resources, Whitefish River First Nation

17-A Rainbow Ridge Road, P.O. Box 188, Birch Island, ON   P0P 1A0
Email: jobapplications@whitefishriver.ca   Fax: (705) 285-4532

Responsibilities:
Leadership and Administration:
• Develop and implement strategic plans and educational initiatives in consultation with the   
   Education Committee.
• Establish policies that align with the cultural values of the Whitefish River First Nation  
   community.
• Coordinate and manage all education programs and services, including early childhood  
   education, elementary, secondary, post-secondary and adult education.
Curriculum Development and Delivery:
• Collaborate with the principal, teachers, curriculum specialists and community members to  
  develop culturally relevant and inclusive curriculum materials as needed.
Budgeting and Resource Management:
• Develop and manage the education budget, ensuring efficient resource allocation.
• Identify funding opportunities, write proposals and coordinate financial reporting to secure  
  and maintain funding.
Stakeholder Engagement:
• Build positive relationships and maintain effective communication with parents/caregivers,  
  students, teachers, Elders, First Nation leadership and government agencies.
• Collaborate with external partners to enhance educational opportunities, access to resources  
  and community involvement.
Student and Staff Support:
• Provide guidance and support to students, parents/caregivers and teachers on educational  
  matters.
• Implement strategies to enhance student engagement, attendance and retention.
Data Management and Reporting:
• Collect and analyze data on student achievement, attendance and other educational indicators.
Cultural Integration and Language Revitalization:
• Promote the integration of cultural values, Anishinabek knowledge, worldview and language  
  throughout the education system.
System Navigation:
• Provide education navigation and resources to students and parents/caregivers, including  
  application assistance for post-secondary education.
Supervision:
• Supervise Shawanosowe School principal, day care supervisor, librarian, education assistant and  
  bus driver(s).
• Conduct annual performance evaluations for supervised employees.

For a complete job description, please email: hrmanager@whitefishriver.ca

Full-time with a competitive salary, group benefits and pension!

Miigwetch (Thank you) to all who apply, however, only those applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

FULL-TIME TEACHER 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Shawanosowe School

The Whitefish River First Nation (WRFN) invites applications for the position of Teacher, commencing 
September 2024. Shawanosowe School is an Indigenous school governed under the Whitefish River First 
Nation and regionally through the Kinoomaadziwin Education Body. This community-centered school 
focuses on academic achievement while providing a grounding in culture and identity and nurturing 
children’s gifts. WRFN is committed to creating a welcoming and inclusive environment that embraces 
diversity and enriches learning opportunities for students and staff at Shawanosowe School.

The successful candidate will have demonstrated:
• An understanding of the significant role that Anishinaabe Aadziwin plays in  
  a First Nations school. Your appreciation for these elements will help foster a  
  sense of identity and belonging among our students.
• Achieve academic excellence by working collaboratively with school staff and  
  to communicate effectively with parents.
• To ensure all students are supervised in a safe, culturally supportive 
environment  
  that meets the approved curriculum plans and mission of Shawanosowe  
  School.
• Achieve academic excellence by working collaboratively with school staff and  
  to communicate effectively with parents.
• Develops lesson plans and manages learning experiences, curricular and extra- 
  curricular to ensure that the needs of the class and individual students are  
  met.
• Identify, select and modify instructional resources to meet the needs of  
  students with varying backgrounds, learning styles and high needs.

For a complete job description, please email: hrmanager@whitefishriver.ca

Candidates must hold an Ontario Teaching Certificate with an active licence 
with the Ontario College of Teachers along with:
• Bachelor’s degree in Education.
• Certification in Primary/Junior and/or Junior Intermediate.
• Additional qualifications in Special Education would be considered an asset.
• At least 3+ years of teaching experience.
• Must have excellent planning and organizational skills.
• Strong computer skills in various software and programs.
• Up-to-date First Aid and CPR.
• Experience working with Indigenous communities would be considered an  
  asset.
• Knowledge of First Nation culture, traditions and language would be an asset  
  (or the willingness to learn).
• Strong computer skills in various software and programs relevant to the  
  position.

