6‘

2

28176 " 75505

e~

ANlT[I ULIN

EXPI]SITI] |

Wednesday, March 20, 2024

by Michael Erskine

MANITOWANING—It started out as the most
normal of days, but soon the parents of an au-
tistic man would find themselves spending
the night of Monday, March 11 facing down
one of the worst nightmares of those who pro-
vide care to an autistic child. Kaelan Peltier,
the 24-year-old son of Robbie Shawana, Denise
Shawana-McKenzie of Manitowaning and mom
Janice Peltier of Wiikwemkoong, went out to
play with his faithful green stuffy dinosaur and
wandered off into the bush and became lost. It
is a story that too often doesn’t end well—this
time was thankfully different.

“He often goes for walks,” said Ms. Shawa-
na-McKenzie of her stepson Kaelan as The Ex-
positor and Kaelan’s parents sat down in their
Holiday Haven Road home to chat about the
past few days’ events. For Ms. Shawana-McK-
enzie, the ordeal was made even worse, if pos-
sible, by being away from home taking anoth-
er of their charges to medical appointments in
Sudbury.

“It was daylight when he left,” recalled Mr.
Shawana, estimating around 6 or 7 o’clock in
the evening. Kaelan was wearing an orange
golf shirt and track pants when he stepped out
into the family’s yard with a bag of toys. It was
an ordinary afternoon and nothing unusual.
“He likes to play outside by the playground

Kaelan Shawana centre, is embraced by step mom Denise Shawana-McKenzie, left, and his motherJanlce Peltier,
right, after being found safe and sound on Tuesday of last week following an overnlght scare that saw police and
conservation officers scoring the Lake Manitou area for the 24-year-old.

photo courtesy of the Shawana family

Kaelan Shawana home safe and sound
after spending night in freezing conditions
wearing just a t-shirt and walking 22 kms

equipment.”

“We never had a problem,” said Ms. Shawa-
na-McKenzie. “He must have become disorient-
ed.”

contlnued on page 11

Robbie
Shawana after being returned to his family by an OPP
helicopter.

Kaelan Shawana is embraced by

photo by Couture

Michael’s Bay Rd.
needs big upgrade,
township reeve says

by Tom Sasvari

TEHKUMMAH—AmMid many
concerns from residents who
live on Michael’s Bay Road, the
reeve of Tehkummah township
says council will look at actions
that can be taken to improve the
road conditions.

“Tehkummah township, in
the past, has allowed people to
build on the road to live here
permanently. So, we should do
something to help (improve the
road),” said Tehkummah Reeve
John Deforge.

“The road was built many
years ago, of sand and tree
stumps/logs and whatever they
had to use to fill in the road,”
said Reeve Deforge. “We will
hopefully start work this year
to get something done. My hope
is that for this year we can get
new ditches in and next year
look seriously on what needs to
be done to improve the road, but
this will all be up to our roads
superintendent (Kevin Dunlop)
and our budget as well.”

“No emergency vehicles could
get down that road the way it is
now,” said Blair Walker, from
Mississauga who is building a
house on Michael’s Bay Road

and retiring full-time locally. “I
don’t know how a fire truck car-
rying water would be able to get
down this road.”

Mr. Walker said he has con-
tacted the township about his
concerns with the road. “They
have not been able to provide a
solution. They grade the road in
the summer, but it is not going
to help at this time of the year.
They are going to have to find a
solution before something bad
takes place.”

“I’m new to the area, and we
are building our home to live
here full-time,” said Mr. Walk-
er. While the house structure is
up, he is concerned in trying to
get contractors for mechanical,
electrical and plumbing to do
work now when the road is in
such bad shape, making it dif-
ficult for them to get down the
road to his home.

“And I'm worried about
emergency vehicles trying to
get down there. It’s a bad road,”
said Mr. Walker.

Claire Cline, who has lived
on the road since 2017, said in a
recent letter she received from

...continued on page 9

Island real estate developer
frustrated by Assiginack’s
response to expand subdivision

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOWANING—ALt its Feb-
ruary meeting, the Manitoulin
Planning Board (MPB) gave
approval to the developer of
the Sandy Point subdivision in
Assiginack Township (Sunsite
Estates) on a request for a three-
year extension to the previous
planning approval provided in
2021. However, the developer
says the corporation doesn’t
really need the extension but
due to delays from Assiginack
township, the approval was re-
quired.

“We don’t—we really don’t
need more time,” stated Jor-
dan Chandler, authorized agent

for the corporation. “The de-
velopment was completed last
year. We have been waiting for
months for Assiginack to notify
the board that they are satisfied.
They have refused to approve
the second portion (phase) of
the development on the same
terms as the first portion, so
we were forced to ask for an
extension to keep our planning
board approval from expiring.
A three-year extension will get
us through the next municipal
election and should provide ad-
equate time for legal options to
play out.”

...continued on page 12

Dawson citizens group seeks
lease on Mississagi lighthouse

by Tom Sasvari

MELDRUM BAY—The Dawson Citizens’ Improvement Associa-
tion (DCIA) has made an application to the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (DFO) to acquire a long-term lease for the operation of
the Mississagi Lighthouse and associated campground located west
of Meldrum Bay. The facility has been closed to visitors for several
years. This is Manitoulin Island’s most westerly location.

“We know that lots of people like to go there, and it has beautiful
camping,” said Wendy Van Every, DCIA treasurer, last week. “And
by opening it up, it would create tourism and be a bonus to Western

Manitoulin.”

“If nothing is done with the lighthouse it will eventually fall apart,”

...continued on page 10
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The Manitoulin West Recorder
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MARCH BREAK HOCKEY —Along with free skating at the Gore Bay arena during the March break, youngsters had

the opportunity to take part in a hockey clinic put on by Roger Chenard.

photo by Kelly Chaytor

Burns Wharf Players hopeful Assiginack
Arts, Entertainment Centre will move ahead

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOWANING—AnN ex-
ecutive member of the Burns
Wharf Theatre Players (BWTP)
is encouraged and hopeful that
the proposed Assiginack Arts
and Entertainment Centre will
go forward and that they will be
a part of the initiative.

“I'm somewhat hopeful that
this all goes somewhere,” stat-
ed Peter Baumgarten in an

interview with The Expositor
last week. “We look forward to
collaborating with council and
providing input on the proposed
plans on how we could help and
how it would benefit us so we
can remain in the community
and help the community grow.”

As wasreported in last week’s
edition of The Expositor, Assig-
inack Mayor Brenda Reid said
they are interested in determin-

Changing climate could increase
deer populations, expert says

by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre,

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

MANITOULIN ISLAND—A typical Northern Ontario winter with
heavy snowfall and deep freeze temperatures can have massive im-
pacts on white-tailed deer populations. Generally speaking, deer
are equipped with enough body fat to tolerate temperatures as low
as -30°C. But a typical winter it’s not been with temperatures on
Manitoulin Island averaging between -1° and -13° C.

Last year, the provincial government elicited a report, Ontario
Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment, in an attempt to
project the impacts of our changing climate and extreme weath-
er events on everything from infrastructure to agriculture and
forestry industries.

Among the predictions are the opportunity for the introduc-
tion of new crops to the area as well as the rise and fall in dif-

...continued on page 8

ing if it is feasible for the com-
munity to own and operate an
arts and entertainment centre.
They are exploring the use of
the Roller Mills building on the
waterfront as a location. She
noted the facility would house
community theatre, other arts
performances, provide a ven-
dors’ market and be a facility
for event rentals and more. Pub-
lic input will be sought.

“This would be good news,”
Mr. Baumgarten said. “It has
gone through a long process.”
He noted, “The impetus had
come from the previous coun-
cil after then-mayor Dave Ham
had contacted me and other
members of the community to
be members of an arts and en-
tertainment committee. We met
many times even during the
pandemic (via Zoom).”

“The committee came up
with a tentative plan and the
township EDO (economic de-
velopment officer) participated
and drew up a funding appli-
cation,” said Mr. Baumgarten.
“Then, basically, the committee
stopped meeting. It essentially

...continued on page 8

a 1981 cube van.

community as a whole.”

Ou with thé old, in with the new!

Earlier this month, Whitefish River First Nation (WRFN) Fire Department welcomed a new 2024 rapid attack
pumper truck to its fleet. The $318,214 purchase was made possible by the ISC Ontario Region. The department
also purchased a 3/4 ton pickup to transport firefighters and rescue gear to emergency callouts, which will replace

Richard Shawanda, WRFN infrastructure and emergency services manager, said, “l would also like to thank the
Whitefish River chief and council for their continued support during the previous year for the purchase of new
bunker gear. Truly, the support for the WRFN Fire Department is recognized by our chief and council and the

Pictured with the department’s fleet are, from left, firefighter Dominic Esuk; Murray McGregor, band manager;
Councillor Jeff McGregor; Richard Shawanda; and firefighter Hunter Shawanda.

photo by Alicia McCutcheon

Proposed new Gore Bay
nursing home will now
include a courtyard

by Tom Sasvari

GORE BAY—While St. Joseph’s Health Centre and Gore Bay town
officials continue to wait on a decision from the Ministry of Long-
Term Care regarding approval for St. Joseph’s application to con-
struct a new nursing home in Gore Bay comes news that the orig-
inal design for the building is being slightly reworked. The new
design, which is still in progress, will include a resident courtyard
in the proposed new facility.

“The design has changed somewhat to accommodate recommen-
dations that had been made by residents and family members since
the original designs were outlined on November 13,” said Gore Bay
Mayor Ron Lane. “One of the big ones is that the original design
did not include an outside courtyard with seating and plants as you
see at the current nursing home. This was one of the recommenda-
tions made by residents and staff.”

“The design work is not complete yet,” said Mayor Lane, noting
the new design will include the same number of proposed resident
beds in the new nursing home. “Another change being made in the
new design plan is to change the angle on the actual building itself
so the view from the dining room will totally overlook the town
harbour and the rooms on the west side will have a nicer view of
the field that the property is located on. It will be a more resident
friendly design than the original proposed design.”

Kari Gervais, president and chief executive officer of St. Joseph’s
Health Centre, told The Expositor in an email March 4, “Unfortu-
nately, I don’t have an update on the status of our application with
the Ministry of Long-Term Care.”

“The team at St. Joseph’s Health Centre received a lot of great
feedback on the original design that was presented to residents,
families and staff of Manitoulin Lodge on November 13. Although
all of the suggestions were well thought out and resident-centred,

...continued on page 7

Tiffany Recollet named
as new UCCMM CEO

by Michael Erskine

M’CHIGEENG—United Chiefs
and Councils of Mnidoo Mnis-
ing (UCCMM) Tribal Council
Chief Patsy Corbiere has an-
nounced that Tiffany Recollet
has been hired as the new chief
executive officer of the UCCMM

Tribal Council.

“Tiffany is a member of the
M’Chigeeng First Nation with a
passion for sustaining our cul-
ture, beliefs and following our
seven Grandfather Teachings,”
said Chief Corbiere in making
the announcement. “She has
great knowledge on federal and
provincial First Nation pro-
gramming, has been the UC-
CMM finance manager for over
five years, where she has pro-
vided financial operational and
administrative support. She
has a well-established working
relationship with all the pro-
gram managers and staff. Tif-
fany is very familiar with our
UCCMM First Nations, affili-
ates, government partners and
has worked well with commu-
nity stakeholders creating long-
term relationships in her role
while at UCCMM.”

Ms. Recollet graduated with
honours from Cambrian Col-
lege in the three-year account-
ing program and is currently
wrapping up her last course
with Aboriginal Financial Of-
ficers Association of Canada
(AFOA) in the Certified Aborig-
inal Financial Manager pro-
gram. “The Certified Aborigi-
nal Financial Manager (CAFM)
designation is designed to help
Indigenous communities meet
the growing need for financial
leadership tailored to Indige-
nous culture,” she said.

Ms. Recollet has four sons
and she and her family are from
M’Chigeeng First Nation. “Both
my parents are from the UC-
CMM'’s First Nations,” she said.
“I have been working in First

...continued on page 7

Tiffany Recollet has taken over as
CEO of United Chiefs and Councils
of Mnidoo Mnising.

Condition
of Ice Lake
dam cause
for concern

by Tom Sasvari

ICE LAKE—If'the Ice Lake dam,
which is in a deteriorating con-
dition, were to ever totally fail
it would have significant effects
on local home/cottagers, make
existing water intake pipes in-
operable, cause flooding and en-
vironmental impacts. Gordon/
Barrie Island council represen-
tatives agree something needs
to be done to alleviate these
concerns. However, before any
work is considered determina-
tion on who is responsible for
the dam needs to be clarified
first.

“Ultimately, our objective is
the need for a long-term plan
to deal with the water levels
and make sure the watershed is
managed properly,” said Greg
Hudson of the Ice Lake Land-
owners Association, after meet-
ing with Gordon/Barrie Island

...continued on page 7
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opinion

editorial

What’s in a game—plenty when it is the Little NHL

It was more than a half-century ago that a group of coaches, par-
ents, grandparents and colleagues came together with the idea of
creating a tournament aimed specifically at enabling Manitoulin
Indigenous hockey players to play hockey.

Little did Earl Abotossaway, former Chief Jim McGregor, James
D. Debassige baa, the late Reverend Leonard Self and Norman De-
bassige baa ever imagine in their wildest dreams that the little
tournament they built from scratch would be so successful but did
that dream play out that the tournament they built from scratch,
becoming the legendary Little First Nation Hockey League—affec-
tionately known since as the Little NHL—would not only grow to
include each of the other Island First Nation communities, but ex-
panded to include over 230 teams from all across the province.

This tournament, originally aimed at providing Indigenous
youth with a forum in which to showcase their hockey skills, has
become a success story that has proven to have few bounds.

So successful has Little NHL proven, in fact, that it has not only
long outgrown the facilities and infrastructure of its birthplace,
but that of any Northern city to be able to host. Now huge urban
centres such as Markham Mississauga are the only places with

letters

enough ice sheets and accommodations to host the event.

The success of Little NHL down through the years is a testament
to the hard work and determination of each communities’ aunties
and other members who stage countless fundraising bingos, raf-
fles, concerts, bake sales, rummage sales and any other kind of
fundraising venue known to man. These tireless volunteers know
only too well how excited the young players are when it comes to
taking part and have done their part, moving heaven and earth to
make it a reality for the youth of their community.

One can only imagine the deep disappointment of those players
who were unable to participate over the pandemic years when the
tournament had to be cancelled—especially those who would have
participated for the first (or last) time.

Thankfully, like many deeply missed events, Little NHL is back
with a vengeance and judging by the stories in this week’s edition
of The Expositor, the scores may have been tallied, but the winners
were all round in the truest sense of the word.

To one and all involved in making the Little NHL the success it
has become, there are two words that are all too inadequate but
cannot be said enough—thank you.

Reader comments on textile collection story
Many volunteer organizations collecting and putting those materials to use

To the Expositor:

In response to the article “Textile recycling will soon be a reality
on Manitoulin, thanks to new bins.”

I can’t claim to be knowledgeable about the amount of textiles
that are currently being discarded in Manitoulin landfills, but af-
ter following the articles in The Expositor about the textile drop
box program, I'd like to remind everyone that textile recycling pro-
grams already exist right here on the Island.

Local service groups have generally always accepted donated
textiles, which are sorted by volunteers, and sometimes employ-
ees (your neighbours) to be sold at local thrift stores. These sales
are frequented by a large number of Islanders who have come to
depend upon the availability of affordable clothing, bedding, shoes,

etc. The rags are sold to local garages and other businesses and
overflow sent to charities such as the Canadian Diabetes Founda-
tion. Local proceeds from the sales of these locally-donated items
are put back into local programs. I don’t think it can get any better
than that!

Please read News from Knox from December 22, 2021 on The
Manitoulin Expositor’s website, manitoulin.com, for more insight
and please think twice about how far your spring cleaning needs
to travel.

Sincerely

Susan Hart
Tehkummah

Weengushk International Film Festival to honour residential school survivors

by Michael Erskine

M’CHIGEENG—In an ambitious move to
honour the legacy of residential school war-
riors, the Weengushk International Film
Festival announces the poignant event,
‘Blanket of Stars: A Tribute to Resilience,’
scheduled for July 11 on Manitoulin Island.

This event, highlighted by a mov-
ing procession across Manitoulin Is-
land’s swing bridge from Goat Island
to Little Current, aims not only to pay
homage to the indomitable spirit of the
warriors but also to foster a broader di-
alogue on healing and reconciliation.
Following the procession, attendees are in-
vited to a conference at the Manitoulin Ho-
tel and Conference Centre.

The conference will delve deeper into
themes of resilience, history and the path
forward, facilitating discussions that res-
onate with our collective mission to cre-
ate a lasting impact that honors the past,
embraces the present and builds a fu-
ture rooted in reconciliation and respect.
In an effort to ensure the participation of
those at the heart of this event, local res-
idential school warriors are especially
encouraged to register for both the walk
and the conference. Registration is open
at blanketofstars.ca, a platform dedicated to
making the involvement process seamless
for warriors and supporters alike.

Dr. Shirley Cheechoo C.M., founder of
the Weengushk International Film Festi-
val, reflects on the initiative, stating, “Our
vision with ‘Blanket of Stars: A Tribute to

Y

Several Aundeck Omni Kaning (AOK) women were honoured in a blanket ceremony on International
Women’s Day in 2018. (L to R) former AOK chief Joanne Esquimaux, elder Anne Breyer, Chief Patsy
Corbiere, AOK staff member, elder Norma Assinewai, Carlene Assinewai, sister of former chief Diane
Abotossaway, accepting on Diane’s behalf, elder Elaine Nahwegabow, Beverly Abotossaway.

photo by Lori Thompson

Fia

Resilience’ extends beyond a single day. We
are laying down the groundwork for lasting
understanding and mutual respect through
shared stories and experiences.”

Nano Debassige, board chair, emphasiz-
es the role of community support: “This
endeavour is a collective journey. As we
gather to honour the resilience of those who
have suffered, we also look to the broader
community to join us in this crucial dia-
logue towards healing. Your support is in-
strumental in making this vision a reality.”

To realize this ambitious project the com-
munity’s involvement and support are cru-
cial.

“We have launched a GoFundMe cam-
paign to gather the necessary funds to bring
‘Blanket of Stars’ to life,” said Mr. Debas-
sige. “The funds raised will be instrumental
in honouring the Residential School War-
riors with ceremonial star blankets, hosting
enriching cultural workshops and ensur-
ing a comprehensive and inclusive expe-
rience at the post-procession conference.”

To contribute to this meaningful cause
and help WIFI make ‘Blanket of Stars: A
Tribute to Resilience’ a success, please
visit their GoFundMe page at: GoFund-
Me.com/f/fund-blanket-of-stars-event.
For more details, registration and to sup-
port the cause visit: blanketofstars.ca.
“This initiative is a call to action for all of
us to contribute to a narrative of healing,
respect, and unity,” noted Mr. Debassige.
“Join us in making a difference.”
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Island hockey players shme at Little NHL’s 50th tournament in Markham

MARKHAM—The Little Native
Hockey League (LNHL) tourna-
ment is eagerly anticipated by
players and parents alike each
year since its inception on Man-
itoulin Island in the Little Cur-
rent arena 53 years ago by three
area First Nations. This year
was no different and Manitou-
lin hockey players made their
mark on this seminal anniver-
sary edition of the tournament.

Not all of the teams have
checked in yet, but a cursory
check indicates that many Is-
land teams not only held their
own, but excelled.

The Wiikwemkoong Storm
U15 boys’ recreational bantam
team won all four of their pool
A games to come out on top 6-3
but fell in the final to Curve
Lake Screaming Eagles 6-5. The
Wiikwemkoong White Hawks
U15 took their final with a score
of 2-0 over the Wasauksing Is-
landers.

The Six Nations Blackhawks
U13 A Division championship
team included three AOK play-
ers. See story below about how
one player’s parent watched the
games livestreamed from his
hospital bed, cheering her on
while undergoing chemothera-
py.

The M’chigeeng Thunder-

Noah Enosse shows off his medal.

birds U15 boys took their cham-
pionship with a 52 win over
Atikmeksheng Stingers 5-2.
“M’Chigeeng U18 Competi-
tive Division Champions at the
50th Anniversary Little Native
Hockey League Tournament

- ——

M’Chigeeng U18 champs! Far back is team mascot, Chi Buck. Back row are Andrew Corbiere, Dallas Sinopole, Amisk
Migwans, Zander Kechego, Averee Sault, Connor Sooley, Emerson Taylor, Brady Richards, Darrius Sinopole, Jeffrey
Panamick, Kevin Eshkawkogan, Anthony Stewart. Front row are Gordie Taylor, Jackson Cunningham-Louks, Julius
Sinopole, Kohyn Eshkawkogan and Raiden Doxtator.

that was held in Markham,” an-
nounced Andrew ‘Snooze’ Cor-
biere. “There were over a 1000-
plus fans in attendance, who
stayed to watch the best of the
best from all over Ontario at the
Angus Glen Arena. The M’Chi-
geeng Ul8 Competitive team
lost their first game against
Akwesasne but they regrouped

and learned from their mistakes
and beat them in the A Champi-
onship finals with a score of 6-3,
we also had a deciding game to
move us forward, and won that
game with only five players and
a goalie as the others had AAA
playoff games down in South-
ern Ontario, it was a full out
week of hockey for sure. These

fine young gentlemen repre-
sented M’Chigeeng proudly as
we’re all from Turtle Island and
one big family! Congratulations
to the other Champions as well,
was a great time with great
friends and families from all
across Ontario, until next year
Baamaapii Little NHL!”

Winning goal in LNHL game heartens AOK chemotherapy patlent father

by Michael Erskine
AUNDECK OMNI KANING—
The annual Little Native Hock-
ey League (LNHL) tournament,
held this year in Markham, is
a wonderful time for meeting
up with old friends and mak-
ing new connections, but can-
cer survivor Lyndon Peltier,
who is currently undergoing
chemotherapy, was unable to
attend his daughter Lynndra
Madahbee-Peltier’s games in
the Aundeck Omni Kaning un-
der-13 Girls’ A Division cham-
pionship—which she ultimate-
ly won with her Northern Star
teammates.

Thanks to modern technol-
ogy, however, Mr. Peltier was
able to see his daughter’s games
unfold over livestream.

“He did Facetime with her
before the game for a pep talk,”
said mom Kendra Madahbee.
“He is so proud of her. He told
her ‘great work!”” His daugh-
ter’s championship team ban-

y 5

Lynndra’s dad Coach Lyndon Peltier
can gaze upon his daughter’s
champion banner hanging in his
hospital room at Health Sciences
North.

ner now hangs in his hospital
room.

The team that Lynndra plays
on included members from a
number of First Nations, ex-
plained Ms. Madahbee. Many
bands do not have enough play-
ers in a given age division in
order to ice a team. In the spirit
of hockey solidarity, individu-

...continued on page 23

AOK takes it! Back row, left, Trainer Justin Neveau, Assistant Coach Louis Bruyere, Coach Reggie Leach. Middle row,
Ellie Gour, Mya Sewell, Nyiliaha Neveau, Cedar Bruyere, Jersey Mcginnis, front row, Kailyn Inglis Dantouze, Lynndra
Madahbee Peltier, Dallis Mcginnis, Morgan Bruyere. Missing from picture is Manager Kendra Madahbee Peltier.

‘Mnidoo Mnising’ Island of the Great Splrlts nghts up the Markham sky

by Gina Gasongi Simon
MARKHAM—How fitting the world’s
largest freshwater island, Manitoulin
Island, pronounced “Mnidoo Mnising”
meaning ‘Island of the Great Spirit’ and
home to the birth of the Little Native
Hockey League (LNHL) is featured on
LNHL All-Star medals.

For executive members of the LNHL,
the logo is more than a mere marketing
symbol, it has its own rich story to tell as
well. This year’s medals have to be one of
the most iconic and recognizable through-
out the years.