Candidates are requested to submit an application that will include an updated 
cover letter and resume detailing education and qualifications, including 
contact information for two (2) professional references and one (1) character 
reference to:

Confidential: Teacher
c/o Human Resources, Whitefish River First Nation

17-A Rainbow Ridge Road, P.O. Box 188; Birch Island, ON P0P 1A0
Email: jobapplications@whitefishriver.ca Fax: (705) 285-4532

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: APRIL 11, 2024 AT 4:00 P.M.
Miigwetch (Thank you) to all who apply, however, only those applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

...continued on page 4A
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longer wanted to work on 
the trains. He promised to 
return to her and his par-
ents as soon as possible 
and never leave again.

The following day, the 
tragic news reached my 
great-grandmother and 
the rest of great-grandfa-
ther’s family and friends 
that there had indeed 
been a terrible train 
wreck that night in May 
of 1908 due to the CPR 
tracks and two bridges be-
ing swept away when the 
Current River dam burst 
in the catastrophic flood-
ing in present day Thun-
der Bay (then Port Ar-
thur) precisely as he had 
described to her in detail 
in her dream. 

Everyone was horri-
fied to hear the news, 
of course. The names of 
the three CPR employ-
ees killed in the accident 
were reported. But two 
more men who had also 
died were still unidenti-
fied. 

My great-grandmother 
assured everyone he was 
not dead, though. She said 
he was distraught, unlike 
she had seen him before, 
but physically unharmed, 
and he promised to return 
to them soon.

She recounted the 
dream to many people at 
the time and apparently 
spoke of it occasionally 
throughout the rest of 
her life. But although she 
remained in awe of that 
experience, it must have 
seemed to those around 
her that she was in shock 
or complete denial. How 
could she know all that 
for a fact as soon as it hap-
pened, so far away? (Re-
member, this was in 1908, 
long before the days of 24-
hour news channels and 
social media, and even 
telephones were few and 
far between.)

In her dream, he said 
he would return home as 
soon as possible, no lon-
ger wanting to work on 
the trains out west. Sure 
enough, that is precisely 
what happened. Instead 
of completing his original 
journey, he headed back 
home as soon as he was 
able. They married soon 
afterwards and raised a 
family.

But it was said that ex-
perience “changed him” 
from the carefree, ad-
venturous young man he 
had once been. He never 
spoke of that train wreck 
to anyone except my 
great-grandmother. And 
only that one time, in a 
dream the night of the 
accident. He somehow 
found a way to be with 
her, tell her what had 
happened, and show her 

how deeply that tragedy 
affected him.”

 The Worst 
Train Wreck

“I am 89 years old and 
have accumulated stories 
in my lifetime of strange 
happenings right across 
Canada. It all started with 
my own experience. I was 
so profoundly touched 
that it changed my cyn-
ical view of life and the 
hereafter. 

So, in my lifetime, I 
would ask friends, family, 
and sometimes strangers 
if they ever experienced 
inexplicable happenings. 
Here is one of those sto-
ries:

I was in the habit of go-
ing to the library every 
Wednesday evening. I 
could not help but notice 
an elderly lady from my 
apartment block doing the 
same thing. In no time, we 
were going together and 
stopping at a little restau-
rant on our way home. 

We discussed the books 
we enjoyed reading, and 
it was a good time. Even-
tually, I got around to 
asking her if she ever ex-
perienced anything un-
usual that she knew about 
or had heard about. She 
said she remembered her 
father telling the fami-
ly of an apparition that 
occurred at the time of 
the region’s worst train 
wreck. 

The following Wednes-
day we went to the library 
and got all the details 
from the newspaper con-
cerning the train wreck 
of 1910. This is how she 
remembers the story:

A salesman for an in-
surance company was 
on that train, probably 
in the dining car. It was 
Friday, January 21, 1910. 
CPR Train #7, consist-
ing of seven cars pulled 
by Engine #115, was ap-
proaching the Spanish 
River bridge (on pres-
ent-day Highway 17 be-

tween McKerrow and 
Nairn Centre). Suddenly, 
the second-class car sep-
arated from the front of 
it, turned sideways and 
rammed into the bridge. 

Half the train plum-
meted into the ice 27 feet 
below, and the other half 
was engulfed in flames. 
The first-class car cut like 
a knife through a foot of 
ice and then disappeared 
from view. The dining car 
followed, standing on end, 
the kitchen section re-
maining out of the water. 
Meanwhile, the Pullman 
had jumped the embank-
ment and flopped over on 
its side, injuring every 
occupant. The fate of the 
other cars was worse.