Back in 1972, the original and flrst crest

A complete set of thIS year’s medals

design depicted a warrior with a head-
dress and a couple of hockey sticks in the
background. Today, it has gone through
major change.

Although the current design depicts
one lone hockey player with the Island
in the background, we all know “no one

L % . — fr— X
The Markham skyline was alive with drones
during the opening ceremonies as Manitoulin
was feted for being where the tournament was
founded.

is an island” at the LNHL. To those pres-
ent they could attest to that fact, it was
“standing room only.” As Jim McGregor
said, “We would have never believed it
would become this big. I am proud of ev-
eryone who came to play and everyone
who helped make it a dream come true.”

Behind the scenes are so many that it
is impossible to acknowledge and thank
them for all their hard work and dedica-
tion.

An original founding member from
Aundeck Omni Kaning, Earl “Shrug”
Abotossway (baa) was with the tourna-
ment since the beginning. Earl and his
family were one of many who billeted
teams from other First Nations. “I re-
member he billeted players from Moose

The front of the medals bear the image of Manitoulin Island, while the back bears engravings of the

names of the tournament founders’ Island First Nations home communities.

Factory and Earl figured a television
would really impress these boys but we
soon discovered they were more fascinat-
ed seeing a horse for the first time,” Pat
Madahbee recalls.

For Earl it was more than just a gather-
ing. His intent was for it to be educational
and to highlight and show the many dif-
ferent cultural aspects in addition to the
recreational side. His vision has come to
light as various languages, lifestyles and
backgrounds are gathered today in the
spirit of friendship.

The late James “Jim” Debassige, a long
time M’Chigeeng chief, was motivated to
make a positive change in his commu-
nity. Jim’s vision to bring respect to the
forefront was spurred on by some youth
vandalism. He understood the merits of
keeping youth busy and active. Back in
the early 1970s he was a moving force be-
hind the first summer hockey school and

invited NHL star Randy Carlyle to run the
program at their new M’Chigeeng arena.
Together these men, along with fellow
founding members Norman Debassige
(baa), Rev. Len Self (baa) and former
Chief Jim McGregor rooted themselves
in a belief that sports is a simple way to
teach many lessons about life and living.
Executive member Marian Jacko was
looking for a way to honour these found-
ing members. While she and acting pres-
ident Chico Ralf were checking on other
paraphernalia in production by Nothers
for the 50th anniversary, she had an epiph-
any moment. It was then she asked, “Any
chance you guys can replicate Manitoulin
Island and incorporate it into a medal de-
sign?” To that they responded positively.
She showed them an image and the result
was a medal that truly reflected the ori-

...continued on page 23
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Driver charged following call for ser-
vice
One person has been arrested on im-
paired driving, weapons and drug charges
in Espanola following a call for service.

mined the driver had consumed alcoholic

Law & Order

beverages. The driver was subsequently ar-
rested and transported to the OPP detach-
ment for further testing.

Asaresult of the investigation, Carl Dick-

Shortly after 9 am on March 10, the Man-
itoulin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) re-
sponded to a call for service involving a person slouched
over in the driver’s seat of their parked vehicle.

Police located the vehicle in a parking lot and, upon
speaking with the driver, police were able to determine
that the driver was impaired. The driver was subse-
quently arrested and transported to the OPP detach-
ment for further testing.

As a result of the investigation, 49-year-old Jeffrey
Santerre from Sudbury has been charged with opera-
tion while impaired-alcohol and drugs, failure or re-
fusal to comply with demand, possession of a schedule
one substance (cocaine), possession of weapon for dan-
gerous purpose, possession of a schedule one substance
for the purpose of trafficking-cocaine, and driving while
under suspension.

The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontario
Court of Appeal in Espanola on April 15.

The driver was issued a 90-day administrative driv-
er’s licence suspension, and the vehicle was impounded
for seven days.

Manitoulin OPP charge for impaired
One driver has been arrested and charged with im-
paired driving after police conducted a traffic stop in
Espanola.
On March 11 shortly before 10 pm, the Manitoulin
OPP were conducting general patrol in Espanola. Police

conducted a traffic stop on a motor vehicle for a high-
way traffic act (HTA) violation on Algoma Street.

Upon speaking with the driver, police were able to
determine that the driver had consumed alcoholic bev-
erages. The driver was subsequently arrested and trans-
ported to the OPP detachment for further testing.

As a result of the investigation, Kenneth Leet,
64-years-old, from Manitoulin Island was charged with
operation unsafe vehicle, drive vehicle with cannabis
readily available, driving motor vehicle with liquor
readily available, two counts of driving while under
suspension, drive with improper headlights, fail to stop
for police, operation while impaired alcohol and drugs,
operation while impaired-blood alcohol concentration
(80 plus).

The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontario
Court of Justice in Espanola on April 15.

The driver was issued a 90-day administrative driv-
er’s licence suspension, and the vehicle was impounded
for 45 days.

OPP charge driver following traffic complaint

One person has been charged for impaired driving fol-
lowing a traffic complaint.

Shortly after 1 am on March 9 shortly, the Manitoulin
OPP responded to a traffic complaint on Highway 17 in
Sables-Spanish Rivers Township.

Police were able to locate the vehicle and conducted a
traffic stop. Upon speaking with the driver, police deter-

son, 20, of Little Current has been charged
with operation while impaired alcohol and
drugs, operation while impaired blood alcohol concen-
tration (80 plus), drive commercial motor vehicle in
contravention of conditions, turn not in safety.
The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontario
Court of Justice in Espanola on April 15.
The driver was issued a 90-day administrative driv-
er’s licence suspension, and the vehicle was impounded
for seven days.

Driver charged at Sheg RIDE check

It didn’t take long for officers with the Manitoulin
detachment of the OPP to charge a driver with being
impaired after the driver had been stopped at a manda-
tory alcohol screening Reduce Impaired Driving Every-
where (RIDE)) check in Northeastern Manitoulin and
the Islands (NEMI) on the evening of Saturday, March 9.

In a social media post the OPP reported that members
of the Manitoulin OPP had set up a mandatory alcohol
screening RIDE check on Highway 6 at Townline Road
in NEMI for less than 20 minutes on March 9 before they
arrested a driver for impaired driving.“The driver was
arrested for over 80 and transported to the Little Cur-
rent OPP detachment for breath tests,” said the OPP.

The driver received a 90-day licence suspension, ve-
hicle impoundment and costs, and a date to appear in
court.

Friends and Neighbours

Providence Bay

Alexia Hannigan

rovidence Bay Friendly Fly.
P Having read The Expositor for many years it
occurred to me that there wasn’t any local Prov-
idence Bay coverage as in past issues (Dan and I used
to make the paper every time we would visit). I had my
first of many memorable trips to the Island back in 1991;
was married in Providence Bay in 2003 and recently re-
located my family here last October. Wink and a nod
to Linda Gilchrist, Wendy Friesen, Judy and Glenn
Black, Krista Payette, Dawn Dawson, Chris and Jess
Bryan, Jan, Brooklyn, Jackie Patterson, Pam, Lance
Baptiste, M.J. and Alex, Hawberry Quilters Guild and
the wonderful community of Providence Bay. I enjoyed
reading the Friends and Neighbours Columns and de-
cided to reach out to the powers that be to make it hap-
pen down by the Bay.

As of this issue, I am proudly appointed your Town
Cryer and Sewing Circle Source of local and other cru-
cial Providence Bay community events and news.

Spring is in the air! Can you feel it? We set our clocks
back an hour last weekend surviving seasonal colds
and Daylight Savings sleep schedule mayhem.

March Break was a busy one for most. Epic Brier and
bonspiels, St. Paddy’s Day celebrations, family trips
and time spent together. After a good “reset” everyone
is in good spirits again and excited at the prospect of
good syrup and warmer weather. Word is the sap is
flowing slow and the season may be short.

With warmer weather comes more chickens cross-
ing the road, literally. The Cranston Road hens are out
and about these days, enjoying the sun. Much to our
delight, Katie Gilchrist from Mindemoya and Clayton
Kuepfer from Spring Bay came for a ride-by on hors-
es Bailey, Fritz and Ceilidh got to have a horse ride
through downtown Providence Bay.

Lance Baptiste gave Danny and I a recent tour of his
wonderful garden and mentioned he is excited about
his strawberry yield this year.

Judy and Glenn Black announced they are on the
watch for a new calf. We will keep you posted on any
new arrivals!

Karine Young continues her Island Puzzle Exchange
Program and encourages new ideas and suggestions.

MJ and Alex had a fun farewell party. We wish them
well in their future endeavors and adventures.

Everyone is getting geared-up and ready for Easter
weekend at month’s end which marks a new season of
sowing seeds, gardening, outdoor activities and live
musical performances. We had a chat with local sing-
er/songwriter Chris Walker who showed us his im-
pressive bevy of amazing guitars and invited us to his
month-end Jam and Song Writing Workshop on Satur-
day, March 30 at Huron Sands.

Spring’s song brings with it longer days, bulbs push-
ing through the brush and the tangible excitement and
promise of a whole lot of busy, beautiful days ahead of
us.

Here’s what’s happening: The Providence Bay arena
is closed for the skating season, spring family friendly
events to be announced Fair flair, Dawn Dawson and
delegates made us proud and returned from another
successful 2024 OAAS convention boasting ribbons and
rosettes, our ambassadors had a wonderful showing.
Way to go Rodney Dryden, Natalie French and Maddy
Niven, the prize recipients! The good word is that we
are in for another epic Providence Bay Fair this Au-

gust!

The men had a successful bonspiel March 8 to 10.
Congratulations teams! Providence Bay Curling arena
had a successful fundraiser and Pancake Breakfast on
Saturday, March 9 in support of the Junior Bay Curl-
ing Club. The pancakes were delicious, well done ev-
eryone! See you all next season!

Hall Happenings: Providence Bay and Spring Bay Li-
ons Coffee Club continues at the Providence Bay Hall
Thursdays. Next coffee club is March 21 and April 4.
Enjoy games, treats, coffee and good company!

Wishing Everyone a happy start to Spring.

Happy Birthday to my brother, Christian Hannigan.

and we have been especially pi-ning for March

14 - Pi Day! It’s a day that celebrates both nerds
and dessert. What’s not to love? We could quite easily
eat pi 22/7, but only a la mode. Anything less is mean.
As much as we love pie, we do have an issue with the
equation ‘pi r squared.” Mostly because pi are round
and cake are square.

Cooo-ngratulations to this year’s Sandhill Crane
spotting challenge winner, Peter G! Peter both spotted
the migratory birds and heard their melodious coo on
Wednesday, March 13. No stranger to the fame that
comes with winning this prestigious award, this is Pe-
ter’s second time taking the title. Next up: the annual
April 1 Sandhill crane coo-ing competition.

Feeling saucy? Come on out for the Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser at the Kagawong Park Centre on Saturday,
March 23 from 5 to 7 pm. Tickets are $20 at the door
(kids under 11 only $12) with all proceeds going to the
Jabbawong Storytelling Festival this summer. Take-
out is available. For more information contact Diane
Larocque at 705-919-1751.

Happy 29th birthday to Shirley F and not-quite 29th
to Brett V. Don’t stress about your eyesight failing as
you get older. It’s nature’s way of protecting you from
shock as you walk past a mirror. Side note: we are hop-
ing you youngsters start letting us know when you ac-
tually turn 29. We would hate to get your age wrong,
and everyone knows we try very hard to avoid looking
foolish in this column.

Mark your calendars! The Easter Bunny is hopping
back into Kagawong on Saturday, March 30 for the an-
nual Easter egg hunt! Youth of all ages are welcome to
come by the Kagawong Park Centre at 11am that day
and fill their baskets with goodies. Who will find the
Golden Ticket? You’ll have to come out to see! Thanks
to the Billings Parks, Recreation and Wellness Com-
mittee for hosting this event.

“Come as You Are” on Saturday April 13, and enjoy
an evening of contemporary inspirational music (and
sing-along) courtesy of Cia and Bill Savage at St. John’s
Anglican Church. The fun starts at 7 pm with refresh-
ments provided. Donations towards repairing the front
stained glass window of the church are greatly appre-
ciated.

The Billings Climate Action Committee is planning
on hosting an Earth Day event on Saturday, April 20!
The event should include community clean-up, a “junk
in the trunk” sale, activities for youth, and informa-
tion on green technologies. The committee is current-
ly looking for vendors interested in presenting green
solutions with either a booth or in a discussion panel.
Contact Vince Grogan at vgrogan@billingstwp.ca for

You know Team Fergmeijer loves a good holiday,

more information.

Keeping on the green theme, Manitoulin Streams
is hosting an outdoor angling trade fair right here in
Kagawong on the May long weekend! More details will
be shared in the coming weeks. For more information,
check out manitoulinstreams.com, or contact ang-
lingtf. manitoulin@gmail.com, or 613-857-9877.

What do you call it when someone gets a huge tattoo
of pi on their face? An irrational decision. Have a great
week!

Barrie Island

Lillian Greenman

visited George and Carolyn Calback last week-
end.

Scott and Enid Runnalls spent a few days in Toronto
last week. They visited with their daughter Katie and
toured the Ripley’s Aquarium and attended a Toronto
Raptor’s basketball game. On their way home they vis-
ited with Carolyn Lane-Rock in Sudbury.

Lorne and Dawn Calback and boys from Sudbury

Silver Water

Karen Noble

Gore Bay to run errands and shop. We stopped

at Jewell’s Collision to finalize the ordering
of the replacement side mirror for the car. In the eve-
ning I went to Meldrum Bay to play euchre. There were
three tables of players.

On Saturday, we spent the day getting ready for the
roast beef dinner at the Burpee Mills Complex. The Ro-
botics Team from Manitoulin Secondary School earned
close to $3,000. Thank you to everyone who came out
to support them. Thank you to the team members and
parents who helped work at the dinner.

Chad and Jackson Chevrette travelled to Orangeville
to visit my sister, Aileen Noble for most of the March
Break week.

On Sunday, I took a car load to Tehkummah to play
in their euchre tournament. They had 12-and-a-half ta-
bles. No one from the west end brought home any of the
prizes this time. The next tournament is April 7.

On Monday, there were lots of households out to the
recycle bins.

On Tuesday morning I had a visit from Alfreda Wick-
ett. Exercise class was held in the Silver Water Com-
munity Hall in the afternoon. Gladys Duncanson and I
had a walk after that.

On Wednesday, Murray and Gladys Duncanson had
a trip to Sudbury. They had lunch with their son Craig.

Brenda Carter left on Wednesday morning to go to
the Hamilton area to visit relatives.

On Wednesday, Albert and I went for a long walk.
The weather was perfect for it and we picked up lots of
cans from the ditches. Wednesday evening there was
line dancing at the hall.

On Thursday, there were six-and-a-half tables for eu-
chre at the Silver Water hall.

There are a number of people making maple syrup
this week.

Get well to the people who are sick this week. There
is a bad cold passing around.

Condolences to the family of Mary (Rowe) Middleton.

O n Friday, March 8, Albert Meijer and I went to
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..Condition of Ice Lake dam cause for concern

...continued from page 3 &

council earlier this month
on behalf of the associa-
tion.

However, “at this time
no one seems to know who
is responsible for the dam
on the property where it
is located,” said Mr. Hud-
son.

“We’re very aware of
the condition of the dam,”
said Lee Hayden, reeve
of Gordon/Barrie Island.
“Certainly, a concern of
the ratepayers and the
municipality and to make
sure it (dam) is main-
tained and the lake level
is maintained. We are
dealing with and consid-
ering the information Mr.
Hudson provided us with
and looking at the issue of
who is responsible for the
dam where it is located. It
looks from a survey done
in 1991 that the dam is on
private property. We need
to determine this first, be-
fore going ahead.”

“l am a landowner on
Ice Lake here on the Is-
land that represents a
new association, Ice Lake
Landowners Association,
and here this evening
to discuss a concern of
ours, the condition of the
dam on the southeast,”
Mr. Hudson told council
March 5. “We are deeply
concerned about the dete-
riorating condition of the
dam located on the south-
east corner of Ice Lake.
We have begun a petition
that aims to raise aware-
ness and gather support
to urge the relevant au-
thorities to take immedi-
ate action and repair this
crucial infrastructure.
This petition has (over
300) signatures of land-
owners, permanent and
seasonal residents that
have concerns over the
future of Ice Lake and are
supporters of this initia-
tive.”

“Ice Lake holds im-
mense value for both its
residents and visitors,
serving as a vital water
source, recreational hub,
and an essential ecosys-
tem for various wildlife
species. However, due to
years of neglect and lack
of maintenance, our be-
loved dam is now in dire
need of repair.”

“The current state of
disrepair poses signifi-
cant risks not only to our
community but also to
surrounding areas,” said
Mr. Hudson. “If left un-

Members of the Ice Lae Lando

ers Association are concerned

about the deteriorating condition of the Ice Lake dam, water
levels and for steps to be taken to make sure the watershed is

managed properly.

The Ice Lake dam spillway from years past.

addressed, potential con-
sequences include: shore
wells for home/cottage
water rendered unusable;
existing water intake lines
in the lake for our homes
and cottages rendered un-
usable.” He pointed out
lines could be extended,
however this would mean
additional costs including
replacing any existing
heat tracer lines; flooding
that could damage near-
by properties, disruption
in water supply affect-
ing local businesses and
households alike, as well
as severe environmental
impact on aquatic life.”
Mr. Hudson explained
the dam was constructed
over 50 years ago (1974)
with an estimated lifes-
pan of 50 years, and the
dam’s weakened condi-
tion increases vulnerabil-
ity during extreme weath-
er events such as heavy
rainfall or rapid snow-
melt. “Repairing the dam
will not only safeguard
our community but also
create job opportunities
for local contractors.”
“Our research has ver-

ified that since the dam’s
construction in 1974, a
number of agencies (lo-
cal and provincial) have
been engaged but there
has never been a consen-
sus of responsibility for
the dam and water levels
of Ice Lake until a coun-
cil meeting February 14,
1986 (with the Ministry of
Natural Resources) where
an agreement was put in
place for the township to
assume the responsibility
for the dam in 1987,” con-
tinued Mr. Hudson.
“Interestingly enough,
asurvey that was complet-
ed in October 1991 does
not reflect the standard 66
foot easement road allow-
ance of the northeast side
of the bay leading up to
the dam, which essential-
ly provides ownership of
the waterway to the land-
owner of said survey,”
continued Mr. Hudson.
“In contrast, via a proper-
ty index map of the area
that was captured in Octo-
ber 2018, this reflects what
appears to be the missing
road allowance easement.
This easement appears in

separate maps of the area.
This raises a rather large
question, what happened
to the easement?”

“The land area around
Ice Lake is much more
populated, providing a
considerable increase in
tax revenues from the
landowners to this town-
ship’s prosperity. Ulti-
mately, very few of us
would have opted to invest
in property around this
lake with the risk of this
dam failing and Ice Lake
water levels dropping to
the point where the lake
is not navigable by boat,”
said Mr. Hudson.

“We are asking you to-
day to review this request
and help us determine a
proper course of action
to come up with a plan
with a long-term solution
of repairing and creating
access to the dam for the
township to maintain the
watershed on Ice Lake,”
said Mr. Hudson.

He said the dam needs
to be replaced, and the
property needs to be re-
surveyed with an ecologi-
cal assessment and struc-
tural assessment done of
the current dam.

“Everyone around the
lake purchased their
property to have access
to a lake, not a glorified
pond,” said Mr. Hudson.

“The first thing that
needs to be determined
is who has responsibility
for the property the dam
is located on,” said Reeve
Hayden. “Then we can
look at the different pos-
sibilities, such as replace-
ment or repairs of the cur-
rent dam,” he said noting
an environmental study
would need to be carried
out as well as answering
the question on the lake-
shore road allowance
easement, “and all prop-
er permits need to be ob-
tained before we can even
look at doing something.”

“It is very important,”
stated Reeve Hayden. “If
the dam were to fail there
would be a lot of conse-
quences, including a de-
crease in the water levels
by 16 inches in the spring
on a lake that is very shal-
low.”

“From a municipal
standpoint we share the
concerns and will under-
take the process of how
to properly proceed on
this issue,” added Reeve
Hayden.

... Tiffany Recollet named as new UCCMM CEO

...continued from page 3 well as with the Gwe-

Nations organizations on
Mnidoo Mnising for al-
most 15 years.”

That work experience
includes working with
Kina Gbezhgomi Child
and Family Services as

kwaadziwin Miikan
Youth Mental Health and
Addiction Program

“I want to continue the
excellent work led by the
former CEO Hazel Rec-
ollet,” said Ms. Recollet,
who noted that her moth-

er is acting as a resource
person and mentor.

In her announcement,
Chief Corbiere went on to
highlight Ms. Recollet’s
experience and knowl-
edge as tremendous assets
that will help advance the
UCCMM Tribal Council

...nursing home will include courtyard

“In the meantime, planning work has
continued: the proposed site for the new

...continued from page 3

many ideas cannot be incorporated into
the design of the new home because they
do not comply with the design standards
set out by the Ministry of Long-Term

Care,” wrote Ms. Gervais.

“Louis Belanger, lead architect on the
project, has been continuing to rework
the design so it incorporates some of the
concepts that were raised,”
Ms. Gervais. “We hope to have another
round of focus group sessions later in the
spring to get feedback on the new layout

home has been rezoned, plans for servic-
ing of the property are underway and
communication with the Ministry of
Long-Term Care is occurring regularly

to ensure the approval process on the

continued

and provide updates on the new build.”

development application is underway.”

“There is still no news on approval to
St. Joseph’s on their application,”
Mayor Lane. “However, there will have
to be some news this month once the pro-
vincial budget comes down. Hopefully,
the approvals will be given.”

said

into the future.

“We appreciate Tiffa-
ny’s hard work and dedi-
cation to the tribal coun-
cil over the past five years
in her role as finance
manager,” said Chief Cor-
biere, “and we are looking
forward to what the fu-
ture will bring under her
leadership as the CEOQ.”

LITTLE CURRENT

WEEKLY WINNER!

Congratulations to Crystal Robinson!
The “draw” prize winner of $416.00
Thank you to Hillside Variety in Wiikkwemkoong

for sponsoring the 25" Progressive Raffle Lottery!

DRAW DATE THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2024 AT 8:00 PM

PROGRESSIVE PRIZE STARTING AT $7,942.00!
(before 30% of weekly sales added)
TICKETS GO ON SALE: FRIDAY - THURSDAY

TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT LITTLE CURRENT
LIONS CLUB ON FACEBOOK

Pet Save Manitonlin

7

\.

chronic upper respiratory infection from living rough

check-up and weigh-in. His dream is to become the

‘Pet Save Manitoulin’ may be sent to Box 393, Gore
Bay, ON POP THO. E-transfers: reception@scottvet.ca

Mighty Cedar has been with us for 5 years due to\
for 2 years. He visits his vet every 3 months for a

cat-equivalent of a human Sumo wrestler.
To help with his care, cheques made payable to:

(with Pet Save Manitoulin in the text box).

J

Orr's

valumart Freshm

A scientific man is a true index and representative of
humanity, for through processes of inductive reasoning and
research he is informed of all that appertains to humanity,

Baha’i Writings

its status, conditions and happenings.

—’Abdu’l-Bahd

To find out about local activities
or call or text 705-210-0529
www.bahai.ca www.bahai.org

MANITQULIN

OFF-GRID SYSTEMS

SOLAR PANELS - MOUNTING SYSTEMS
INVERTERS - CONTROLLERS - BATTERIES

CABLES - ACCESSORIES

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

705-859-2933

EINNI HOTEL

Dining ¢ Bar * Catering - Rooms

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM
MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

BAR HOURS:
SUNDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM

Downtown Little Current « 705-368-2023

THURSDAY: 4 PM - WHEN TRIVIA ENDS
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM

AANMMNTNTINNIRINRRTITHTHT e
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...Players hopeful Assiginack Arts, Entertalnment Centre will move ahead

...continued from page 3

disbanded and our requests and input to council were

ignored.”

“I'm on the executive (of BWTP) and we have not
been informed on anything, even though we had sent
lots of letters and made lots of requests to council,” said
Mr. Baumgarten. “So, when I saw on a recent council
meeting agenda (that the future of the buildings was
being looked at) we attended the meeting.” Previously
Assiginack had received funding to hire an architect
(Perry and Perry Architects) “and we understood the
theatre would be attached to the arena. However, coun-
cil decided this was not the place to have the theatre

located.”

Council has now, “decided to investigate having the
theatre at the waterfront, incorporating it into the Roll-
er Mills,” said Mr. Baumgarten. “It will be good news if

this goes forward.”

Mayor Reid had told The Expositor the township is
in the preliminary stage of exploration which involves
council working with an architect and beginning with
public consultation which they hope to undertake after
Easter. She also said council is looking forward to hear-
ing feedback from the community.

Stagnation in global mental health post-pandemic, states 2023 report

by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre,
Local Journalism

Initiative Reporter
CANADA—The world’s
mental wellbeing is at a
standstill, with the 2023
Mental State of the World
Report from the Global
Mind Project indicating
no recovery to pre-pan-
demic levels. Despite
technological and health-
care advances, global
mental health remains
at a concerning low, as
revealed by the exten-
sive survey involving
over half a million par-
ticipants across 71 coun-
tries. In terms of mental
wellbeing across six di-
mensions of study, Can-
ada places 40th of the 71
countries polled and 51st
in terms of populations
listed as “distressed/
struggling.” Both figures
are middling on the spec-
trum, however Canada
is placing just below the
United States as well as
drastically below many
countries in the global
south.

Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic,
there’s been a focus on
tracking positive men-
tal health indicators.
Despite some positive
trends, the rates of de-
pression, anxiety, and

PTSD have remained
worryingly high. Ac-
cording to statistics Can-
ada, as of late 2020, 20
percent of adults experi-
enced moderate to severe
symptoms of these men-
tal health conditions, a
number that rose to 25
percent by early 2021
and has remained steady
since.

Notably, certain demo-
graphics report higher
instances of these severe
symptoms. Young adults
between 18 and 24 years
old have shown partic-
ularly high rates of de-
pression (33 percent),
anxiety (25 percent), and
PTSD (15 percent). These
findings are consistent
with prior cycles of the
Survey on Community
Health Measures (SCMH)
and are echoed by other
recent surveys, indicat-
ing a greater prevalence
of mood and anxiety dis-
orders among Canada’s
youth.

2SLGBTQ+ individuals
alsoreport higherrates of
moderate to severe symp-
toms, with 45 percent ex-
periencing depression, 35
percent anxiety, and 19
percent PTSD—signifi-
cantly higher than the
rates among heterosexu-
al and cisgender individ-

A message from the

uals. Indigenous peoples
report similarly elevated
levels of these symptoms:
29 percent for depression,
24 percent for anxiety,
and 16 percent for PTSD,
compared to their non-In-
digenous counterparts.

In Canada, the trend to-
wards longer and healthi-
er lives has been disrupt-
ed, with a notable decline
in life expectancy by
over half a year in 2020,
marking the largest sin-
gle-year decrease since
1921. Despite consistent
improvements over the
past four decades, the
impact of COVID-19 and
rising deaths related to
substance use have led to
this setback. As of 2021,
the overall life expectan-
cy at birth stood at 81.6
years, with men averag-
ing 79.3 years and wom-
en 84.0 years. While both
genders saw a decrease
in 2020, the decline in
2021 was solely attribut-
ed to males, with a slight
increase observed for fe-
males.

Additionally, while
most Canadians rate
their general health pos-
itively, there has been
a concerning decline in
mental health, particu-
larly evident in increased
anxiety and mood dis-

Little Current and District Fish and Game Club,
Sheguiandah First Nation, M’Chigeeng First Nation,

Manitoulin Streams,

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation and
Whitefish River First Nation

WALLEYE
PROTECT - SPAWNING FEMALES
10Ibs (4.53kg) FEMALE = 300,000" EGGS

IF 30 FEMALES ARe HARVESTED
9,000,000 EGGS ARE DESTROYED

Our hatchery is suffering from a lack of females. Let’s all work
together and think of the future for our kids and grandkids.

orders among vulnera-
ble groups. In 2021, 59.7
percent of Canadians
aged 12 and above rated
their general health as
very good or excellent.
However, the proportion
reporting very good or
excellent mental health
dropped from 72.4 per-
cent in 2015 to 59.0 per-
cent in 2021, with signifi-
cant declines seen across
all age groups, especially

FLOUR & FEED r. S

&.T. Bums Pror,

The historic Roller Mills is being touted as a poibility to house an Assiginack arts and entertainment centre.

18 to 34.

Furthermore, in 2021,
over 3.4 million Canadi-
ans aged 12 and above
(10.4 percent) reported
being diagnosed with an
anxiety disorder, while
over 3.1 million (9.6 per-
cent) reported a mood
disorder diagnosis. Both
anxiety and mood dis-
orders have seen an in-
crease since 2015, with
higher prevalence rates

Expositor file photo

graphics. For instance,
First Nations people liv-
ing off reserve and Mé-
tis individuals reported
higher rates of anxiety
and mood disorders com-
pared to non-Indigenous
populations. Similarly,
those in the lowest in-
come quintile were more
likely to report these dis-
orders compared to those
in the highest income
quintile.

among young adults aged among

certain demo-

...Changing climate could increase deer pop

...continued from page 3

ferent wildlife species including moose
and whitetail deer. Warmer winters
could see a rise in white-tailed deer
populations.

The Expositor spoke with retired
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry (MNRF) Conservation Offi-
cer Ian Anderson of Manitoulin Island.
He said that in his 50 years of living
on the Island this is the second easiest
winter he has seen and that “the warm
weather isn’t a detriment to deer pop-
ulations. I expect a good fawn crop as
the does have had a low stress winter.
They should have a fair amount of body
fat in the spring and the herd should be
as healthy as we have ever seen.”

However, as deer populations rise,
there may be an impingement on na-
tive plant species as deer excoriate
the land of their favourite plants and
could cause further changes in local
ecosystems. Deer have a preference
for consuming trillium, particularly
the scarce white trillium, a flowering
plant species safeguarded in Ontario
where plucking them on conservation
lands is prohibited by law. To maintain

Ryan Corbiere of M’Chigeeng First Nation
harvested this 10-point buck on his family farm
near Billings township in November. Some say
2024 could prove a banner year for the annual
rifle hunt.
a forest boasting a diverse understory
teeming with wildflowers and shrubs,
it could be necessary to decrease a pos-
sibly over abundant deer population.
Some experts say that even a cull
might not work in the short term, as
deer are capable of reproducing near-
ly as quickly as they can be harvest-
ed. While this might be a nuisance to
some, it could make for a very prolific
hunting season this year.

Islanders can help Elliot Lake win Kraft Hockeyyville honours

ELLIOT LAKE—Manitoulin Island res-
idents can help a neighbour communi-
ty win the Kraft Hockeyville contest.
The city of Elliot Lake has been cho-
sen as one of the four finalists in this
years Hockeyville contest from hun-
dreds of Canadian communities that
were nominated. The winner of the
contest wins $250,000 in arena upgrades
and hosts a National Hockey League
game. Currently the Centennial Arena
in Elliot Lake has been closed for sever-
al months due to structural problems.

It is now up to fans to vote for the
winner with voting to take place online
on March 29 and 30 for a 48-hour peri-
od. You can vote online as often as you
want during this period.

The three other communities in the
running for the contest include Co-
chrane, Alberta; Wolseley, Saskatche-
wan; and Enderby, British Columbia.

For each of the finalists stories, more
information and voting access, you can
visit kraftcanada.ca.

THE

Income Tax Preparation

MINDEMOYA - 6155 Hwy 542 (until May 15th)

Personal

705-348-1982

TAX

Mon. 9-8, Wed./Thurs. 9-5, Fri. 9-8, Sat. by appointment

LITTLE CURRENT - Tuesdays (March & April)

also:

GuUy

(10am - 1pm) Little Current Recreation Centre Hwy 6
abaran@thetaxguy.tax

www.thetaxguy.tax
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...Michael’s Bay Rd. needs big upgrade, townshlp reeve says

...continued from page 1 was 12.”

the township to concerns
with the road, “I was told
‘if you maintain a speed
limit of 40 kilometres per
hour you will be alright.” I
came in today on the road

“Michael’s Bay Road,
which is off the Govern-
ment Road in Tehkum-
mah, is a problem every
spring,” said Ms. Cline.
“But this is not just a few
potholes and mud. It is

so bad starting the begin-
ning of this week that on
Tuesday (March 5) myself
and others couldn’t even
venture out on our road.
I couldn’t go to work and
heaven forbid if an ambu-
lance or other emergen-

and the most I was going

Weekly specials coming soon!

« Custom meat boxes - beef, pork and poultry
« Homemade sausage (gluten and sodium free)
« Fresh fish (trout) and seasonal fish

21 Giiwedinoong Nakii Miikan (The Industrial Building)
Wiikwemkoong, (705) 618-5863

Monday to Friday: 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday: 9 am to 2 pm

Sunday: Closed

Owned and operated by: Ben Kanasawe of Buzwah Fisheries

@Eimcrﬁ;@@ﬁ DEAL OF THE WEEK

Kubota KX40-3

e Land Pride DM3605 Disc Mower $1995.00 « 2012 Kubota F2690 $8,995.00
«  Frontier DM1160 Disc Mower $3995.00 « 2014 Miller Pro Tandem Rotary Hay Rake
. Enorossi DM5 Disc Mower $5,995.00 2250/1150 $11,995.00
»  John Deere 640 Loader $6,995.00 « 2015 Kubota L6060HSTCC $62,995.00
»  John Deere 550 $8995.00 « 2015 Kubota BX2670 $32,995.00
» 1970 Massey Ferguson 180 $2995.00 « 2016 John Deere 100 Series D130 $1995.00
e 1972 John Deere 350 Crawler Loader & Backhoe « 2016 Kioti RX6620 Cab $41995.00
$1,995.00 « 2017 Kubota Deluxe Utility M7060 4WD HDH/HDC
« 1975 John Deere 2130 $7995.00 $61995.00
+ 1976 John Deere 1030 $9995.00 « 2018 Kubota B2601 HSD $32,995.00
« 1984 John Deere 2350 $14995.00 « 2018 Kubota KX033 Series 4GAX $69,995.00
« 1990 John Deere Hydra-push Manure Spreader « 2018 Kubota M5-114WD HDCCT2 Cab ~ $92,995.00
$6,995.00 « 2018 Kubota KX080-4S $110,000.00
» 1995 Gehl Scavenger Manure Spreader  $5995.00 « 2018 Kubota M7060HDCC $65,995.00
e 1996 Kubota L3300 $23995.00 «  2019iLGi Aragon Disc Tiller with Disc Packer MX-
« 2000 Kubota F3060 Front Mount Mower $12,995.00 K36/450 $43,995.00
. 2000 John Deere 6410 $58,995.00 o 2019 Kubota BV4580 $48,995.00
e 2001 Kubota L3000 $16995.00 « 2020 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T Tractor,

2002 Kubota ZD28 Diesel Commercial Zero-Turn Loader & Backhoe with Tektite Cab, Front

Mower $9,995.00 Snowblower & Sweeper $42,995.00
e 2002 Kubota BX1500 Tractor and Mower  $9995.00 « 2020 Kubota U27 Series 4G $59,995.00
. 2003 Kubota B7800 4X4 Loader $21995.00 - 2020 Kubota MX Series MX5200HSTRC 4WD
. 2005 Kubota BX2230 $13,995.00 $42,995.00
. 2005 Kubota M9000 $54,995.00 o 2020 Mahindra Front Snowblower $4,995.00
. 2007 Kubota BX2350 $10,995.00 « 2021 Kubota KXB860QA $22,995.00
. 2008 John Deere LA145 $1,995.00 2021 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T  $37.995.00
. 2008 Kubota M8540 HDC $64,995.00 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T $24,995.00
. 2008 Kubota M9540 HDC $59995.00 o 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T $21995.00
e 2009 John Deere LAI05 $995.00 « 2022 Kubota BX80 Series BX23S-ITLB  $28,995.00
. 2009 John Deere LAI35 $1,995.00 2022 Kubota BO1 Series B2601 HSD-1 $35,995.00
. 2010 Kubota B26TLB $39,995.00 « 2023 Kubota LX10 Series LX2610 Cab $45,995.00
. 2011 Kubota B3200 $28,995.00

(705) 248-2208 FAK: (705) 248-3170 WWW.NORTHSHORE-TRACTOR.CA

Family owned and operated business focused on providing high quality products
and exceptional customer service.

30 CALABOGIE ROAD, ECHO BAY, ON POS 1C0

cy vehicle was needed.
Several of us have com-
plained in person, emails,
letters and nothing is be-
ing done.”

“Each member of coun-
cil is aware of this prob-
lem,” said Ms. Cline.
“One person on council
acknowledged my emails
and told me he drove
down our road and it is a
real mess. He told me to
keep him informed.”

“We have written to
our ombudsman and our
MPP (Michael Mantha)
who at least acknowl-
edged our problems but
cannot help because it is
a township issue,” said
Ms. Cline. “During the
past council, myself and
my neighbour Elaine Lee-
son went to council meet-
ings and while council
did acknowledge that our
road is a mess, they said
it was built in the horse
and wagon ages when the
old town of Michael’s Bay
existed. The road is sand
and logs, not for vehicles.
However, they let many
houses be built and there
are many people that live
here all year-round. We
also pay the highest taxes
in Tehkummah township.
But our council today
continues to say our road
is just not built for traffic.
This is the problem, we
need a solution.”

“The township had the
grader down the road this
morning,” said Ms. Cline
last Tuesday. “I was liter-
ally sliding on the road,
it’s so muddy and it’s
filled with potholes. And
you certainly can’t drive
too close to the shoulder

Residents who live on Mlchaels Bay Road are upset with
the muddy, slippery conditions of the road again this year.
Tehkummah Township officials have indicated that they are
considering options to improve the road long term.

of the road.”

Ms. Cline said, “We
have no other way in or
out of our properties be-
side this road. I think the
only way they can fix the
road, which is about 6.5
kilometres in length, is
to go two kilometres at
a time and dig down, put
big rocks on the road and
put the gravel over that.
The township put gravel
on the road one year but
it was the small sand rock
stuff and we watched the
gravel sink into the road.”

“It’s too wet and mud-
dy,” stated Ms. Cline.
“The road was never built
for vehicles, it was built
when travel was by horse
and buggy, so why did the

township sell lots on the
road? There are all kinds
of people living here
now.”

Elaine Leeson told The
Expositor, “I sent a let-
ter to the township and
council a week and a half
ago and was told I need to
maintain speeds down to
40 kilometres per hour.
But we can’t even go
much faster than 10 kilo-
metres.”

“Last summer the
township put sand grav-
el down, but it was small
stuff and it just caused
more mud,” said Ms. Lee-
son. “I have also been
told by the township that

...continued on page 10

Outhouses

Animal Shelters
Mini Sheds
Bunkies

T

| | Call Nathan for Laura at:
Leave d message

KUEPFER’'S

TIMBER FRAME MINI SH

Folding Pine Lawn Chairs

Come view our yard at:

760 Bth oncession Rd. W
ah

hkum

Closed on Sundays

Wood Storage Sheds
Love Swings
Picnic Tables

R226-792-52

©




PAGE 10 — THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR

Wednesday, March 20, 2024

...Dawson citizens group seeks lease on Mississagi lighthouse

...continued from page

said Ms. Van Every. “By
operating the lighthouse, it
would be good for not just
Western Manitoulin but all
of Manitoulin.”

The lighthouse has been
closed since the COVID-19
pandemic and had been
previously operated by
Destination Manitoulin Is-
land (DMI).

1 were doing an assessment
of all lighthouses; this
has been done and they
are reviewing the report,”
said Ms. Van Every. “We
have expressed interest in
operating this (Mississa-
gi) lighthouse.” She noted
DFO has said some work
has been carried out on the
lighthouse.
Ms. Van Every indicated

DCIA is looking for a long-

“DFO has told us they {erm lease. “There is no

ESTATE FIREARMS SPECIALISTS FIREARMS
WANTED FOR OUR 2024 AUCTION PROGRAM

Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, Antiques, Militaria,
Collections, Estates, Single Items for Auction
or Possible Purchase

CONTACT: SWITZER’'S AUCTION
Toll-Free 1-800-694-2609

Email Us @ sales@switzersauction.com

Visit Us @ www.switzersauction.com

point doing all this work if
we don’t have a long-term
lease.”

“The DCIA made an ap-
plication to DFO to acquire
a long term lease for the
operation of the Mississagi
Lighthouse. This has been
a long process, but it is one
which we feel will soon be
complete,” a DCIA release
explains. “Now comes the
hard work. We hope we can
count on you (members of
the public) to make this
dream a reality.”

“We are seeking in-
dividuals that would be
interested in volunteer-
ing their time to sit on a
working committee that
would work closely with
the members of the DCIA
to carry out the business
plan which includes reju-
venation of the grounds
and buildings,” said DCIA.

“We are also seeking in-
dividuals and/or business-

NOTICE BOARD

14 Water Street East (Post Office Building)
Town of NEMI PO. Box 608 Little Current, ON POP 1KO

NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN & THE lSI..nNI]S'
\

Tender Opportunity

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands is looking for tender
prices for the installation of a new sidewalk to be constructed along
Hayward and Park Streets for a distance of 390 metres.

A full tender document is available on our website:

www.townofnemi.on.ca

Please forward tenders to: pmyers@townofnemi.on.ca
Closing Date is April 15 at 12:00 noon
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

Tender Opportunity

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands is looking for the
supply and delivery of a 90 hp wood chipper.
Full tender document is available on our website:

www.townofnemi.on.ca

Please forward tenders to: pmyers@townofnemi.on.ca
Closing Date March 28 at 12:00 noon
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

NEMI Summer Jobs

Are you 16 years old or older and looking for summer employment?
We have a number of positions available including:
Marina, Museum and Information Centre
Forward your resume to: pmyers@townofnemi.on.ca

Join us at the Recreation Centre for some of our

upcoming sessions...

Contact : Ihallaert@townofnemi.on.ca for more information.
What's happening at the NEMI Rec Centre?
FREE Skating: Tuesdays: Adults 1-2:30pm Public 3:15-5:00pm
Winter Walking: Monday to Friday 12:30-2:00pm
Sit Fit: Tuesdays: 1:00pm and Thursdays 11:30am
NEMI Rec Centre Activities
Pickle Ball for experienced players
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 9:00am-12:00pm
Thursday: 6:30pm-8:30pm
Annual NEMI Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30 at 11:00am sharp.
Bring the children out to the Centennial Museum,
10862 Highway 6, Sheguiandah.
Bring a basket or bag to collect your eggs in!
Seniors' Easter Luncheon

Upstairs at the NEMI Rec Centre.
Join us for a free lunch and socialize with other seniors.

March 28 at noon.

Call 705-862-2538 to reserve your spot.

The Mississagi Lighthouse in Meldrum Bay.

house, campground and
surrounding  properties
are a Manitoulin Island
treasure that we want to
share with locals and visi-
tors. The assistance of our
local community members,
businesses, municipalities,
and first nations are need-
ed now more than ever.”
Ms. Van Every said she
does not know if any First

es that would be interested
in volunteering their time
and resources for labour
to bring the site back into
operating condition,” said
Ms. Van Every. She said
some of these volunteer op-
portunities include, but are
not limited to, fundraising,
marketing, customer ser-
vice, physical labour such
as grass cutting, painting/
staining, landscaping,
carpentry, handy person

jobs.”

“That’s the point of the
public meeting we will be
holding in April,” said Ms.
Van Every. “We need to
form a working commit-
tee of DCIA. We have the
ability to sign a lease. We
need to find people who are
legitimately interested in
getting the lighthouse up
and running again. This is
just a beginning.”

“The Mississagi Light-

Nations have interest in
the lighthouse property.

The public meeting will
take place at 11 am on
Saturday, April 6 at the
Meldrum Bay Community
Hall.

Derek Stephens said
DMI had the previous
lease for the lighthouse. He
pointed out his name had
been on the lease with DFO
but he had turned it back.
“I signed it back over to
DFO.”

..Michael’s Bay Rd. needs big upgrade

...continued from page 9

I don’t pay enough taxes. When I said
I pay $7,200 in taxes I was told the next
time I complained I would be paying
even more.”

“And the boat launch is down here,”
said Ms. Leeson, who has retired as a
registered nurse at the Wikwemikong
Nursing Home. “One morning at 6 am, I
met 13 huge trucks with big fishing boats
attached to them. The township said
they would close the boat launch until
the spring; we’ve asked and it is still
not closed off,” she continued. “I don’t
know what we are going to do, maybe we
should get together and file a civil suit
against the township.”

“We have heard complaints about the
road from a lot of people,” said Reeve
Deforge. “We are planning to do some
work,” he said. He explained the actual
length of the entire road that needs work

is eight kilometres. To dig the road up
and repair it will cost about $8 million,
“which is a lot of money,” he said. “But
we are going to start work this year to
get something done. My hope this year
is to put ditches in, but to look at getting
the ditches in we need permission from
all the landowners.”

Michael’s Bay Road is a road that,
due to classification standards, is not
required to be maintained. However,
Reeve Deforge acknowledged something
needs to be done with so many residents
living on the road, and how bad the road
is. “Quite frankly, our roads superinten-
dent can grade it one day and four days
later all the potholes are back. I know as
a kid there was no one driving their ve-
hicles down the road. But over the years,
Tehkummah has let building take place.
So, we need to take care of the road.”

3% MOTHERHOOD CIRCLE PROG

with Registered Physiotherapist Kelly Fleming

Date/Time: Thursday, March 28,2024
11:30am - 1:00pm

The Collective
19 Water St E, Little Current, ON POP 1KO

Location:

1-hour educational session followed by sacial time and
lunch

LIGHT LUNCH SERVED
Encouraged to bring your children/baby

Facilitator: Kelly Fleming
Registered Physiotherapist specializing in
Pelvic Health MNorthern Pelvic Connection
1G: @northern_pelvic_connection
FB: Morthern Pelvic Connection

“SPACE IS LIMITED

_Tq_mm-m:
Kristen Hanson
Mobile Wellness Promotion Facilitator
Wﬂmﬂﬂ@mimvimm
705-968-0182

For more information, visit Noojmowin-teg.ca or call (705) 368-0083

Kelly is a Registered Pelvic Health Physiotherapist
providing services to Manitoulin Island by virtual
and mobile means. Kelly
helps women of all ages,
including Indigenous

and Mon-Indigenous

peripartum individuals.
She helps women prepare

for labour and delivery

during pregnancy and helps

women postpartum with

incontinence, pain, prolapse,

diastasis, returning to

physical activity and more.

She is passionate about

improving the accessibility
of Pelvic Health Physiotherapy across Northern
Ontario and looks forward to helping her island
community.

HORTHERMN

PELVIC
COMMECTION
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...Kaelan home safe and sound after spending night in freezing conditions

...continued from page 1

This wasn’t the first time that Kaelan
had been the centre of a frantic search,
however, when he was just past being a
toddler he went missing, only to be later
found hiding in the trunk of his moth-
er’s car. It wasn’t until he popped the
seat from inside that they discovered
his hiding place.