Inside the partly sub-
merged dining car, the 
conductor groped around 
in the frigid water, try-
ing to find a way out for 
him and 13 passengers. 
He helped several people 
cling to coat hooks or any-
thing else they could hang 
onto just to keep above 
the water. 

For some, his help 
was too late. Too badly 
hurt to move, they either 
drowned or had been 
killed on impact. Bruised, 
battered and cut severely 
on the head, the conduc-
tor finally found an open-
ing. Breaking a window, 
he reached the surface 
and climbed on top of the 
car. Through the window, 
he pulled out a young boy 
and a man. Together, they 
broke a large hole in the 
roof and rescued those 
who remained alive.

Over 40 people perished 
in the wreck out of about 
one hundred passengers. 

In the meantime, that 
very night, the sales-
man’s wife was having 
her last cup of tea before 
bed when she heard what 
she thought was her hus-
band’s step on the porch. 
She opened the door to 
meet him. He stood there 
with a stricken look on his 
face, struggling to speak 

but able only to manage a 
gasp, and disappear.

This upset her greatly, 
and she ran to her neigh-
bour’s. A doctor was 
called. She was given a 
sedative and spent the 
night at her neighbour’s.

The next day, her hus-
band arrived home safely. 
He explained he had been 
in an accident. There 
he was, floundering in 
the dark, cold water. He 
thought he was finished, 
but his next thought was 
of his wife. How would 
she manage without him?

The conductor who res-
cued him was later dec-
orated with the Albert 
Medal by King Edward 
VII.”

Can the spirit of the 
living independently seek 
out another in exception-
al circumstances?

Stories of visitations 
from apparitions of the 
deceased are intriguing 
but not uncommon. How 
fascinating, though, to 
consider that a living 
person could suddenly 
appear before us when 
they are in distress far 
away, or come to us in 
our dreams with vital and 
verifiable information in 
real-time that couldn’t be 
known otherwise. 

Perhaps the power of 
the mind and the deter-
mination of the spirit are 
capable of overcoming 
any obstacle when most 
needed. 

Do you also have a mys-
tical tale to tell? Wheth-
er you’ve experienced a 
haunting, a mysterious 
cryptid sighting, or a 
brush with the inexplica-
ble, please share it with 
Canadian author Dorah 
L. Williams at dorahlwil-
liams@gmail.com

Your story, too, could 
be featured in an upcom-
ing column of Mystical 
Manitoulin!

Public Health Sudbury & Districts
Public Health Sudbury & Districts is a progressive public health agency  
committed to improving health and reducing social inequities in health 
through evidence-informed practice. We are an enriched public health  
practice environment, fostering research, ongoing education and the  
development of innovative programs and services. 

Public Health Sudbury & Districts has over 250 staff who deliver provincially 
legislated public health programs and services through the head office in 
Greater Sudbury and five offices throughout the city and the districts of 
Sudbury and Manitoulin. Public Health Sudbury & Districts is governed by an 
autonomous Board of Health and has strong community and inter-agency 
partnerships.

Beach Sampling and West Nile Virus Students (2)

Full-time Temporary (between June 10, 2024 (negotiable) and
August 30, 2024) – Recruitment #24-119 (Non-union)

Main Office – 1300 Paris St., Sudbury and/or
Manitoulin Island Office – 6163 Highway 542, Mindemoya

Public Health Sudbury & Districts has an exciting opportunity in its Main 
Sudbury office, Manitoulin Island office and for Beach Sampling and West 
Nile Virus Students to contribute to our organizational mission of working 
with our communities to promote and protect health and to prevent disease. 
Reporting to the Manager, Health Protection Division, the student is an  
integral member of a multidisciplinary team. The student will be responsible 
for various tasks within the safe water program including the inspection of 
public beaches to identify any hazards and completion of a public beach 
water sampling program.

Resumés will be accepted until April 3, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. For all the details 
on this position and for application instructions, please visit www.phsd.ca or 
call Recruitment at (705) 522-9200, ext. 570.  We thank all applicants for their 
interest; however, we will contact only those selected for an interview.

ww
w.
ph
sd
.ca

Central Manitoulin 
Public Library

Summer Student 
Needed

Please send your
resume to:

Central Manitoulin 
Public Library
P.O. Box 419

Mindemoya, ON
P0P 1S0

mindemoyalibrary
@gmail.com

...Mystical Manitoulin

...continued from page 3A
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