There was good reason Mr. Shawana
was unconcerned about Kaelan’s head-
ing outside to play this time, even should
he leave the yard to visit the play struc-
tures at a nearby park. Kaelan’s track
pants were fitted with an Angelsave
tracking device that allows his parents
to see where he is going on their smart-
phones. The tracker sends Kaelan’s par-
ents a notification when he leaves the
property—no such alert had occurred.

“It was getting later and was dark
outside, so I decided it was time for
Kaelan to come in,” recalled Mr. Shawa-
na. He called for his son, but there was
no response. Going upstairs to check
Kaelan’s room, Mr. Shawana discovered
to his distress that his son had changed
clothes before going outside to play. His
tracker was there on the floor, still at-
tached to his track pants.

Kaelan’s parents explained that the
tracker cannot be easily removed from
his clothing, needing a special key to
unlock the device. “It’s kind of like
the things they attached to clothes in a
store,” said Mr. Shawana. Kaelan had
learned how to remove the device, so his
parents began hiding the key.

After searching the immediate area
looking for his son, checking out the
playground equipment where he was
wont to play, and as by this time it was
getting very late, Mr. Shawana became
concerned and called the police. The re-
sponse was swift and thorough.

“They began by searching the house,”
said Mr. Shawana, then the police be-
gan to fan out. As the search expanded
through the night, over 30 police offi-
cers, Conservation Officers and both the
OPP and MNR canine units, a host of
infrared equipped drones from nearby
Wiikwemkoong and the OPP helicopter

would become engaged in the search.

Kaelan’s mother, Janice Peltier ar-
rived from her home in Wiikwemkoong
to hold vigil as well.

“She was beside herself,” said Mr. Sha-
wana, who was adamant that Kaelan’s
mother be acknowledged as well.

As word of Kaelan’s disappearance
spread online, a host of friends, neigh-
bours and even concerned strangers be-
gan arriving to help with the search—al-
though at first they were unable to take
part. “The police don’t want untrained
people involved at the start as they
could mess up his tracks,” noted Mr.
Shawana.

The police then instituted a grid-like
search of the area on foot and with the
aid of drones and helicopter whirring
overhead.

Kaelan’s Manitoulin Special Olym-
pics (MSO) family were there as well,
making coffee and providing support to
the family as they waited.

Thanks to the wet early spring weath-
er, Mr. Shawana was able to supply the
police with a clear imprint of Kaelan’s
footprint that proved invaluable in iden-
tifying his tracks. Kaelan is very dis-
tinctive, being 230 pounds and standing
at six-foot-six and his shoes are a compa-
rable size 13.

As the hours went by and the night
grew colder, Kaelan’s parent’s anxiety
grew. They knew their child was ill-
equipped to deal with the ordeal and
lightly dressed in the sub-zero tempera-
tures.

Adding to their concern are the near-
by shores of Manitowaning Bay, with its
chancy ice cover.

“We deliberately avoid taking Kaelan
out on the ice,” said Ms. Shawana-McK-
enzie. “Although we would like to be
able to go ice fishing, we don’t want
Kaelan thinking going out on the ice is
anormal thing to do.”

Asthe frantic night passed, there were
sightings reported. One nearby neigh-
bour reported seeing Kaelan shortly
after news broke of his disappearance.
“We knew it was him because he is very
distinctive,” said Mr. Shawana, “wear-
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ing an orange shirt.” Not to mention
standing at over six-and-a-half feet. That
was on Monkhouse Road, a considerable
distance from the Shawana home.

Not long after news of Kaelan’s dis-
appearance, Mr. Shawana received a
call from Wiikwemkoong’s Information
Technology manager Mike McCormick
offering the community’s search drones
to assist.

When police are searching for a lost
person, the approach of an officer to the
door can up anxiety. MSO coach Janice
Anning said that her stomach dropped
as she opened the door for the officer.
“We found him,” were the officer’s first
words, followed by confirmation that
Kaelan was alive.

He had been found by the helicopter,
although the K-9 units were closing in
by that point as well. Cold, shivering
with hypothermia, wet and disorient-
ed, but in thankful answer to the host of
prayers being offered across Manitoulin
and beyond, he is alive.

Kaelan’s body speaks testimony to his
ordeal through the night, cut, battered
and covered in bruises that are still ap-
pearing on his torso, but not so worse
for wear.

The ambulance came, but the family
had already loaded Kaelan into the car
for the trip to the hospital. “Loud nois-
es and lights are triggers for him,” ex-
plained Ms. Shawana-McKenzie. “We
didn’t know how he would react to being
put in the ambulance.”

“He was obviously hypothermic,” said
Ms. Shawana-McKenzie, a former EMS
worker. She tried to convince Kaelan to
get into the shower, but all he wanted
was his bed. “Have you ever tried to get
a six-foot-six, 230-pound man to do some-
thing he doesn’t want to?”

Kaelan’s fur-lined boots were filled
with water, squishing with every step
and the rest of his clothes were equally
soaked. In his hands he still clutched
his favourite green dinosaur stuffy, bat-
tered and dirty but his faithful compan-
ion through the night.

Mr. Shawana climbed into bed beside
his son to use body heat to help warm

—
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him up. “I was spooning him,” he chuck-
led. “He was looking at me strange and
I explained that I was trying to warm
him up.” That did the trick, as Kaelan
relented and got up and stepped into the
shower.

“He collapsed on the floor of the show-
er,” said Ms. Shawana-McKenzie. “I just
let the water run over him.”

Eventually, the shivering subsid-
ed and Kaelan’s body temperature re-
turned to normal.

“The police were awesome,” shared
Mr. Shawana, who was able to see the
search pattern underway on the police
computer screen. Kaelan had walked
over 22 Kilometres during the night.

As Mr. Shawana shook police officers’
hands, thanking them for helping to
save his son, they in turn thanked him.
“They were so thankful things turned
out alright,” he said. “Things rarely
turn out well in these kinds of search-
es.”

“We are so grateful to the police, MNR,
MSO and all the people who came out to
help, who offered their prayers and sup-
port,” said Mr. Shawana, a sentiment
shared by his spouse.

The Shawana’s home is equipped with
doorbell cameras, special locks that
make it challenging to open the doors
to the outside, as well as the aforemen-
tioned tracking device. (Another track-
er has also been ordered and plans are
in place to prevent another untracked
adventure.) “We will be putting his
clothes away that don’t have a tracker,”
noted Mr. Shawana.

The couple have tried bracelets and
other types of tracking devices, but
Kaelan takes them off. Even putting
them on his T-shirts has proven prob-
lematic, as he tears the cloth off leaving
an 80s-style workout shirt remains.

Kaelan was too shy to pose for a pho-
to with his relieved parents and spent
most of the interview in his room, only
coming down to collect a quick snack.
But that is okay, he is home safe.

time is right
around the corner!
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A sectiono lakefront om the andyPoint subdivision in Assiinack.

...real estate developer frustrated

...continued from page 1

The Sandy Point subdivision would
have a total of 48 waterfront lots, with
a marina. Ten lots have been developed
and home construction has taken place.
There are 38 remaining lots requiring
approval.

Mr. Chandler said no changes had been
made from the first and second portion of
the development so he is mystified why a
positive response has not been provided
by the township. “It feels like a personal
grudge. We signed a subdivision agree-
ment in April 2022. The township sent a
letter to the planning board in July 2022
stating that they were satisfied with the
first phase of the development. Now that
the first part of the project is complete,
they (township) refuse to move forward
on the same terms as the first phase.”
He pointed out, “we have had zero com-
plaints brought to us about the first
phase that they took ownership of, so it
is baffling, to say the least.”

Mr. Chandler said as for the next steps
in the process, “We have millions of dol-
lars invested and can’t sit on the devel-
opment forever, so we will weigh our op-
tions for the property going forward. If
there is no light at the end of the tunnel,

then a sale or donation of the lands may
prove to be the only alternative. There is
always demand for a 700-acre site with
waterfront.”

“My biggest concern is for the taxpay-
ers in Assiginack,” said Mr. Chandler.
“The creation of these vacant waterfront
lots should immediately increase the
municipal tax revenue by approximate-
ly two percent, and upwards of 10 per-
cent once the lots are fully developed.
Taxpayers in the township could be
missing out on significant tax benefits if
this site contributes zero tax revenue in
the future.”

“The entire situation is frustrating
for us since we have followed every in-
struction the township has given to us,
to our detriment, despite several obsta-
cles that they have put in our way,” said
Mr. Chandler. “The lot creation is just
the start of a bigger picture. There are
homes to be built and we have 600 plus
acres left over with a marina that we had
planned to invest in.”

Brenda Reid, mayor of Assiginack
when asked about the concerns raised
said, “I can’t talk about it. I can’t discuss
it,” she said, noting the issue is in the
township’s lawyer’s hands.
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Streams Improvement Association last week.

RIGHT: Right from the tree! E.J. Gilmore gets a taste of
maple sap at the maple tapping event hosted by Manitoulin

Streams Improvement Association last week.

Youngsters were aII smlles and one even gave the thumbs [},
up sign to the maple tapping event hosted by Manitoulin i

Manitoulin Streams hosts maple tappmg event

by Tom Sasvari
KAGAWONG—Youngsters from around
Manitoulin Island took part in a ma-
ple tapping event hosted by Manitou-
lin Streams Improvement Association
(MSIA) on Wednesday of last week.
“This was the (MSIA) Youth Rangers
second year hosting the maple tapping
event and we had 38 kids registered from
Gore Bay all the way to Little Current,”
stated Liam Campbell, environmental
technologist with MSIA. “We started by
learning about the process of tapping
maple trees, how to identify them, as
well as telling the youth the history of

THE WEEKLY
WORD SEARCH

Brought to you by:

maple syrup.”

After a pizza lunch provided by Bridal
Veil Variety and The Kag, “the kids got
into groups or pairs and were each given
their own bucket and spile, which were
generously lent to us by Lee Hayden (of
Gordon/Barrie Island) who makes and
sells maple syrup out of Ice Lake.”

The youngsters had to identify their
own maple tree with Mr. Campbell then
put the spile in the tree.

“All of the trees were running, and the
kids were able to collect full water bot-
tles full of sap to take home,” added Mr.
Campbell.
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Naandwechige-Gamig hosts Inspire: Strong Indigenous Kweok seminar

by Jacqueline M.
St. Pierre,
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
WIIKWEMKOONG—In-
digenous women of all
ages gathered in Wiik-
wemkoong to celebrate
themselves at “Inspire:
Strong Indigenous
Kweok Seminar.” The
event was hosted by
Naandwechige-Gamig
Health Centre’s Health
Promotion and Preven-
tion and organized by
Courtney Wassegijig.
Indigenous women from
across various commu-
nities gathered at the
Wiky Arena in Wiik-
wemkoong to celebrate
empowerment and resil-
ience. The event aimed
to inspire Indigenous
women to see beyond the
challenges imposed by
colonialism.
Presentations in the
categories of “‘Women in
Business,” “Women in
Health” and “Women in
Sport” were the focus
of the seminar featur-

ing speakers Skyeanne
Trudeau, owner and
operator of Sweets and
Treats and single moth-
er of two of Manitoulin
Island, Dr. Erin Peltier,
Sudbury based physi-
cian of Wiikwemkoong,
Marian Jocko Ontario
Ministry of the Attor-
ney General Indigenous
Justice Division and
Director Board of Hock-
ey Canada hailing from
Wiikwemkoong, Chef
Hiawatha Osawamick of
Hiawatha’s Restaurant,
Sharlene Webkamigad,
registered nurse in In-
digenous Health in Sud-
bury, as well as Kelly
Babstock, Women’s Uni-
versity Hockey also of
Wiikwemkoong.

The intent of the very
well attended seminar
was to fire the imagina-
tion and to energize In-
digenous women of the
territory to see them-
selves outside of statis-
tics and tragedy caused
by colonialism, and the
prominent speakers did

Hiawatha Osawamic

just that, speaking from
a wealth of lived experi-
ence marked not only by
hardships but by com-
munity love and person-
al triumphs.

Ms. Jackoraised her el-
dest child as a single par-
ent while earning three
University degrees, in-
cluding a Master’s de-
gree in Social Work and
a law degree from the
University of Toronto.
While working full-time
as a lawyer and rais-

Saturday, April 20th
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Sharlene Webkamigad

ing three children, Ms.
Jacko obtained her Mas-
ter of Law degree from
York University in 2005.
She spoke of “quitting
law school every day”
but persevering through
many hardships, per-
haps most relatable to
Indigenous women. Mar-
ian has spent her entire
24-year legal career tire-
lessly working on behalf
of children and Indige-
nous peoples.

Ms. Jacko strongly
believes in communi-
ty service, serving on
many non-profit orga-
nizations’ boards and
advisory committees
over the years. Cur-
rently, she is the Presi-
dent of the Little Native
Hockey League, ”“Little
NHL,” and President of
Anishnawbe Health of
Toronto. She also joins a
volunteer Board of Men-
tors with the Future of
Hockey Lab whose work
is committed to val-
ues-based social innova-
tion and culture change
while growing the game
of ice hockey.

She also spoke of sex-
ism within the sport of
hockey, and the yearn-
ing she felt as a young
woman to play. While
she did not personally
play hockey, her daugh-
ters did and she became
a coach and then went

Northern Ontario Women
Femmes du Nord de l'Ontario

The NOW Program is excited to announce the
relaunching of its SME funding initiative!

What is the NOW Program’s SME Initiative?
The NOW Program’s SME (Small-Medium
Enterprise) Initiative is a funding program aimed
at stimulating Northern Ontario women-owned/
women-led businesses by assisting with the cost
of one-time professional services, the cost of
setting up mentoring/coaching relationships and
the cost of education courses which align with
the applicant’s business needs.

Who is eligible to apply for NOW funding?
Women entrepreneurs located throughout
Northern Ontario.

Where can | find more information about the
NOW Program?

To find out more information about the NOW
Program, please visit the NOW Program website
(www.nowprogram.ca) or contact Susan Whynott,
NOW Program Coordinator at now®lambac.org.

Follow us on FB @ ‘Northern Ontario
Women - NOW Program’

Northern Ontario Women
Femmes duNord de l'Ontario

Le programme NOW est ravi d’annoncer la relance de
son initiative de financement pour les PME!

Qu’est-ce que l'Initiative PME du programme NOW?
Linitiative PME (petites et moyennes entreprises) du
programme NOW est un programme de financement
visant a stimuler les entreprises appartenant ou
dirigées par des femmes du Nord de I’Ontario en
aidant a couvrir le colit de services professionnels
ponctuels, le coat de I'établissement de relations de
mentorat/coachage et le coit des cours de
formation qui correspondent aux besoins
commerciaux du candidat.

Qui est éligible pour postuler au financement NOW?
Femmes entrepreneures situées dans tout le Nord
de I'Ontario.

Ou puis-je trouver plus d’informations sur le
programme NOW?

Pour en savoir plus sur le programme NOW, veuillez
visiter le site Web du programme NOW
(www.nowprogram.ca) ou contacter Susan Whynott,
coordonnatrice du programme NOW a
now®lambac.org.

Suivez-nous sur FB @ ‘Programme NOW Women -
NOW Program’

on to become President
of the Little NHL, who
hosted their 50th anni-
versary tournament in
Markham Ontario last
week.

She believes in the
power of hockey as a
sport to lift up Indige-
nous Youth and com-
munities and to change
them from viewing
themselves as a statistic.

“When our people are
involved in some way,
shape or form with the
justice system...accused
or in custody and I read
about statistics like
Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and
Girls (MMIW2SG) 1
think about that we are
12 times more likely to
go missing just because
we are Indigenous. And
I feel that we need to
start changing that nar-
rative, we have to do
this to change that nar-
rative. Instead of say-
ing we are twelve times
more likely to go missing
or murdered, how about
we do things that make
the narrative ‘we are 12
times more likely to play
the provincial women’s
hockey league, to be suc-
cessful at your chosen
career, at your skills,
your trades or whatev-
er the case is. You got-
ta start doing things to
change that narrative
and for me, I firmly be-
lieve its through Indige-
nous hockey that we can
have our young people
change that narrative,”
Ms. Jacko stated em-
phatically and to great
applause.

Chef Hiawatha Osawa-
mick, owner and opera-
tor of Hiawatha’s Restau-
rant and Marina located
in Capreol, Ontario and
“Turtle Island’s Caterer”
also spoke with great
conviction, opening her
presentation by stating
“don’t be afraid to try
something big and new,”
encouraging the wom-
en of her community to
step out of their comfort
zones and when present-
ed with opportunities to
“just say yes, and figure
the rest out later,” while
also cautioning that im-
mediate success is not
typical and that consis-
tency and perseverance
is necessary for long
term success.

She regaled attendees
with her story about her
bid for World Indige-
nous Peoples Conference
on Education in 2017 for
2800 guests being held
in Toronto for the very
first time. She went for
the interview in Six Na-
tions of the Grand River
and was told there were
three slots for the event,
boxed lunches for 2800
people, the main course
for 2800 hundred peo-
ple and then the closing
ceremony for the same
number of attendees.

“So I gave my inter-
view and was told ‘well
we can pick you for
one or we can not pick
you for any’ so I said,
well give the 2800 boxed
lunches, thinking I'd ask
for the easier one. That
was what I was hoping
for, just give me the easy
one,”” Ms. Osawamick
laughed.

“But then (the orga-
nizer) came back to me
a week later and she told
me she picked me for all
three. So I just told her,
yes! So going back to
that quote from the be-
ginning, ‘don’t be afraid
to try something big and
new and just say yes’, so
at that time, I just said
yes and then hung up the
phone and thought ‘oh
gosh what did I just do?”

Ms. Osawamick went
on to rent all of the
kitchen and staff neces-
sary to make the event
a success, which led to
more opportunities to
make her mark in the
culinary world. As her
business has expanded,
she travels Turtle Island
catering events and hir-
ing Indigenous youth
from within the commu-
nities where she trav-
els, inspiring and giving
opportunities to young
people to try their hand
in the culinary business.
Some have gone on to
pursue careers in the
field, while others have
had the learned experi-
ence to know it is not for
them.

When the opportunity
to take over the marina
and restaurant came up,
Ms. Osawamick jumped
at the chance to make
a presentation to Chief
and Council. “I just
spoke from the heart
about my experience and
my mom’s experience
(in traditional cooking),
we’re well known and
what we have to offer
and just being ourselves
and who we are and let-
ting that speak for itself.
Out of the five (hopefuls)
we were picked and so
we purchased the restau-
rant and the marina last
year. We were open for
one full year as of Octo-
ber and in that first year
we had to relocate the
gas station so we decid-
ed to open a new gas sta-
tion instead. And I was
saying to myself, ‘how
am I getting into the gas
station business’ I don’t
know anything about
fuel. But I'm very grate-
ful to have had mentors
like my cousin Mark, my
aunt Bev, my aunt Ger-
tie all growing up with
these supports.” Ms.
Osawamick emphasized
the importance of ask-
ing for help and support
along the way.

The event, which saw a
remarkable turnout cre-
ated an ambiance of cel-
ebration of Indigenous
culture and achieve-
ments. Throughout the
seminar, attendees were
inspired by the stories
of resilience, determi-
nation, and community
support shared by the
speakers, reaffirming
the strength and poten-
tial of Indigenous wom-
en across the territory.

As Indigenous commu-
nities continue to strive
for empowerment and
resilience, events like
the “Inspire: Strong In-
digenous Kweok Semi-
nar” serve as a beacon of
hope and inspiration, en-
couraging individuals to
pursue their dreams and
create positive change
within their communi-
ties.
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DEBAJEHMU]JIG STORYTELLERS PRESENTS
13TH ANNUAL

SEED SWAP

“SHARING OUR CULTURAL PRACTICES”

BILL GREEN

EVERETT GREEN

10Vid dNo

FRONT GALLERY DINER: FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS

FISH FRY & STORYTELLING: MANITOULIN STREAMS
SEED SWAPPING: OUR SEEDS ARE YOUR SEEDS

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING: WITH KERRY & COURTNEE

YOUTH & ELDER FASHION SHOW:
LITTLE'FEAJHER CO.

PRESENTATIONS: JENN MEZEI-POLLINATOR GARDENS
ROLANDA MANITOWABI-CLAYPOT ARTIST
COLEN MCKEEVER-FOOD WASTE DIVERSION

wn
<<
O
C
A
O
—
>
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m

MUSICIANS: SABRINA MANITOWABI & RICK MAUTI

VENDORS: RAINBOW FARM NORTH & MANITOULIN PLANTS

![Iiilﬂuemhuu

needed Territor ||q E‘b.;% fOI‘ the Arts

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de I'Ontario

i+l . ) ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
Canadi &R conece concllOA ittt lov
%

MARCH 23, 2024 DEBAJEHMU]J]IGC CREATION CENTRE

Pebajehmulig 43 QUEEN ST. MANITOWANING
1T0AM-5PM

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT 705-859-1820
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Central CAO responds to Tracy Road development concerns

by Michael Erskine

CENTRAL MANITOULIN—AnR email chain between res-
idents concerned about a planned 39-lot subdivision de-
velopment on the shores of Lake Mindemoya has posed
many concerns and questions about the plan.

The owner of the Tracey Road property where the de-
velopment is currently taking shape, although permis-
sion for the subdivision has not yet been forthcoming, is
listed as Split Crow Partners Ltd, care of Lee Kieswetter.
A group of residents who live near the planned develop-
ment have been voicing concerns and seeking to make
presentations outlining their concerns, many of which
have been previously reported in The Expositor (‘Pro-
posed 39-lot Mindemoya Lake subdivision prompts water
concerns and opposition to the development’ Page 1, Feb-
ruary 7).

Central Manitoulin CAO Denise Deforge reached out to
the members of the chain in order to clear up misconcep-
tions and address some of the concerns being expressed.

Ms. Deforge noted that “The lands in question are part
of a proposed subdivision application. The applicant has
applied to the planning board, the application is still in
process.” She went on to note that it is the planning board
that “can answer any questions regarding this applica-

tion and the planning process.”

Ms. Deforge pointed out that the land is “currently pri-
vately owned, and land clearing and road building on pri-
vate lands is allowed, regardless of the stage of the appli-
cation or the outcome of the application.” But cautioned
that “work on the lands is not an indication of a foregone
conclusion of a positive outcome to the application.”

In response to concerns about brush burning at the pro-
posed site, the CAO pointed out that “the applicant has
obtained proper permits to burn brush for the purpose of
land clearing. The applicant has personnel at the fire and
fire suppression equipment is on site. Our fire chief has
visited the site and approved the burning site.”

When it comes to the archaeological assessment of the
site: “the applicant has submitted an archaeological as-
sessment with the planning board and with the Ontario
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Indus-
tries (MHSTCI). The whole property does not require a
stage 3 assessment. Section 8 of the archaeological report
identifies the areas for Stage 3 assessment and the buffer
area required. The MHSTCI regulates the requirements
for work near archaeological sites, not the municipality.”

To the undoubted dismay of the concerned residents,
Ms. Deforge notes that “the applicant has not done any-

Downed streetlamp causes mass Eastlink outages

MANITOULIN—A problem with a streetlight in Little
Current has caused a cascade effect of problems for East-
link customers across Manitoulin Island and the North
Shore.

According to Hydro One media spokesperson Tiziana
Baccega Rosa, on Wednesday, March 13, the arm of a mu-
nicipal streetlight came down on Meredith Street in Little
Current which caused damage to Hydro One’s distribu-
tion line below. Crews made repairs to the section of line
that was damaged.

At 3 am Friday morning, Hydro One again received a
call that the same distribution line had once again bro-
ken. Crews replaced the whole section of line at 6 am Fri-
day morning. It was this power line that also caused dam-
age to the Eastlink line for the second time.

“Inspection crews are on-site now and once done, East-
link can come in and fox their equipment,” Ms. Baccega
Rosa said last Friday.

“Today’s service disruption is the second this week,
both caused by third party fires impacting our network,”
Eastlink media spokesperson Jill Liang told this newspa-
per on Friday of last week. “Although out of our control,
we are doing everything we can to complete this latest re-
pair as quickly as we can and expect to have services back

up this evening.”

The Mindemoya Site of Manitoulin Health Centre was
significantly impacted by the landline telephone and in-
ternet outage affecting the Island. A press release sent out
Friday afternoon told patients that while they may not be
able to get through to the hospital by phone, the emergen-
cy department remains open 24 hours a day.

Service was returned to Eastlink customers at approxi-
mately 9:30 pm Friday evening.

Eastlink crews work to restore service to customers on Friday,
March 15. The issue was rooted in power and Eastlink lines on
Meredith Street in Little Current.

thing to which the municipality can issue a stop work
order.”

While the upset residents have expressed concern that
the development appears to be “a done deal” given the
work being done and positive opinions being initially ex-
pressed by some Central Manitoulin councillors, Mayor
Richard Stephens (who also sits on the Manitoulin Plan-
ning Board but does not speak for that organization) is
adamant that is far from being the case.

“We will look at all concerns being expressed and the
information being presented to us before we make any de-
cision on whether the development will go forward,” he
said during an earlier interview.

“It is important to remember this presentation of the
application is just a first step (and the first time the plan-
ning board has been presented with plans),” noted MPB
chair Ken Noland when the project was first presented to
the planning board in February. “There will be several
more meetings to take place, including Central Manito-
ulin considering a subdivision agreement and the board
holding more meetings.”

MHC to close COVID-19

assessment centre March 22

LITTLE CURRENT—The Manitoulin Health Centre
(MHC) COVID-19 assessment centre is slated to close on
Friday, March 22. The decision to close the assessment
centre comes as funding for the program has not been re-
newed by the province.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic the
MHC assessment centre has provided safe and timely ac-
cess to COVID-19 testing.

“At the beginning of the pandemic we had the assess-
ment centres at both our hospitals in Mindemoya and Lit-
tle Current,” said Paula Fields, MHC president and chief
executive officer (CEO). “As the pandemic prolonged we
were not able to staff both hospital site assessment cen-
tres due to human resource limitations so we located the
(one) assessment centre in Little Current.” She also not-
ed the province has discontinued funding all assessment
centres in Ontario.

Ms. Fields also explained, “we have seen the volumes
of patients (receiving the COVID-19 testing) drastically
reduce over the past six months.”

“It is important to note that COVID is still in our com-
munities, and we urge anyone who feels unwell to con-
tinue taking precautions to help limit the spread of respi-
ratory ailments,” said Ms. Fields, thanking the staff for
their work.
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Noojmowin Teg
Health Centre
A place of healing

TRADITIONAL
HEALTH GATHERING

“Reviving Our Traditions & Culture”

¢ ARCHERY

e PAINTING

e LANGUAGE

e STORY TELLING

e SEED STARTING

* POW WOW FITNESS

e CEDAR FOOT SOAKS

e LAND BASED LEARNING

Date: Saturday, March 23, 2024
Time: 10:00am - 6:00pm

*Lunch & Dinner to be served
** Indoor & outdoor activities!

Location:
Lakeview School
18 Lakeview Dr

M'Chigeeng First Nation Registration Encouraged

Open to all Communities!

To register, contact: PRIZES YOU COULD WIN!

Tammy Gordon e ADULT & CHILD BIKE PACKAGE
Traditional Intake/Care Coordinator e ADULT & CHILD GOLF MEMBERSHIP
Tammy.Gordon@noojmowin-teg.ca e $500 FRESHMART GROCERY CARD
Lo SeCUl e TABLE TOP PATIO HEATER & CHAIRS

For more information, visit Noojmowin-teg.ca or call (705) 368-0083




Wednesday, March 20, 2024

THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR — PAGE 19

Historic Chrism Mass held at Witkkwemkoong’s Hol

by Michael Erskine
WIIKWEMKOONG—Holy Cross Church
is celebrating 150 years of service to the
Wiikwemkoong community this year
and Bishop Thomas Dowd, head of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Sault Ste.
Marie and a self-confessed history buff,
decided that called for something special
to celebrate.

Each year, the diocese holds a special
mass to bless the three holy oils used for
anointing during the sacraments of the
church. Of those three oils, the oil of the
sick, the oil of the catechumens and the
holy chrism oil, the first two are simply
blessed, but the latter and most “import-
ant,” the chrism oil, must be consecrat-
ed by a bishop. It was his hope that this
year, following consultation with the
pastor and the Holy Cross parish coun-
cil, that mass would be held in Wiikwem-
koong.

Bishop Dowd explained that Holy
Cross (long known as the Mother of Mis-
sions) is the oldest church in the North
and that, as each new parish descends

An overhead vew of the assembled clergy.

from a parent church, it could be de-
scribed as the mother or ancestor of ev-
ery parish in the North.

“This was the largest faith communi-
ty in the North when the first bishop,
Jean Francois Jamot, came North and
made it his base,” shared the bishop.
He noted that once the locks were being
built at Sault Ste. Marie, Bishop Jamot
decamped to that community as it was
more centrally located to the western
communities he also served.

The Chrism Mass, as it is known, at-
tracts nearly all the priests in the dio-
cese as well as a representative from
each parish. So, it came to be that near-
ly 60 priests decked in the full regalia
of their offices, filled many of the Holy
Cross pews last Wednesday where they
were joined by parish representatives
and members of the Wiikwemkoong
community.

Prior to the Chrism Mass, the priest
attended St. Bernard’s Church in Little
Current for a memorial mass for Father
George Gardner, who was the pastor
there for the past 17 years. Throughout
their stay on Manitoulin, the priests took
part in meetings at the Manitoulin Hotel
and Conference Centre in Little Current.

The parish delegates and priests
boarded waiting buses in Little Current
at the NEMI Rec Centre and the hotel
for the trip to Wiikwemkoong, which
for many was the highlight of their first
visit to the Island, while for others rep-

A procession of priests enters Holy Cross Church in Wiikkwemkoong to take part in a Chrism Mass
where the holy oils used in Catholic ceremonies is consecrated. The three oils are plant-based and

s0 need to be replaced every year.

photo by Michael Erskine

Danielle Roy-McDonald sings a song honouring
the four sacred medicines of the Anishinaabe.

) a7 )

Bishop Thomas Dowd concecrates the holy
oils.

resented a welcome trip back. Those fa-
miliar with Manitoulin could be heard
relating its history and significance to
their companions.

The buses stopped at Wiikwemkoong’s
Wasse Abin High School where their
passengers assembled in the school
gymnasium to hear presentations from
Wiikwemkoong elders and knowledge
keepers about the history of their com-
munity, drumming and dance demon-
strations (including intertribal dances
in which most of those assembled took
part in with enthusiasm—egged on by
the bishop himself).

“If the bishop can dance, you can
dance,” he exhorted. It didn’t really take
all that much inducement, however, and
soon nearly everyone was taking part.

Oil bearer Dianne Musgrove takes her container
to the altar.

The presentations began with welcom-
ing remarks by local parishioner Rosella
Kinoshemeg and Bishop Dowd, before
local knowledge keeper Stephen George
took those in attendance through an “el-
evator pitch” version of the history of
the community. “I have about half-an-
hour or so to talk to you, but I could go
on talking about this for days,” admitted
Mr. George.

His presentation included photo-
graphs of the original church (destroyed
by fire in the early part of the 20th Cen-
tury) and many of the original buildings.
Mr. George dispelled a common miscon-
ception about the ruins that stand beside
Holy Cross Church. “People think it was
aresidential school,” he said. “It wasn’t.”
He explained that although there was a

y Cross Church

girls’ residential school in the communi-
ty, it was located elsewhere and moved
to Spanish when it later burnt down.

Following the dance demonstrations
and presentations, a light lunch from
Prepped Manitoulin was served before
those attending reboarded buses for the
trip down the hill to Holy Cross.

The Chrism Mass itself began with a
procession of priestsand other clergy into
the church in full vestments—including
the Jesuit Father Superior, recognizable
by his traditional black robes. The pro-
cession was led by the youth altar server
bearing a cross-mounted staff.

The rites were conducted in Anishi-
naabemowin, English and French, the
latter of which would have been more
commonly heard than English in the ear-
liest days of the community. The Anishi-
naabe were closely allied for centuries
with the French during their struggles
with the English before allying with the
British rather than the Americans in the
later War of 1812.

Ms. Kinoshemeg conducted a purifica-
tion rite (commonly called “smudging”)
using the four sacred medicines (cedar,
sage, sweetgrass and tobacco) of the An-
ishinabek at the beginning of the mass.

Bishop Dowd explained that the three
oils that are at the centre of the mass
are always plant-based (“no 10-W-30,” he
quipped) and therefore must be replaced
each year lest they go rancid. One of the
aspects of this Chrism Mass that makes
it “historic” is that the chrism oil, the
most important of the three oils conse-
crated in the mass, is usually scented
with balsam—a Middle Eastern plant.
Instead, the new chrism oil was being
scented with cedar, one of the four medi-
cines sacred to the Anishinabe.

The mass was filled with song rising to
the heavens—thanks in part to the bish-
op’s request that parishes send delegates
with strong voices. In the end, that re-
quest was proven to be inspired. Bishop
Dowd took a few moments at the begin-
ning of the mass to practice some of the
sung responses with those attending.

The oils and bowls containing the sa-
cred medicines were processed to the al-
tar by designated bearers and prepared
before the gathering by the bishop and
his acolytes. Following the mass, dele-
gates gathered at the Daystar building to
collect their three bottles to take back to
their respective parishes.

Participants then reboarded buses for
the trip to the Wiikwemkoong Arena,
where a feast, sponsored by the chief
and council, was held. A giveaway at the
end of the evening consisted of a hand-
made wooden rosary and accompanying
“chat” verse consisting of the nine final
words of Jesus Christ on the cross.

.
Bishop Thomas Dowd joins Wiikwemkoong
elder Rosella Kinoshemeg for the opening
remarks at Wiikwemkoong High School.

Manitoulin’s Business Directory

Emmanuel Albrecht

For more information, call:
519-804-0441 ext. 113. Voicemail only.

Or visit: 10478 Highway 542, Spring Bay.
Open Saturday until established.

Book Now!

Sewing boat seafs, fops and covers.

miaQ.

— LAW —

REAL ESTATE - BUSINESS LAW - WILLS - ESTATES

47 Meredith Street, Box 388,
Gore Bay, ON POP 1HO
(249) 497-1010
mlalaw.ca

Legal Process Server for Small Claims, Civil,
Family Law and Landlord Tenant Board cases.
Professional and confidential service within

Manitoulin Island and Espanola area.
Affordable fees for self-represented litigants and law firms.

GERRARD PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS
Manitowaning, Manitoulin Island
gerrardprivateeye@gmail.com

call/text: 705-544-0044

To Advertise in the Business Directory email: sales@manitoulin.com phone: 705-368-2744 fax: 705-368-3822
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Manitoulin’s Business Directory

Manitoulin Eavestrough Inc.

WSIB Certified | Full Liability Coverage

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED
Please call 705-368-2562

THIS SPOT COULD BE YOURS!

Expositor ads get results

ME

Email Robyn at
sales@manitoulin.com
for more information before
this spot is gone!

O 226-750-3407

JD @jdconstruction__

CONSTRUCTIONO JD Construction

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
framing decks hang drywall
houses siding flooring
shops soffit/facia doors
new builds windows/doors trim
decks roofing renos

other: 16" dump trailer service/rental | telehandler service

MANITOULINSSY
CHRYSLER

Your Local Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep, Ram Dealer

6081 HWY 542 IN MINDEMOYA

&=Ezs Pre-Owned Vehicles

@&=Lz2 service for All Makes & Models
@Lg> Body Shop

M 705-377-6603 ¥ ManitoulinChrysler.com

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

‘@mﬁﬁn

N Building Products Inc.

 CALL TOLL FRE
W WW.TERRASTAR.

» OUTLET

¥ Proudly Made in the North

We Deliver
PRODUCT WARRANTY

-855-859-3637
C A

James Mayhew
northshoreeavestrough@gmail.com
705-282-3820

Shore (s T B
Eavestrough

Focused on the Supply, Installation, and Service
of 5" and 6" Eavestrough Systems |

Workmanship Guarantee

North Channel Financial
Services Inc.

Providing Creative Insurance Solutions
& Wealth Accumulation Strategies

+ W.E. (Bill) Wall CFP, CLU, CH.F.C - Principal
Affiliated with Canada Life & a range of Financial Companies
Your Chamber of Commerce group insurance representatives

bill@northchannelfinancial.com
Office: Fax:
705-377-6055 : 705-377-6056

1

B:)kerLink‘

Formerly Cambrian Insurance
Serving Manitoulin Island

Island Business Centre
9050 Unit C, Hwy 6
Little Current, ON POP 1K0
705-368-3600

43 Meredith St.
Gore Bay, ON POP 1HO
705-282-2351

www.brokerlink.ca

Michael T. Semeniuk J.D.

SEMENIUK LAW OFFICE

Serving Manitoulin and the North Shore
Tel: (705) 377-4663

semeniuklaw(@gmail.com
www.semeniuklaw.com

793 MANITOULIN
&Y TIMBER FRAMES
Traditional Timber Framing
Design & Build

(705) 282-7751
ManitoulinTimberFrames.ca

|_ FREELANDT CALDWELL REILLY LLP
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

ACCOUNTING | ASSURANCE | ADVISORY | TAX

Our experts help business owners
recognize opportunities, mitigate risks,
and manage growth.

30 McCulloch Dr., Espanola
3201 - 62 Frood Rd., Sudbury

fcrca.com
1(855) 363-3526

Cranston's Weree Services

* Tree removal/trimming
- Stump remaoval/brush chipping
- Lift services and barn repair
« Chainsaw safety training
- Lot and line clearing

cranstons@amtelecom.net
cranstontreeservices.tripod.com

Tom Cranston, Call fora ph/fax
SlaFeeics (705) 377-5079

Manitoulin Specialty Grading

All Types of Grading

Gravel Driveway Repair
Concrete Prep
Topsoil /. |
Driveway Installation Y (
Gravel Yards

Dan Zehr - (705) 859-1301 - Leave a Message

Spring Bay
AUTOMOBILE
APPRAISAL
S E RV IC E futomotive appraising since 1975

Classic Car & Truck Insurance
Estates

Appraisals for:
Service Ontario Vehicle Transfers -

Island-wide service to your location

wascroon.soose JS=859-2933

andreprobst@creativedesign.on.ca

email:

< Helpline

YOUR LOVED ONE IS MOST
VULNERABLE WHEN HOME ALONE

Access to immediate help with one push of a button!
» Sudbury Owned & Operated » No Minimum Rental Period « No Landline Required

(705) 523-7000 / 1-(800) 667-8019

www.helplinemedicalalarm.ca

Personal Income Tax

THE

Preparation
T ﬁ X 705-348-1982
abaran@thetaxguy.tax
GUY www.thetaxguy.tax

COLE CORBIERE

OWNER/OPERATOR

CPDEVELOPMENT22@GMAIL.COM 705-348-2773
» Landscaping » Site Development « Road Repair « Road Construction
« Grading * Trucking » Floating « Excavation « Drainage « Lot Clearing
» Forestry  Selective Cutting * Trenching And Much More!

To Advertise in the Business Directory email: sales@manitoulin.com phone: 705-368-2744 fax: 705-368-3822
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Private Word Classifieds: $8.00 for 25 Words + .10 per additional word
Business Word Classifieds: $30.00 for 25 Words + .40 per additional word
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PREPAID - CHEQUE OR CREDITCARD
All Word classifieds are now online at www.manitoulin.com
Births Announcements (Text Only) : FREE (Photo add $15)
DEADLINE (TO RECEIVE PROOF) - Thursday at 4:00 pm

The Manitoulin Expositor P.O. Box 369, Little Current, ON POP 1K0
Telephone: (705) 368-2744 Fax: (705) 368-3822 email: expositor@manitoulin.com

services services

North Star Concrete Forming
« Driveways

- Foundations

- Sidewalks

- Floating Pads

- Retaining Walls

- All Types of Excavating

Serving Manitoulin Island

Lloyd Albrecht 1 519-801-5653

Mike Phillips
Construction

» General contracting and building construction

» Excavation (lot clearing, landscaping, trenching, foundations, etc.)
» Cottage and home packages available

» Serving Manitoulin area for over 20 years

Call 705-863-2573
or email phillipsmj3@amtelecom.net
for your quote today!

W e

Tolo

THE PAPERMAN & PAPERDOLL
EXPRESS

If you need i, let us get it because driving is what we do.
@ @ o @ o @ @& o @& @

20 YEARS DELIVERY EXPERIENCE

INDEPENDENT COURIER FOR CANPAR

705-348-0265 - 16 Agnes Street, Gore Bay (@) 3

HELP WANTED!

Auto Service Technician / Apprentice / General Labourer

» Diagnostics « Tune Ups
» Tires = Suspensions
e Brakes  Exhaust « A/C
« Batteries » Safety Inspections

» Wheel Alignments
» Self Storage Units

On Top Of The Hill
Kagawong, ON
1428B Lakeshore Rd.

L LB =
ARE SPECIALISTS
705-282-CARS(2277)
office@jkautomotive.ca

Auto Care Centre

services

services

Serving Manitoulin Island since 2001

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

'PRO_?GAS'

energy services

MANITOULIN

705-377-6380

progas@progasenergy.com

TRANE Rinnai

Tank]ess Water Heaters

It’s Hard Th Stop A Thane!

Propane & Natural Gas
Sales| Service | Installation

Furnaces
Geo-Thermal

Air Exchangers
Stoves & Fireplaces
Cottage Service
Radiant Floor Heating
Propane Fridges

i Valor

Radiant Gas Fireplaces

www.progasenergy.com

MANITOULIN

705-618-2112 or 705-698-9599
$ OLD METAL =

¢«  Aluminum

e Copper
e Brass

e Steel

e Castlron

NEW MONEY $

Tin/Shred

Catalytic converters
Batteries

END OF LIFE VEHICLES

Entrance at Taylor Sawmill

TURN YOUR SCRAP INTO CASH
CONTACT us TODAY

services

%W MOORE’S

24 HR TOWING & RECOVERY

services

RON VANRAES - OWNER/OPERATOR
705-282-4701

In service since 1979! Best Rates on the Island!
‘Serving all of Manitoulin’

CLEAR
NORTH

CONSULTING
For all your small building design
needs call Clear North Consulting at
705-991-2277 or email us at:

cerskine@live.com.
BCIN#117405

O.BOND & SONS

Licensed Plumbers & Suppliers

Manitoulin
Plumbing Specialists
for over 80 years

divaLTec *All plumbing
A DELTA BHEUEWlE

repairs and suppliers

Mindemoya 705-377-5335

Dale Baker, Premier Skate Sharpener

Sharpening, profiling, flat V, heat moulding,
replace rivets etc.

Specializes in figure skate sharpening and sharpens knives, scissors,
chain saws, ice augers, lawn mowers blades, chisels, axes etc.

NOTE: We do not do circular saws, handsaws or planer blades.

62 Water St. E., Little Current
705-210-9210

bladesandthings@gmail.com
bladesandthings.ca

Just call to book an appointment

RESIDENTIAL <\
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS. =

CAMADA

PROTECTS THIS
NEIGHBOURHOOD

CANADA
PEST CONTROL DOWN TO A SCRENCE”

LAIDLEY STATIONERY

& OFFICE FURNITURE

We Have a Great Variety of Stationery Items
Ink and Toner « Office Furniture
Chairs « File Cabinets « Art Supplies

Open Monday to Friday - 9:00am - 5:00pm
705-368-2525

Located at 17 Campbell 5t. East, Little Current
info@laidley-stationery.ca

705-368-0200 » 5783 Bidwell Road

WE BUY ALL TYPES OF SCRAP

Scrap Metal » Aluminum e Copper « Brass « Tin
Vehicles « Farm Machines » Mixed Shred

slmmanitoulin.ca
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Knox United Church rummage
sale in Manitowaning is now
having “Bag Days.” Fill a large
bag for $5 or a small bag for $3.
The silent auction is also run-
ning again. Open Wednesdays
to Saturdays from 10 am to 3
pm. The rummage sale will be
closing on Saturday, March 23.

43-44p

Come one, come all to the Lit-
tle Current United Church Hall
on March 29 from 7 to 9 pm
(and every two weeks after that)
to enjoy George Williamson and
colleagues for a night of enter-
tainment. Donation towards
Manitoulin - Family ~ Resourc-

es Food Bank appreciated.
44-45p

Come join the Little Cur-
rent Royal Canadian Le-
gion for a breakfast brunch
on Sunday, April 7 from 10
am to 1 pm. $10 per person

42-45¢

The Wings are back at the
Royal Canadian Legion, Little
Current from 5 to 10 pm, down-
stairs, on Thursday, March
14 and Thursday, March 28.

42-44p

Kids’ Easter Dance, Fri-
day, March 29 from 6

to 8 pm. $5 per child.
42-45p

\\) services

Is alcohol a problem? AA
may be able to help. Meetings
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

@0} coming

—~g/ events

Spaghetti dinner, Saturday,-
March 23, 5 to 7 pm, at the
Kagawong Park Centre. $20
at the door, kids under 11,
$12. Take-out available. To
place a take-out order, con-
tact Diane  705-919-1751.

43-44p

An evening of Contem-
porary Inspirational Music,
Saturday, April 13 at 7 pm at
St. John’s Anglican Church,
Kagawong. Refreshments
provided, donations appreciat-
ed. Proceeds of fundraiser to
repair stained glass window.

44-47p

Little Current Fish and Game
Club Annual Spring Roast
Beef Dinner and Fundraiser
at the Little Current Legion on
Wednesday, April 3. Door Prize
and raffle; cocktails at 5 pm,
dinner served at 6 pm. Only
125 tickets available, $40 each,
dine in only. Serving roast beef
supplied, prepared and served
by the Burt Farm. Included is a
salad, main course and tea or
coffee. For more information
or tickets call President Lou
Shortt, 705-368-2446; Garry ElI-
liott, 705-368-3055 or Tony Fer-
ro, 705-936-6565. Or you can
pick up your tickets at The Man-
itoulin Expositor, Little Current.

44-45¢

@ notice

Gore Bay United Church
Food Cupboard is open every
Thursday from 12 noon to 3
pm. Come to the church side
door (facing McQuarrie Motors).
You will be invited into the Food
Cupboard to choose your food
items. If you don't have a bag,
there are some available. If you
have any questions, please call
705-282-2011. Messages are
checked daily. Everyone is wel-
come.

Tfn

Donate your old car or truck
or farm tractor, etc., or even an
old metal boat to our church.
We can send a truck right to you
to pick these up, and in return
you will receive an income tax
receipt for the scrap value of
your donation to St. Bernard’s
Church, Little Current. Please,
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc.
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Wednesday, March 20, 2024

Looking for a new career?
Gheck out the second

section of this newspaper!

Manitoulin Family Resources
offers programs to support and
promote positive family rela-
tionships on Manitoulin and the
North Shore. Violence against
Women Prevention Services:
Haven House Shelter, Out-
reach Counseling Crisis Line
705-377-5160; Toll Free Crisis
Line 800-465-6788; Children’s
Services: Early ON Child and
Family Centre, Little Current
Child Care, Mindemoya Child
Care 705-368-3400; Help Cen-
tre: Thrift Shop & Food Bank
705-368-3400; Administration
705-368-3400.

Tfn

For Sale

March discount on
fencing, page wire, high
tensil insulators, steel
posts, etc. Also Tingley
boots, birdhouses,
halters, tie ropes and
much more. Quality
seed grass and grain
seeds.

Phone (705) 988-3605,
leave a message.

Kenneth Albrecht
28 McKechnie Road

Tehkummah, ON

Are you concerned about
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon
has one purpose: Welcoming,
giving hope and comfort to
help family and friends of alco-
holics. Changed attitudes can
aid recovery. Stepping Stones
Al-Alon Group: Espanola Al-
Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, An-
glican Church, 213 Tudhope
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For
meetings including electronic
in Northern Ontario go to On-
tarioNorthAl-Anon.com. Please
note the only Alateen meetings
available in Northern Ontario
are on a mobile app. Look for
the app under Al-Anon Family
Groups.

Tfn

$ for sale

Mint 2002 F-250 V10, RWD
NOT 4x4, 160,000 kms, no
rust, never driven in winter,
5th wheel hitch, immaculate
interior,  certified,  $10,500.
1978  Vanguard  Chateau,
Class C RV, 118,000 kms.
Much work completed in 2023,
original interior. $8,900 nego-
tiable. Call for more details,
416-994-8508. Call or text
for information or pictures.

43-44c¢

Questions or concerns
about diabetes? We can
help. Please contact the MHC
Diabetes Training and Care
Centre. Individual and group
appointments available with
a registered nurse or dietitian
certified in diabetes education.
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore
Bay and Manitowaning. Please
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for
more information. Self-referrals
accepted.

Tfn

Are you a cancer survivor
and need someone to talk to
on Manitoulin? Meetings are
held monthly on a rotating ba-
sis around the Island. Sunday,
March 24 at the Manitowaning
Family Health Team from 2 to
4 pm and Wednesday, April
24 at the Mindemoya Coun-
cil Chambers from 2 to 4 pm,
but support can be given over
the phone. Please feel free to
reach out to anyone listed for
support. Cancer support group
contacts: Bonnie Young, 705-
377-4998; Terry MacKenzie,
RN (oncology nurse), 705-
507-0433 or tandjmackenzie@
hotmail.com or Ann Crans-
ton, 705-272-7531, bnannc@
gmail.com. Ask us your ques-
tions, tell us your concerns.

Tfn

Death Notices

GEORGE RONALD BILLINGS
May 20, 1936 - March 8, 2024

ur family is saddened to announce

Ron's death at age 87 in the early
morning of Friday, March 8, 2024 at
University Hospital, London, ON fol-
lowing a long and valiant battle with
~ Parkinson disease. He leaves behind his
loving wife of 61 years Alice Elaine
(Barrett); his devoted children Ralph
(Shelly Polishuk), Johanna and Brian (Annie Cateysson);
cherished grandchildren Liam, Scott, Sarah, Gordon and
Laura. Ron was born in Toronto, the only child of Marble
and Violet (Somers) Billings. They lived in Timmins and
Galt before settling in Ingersoll. Ron attended public school
and Ingersol DCI where he began to develop his academic,
musical and athletic interests. Graduating from Western in
1959 in Honours Chemistry he also swam for the university
swim team, setting a record in breaststroke. Following a
year at the Ontario College of Education in Toronto, Ron
began his teaching career in London, ON at Oakridge S.S.,
spending 16 years as head of the Science Department. After
spending one year at Banting S.S., Ron finished his work-
ing years teaching at Montcalm S.S. In the midst of all those
busy years Ron managed to co-author a chemistry text, play
the piano for Oakridge and Montcalm musical productions,
tour the cathedrals of England and Scotland with the St.
Paul's Anglican Cathedral choir as a tenor and in his spare
time play as much tennis as possible! From 1963 to 1965
Ron was given the opportunity to teach for DND in Metz,
France. This gave Ron and Elaine the rare chance to travel
extensively throughout Europe whenever there were school
holidays. With their VW and a large French tent, they drove
and camped from southern Italy to the Arctic Circle and
every country in between. In 1973, this time with three
young children in tow, Ron took a year's sabbatical in Eng-
land, earning his Master of Science degree at the University
of East Anglia. Ron enjoyed his retirement exploring
Canada by boat, plane, car and bicycle and passing happy
summers with friends and family on Manitoulin Island. The
Billings family extends its thanks to the many caregivers
who have helped Ron over the past four years, especially
Rodrigo, Erica, Amy and Henry and we are grateful for the
support of Jessica and Dr Hamilton's palliative team. Cre-
mation has taken place. A Celebration of Life will be an-
nounced at a later date. Condolences and shared
recollections may be forwarded to Logan Funeral Home,
519-433-6181, www.loganth.ca. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to Parkinson Society Southwestern Ontario would be
appreciated. A tree will be planted, by the Logan Funeral
Home, as a living memorial to Ron Billings.

EVEALINA STELLA EDNA EMERY

In loving memory of Ev, who died
peacefully on Friday, March 15, 2024
at the Peterborough Regional Health
Centre Palliative Unit at the age of 78.
Beloved wife of Fred for 57 years. Lov-
ing mother of Brenda. She will be
missed by her brother Melvin (Linda,
June both predeceased), brother-in-laws
Morris (Mary Lou predeceased) and Jim (Gail prede-
ceased), sister-in-law Catherine Lucibello (Ron) and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. Predeceased by brothers
Herman, Robert and Leland; sisters Mary, Alice and Pearl.
A heartfelt thank you to all of the doctors, nurses and staff
at Peterborough Regional Health Centre for all of their help
during Ev’s stay with them. A Memorial Service will be
held on Saturday, March 23, 2024 at Comstock-Kaye Life
Celebration Centre, 356 Rubidge Street, Peterborough at 1
pm, followed by a reception. Donations may be made to the
Arthritis Society of Canada. Fond memories and expres-
sions of sympathy may be  shared at
www.comstockkaye.com for the family.

MARY MIDDLETON

(nee Rowe)

t is with overwhelming sadness, but

blessed hope that we announce the
passing of our mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother. Mary Elizabeth Mid-
dleton (nee Rowe) who passed away at
home into her Saviour’s loving arms
Wednesday, March 13, 2024 at the age
of 81. Reunited forever with the love of
her life and husband Joe Middleton (predeceased). Lov-
ingly remembered by her children Bruce Middleton
(Nikki), Tim Middleton (Margaret), Christie Middleton
(James), Mary-Jo Harper (Dan) and Jamie Middleton (Car-
men). Loved and missed by grandchildren Sarah, Dan,
Christopher, Eric, Hannah, Damaris, Nick, Sam, Tom,
Abbie, Grace and Cindy. Lovingly cherished by great-
grandchildren Cameron and Emma. Loving daughter of
Archie and Alice Rowe (predeceased). Loving sister of
Nancy McPhee Lewis (Ronnie), Tim Rowe (Sylvia),
Wilmer Rowe (predeceased) (Theresa) and Harold Rowe
(predeceased) (Sheila). Dearly loved by special friends Jane
Fletcher and Hank Meyer. Mary’s life centered around her
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. There was
nothing she would not do for any of them and spoke
proudly of their accomplishments and victories. She treas-
ured every moment with them and they gave her much joy.
She looked forward with anticipated excitement to meeting
her expected grandchild and great-grandchild. The thought
put a beautiful smile on her face. Mary was an accom-
plished cook and baker and was known far and wide for her
butter tarts. She enjoyed entertaining and her table was al-
ways filled with an abundance of delicious food, lovingly
prepared for her family and friends. She treasured times and
special moments playing games and cards. For many years,
she worked as a housekeeper/cook for Dr. Shelagh McRae
and Dr. Bob Hamilton, as well as Terry and Judy Land, al-
ways happy to make their favourite treats. Mary loved being
able to contribute to her family she built with Joe. Music
was a central part of Mary’s life. She loved listening to
hymns and boasting of her families’ musical talents. She
was gifted musically as well, singing, playing the autoharp
and in her younger years, playing the accordion. Mary’s re-
lationship with God was beyond valuable to her. Her con-
victions and beliefs were steadfast and strong and she was
not afraid of sharing it with others. Although, our hearts are
broken, we rejoice she is with Joe now and resting safely
and free of pain with her Lord and Saviour. There will be
no funeral at this time, but a memorial service will be an-
nounced at a later date. Arrangements by Bourcier Funeral
Home Ltd, Espanola.

Memorial donations are gratefully appreciated and can be
made at the admitting office to the auxiliaries of the Mani-
toulin Health Centre and the Renovation Fund in both Min-
demoya and Little Current and the Gore Bay Manitoulin
Lodge Auxiliary Incorporated, 3 Main Street, Gore Bay,
Ontario, POP 1HO and the Manitoulin Centennial Manor
Fundraising or Manor Auxiliary, Postal Bag 460, 10 Robin-
son Street, Little Current, Ontario, POP 1K0. Donations can
also be made to the Manitoulin District Cenotaph Fund,
Box 656, Little Current, Ontario POP 1KO0 or Pet Save Man-
itoulin, Box 393, Gore Bay, Ontario POP 1HO.

Remember your loved ones fondly
forever in The Manitoulin Expositor

In Memoriam or Obituaries
Send an email to Debbie at
services@manitoulin.com
or call 705-368-2774
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Winning goal in LNHL game heartens AOK chemotherapy patlent father

...continued from Page 5

al players are welcomed
onto other teams so they
can take part.

Those watching online
were not disappointed. In
the semi-final game, Lyn-
ndra’s team fired a tying
goal to bring the score to
2-2 and sent the game into
overtime. A four-by-four
period failed to define
a winner, leading to a
shootout.

“In this game, both
shooters went at the
same time, adding to the
tension,” said Ms. Ma-
dahbee. It went down to
a fifth shooter. “Lynndra
got the winning goal to
advance,” she said. “She
said ‘I’'m going to do it for

Dad!” and she did.”

“l took my time, fo-
cused and shot near her
(the goalie) blocker,” re
called Lynndra.

The team battled hard
in the final game, win-
ning 4-3 over the Curve
Lake Nimkiins Kwe on
the Crosby Memorial
Community Centre’s
Rink 1 in Markham.

It was a hard-fought
victory that brought a
proud grin to Mr. Pelti-
er’s face.

Sitting in the player’s
bench with the team was
none other than hockey
legend Reggie Leach, who
was providing his own bit
of support to the girls.

Among Lynndra’s

|
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NEMI Public Library Board Vacancy

Do you care about community, opportunity,
~——— creativity, and everyone’s right to information?

Are you a NEMI resident interested in the governance
and direction of the growing range of library services
available to our community?

Could you volunteer about an hour per month to help
keep our library on course toward excellence?

The Board currently meets monthly, September through
June. Additional committee work is ideal
and adds to the value of your participation.

For additional information or to apply:
https:/ /nemi.olsn.ca/nemi-library-board/
or call 705-368-2444

teammates were two oth-
er girls from AOK: Inglis
Dantouze and Rebecca
Dantouze. The team she

Champions W|th thelr moms, AOKs hometown representatives Ashley Gour, Ellie Gour, Kailyn
Inglis Dantouze, Rebecca Dantouze Lynndra Madahbee Peltier and Kendra Madahbee Peltier.

played on was only creat-
ed in about October, not-
ed Ms. Madahbee. “They

only had nine starters,

eight and a goalie—it
was really a short-bench
team.”

..Manitoulin lights up the Markham Sky

...continued from Page 5
gins of the LNHL.

“It’s moments like this,”
says Chico “where you see
the wealth and value of
younger minds and ideas
to keep the momentum
and memories growing.”

Each winning team par-
ticipant was presented
with the unique Mnidoo
Mnising LNHL medal. “It
was fantastic,” exclaimed
Mr. Madahbee. “The qual-
ity and appearance were
remarkable. We have been

doing business with this
company for years, all our
novelties, rings, plaques,
they all are meant to cre-
ate a memory.”

The reverse of the med-
als was engraved with
the three founding First
Nation communities:
Aundeck Omni Kaning,
M’Chigeeng First Nation
and Whitefish River First
Nation.

On behalf of all the med-
al recipients, the LNHL
committee is grateful for
the generosity of the NHL-

MUNICIPALITY OF ASSIGINACK

Notice of a Public Open House
Concerning a Township-Initiated Zoning By-law Update

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Assiginack will be holding
an in-person public Open House to consider a Township-initiated Zoning By-law Amendment
and is notifying the public in accordance with Section 34 of the Planning Act.

Purpose and Effect of the Zoning By-law Amendment:

The purpose of the Zoning By-law Amendment is to update the Township’s Zoning By-law.

The Township Zoning By-law currently in effect is By-law No. 80-20 and By-law No. 80-21, first
approved by Council in 1980. Since 1980, the Township Zoning By-law has been amended from
time to time through approval of privately initiated zoning by-law amendment applications and
through general amendments/reviews initiated by the Township. In October 2018, a new District
of Manitoulin Official Plan was approved to be consistent with Provincial policies. The Planning
Act requires municipalities to update their Zoning By-law after an update to their Official Plan.
Pursuant to the Planning Act, this update will bring the Township Zoning By-law into conformity
with the District of Manitoulin Official Plan, and by extension into conformity with the other
Provincial planning policies in effect.

Public Open House:

A public Open House is scheduled for March 27, 2024, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm to provide
information regarding the Township-initiated Zoning By-law Amendment. The public Open
House will be held at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street in Manitowaning.
The format of the public Open House will be a drop-in where you will have the opportunity
to review the draft proposed new Zoning By-law, ask questions related to the proposed draft,
and provide input in advance of the Township hosting a Statutory Public Meeting.

Location of the Subject Lands:
The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment applies to the entire Township and therefore a key
map has not been provided.

Additional Information:

Additional information relating to the Zoning By-law update, including information about
appeal rights, will be available on the Township’s website (https://www.assiginack.ca/by-laws/)
on March 8th, 2024, or for inspection by appointment between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday
to Friday at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street, Manitowaning, ON. Please contact
the Clerk at hferguson@assiginack.ca or call (705) 859-3196 to arrange for an appointment.

Dated at the Township of Assiginack this 6th day of March 2024.
Heidi Ferguson, Clerk Township of Assiginack

“ib spirituality

God’s Calendar

When God created the sun, moon and stars, he created the sun to
rule the day and the moon to rule the night and He said in GEN.1:14
‘let them be for signs and seasons sacred times (the feasts of
LEV.23) and years.” It is clear that the feasts of LEV.23 are set by
the moon. God’s months always start with the new moon and the
Passover and first day of the feast of unleavened bread and the
first day of Succoth are on the full moon. Passover this year is on
April 23. In EX.12:2 God says “this month (in spring) shall be the
beginning of the months of the year unto you.” This year, 2024,
God's year starts on April 8. It so happens that on this day, there will
be a full solar eclipse. In recent years there have also been several
lunar eclipses on the days of Passover and the first day of Succoth
(Feast of Tabernacles).

NASA has pointed out also a number of blood-moons and plane-
tary alignments. Major events in history have been accompanied by
signs in the sun, moon and the stars. Like the birth of Jesus with the
star of Bethlehem and Jesus’ crucifixion with a lunar eclipse on that
Passover, there was also a solar eclipse (three hours darkness).
As you cannot have the moon passing between the earth and the
sun in the midst of the biblical month, this three-hour darkness was
caused by another planetary body, than the moon, coming between
the earth and sun.

Jesus says that there will be signs in sun, moon and stars before
His return, MAT 24:29, MARK 13:24, LUKE 21:25. Because of bib-
lical symbolism, | have for a long time believed that the rapture will
take place on a future day of atonement (Yom Kippur). This year,
in 2024, Yom Kippur falls on October 12. With the solar eclipse on
April 8, | believe that God may start a new time period in history
(His-story.)

Before God destroyed the world with the flood, God observed
that the imagination of the heart of people was completely evil,
GEN.6:5. The wickedness of men today, with all the sexual per-
versions, is similar as just before the flood. The bible has foretold
that God will pour out His wrath on all this wickedness, the substi-
tution of the Julian and Gregorian calendars for God's calendar; the
substitutions of Sunday for God's Sabbaths and the substitution of
the pagan feast of Easter (Ishtar-Astarte) and Christmas for God’s
holy days (of LEV.23) has created great confusion. | believe God
is seeking to get your attention with these signs in sun, moon and
stars. As long as the rapture has not yet taken place there is still
time to repent. That means that you make up your mind that you
are going to obey the commandments and instruction God gives in
the Bible. The future assassination of Benjamin Netanyahu may be
the catalyst to Armageddon, just like the wars between Russia and
the Ukraine and between Israel and Hamas (Hamas is backed by
Iran and other Muslim terrorists). West Nile, COVID-19 and other
diseases, floods, famines, earthquakes etc. are all indicators that
we are in the last days before Jesus’ return.

Please take these warnings seriously.

Hank Reckman,

Prophet of Manitoulin,

Search for Truth Biblical Ministries

Box 210

M'Chigeeng, Ont.

POP 1G0

PA (Player’s Association).
“Their purpose is to sup-
port diversity in the sport,
and that is synonymous
with the LNHL,” Mr. Ralf
explains. He also gave ku-
dos to the Dreamcatcher
Charitable Foundation
which provides funds that
align with sports and rec-
reation, health, arts and
culture.

Another gift from Mni-
doo Mnising was this
year’s water theme. It
was back in the spring
of 2011 when Elder Jose-
phine Mandamin (baa)
and other Mother Earth
Water Walkers from all
directions across North
America combined water
from the Great Lakes and
copper pails containing
salt water from the three
oceans and the Gulf of
Mexico to raise aware-
ness that water is a sacred
gift of the Creator and the
source of all life on Mother
Earth.

Fifty years later Water
and the spirit of water (nii-
bi) made a strong presence
as folks were asked to re-
flect on its gift of life and
to preserve its sacredness.
Towering over the tallest
buildings in Markham
was Manitoulin Island, lit
up in all its glory for those
far and wide to wonder
about its beauty and its
sacred teachings distilled
over thousands of years.

The Island’s distinctive
outline and the LNHL’s
founding year, 1971, were
presented in the heavens
as a major part of the fa-
mous drone show.

church
@ services

King James Bible Church,
Providence Bay worships every
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12
noon. For more information call
705-348-2229.

30tfn

Christian Counselling: Alco-
hol, addiction, anxiety, children,
depression, drugs, faith, grief,
illness, marriage, PTSD, salva-
tion, sin, etc. Free and confiden-
tial. King James Bible Church,
705-885-8951, cc.manitoulin@
gmail.com.

Tfn
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Island robotics teams gear up for competitions, seek public’s help

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—As both
the Manitoulin Secondary
School and the Wiikwem-
koong High School First
Robotics teams get set for
their first competition of
the season this weekend,
they are both still request-
ing the public’s help as
they embark on the sea-
son.

The MSS and WHS
teams will both be taking
part in the regional com-
petition in North Bay this
weekend, and then the
following weekend at a
competition taking place
at McMaster University
in Hamilton. If they are
successful, the teams will
qualify for the provin-
cials. The MSS team has
already qualified for the
2024 World Champion-
ships taking place later
this spring, while WHS is
hoping to qualify as well.

“A week Friday and
we will be competing in
the regional competition
in North Bay,” said Yana
Bauer, an MSS team men-
tor/coach last week. “We
are hoping to get to the
competitions and get some
wins under our belt.”

“And we are continu-
ing to fundraise,” said
Ms. Bauer. “We have had
sponsors come forward
and on my last check we
have $18,000 raised of a to-
tal of $54,000 we need to get
to Houston for the world
championships. We have
had great support with 28
sponsors generously com-
ing forward with support
thus far but yes, definite-

ly, we need additional fi-
nancial support to get to
the worlds.” She said the
team, through its fund-
raising and generous do-
nations made to the team,
is in good shape for the
robotics season competi-
tions but is still fundrais-
ing for the worlds.

“Our concern right
now is that if we don’t
raise enough, some stu-
dents may not be able
to afford to go to Hous-
ton,” said Ms. Bauer.
Ms. Bauer pointed out
among the many sup-
porters the MSS team has
includes the Providence
Bay/Spring Bay Lions
Club which has had 50/50
draws (with half the funds
from ticket sales going to
the MSS robotics team).
“The students and par-
ents have worked hard
on that by selling tickets
at (Mindemoya) Foodland
every weekend for the
past three months. Also,
Natasha McVey orga-
nized a fundraising din-
ner in Evansville (March
9), with our team mem-
bers volunteering to help
serve, wash dishes and
clean up afterwards. It
was a wonderful dinner,
with 125 people being on
hand for the dinner. Ev-
ery bit helps the cause.”

The MSS team has a
fundraiser on the Cana-
da Helps site, which in-
dicates a total of $54,000
is needed by the team to
compete. “Manitoulin
Metal is returning to the
FIRST Robotics World
Championships in Hous-

a0

Approximately 125 hungry patrons eﬁjoyd aroast beef dinner held at the Burpee Mills comple on

!

March 9. Along with many local ladies who put on the meal, members of the Manitoulin Secondary
School Metal Robotics FRC 6865 team helped served the meal and do dishes after the meal. The
dinner was held as a fundraiser for the MSS Robotics team.

ton. It ‘s not just private
and big southern schools
that can win at Robotics!
Your Manitoulin team
won the Impact Finalist
Award at the World cham-
pionships in April 2023.
This qualified the team
for the 2024 World Cham-
pionships!”

“We are so grateful to
all the generous sponsors
who support Manitoulin
Metal,” the MSS Cana-
da Helps page reads. The
team has grown and has
ambitious plans for the
season. Manitoulin kids
are so excited to compete
internationally. Compet-
ing internationally is not
an expense many Man-
itoulin kids can afford.
Your champions need
help with air travel, ac-
commodations and regis-
tration fees. All donated
funds will help to cover
trip costs. We are grateful

for any size donation and
thank everyone for your
support and encourage-
ment.”

The MSS team was busy
working on its robot and
their robot reveal video,
in the upstairs area of the
Mindemoya arena last
week. “Thanks to the gen-
erosity of Central Manito-
ulin council, our students
have been able to use the
space to have a (robot)
drive practice each day
after school and allow our
drivers and controllers to
improve their skills. In
our seven years of robot-
ics, we have never had the
space to hone our skills on
our robot prior to compe-
titions.

The WHS robotics team
has also been building
their robot and improving
their teams’ driving/con-
troller skills on their ro-
bot. “It is a big endeavour

to take a full team down
south to competition,
with the costs of hotels,
travel days, accommoda-
tion, team registration
and food,” said Chris
Mara coach/mentor of the
WHS team. “If we quali-
fy for the provincials, we
will have to raise $70,000
in total for all the compe-
titions.”

“Definitely, if anyone
would like to donate to
our team it would be
gratefully accepted,” said
Mr. Mara. “Any donation
of any size would be very
welcome. Our sponsors
have been very generous
and they work very hard
and provide support to
have First Nations young
people involved in these
type of events and have
these opportunities.”

“We will be taking part
in the regionals in North
Bay, then at the competi-

tion in Hamilton at Mc-
Master University and
then, the following week,
if we quality, the provin-
cials,” said Mr. Mara.
He pointed out “we will
be taking 27 students to
the competitions. This is
the biggest team we have
ever taken, although it is
not a big team compared
to others. Most robot-
ics teams have between
50-100 team members.”
“Our design team has
done a phenomenal job
this year, I didn’t think
they could do better than
last year, but they have
integrated the design with
art, engineering, math,
and connected them with
the culture and language
this year,” stated Mr.
Mara. “Our robot, team
t-shirts, logo, our three
panels that will be dis-
played in the competition
pit area will display all
the teaching and artistic
celebration of all these as-
pects.”

Mr. Mara pointed out
the WHS team has alumni
mentors helping out the
team this year including
Ben Lewis, Tim Pitawa-
nakawat, Jason Mishib-
inijima and D. J. Maingo-
wi. As well, “Kathy Harly
has taken on fundraising
and logistics and is the
team administrator. She
has been amazing. With
Kathy taking on these du-
ties, I can focus on helping
with the team with the ro-
bot design and program-
ming.”

Bay Estates Lots (2)

$89,000. MLS#2099765

MLS#2113218

MLS#2114727

Barry Barnes, Broker
705 968 0688

barry@theislandbrokerage.ca

RE/MAY

RE/MAX

THE ISLAND

Real Estate Brokerage

BUILD YOUR DREAM

Asking $60,000. MLS# 2110826
Little Current Double Building Lot. Asking

Exclusive WaterfrontLisings - Manitowaning
Bay Waterfront Lots. Asking $219,000

s~ G \DY POINT

—— SANDYPOIN
Mindemoya Building Lot Asking $119,000.
Gore Bay Building Lof, Asking $65,000.

White's Point Rd. Development Acreage
Asking $650,000 MLS#2114547

HOME OR COTTAGE:

For a complete list of properties, please visit

theislandbrokerage.ca

D
('-.. i

Mike Wilding, Sales Rep.
705 348 2223
mike@theislandbrokerage.ca

Lee-Ann Ferguson Sales Rep.
5 968 0602

lee-ann@theislandbrokerage.ca

3 Bedroom, 1 bath
6 Acre Island

W MLS#2112625

= ASKING $739,000

LITTLE CURRENT HOME
4 Bedroom, 2 bath,
Move-in ready!
MLS#2115025

ASKING $489,000

MINDEMOYA HOME/CAMP HONORA WATERFRONT
2 Bedroom, 1 bath Amazing Sunsets!
Short walk to the beach! MLS#2114257
MLS#2115331 ASKING $835,000
ASKING $264,900

BIG LAKE HOME
LAKE KAGAWONG New Build, 5 Bed, 3 Bath

.| Waterfront Home or MLS#2114787

Cottage ASKING $799,000
MLS#2115351
ASKING $549,000

BAY ESTATES HOME
MCGREGOR BAY

James Ferguson Sales Rep.
705 207 5160

james@theislandbrokerage.ca

Jeff Graham, Sales Rep.
705 282 4647
jeff@theislandbrokerage.ca

3 Bedroom, 1 bath

North Channel Waterfront
MLS#2114449

ASKING $549,999

LAKE MINDEMOYA
2.5 Bedroom, 1 Bath
MLS#2114681
ASKING $469,000

SRR/

Jordan Chandler, Broker of Record

705 968 0195

Jjordan@theislandbrokerage.ca
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First Nations leaders convene in Gatineau to address
disproportionate impact of disasters and pandemics

by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre,

Local Journalism Initiative Report-
er

GATINEAU, QUE. — A crucial sum-
mit with First Nations leaders from
across the country was held on March
6, 2024 to confront the urgent challeng-
es and impacts of climate change that
disproportionately impact their com-
munities. Escalating wildfire, floods
and extreme weather events saw the
Assembly of First Nations convene the
first summit of its type in seven years,
to formulate actionable strategies
aimed at enhancing the resilience of
First Nations communities in the face
of mounting environmental and public

health challenges.

Furthermore, the summit was mus-
tered four years into the COVID-19
pandemic, which has starkly revealed
the heightened vulnerability of First
Nations peoples and communities to
infectious diseases.

Woodhouse Nepinak stressed the ne-
cessity of equitable partnerships with
all levels of government to mitigate
risks, ensure swift crisis responses and
safeguard the land for future genera-
tions. The summit follows last year’s
catastrophic wildfire season that en-
gulfed more than 100,000 square kilome-
tres of land, leading to the evacuation
of numerous First Nations communi-

ties and highlighted the disparities in
emergency response services faced by
many First Nations communities, leav-
ing them at a disadvantage compared
to their non-Indigenous counterparts.
Addressing the assembly, National
Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak un-
derscored the urgent need for priori-
tizing community safety amid mount-
ing disasters. “The unpredictability of
these crises has resulted in recurrent
emergency evacuations, uprooting our
people and necessitating support from
facilities far from their homes,” re-
marked Woodhouse Nepinak. She em-
phasized the profound and far-reach-
ing impacts of cultural dislocation on

the health and education of First Na-
tions people.

These concerns align with the find-
ings of the federal auditor general in
2023, which revealed Canada’s failure
to provide adequate resources for emer-
gency management services to First
Nations despite the escalating intensi-
ty of crises. The report also criticized
Indigenous Services Canada for its re-
active approach rather than adopting
preventive measures, and highlighted
a lack of clarity regarding the compa-
rability of emergency services received
by First Nations with those in neigh-
boring jurisdictions.

Great Lakes commissions sign historic agreement to enhance
cooperation on Great Lakes restoration and protection

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Great

Lakes

manage- “The GLS is excited to

objectives; Great Lakes

Regional Office of the

restoration

and man-

the Great Lakes Water

The Great Lakes Fishery
Commission (GLFC), the
Great Lakes Commis-
sion (GLC) and Interna-
tional Joint Commission
(IJC) has formally signed
the first ever memo-
randum of understand-
ing between them. The
agreement sets a clear
path for advancing the
commission’s  existing
shared goals and objec-
tives, such as developing
a Great Lakes science
plan, coordinating sci-
ence vessel activities,
and promoting annual
Great Lakes Day events.

“Each commission
plays a different but
complementary role in

ment and represent
important stakeholders
in advancing sound pol-
icies and projects. The
IJC helps Canada and
the US prevent and re-
solve issues over the use
of the waters they share,
including through the
Great Lakes Water Qual-
ity Agreement; the GLC
represents the interests
of the Great Lakes prov-
inces and states on prior-
ity issues; and the GLFC
ensures fishery manage-
ment is based on science
and is highly coordinat-
ed among the state, pro-
vincial and US tribal ju-
risdictions in the basin,”
arelease explains.

formalize our existing re-
lationship with the other
Great Lakes commis-
sions,” said Erika Jen-
sen, executive director
of the GLC. “Together we
can build upon our de-
cades of coordination to
further a strong region-
al economy and healthy
environment, and to
achieve the balanced and
sustainable use of Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence Riv-
er basin water resourc-
es.”

“Our three commis-
sions, although having
different mandates and
missions, very much
benefit from joining forc-
es to achieve our shared

agement based on rigor-
ous science,” said Marc
Gaden, executive secre-
tary of the GLFC. “While
we have worked well to-
gether for decades, this
(memorandum of under-
standing) steps up our
level of collaboration
and renews our com-
mitment to each other
to seek synergies, share
information and support
each other’s work.”
“This MOU strength-
ensexisting partnerships
to create an even greater
position of strength for
all three commissions,”
said Heather Stirratt, di-
rector of the Great Lakes

IJC. “Having the addi-
tional insights and per-
spectives from experts
at the three commissions
will set us all on a clear-
er path for advancing the
goals and objectives of

Quality Agreement and
other work to the benefit
of all in the region.”

The agreement was
signed March 6, follow-
ing the semi-annual
meeting of the GLC.

Relax

oel
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ﬁ. The Mortgage Centre

and let us get you
a better

_ MORTGAGE

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875 www.mortgagecentre.com

Richard Glaude
MO08003672

CENTURY 2]

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Integrity

BROKERAGE

REACH OUT TO OUR TEAM AT THE MANITOULIN OFFICE 705-370-0018 AND DISCOVER THE UNMATCHED SERVICE WE BRING TO THE TABLE.

102 C&D Water Street, South Baymoth
MLS #2115353, $549,00

322 Cosby Subdivision, Lake Manitou
Lakeside Luxury Living

MLS #2112756, $99,000

\‘_ Y y'= |

Jennifer Hooper, REALTOR®
705-862-1002

N/A South Bay Drive, Manitowaning

73 Campbell Street W, Little Current
3 Bed, 2 Bath Charmer, Great Location!
MLS #2115356, $515,000

NEW LISTING

40+ Acres In Clover Vallejr, Manitowaning
Call for details!
MLS #2115543

Chech out our socials and Pind the

post to weigh in.

150 Thorne Street, Mindemoya
MLS #2115096, $442,000

191A Monkhouses Road, Manitowaning
2 Bedroom Ranch Style Home on 141 Acres.

149 Yonge Street, Kagawong
Riverfront Century Home
MLS #2112936, 5429,000

2128 Highway 542, Lake Manitou
MLS #2112825, $999,666

MLS #2113976, $510,000

Melissa Nicholson, REALTOR®
705-282-7738
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VACANT LAND
Lot 11 Pleasant View Terrace
MLS®#: 2111777,
$69,900

Realtor
705-207-8588

N/A Con 6 West, Tehkummah
MLS®#: 2112911,
$229,000

LOT 23, 2nd Con., Tehkummah
MLS®#: 2112823,
$199,900

W
o 3k L T NS

Andrew Rocha Windfred Pasveer
Realtor
289-213-4503

Mitch Paquette
Realtor
705-507-5910

Adam Rocha
Realtor
705-280-6343

317 Main Street, Kagawong
MLS®#: 2115228, $369,000

13476 Hwy 542, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2112862,
$205,000

33 Bay Street, Mindemoya
MLS®#: 2112654, $700,000

8532 Highway 540, Kagawong
MLS®#: 2115334, $475,000

y 674 4
WY i

Karen Bond Corey McCutcheon
Realtor Realtor
705-497-4006 705-562-3496

" 94 Watson Bay Road,
Tehkummah
MLS®#: 2115367, $2,500,000

1030 Ice Lake Road, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2114895, $575,000

12 Cockburn St., Little Current
MLS®#: 2112049,
$48,000

PT1 Hwy 540, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2113047
$79,900

PT2 Hwy 540, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2113046
$79,900

ST, TR

71 Corbiere Road, Spring Bay
MLS@#: 2113707, $295,000

LOT 28, Con 10, Hwy 540,
Little Current
MLS{ZE;'#: 21 1041 68,

'

0 Doc Strain Drive, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2115564,
$65,000

NEW LISTING

MLS®#: 2114944, $697,500 MLS®#: 2114887, $667,500

195 Limberlost Lane,

. horne Street !
13951 Highway 542, Gore Bay 130 Thorne Street, 1297 ' Mindemoya
MLS®#: 2115229, $355,000 Mindemoya Mindomoys MLS®#: 21 133373,' $649,500

Lot 27 Hayward Crescent,
Little Current
MLS®if: 2115567

MLS®#: 2115566, $999,000
$57,000

COMMERCIAL VACANT LAND

N/A Highway 540B, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2113351
$130,00

WATERFRONT/VACANT

Lot 20 Steven St., Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2109184,

454 Cardwell Street, Manitowaning 21690 Highway 540, Silver Water
MLS®#: 2114024, $529,000

99 Thorne Street, Mindemoyé
MLS®#: 2115462, $297,500

75 Holmes Road, Spring Bay 1947 Highway 540, Little Current
MLS®#: 2115461, $869,000 MLS®#: 2115456, $849,900

$350,000

14970 Highway 540, Evansville
MLS®#: 2114076,
$179,000

40 Garland Street, Providence Bay
MLS®#: 2115473 $489,000

327 Highway

222 Goose Cap Cr, Barrie Island

e P Pl
540, Little Current
MLS®#: 2113645, $648,500

33 Vankoughnet Street, Little Current
MLS®#: 2110672, $489,000

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
& BUSINESS

35 Meredith Street, Manitowaning
MLS®#: 2114689, $3,000,000

29 Phipps Street, Gore Bay
MLS®#: 2113496, $595,900

141 Maple Lane, Mindemoya

MLS®#: 2111281, $189,900

MLS®#: 2114800, $467,500

Leanne Lewis
Realtor & Team Leader
Direct 705-261-4663

ROYAL LePAGE O Royal LePage
° 2
L)

W, EXECUTIVE CIRCLE | PRI EER
> MARD 2029

8711 Highway 542, Spring Bay 29 White Church Roa
MLS®#: 2114169 & 2114170, $995,000

20489 Highway 540, Silver Water
MLS®#: 2114389, $182,500

p il o __h_._.
647 Highway 540, Little Current
MLS®#: 2115364, $399,000

MLS®#: 2114791, $425,000
TR T

d, Spring Bay
MLS®#: 2113525, §345,000

ROYAL LEPAGE

LLEEEERRTEEEEERN
North Heritage Realty

BROKERAGE
INDEPENDANTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

T
P ROYAL LEPAGE

\ DIAMOND
AWARD 2019

DIRECTOR'S
PLATINUM
AWARD201S

454 Morden Noakes Rod, Evansville
MLS®#: 2113498, $259,500

- 507 Lakeshore Road, Mindemoya
MLS®#: 2115157, $689,000

Connie McCue | gl
Broker & Lifestyle Consultant
Direct 705-207-8080

ROYAL LEPAGE
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Over 50 years
serving
Manitoulin!

THIS COULD BE YOUR VIEW
Let's find your perfect home.

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

26 Meredith St E., Little Current
REALTOR 1-800-461-0123 or (705)368-2381 REALTOR

A thank you gift after a real estate
transaction is a nice gesture, but
there is way more to real estate than
gift baskets. When choosing your
Realtor, make sure you're getting
what really matters — HONESTY,
INTEGRITY and EXPERIENCE.
With over 50 years’ experience
serving Manitoulin and the North
Shore, we know great farmland, we
know exceptional waterfront and
we know a neighbourhood that is
perfect for you. If you're looking to
purchase or sell, we are your Island
connection.

RAISED RANCH WITH GUEST COTTAGE ON H STUNNIN 90+ ACRES WITH RENOVATED FURNISHED TURNKEY HOME AND
ALMOST 5 ACRES AND 566 FEET OF FRONTAGE 4800 SQ.FT. ESTATE HOME AND 3 BED, 3 BATH HOME WITH STUDIO INCOME PROPERTY IN LITTLE CURRENT
ON THE NORTH SHORE 6 GARAGE BAYS APARTMENT & WALKING DISTANCE TO MLS#2113815 - Little Current
MLS#2111420 - Little Current, MLS#2114222 - Manitowaning, DOWNTOWN ’ $329.000 ’
$1,785,000 MLS#2113910- Mindemoya, ’
$600,000 s
S $699,000

CUSTOM BUILT HOME ON 9.3 ACRES WITH

——

415 FT. OF WATERFRONT ON LAKE

LARGE GROUND FLOOR SPACE THAT IS A THRIVING BREW-YOUR-OWN WINE AND MINDEMOYA, PRISTINE COTTAGE WITH 3
SEPARATE GARAGE IN TEHKUMMAH BLANK CANVAS FOR YOUR NEXT BUSINESS BEVERAGE BUSINESS LARGE BEDROOMS, SEPARATE GARAGE WITH
MLS#2114258 - Tehkummabh, MLS#2108753 - Little Current, MLS#2115363 - Little Current, SPACE ABOVE
$499,900 $155,000 $89,900 ML$#2115390 - Mindemoya,

$550,000

(A :
WATERVIEW 3+ ACRELOT

WATER ACCESS LOT ON YEAR ROUND ROAD  RESIDENTIAL BUILDING LOTS ON COCKBURN RECREATIONAL VACANT LAND ON GREEN

MLS #2115464 - Manitowaning, MLS$#2113802 - Manitowaning, STREET, LEVEL AND READY TO BUILDON  BUSH ROAD, 5.4 ACRES WITH ATV ACCESS
$149,900 $79.900 MLS #2113839 - Little Current, MLS #2115315 - Little Current,

$49,000 $29,900

SERVING MANITOULIN FOR OVER 50 YEARS
YOUR ISLAND CONNECTION!

Bl AWV, X \,
Steve Rolston, B.A. J. Alan Wright Rob Norris H.B.A. Al Frank Alan Mihelchic Lori Edwards

Broker of Record Broker Agent Agent Agent Office Manager Marketing & Rentals Manager
Evenings: 705-348-2381 Cell: 705-869-7568 Cell: 705-968-0030 Evenings: 705-859-3297 Cell: 705-282-4602 705-368-2381 705-368-2381
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Are you thinking of §0//Dwd‘!/,7 B/(%

REAI

We might have the perfect buyer for youl Rk e

TP 1936, McGregor Bay  2601BayEstates RdN, Sheguiandah
MLS 2115506 | $599,000 MLS 2115453 | $60,000

I iy S ..-‘ : .' ' . - ! ¥
88 Moggy Pkwy, Assiginack 2-5McBane Lane, Little Current
MLS 2114179 | $89,000 MLS 2115278 | $440,000

Follow Us
on Social Media

@Bousquet Realty,
Brokerage

mn g

e — e

CEEEEILUEELAN 63 Rainbow Trail, Mmdemoya PT LT 16 CON Perch Lake 1161 Bay Esinfas Rd S, NEMI 26- 27 qu Estufest s NEMI

MLS 2113393 | $659,000 MLS 2114428 | $48,000 MLS 2113220 | $165,000 MLS 2114678 | $56,200

{@Bon_:sr_l\ur;-f Realty,
Br oKera g e

) 20 Third Ave, Manitowaning 2989 HWY 540, Honora Bay 45 Buy St, Little ST 89 I.oason BayTrall Assugmack
MLS 2114785 | $449,900 MLS 2114967 | $60,000 MLS 2114520 | $625,500 MLS 2110928 | $239,200

T ﬂ |
to see ALL olf our 949 Lnkeshore Rd, Tehkummah Miluldbargamkd, Llﬂie Currenf 15786 HWY 6, Manitowaning 12 New St, Gore BUV St,
listings! MLS 2115273 | $599,000 MLS 2115350 | $499,000 MLS 2114937 | $399,000 MLS 2115006 | $240,000

Our team is ready to help you navigate the Manitoulin Real Estate Market!

o~
- |
“;"i' . /.;I;'
- ‘)‘/ g \'\"'1\
- |
- Chris Bousquet Scott McDougall Abbie Drolet Jack Bould Mathieu Page
Broker of Record Salesperson Broker Salesperson Broker

705-368-2271 705-210-0044 705-348-0067 705-282-8441 705-207-1282

@3 MANITOULINPROPERTY.COM Q:J LITTLE CURRENT OFFICE: 705-368-2271 | GORE BAY BRANCH: 705-282-8585
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Sea cadets haul in marksmanship silver

by Tom Sasvari

MANITOULIN—The Roy-
al Canadian Sea Cadet
Corps #348 Manitoulin
Sea Cadets finished sec-
ond overall in the sea-
son-ending  marksman-
ship competition held
recently in Naughton. As
part of the team’s excel-
lent showing, one of its
members, leading cadet
Laszlo Vernarsky has
qualified for the next level

was about 200 points.

“The cadets have been
practicing since Octo-
ber,” said Ms. MacKay.
She explained that the ca-
dets compete using Daisy
air rifles. The zone com-
petition included a total
of seven teams, made up
of cadet corps, squadrons
and sea cadets, with six
teams from Sudbury tak-
ing part.

The Manitoulin Sea

May 15 of this year, and
the open category is open
to all participants.
Leading Cadet Ver-
narsky, “posted the top
shot of the day, scored 85
percent while his top tar-
get of the day was 95 per-
cent, which is absolutely
incredible.” She noted as
well that Leading Cadet
Vernarsky is only in this
first year as a cadet and
has several years to look

The RCSCC #348 Manitoulin Sea Cadets team finished second in the season ending marksmanship

competition, held last Saturday in Naughton. The team included from left, team captain Petty
Officer 2nd Class Elizabeth Hazlitt, Leading Cadet Elainah Peltier, Master Cadet Liam Mclean,
Leading Cadet Laszlo Vernarsky and assistant team captain Leading Cadet Austin Flikweert.

competition.

of competition.

“This was our team’s
final competition of the
season, and they finished
in second place,” said
Miranda MacKay, coach
of the team and sub-lieu-
tenant of the cadet corps.
“There were only 18
points between the first
and second place teams.
It was super close,” she
said, pointing out the dif-
ference between the Man-
itoulin second-place team
and the third-place team

Cadets take partin the prone shooting event at the marksmanship

Cadets team captain was
Petty Officer 2nd class
Elizabeth Hazlitt, assis-
tant captain Leading Cap-
tain Austin Flikweert,
Leading Cadet Laszlo Ver-
narsky, Leading Cadet
Elainah Peltier and Mas-
ter Cadet Liam McLean.
“Leading Cadet Ver-
narsky finished first in
both the junior and open
category,” said coach
MacKay. The junior divi-
sion is for those who are
under the age of 15 as of

forward to. He has now
qualified to compete as an
individual at the upcom-
ing 2024 Regional Marks-
manship championship
to be conducted at CFB
Trenton on April 12-14.

“Our corps competi-
tors’ next best mark in the
open category was Lead-
ing Cadet Peltier who fin-
ished sixth, Petty Officer
2nd class seventh, Lead-
ing Cadet Flikweert 13th
and Master Cadet McLean
17th. There were a total
of 32 competitors taking
part.

“I'm so proud of our
team, they did so well,”
added coach MacKay.

T

The targets are festooned
with centre shots.

{ce ChipSto

U-15 Panthers prep

for NOHA showdown!

The Manitoulin Panthers Ul5 hockey
team has been awarded the opportuni-
ty to host this year’s Northern Ontario
Hockey Association’s Tournament of
Champions. This event will take place
on March 22-24th at the NEMI Rec Cen-
tre. This is an exciting opportunity for
our young players to showcase how hard
they have worked all season and proudly
play on their home ice in front of their
family and friends, as this team plays a
lot of their games off-Island in Sudbury.

The Manitoulin Panthers last hosted
this tournament in 2017. This U15 group
of players, in particular, has always had
to travel to Iroquois Falls, Sturgeon Falls
or Temiskaming Shores to participate in
this tournament so the Panther Associa-
tion is very thankful for the opportunity
to host this event again for these kids. On
the squad this season is Alex Bourcier,
Anders Watson, Brayden Armstrong,
Bryden Romaniuk, Charmaine Web-
kamigad, Chase Taylor, Cohen Ra-
jotte, Colten Holmes, Colten Martin,
Cooper Farquhar, Declan McGone-
gal, Liam Stephens, Lincoln Ran-
court, Max McLeod, Memphis Sha-
wanda, Roen Deschenes, Ryan Carter
and Spencer Cortes.

This year we are lucky to have five
teams in total participating from across
the North, bringing over a hundred
hockey players with their staff, par-
ents and additional family members to
the township. Teams will be travelling
from North Bay, Powassan, Temiskam-
ing Shores and Iroquois Falls. The tour-
nament schedule will be posted on the
Manitoulin Panthers website. Please get
on out and cheer on the hometown Pan-
thers in what is promising to be a very
exciting weekend of hockey.

Off his Rock, hockey!

Congratulations to Greyson Case
who plays defense for Ul6 AA Wolves
on their recent win as the 2024 Canadi-
an Cup! The Wolves faced the U-16 Sar-
nia Sting in the finals by a score of 4 — 1.
Greyson previously played for the Nick-
el City Sons organization for seven years
until this season and has obviously set-
tled in nicely!

In the NOJHL, the Sudbury Cubs’,
Aundek Omni Kaning product, Samuel
Assinewai has had another impactful
season despite not playing as many of
the other players. In his 36 games played
Samuel had 21 goals and 43 assists! His
points-per-game production of 1.78 is
fifth overall in the whole league!

Carter George by the Numbers

Carter George, with the OHL’s Owen
Sound Attack who lumber around 0.500
hockey is putting up stats that exceed his
team’s! In comparing all of the 20-teams,
OHL goaltenders, Carter is currently the

Canoe Quips

vy Larry and André Leblanc

leader of: Shots - 1857, Saves - 1690, Shut-
outs (tied) — 4 and Goals against average
with 0.910! Another first can be seen on
the NHL site’s draft prospects where he
is listed as the number 1, North Amer-
ican goaltender! Good luck in the play-
offs, Carter!

Elliot Lake needs our help!

Every community on Manitoulin has
had difficulties with their arenas over
the years, yet thankfully we all have a
nearby community that will graciously
allow sharing of their ice time. Elliot
Lake is not so lucky. The city has cer-
tainly experienced tragedy with public
buildings in the recent past so when the
Centennial Arena didn’t pass a structur-
al evaluation this past fall, the City took
no chances and shuttered the building.
Suddenly, every skate-related activity
and community organization was left
scrambling.

One team was no more adversely af-
fected than the NOJHL’s Vikings Jr. “A”
team. Teams in the largely pay-to-play
league depend on imports to ice a team.
When your ‘home ice’ is in Massey,
which adds a good hour and a half com-
mute time just for practices and home
games! The Vikes lost a couple of players
who asked to be traded. Also essential to
a NOJHL team are billet families and in
Elliot Lake’s case, two billet Moms de-
cided to do something. They started the
long process of nominating the City of
Elliot Lake into this season’s Kraft Hock-
eyville. Each submission must compete
with hundreds of communities across
Canada to try and win the grand prize of
a $250,000 pot for arena upgrades in addi-
tion to an NHL exhibition game in your
home rink.

The pair would not have been sure the
Centennial could even be ready for that
game but it could definitely use at least
the 250K! The competition is at the short-
list stage with four communities vying
in the final voting on March 29-30th! El-
liot Lake is up against Cochrane Alber-
ta, Wolsely Saskatchewan and Enderby
British Columbia. On the 29th at 9 am
the unlimited-entry, voting begins until
the 30th at 5PM just before the winner is
announced. After a quick sign-up at the
Hockeyville site you are all set for the
29th when Elliot Lake plans on a voting
party. We should join in and help out our
friendly North-Shore, neighbour!

Interestingly, one player’s free-time
fortunes improved. Mindemoya’s Liam
Bridgeman whose commute was re-
duced by the same amount everyone
else gained! The trustworthy veteran
forward only played 33 of the 58 league
games but picked up 11 points in the
frustrating campaign that earned the
team only 15 points! Congratulations on
all your efforts, Liam!

Visit the Kraft Hockeyville site play-
ers vote, vote for Elliot Lake as often as
you want.

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips @gmail.com
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MSS Mustang girls volleyball team wins NSSSA championship

by Tom Sasvari

M’CHIGEENG—The Manitoulin Sec-
ondary School (MSS) Mustangs senior
girls’ volleyball team capped off a first-
place finish in league standings with a
championship win at the North Shore
Secondary School Association (NSSSA)
playdowns.

“Last week, MSS hosted the NSSSA
playoff finals and won,” said Neil Debas-
sige, who is co-coach of the team along
with Tina Pennie-Balfe. “These student/
athletes have dominated their North
Shore play this year in undefeated fash-
ion and won the NSSSA championship
banner when they hosted the finals and
defeated Jeunesse Nord in three straight
sets.”

“The team went undefeated through
league play during the regular season
and playoffs, winning 14 straight games
and the playoffs,” said Mr. Debassige.

Mr. Debassige noted, “earlier in the
new year the team successfully defended
their title at the Elliot Lake invitational

(e

D |

tournament as well.”

The MSS team includes coaches Neil
Debassige and Tina Pennie-Balfe and
players Mya Balfe, Harmony Panamick,
Emery Watson, Aspen Debassige, Mor-
gan Green, Saraya Eshkawkogan, Mack-
enzie Green and Maren Kasunich.

“These girls are on top of their game,”
said Mr. Debassige. “They set their
sights last year that they wanted to qual-
ify for the provincials this season. These
girls are amazing ambassadors for MSS
and are the next leaders.”

The MSS team was to take part in the
Northern Ontario Secondary School
(NOSSA) championships last Friday in
Sault Ste. Marie.

RIGHT: The Manitoulin Secondary School
(MSS)Mustangs senior girls’ volleyball team
won the Northern Ontario Secondary School
Association playdowns earlier this month. The
MSS team includes back row, left, coach Neil
Debassige, Mya Balfe, Harmony Panamick,
Emery Watson, Aspen Debassige, coach Tina
Pennie-Balfe. Front row left Morgan Green,
Saraya Eshkwkogan, Mackenzie Green and

Maren Kasunich.
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SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITY
INTERPRETIVE GUIDE NEEDED FOR
THE NET SHED MUSEUM IN MELDRUM BAY

June 28-August 16, 2024
Youth aged 15-30 can apply for this job.
Duration: 7 weeks; open 6 days a week.

N_.EL.A

*8"CHAMPIONS

SR. GIRLS
VOLLEYBALL

Mindemoya ladies curling celebrates winners

MINDEMOYA—The Marilyn Proulx
fink won the first event championship
in the Mindemoya Curling Club annual
ladies bonspiel, held the last weekend in
February.

The first event winning team, which
included Marilyn Proulx, Deborah Karn,
Terry McKenzie and Nancy Cranston,
was presented with the Joanne Lanktree
Memorial Plaque by her two daughters,
Sherry Forest and Susan Whynott.

The second event was won by the rink
which included Shannon Drouin, Leno-
ra Tann, Andrea Tann and Anna Love.
This team was presented with the Ann
Smith Memorial Plaque by Ann’s daugh-
ter Kerri Smith.

The third event winning rink included
Kennedy Lanktree, Sherri Marois, Le-
anne Lewis and Kerri Smith.

A total of 16 rinks took part in the bon-
spiel.

Hourly wage $18.00, travel expenses negotiable. — -

The interpretive guide will manage the museum and deal with the public who
wish to view the artifacts and learn about the history of Meldrum Bay and the
Net Shed Museum.

For more details, please contact:
Linda Lapointe at 416-522-3885 or send her an email at l.lapointe@on.aibn.com
Submit a resume with covering letter by email above or mail to:
Linda Lapointe, 22 Leader Lane, #337
Toronto, Ontario M5E 1BO

Deadline for submission: April 26, 2024
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MUNICIPALITY OF CENTRAL MANITOULIN

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Treasurer/CFO (Full-time)

The Municipality is seeking an experienced and ambitious leader to fill the
position of Treasurer/CFO. Reporting to the CAO/Clerk, the Treasurer/CFO
will be an integral member of the management team and will be responsible
for fulfilling the statutory duties required under the Municipal Act, 2001. The
Treasurer/CFO provides financial leadership and advice to Council and staff

to ensure the long-term financial sustainability of the Municipality.

The Allen team took first place in the Assiginack Curling Club annual ladies bonspiel held March
1-2. The team included skip Brittany Allen, Sharon Allen, Lynn Ham and Lianne Hovingh.

The ideal candidate will possess a combination of experience and relevant
education in municipal government. A CPA, CGA or CMA designation would
be considered an asset. Strong communication skills combined with a solid
understanding of municipal finance are a necessity. A detailed job description
is available on the Municipal website.

Acveriise yeur empleyment erperuniics
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The salary range of $ 75,800.00 - $105,000.00 and is complemented
by an excellent benefit package.

Further information including a job description is available on our website at:
www.centralmanitoulin.ca/employment

Resumés will be reviewed as they are received.
Applications can be addressed to:

A\

For exposure in our careers LIFE section and on our job
board, contact us at:
sales@manitoulin.com

Denise Deforge, CAO/Clerk
Municipality of Central Manitoulin
6020 Highway 542 | P.O. Box 420
Mindemoya, Ontario POP 1S0
ddeforge@centralmanitoulin.ca Phone: (705) 377-5726 Fax: (705) 377-5585
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Wikwemikong Warriors head to Northern Ontario secondary school championship

by Tom Sasvari
WIIKWEMKOONG—The basketball
program at Wikwemikong High School
(WHS) has returned this year, for the
first time in several years, and it has
been a successful one.

“We started the basketball program
again this year from scratch, ground
zero,” stated John Capin, co-coach along
with TJ Wabegijig of the boys’ varsity
basketball team.

He pointed out, “This is the first year
that the basketball program (at WHS)
has had a full season since before the
pandemic. Last year, the team folded due
to unforeseen circumstances. 2023-2024
is the start of a basketball program that
will focus on the development of individ-
ual skills, team building and a general
respect and love of the game.”

“The coaches want to thank the play-
ers for their continued commitment to
the game,” said Mr. Capin. “The team
played with honour and humility as
they faced senior level teams. Their
spirit and hard work made a great sea-
son for everyone involved.” He noted the
WHS team is a varsity team made up of
players of all grades at the school. They
played in the senior division this year.
“Because we were the only B division
team on hand in the league, we won the
North Shore Secondary School Associ-
ation championship,” said Mr. Capin.
“It is pretty exciting to be going to (the
Northern Ontario) championship as the
B division champion.”

Mr. Capin explained the WHS team
had prepared for the NOSSA B champi-
onship. “The team prepared for the tour-

The Wikwemikong High School Warriors basketball team won the North Shore Secondary School Association B division championship recently.

nament by participating in six pre-tour-
nament games versus senior boys’ teams
from Manitoulin and the North Shore.”
The Warriors managed to secure a 51-41
victory against Manitoulin Secondary
School on February 8 to close out the
tournament preparation.

“We ended up winning one game and
dropping five in the pre-tournament
games. We had some close games, three
were close, and we lost the other two
games. But the players never quit try-
ing,” said Mr. Capin. They played MSS,
WC Ecket and Espanola High School
twice each during the season.

Wiikwemkoong Robotics rock the FTC

“I was teaching at WHS in 1998 and
left in 2002. I coached the first basketball
team here; we won our first game and
lost the next 24 games,” said Mr. Capin.
“But not one player quit. I retired from
teaching but came back three years ago
and came back to WHS this year. I have
to admit I didn’t really want to coach
basketball this year. But I agreed to help
out for the first month and I was sur-
prised by the energy, camaraderie and
friendship the players had as a team.
After the first month I said, ‘I can coach
these guys.’”

The NOSSA B championship that took

place last weekend was contested by
four schools from Northeastern Ontario,
Manitoulin and the North Shore. Along
with WHS, WC Ecket (Blind River), Han-
mer High School (Greater Sudbury) and
the host school (Mattawa).

Members of the WHS team include
Jordan Ominika-Cooper, Jaden Mani-
towabi, Nicho Simmons, Drake Oskabe-
wisens-Recollet, Carmine Wemigwans,
Isaiah Oskabewisens-Recollet, Javier
Salas-Cooper, Conner Hill, Seth Ben-
nett, James Noakwegijig, Joe Shigwadja,
Liam Peltier, Tyrell Shawana and Mgizi
Mishibinijima.

by Tom Sasvari
WIIKWEMKOONG—Two Wikwem-
koong High School (WHS) First Technol-
ogy Challenge (FTC) teams had another
very good representation with its two
teams winning awards at a FTC virtu-
al competition held the last weekend in
January.

“It was another really good represen-
tation of the WHT teams in an Ontario
robotics competition,” said mentor/
coach Chris Mara. “One of our teams
won the design award application,
showing how the principles of indus-
trial design were used in their robot.
Team 22845 ‘Top Shop’ included Adrian
Katt, Tristan Wemigwans and Zander
Shawongonabe.”

“Team 19552 ‘Heavy Dog’ made up of
Blaine Naokwegijig, Brianna Mishibini-
jima and Tamara Naokwegijig won the
Motivation Award for best representing
the first technology competitions val-
ues,” said Mr. Mara.

“The two teams competed on the week-
end in a virtual competition,” said Mr.
Mara. “The teams had to submit a port-
folio, complete an autonomously mov-
ing robot and tele-operated by one or
drivers. They also had to design a robot
for the game, code it and focus on the
engineering and technical part of the
competition.” The teams were then in-
terviewed by judges and professionals.

Mr. Mara noted there are about 90 FTC
high school teams in Ontario, and about

Full-Time /

we aleo have openingg

DATES

Mareh [6th & [7th: 2pm - 6pm
March [9th : 6pm - 8pm
March 29th & 30th: 2pm - 6pm

? ' — D

LOOKING FOR A JOB"

3 Cowe & ACone AND 3 Cows Fries

WHETHER you’re looking for
art-Time work
or are a Student looking for a Summer Job

we are inferuiewing} on the following days (see below)
or mature counter staff, cooke,

if you can't make any of the dateg, call 705-368-3524 to cet up an interview

COME BE A PART OF OUR TEAM
offering: competitive calary, flexible hours, free uniforme, meal benefits, fun team

12 took part in this recent virtual compe-
tition. “We had competed at the Ontario
FTC before Christmas at Lo-Ellen High
School in Sudbury where the Wiikwem-
kooong Alliance team went to the cham-
pionship finals.”

Mr. Mara said that the Wiikwemkoong
team is now done its FTC competitions
for this season. “We are really warmed
up for the First Robotic Challenge team
competitions, starting in March. We will
take part in events in North Bay and Mc-
Master University in Hamilton.”
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A few members of the Wikwemikong High
School First Technology Challenge team

are shown with their robot at a recent virtual
competition.

kitchen staff

LOCATION

64 Meredith Street East
Little Current
(just past the Swing Bridge)

@ Help Wanted!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
GWEKWAADZIWIN MIIKAN
Admissions Assistant (12-Month Contract)

Gwekwaadziwin
Miikan

Position Description:

A full-time position responsible for supporting the Admissions Coordinator and task work of
the admissions team. The admissions team is often the first point of contact for participants,
families and referring professionals. This position works to ensure clients have completed all
necessary documentation prior to entry and that appropriate file management procedures are
followed. The Admissions Assistant is also responsible for communicating across various
platforms to disseminate program information and will report to and collaborate with the
clinical team for admissions and various administrative tasks.

Responsibilities and Duties:

« Reporting to the Clinical Director and receiving direction from the Admissions Coordinator
« Responsible for supporting the intake of program participants

» Working with the clinical team to prepare for incoming participants

« Electronic file and paper file management

» Communicate with participants and their families about the program

« Supporting referrals to external organizations

 Responsible for liaising with community organizations

e Assist in implementation of research and outcome measurement projects

* Various administrative duties as needed

Qualifications:

* Minimum requirement is a diploma in social services, office administration, addictions and
community service worker or other related human service diploma, with mental health and
addictions training

« Preference given to an individual of Anishinaabe ancestry with knowledge and understanding
of Anishinabek history, clan systems, protocols, etiquette, culture, traditions and ceremonies
« Proven experience with data management, office administration and electronic medical
records

« Experience working in the Mental Health and Addictions field

» Demonstrated interpersonal and communication skills (both written and verbal)

« Ability to prioritize multiple responsibilities and projects

» Mature individual who can work independently with preference given to individuals living a
traditional lifestyle and being on a life-long journey in traditional knowledge

Requirements:

« Possesses a valid Ontario class ‘G’ driver’s licence in good standing with access to a reliable
vehicle, able to obtain an ‘F’ class driver’s licence with a preference given to those who already
hold a class ‘F driver’s licence

« Ability to work outside normal business hours as required

* Must have a relevant diploma

Salary: Commensurate with qualifications.
Closing Date: March 26, 2024 at 4:30pm

To Apply: Please complete the application online at gwek.bamboohr.com/careers

Contact mmaracle@gwek.ca with any questions.

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those applicants under consideration
will be contacted for an interview.
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Welcome back from the
March Break. School was out
while students were traveling,
hanging out with friends, par-
ticipating in hobbies or even
just relaxing. This week was
the last big break until sum-
mer vacation. Students have a
little more than three months
(along with a smattering of PA
days and long weekends) to get
through before the end of the
year. That being said, there will
be many things to keep students
busy before then. For example,
the robotics team is embarking
on their five-week competition
journey, a Spring Formal is
scheduled for May, along with
Spymaster, and there are sev-
eral different sports teams pop-
ping up in the Spring.

To celebrate the last of winter,
MSS hosted a Winter Carnival
for students on the day before

ﬁmssm

Kids in the Halls i@‘

the break began. Several volun-
teers made the plethora of activ-
ities possible. Ms. Aube set up a
hot chocolate stand, Mr. Thei-
jsmeijer and Mr. Fowler wel-
comed everyone into the music
room to try out different instru-
ments or sing karaoke, the Stu-
dent Council showed the latest
Hunger Games movie (The Bal-
lad of Songbirds and Snakes, a
prequel to the original series) in
the cafeteria, Ms. Wesno host-
ed Pictionary in the art room,
Reach For The Top held trivia
competitions, the gym was open
for those interested in basket-

Alexandra
| Wilson Zegil

ball, and Hea strong had a can-
teen in the lobby for hungry stu-
dents. The highlight of the day
was the annual hockey tourna-
ment, put together by Mr. Davy
and the Athletics Association.
Community members, students
and teachers came together for
a day of friendly competition,
sport and the M’Chigeeng Are-
na’s delicious fries.

On Friday, March 22nd, the
robotics team’s season official-
ly kicks off in North Bay. At
Nipissing University, Manitou-
lin Metal will join several other
robotics teams from across the

province to compete for a spot
at the Provincial Champion-
ships. This will be the first of
potentially four competitions
for 6865. The team, along with
their robot, is also submitting
a presentation and other mate-
rials for the prestigious Impact
Award. The team’s success with
this award qualified the team
for the World Championship
last year and prequalfied them
this year. The next five weeks
will be jam-packed with robot-
ics competitions almost every
weekend in North Bay, Hamil-
ton, Mississauga and Houston
Texas. Good luck, Manitoulin
Metal!

In the next couple of weeks,
things will pick back up at MSS,
leaving more exciting school
events, activities and fundrais-
ers for this author to report on.
Until then, I will leave you with

Mindemoya Book Mice

this action shot from the Winter
Carnival, captured by Alexis
McVey.

Until next time, go, Mustangs,
go!

Students enjoy pickup basketball
games during their winter carnival.

by Claire Cline

March 2024

Claire’s Top 5 Picks

Betrayal by Phillip
Margolin

Crosshairs by James
Patterson’s

The Cage by Bonnie
Kistler

Midnight by Amy Mc-
Culloch

Our Crumbling Foun-
dation by Gregor Craigie

Betrayal:

Robin Lockwood is now
a prominent defence at-
torney in Oregon but back
in her college days, she
was a ranked and rising
MMA fighter. Her career
came to a quick end when
she was knocked out and
concussed in the first
round by Mandy Kerrig-
an, a much more talented
fighter. Now their situ-
ations couldn’t be more
different. Mandy is on her
last legs professionally,
her career nearly over,

and she is under arrest
for the quadruple murder
of all four members of the
Finch family. Kerrigan’s
only possible friend in
this hopeless situation is
Robin, the attorney she
beat in the octagon so

many years ago. Areal-
ly good read!
Crosshairs: Detective

Michael Bennet is back
and faces a professional
sniper who could be any-
one, any where in New
York City. Detective Mi-
chael teams up with Offi-
cer Rob Trilling, a shoot-
ing expert, former Army
Ranger and sniper with
the NYPD’s Emergency
Service Unit. But Officer
Rob seems more comfort-
able with rifles than he
is with people. When his
new partner begins to
log unexplained absences
from duty, only Bennet
can prove whether the
decorated officer is a lone-

ly hunter or a hardened
assassin. Another really
good read!

The Cage: On a cold,
misty Sunday night, two
women are alone in the of-
fices of fashion conglom-
erate Claudine de Martin-
eau International. One
is the company’s human
resources director who is
sitting at her desk staring
sombrely out the window.
The other woman is one
of the company’s law-
yers, buried under a pile
of paperwork, frantically
rushing to finish. Leaving
at the same time, the two
women, each preoccupied
by her own thoughts, en-
ter the elevator that will
take them down from the
thirtieth floor. When they
arrive at the lobby, one of
the women is dead. Was
it murder or suicide? A
good read!

Midnight: A once-in-a-

-

KINA Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services
Kina Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services (KGCFS) is a designated Child Welfare Service
delivering Child Protection Services within seven member First Nations in the Districts

j of Sudbury and Manitoulin. KGCFS honours and supports our families’ and community’s
inherent authority to care for their children based on unity, traditions, values, beliefs and
customs. Preference will be given to Anishinaabe Candidates, please self-identify in
your application.

We are currently inviting applications for the following
employment opportunities:

FULL-TIME position:
Sudbury:

Child Well-Being Worker: Closes March 22, 2024

CONTRACT positions:
Sudbury:

Education Support Worker: Closes March 22, 2024
Cultural Support Worker: Closes March 22, 2024
Youth Cultural Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024
Youth Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024
After Hours: Youth Outreach Worker: Closes March 29, 2024

CASUAL positions:

Receptionist (Wiikwemkoong): Closes March 22, 2024

*All postings close at 4pm EST*

To apply, kindly send your application to our Human Resources department
at hr@kgcfs.org, ensuring to specify the position title in the subject line.
For comprehensive job descriptions and to access the postings, please visit our website at:

www.kgcfs.org/employment-opportunities

lifetime trip to Antarcti-
ca — to camp beneath the
legendary midnight sun
— becomes a desperate
battle for survival against
a killer determined to fol-
low their prey to the ends
of the earth. Olivia Camp-
bell has long dreamed
of spending a holiday at
Antarctica. So when her
boyfriend, a high-pow-
ered art dealer with a
taste for the finer things
in life, decides to have a
larger prestige auction on
a luxury cruise liner to
Antarctica, Olivia could
hardly believe she was
going with him and her
dream was coming true.
But then the first bod-
ies are discovered. Good

read.

Our Crumbling Foun-
dation: This is non fic-
tion and concerns Cana-
da’s Housing Crisis. This
CBC journalist offers an
illuminating examination
of the unrelenting hous-
ing crisis Canadians find
themselves facing, and
reveals urgently needed
solutions from around the
world. He has talked with
local experts, tenants,
owners and homeless
people across Canada all
straining under tighten-
ing financial pressures.
An interesting read.

Last week  during
March break, the library
had forgiveness week for

fines on overdue books.
Thank you to the people
that returned the books
this week.

Mahjong is still going
strong Wednesday morn-
ings and Crocheting/
Knitting Tuesday after-
noons.

It is still too cold to sit
down at the beach but
nothing better than en-
joying a good book with a
cup of Baileys in front of
the fireplace. Lots of new
books and DVDs to enjoy.

Hours are Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays 10am to 4pm
and Thursdays 12 to 6pm.

See you at your library!

healthcare team:

Qualifications:

¢ A member of NPAO

Requirements:

Experience:
professionals

be an asset

Compensation:

« $2,000 signing bonus

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN FAMILY HEALTH TEAM

« BSCN NP certificate or Masters of Science Degree
« A current certificate of competence and good standing, registered with the College of
Nurses in the extended class

« Evidence of liability insurance

e Current Ontario Driver’s Licence

« Knowledge and proficiency in current, evidenced-based methods and practices of
primary care delivery with an emphasis on health promotion and risk reduction

« Prior experience and knowledge of computers and TELUS PSS Suite electronic medical
records would be an asset

« Excellent verbal and written communication skills

« Exhibit an ability to be open and work with other team members

* Must show proof of COVID-19 vaccination

« Working with Indigenous people
« Working in a community and/or a primary care setting

* Available to work 37.5 hours a week
« Top Ministry of Health salary with full benefits and ongoing educational days

¢ 6 months’ accommodation allowance

The Northeastern Manitoulin Family Health Team, located on beautiful Manitoulin Island,
just off the swing bridge, is seeking motivated and experienced individuals to join our

Two full-time Nurse Practitioners

You will complement an interdisciplinary team of health professionals and physicians that
provide primary care for patients living in Little Current and the surrounding area.

 Working with a multidisciplinary team of primary care physicians and other health

» Working with residents in long term care and/or mental health and/or acute care would

At KGCFS, we are steadfast in our dedication to fostering a work environment that is accessible to all, in ac-
cordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code. Should
you require any accommodations during the recruitment process, please do not hesitate to request them. We
sincerely appreciate your interest in joining the team; however, only candidates selected for an interview will be
contacted.

As a condition of employment, the successful candidate will be required to provide the following documents: a

Satisfactory Criminal Reference Check and/or Vulnerable Sector Check (dated within 3 months of the application

date), Driver's Abstract and Proof of Liability Insurance.
Thank you for considering a career opportunity with us.

Applications for the above position, including resumes and references, will
be accepted until Friday, March 29, 2024.

Send To: Judy Miller, Executive Director
By email to jmiller@nemfht.ca or fax (705) 368-1259
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