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Linda Debassige elected first woman Grand Chief of Anishinabek Nation
SUDBURY—Linda Debassige of M’Chigeeng First 
Nation has become the first-ever Anisinaabekwe 
Grand Council Chief for the Anishinabek Nation.

Candidates participated in the stand-up elec-
tion June 5, with the vote results being 28-9 in fa-
vour of Ms. Debassige. She will serve as the grand 
council chief for the 2024-2027 term.

“I look forward to following in the footsteps of 
all the great leaders who have served the Anishi-
nabek Nation before me, and letting the experi-
ence of our ancestors continue to guide me in my 
work every day,” Grand Council Chief Debassige 
said in a release. “It’s time for us to rise up and 
rise together. I look forward to rising up with 
Anishinabek Nation leadership and E’Dbendaag-
zijig. I am incredibly grateful and humbled to be 
here today.”

Linda Debassige served on M’Chigeeng band 
council in 2013 and was chief of the First Nation 
from 2015-2023. She previously served as Political 
Advisor to former Grand Council Chief Patrick 
Madahbee. She has also served as a First Nation 
trustee on the Rainbow District School Board and 
is currently serving as vice-chair.

After the election, Assembly of First Nation 
Chief Cindy Woodhouse congratulated Grand 
Council Chief Debassige. “Her advocacy efforts, 
particularly in advancing priorities such as the 
right to safe drinking water, have been critical-
ly important to our nation. I look forward to her 
continuing leadership within the Anishinabek 
Nation.”Twenty-eight chiefs from across the Anishinabek Nation line up behind Linda 

Debassige, including, directly behind her, Wiikwemkoong Ogimaa Rachel 
Manitowabi, in Ms. Debassige’s bid for Grand Council Chief of the Anishinabek 
Nation. Ms. Debassige was elected in a landslide win.         Ryan Peplinskie

Big week for Canadian military, past and present, on Manitoulin
Roy Eaton
represents
Manitoulin
at D-Day
80th event

Justin Roy, 
now 99,
landed 
at Juno 

on D-Day
by Michael Erskine
NORMANDY, FRANCE—With 
parachutists floating down 
from the heavens and military 
jets roaring overhead, crowds 
numbering in the tens of thou-
sands gathered on the beaches 
of Normandy to commemorate 
the June 6, 1944 Allied landings 
that heralded the liberation of 
Europe from the grip of Nazi op-
pression. Manitoulin residents 
may have noticed the absence 
of our own Roy Eaton, a reg-
ular fixture at Legion events, 
from the Decoration Day obser-
vances this year—the reason is 
he and his wife Margaret were 
among those thousands stand-
ing sentinel at Juno Beach.

“We were in a very bad posi-
tion,” he noted. “We got there 
two hours ahead of everything 
and there were 10,000s of peo-
ple. We found a little spot for 
our crew way over on the side 
and we were looking directly 
into the sun at a smaller screen. 
So, you know, the experience 
was not as great as it could be. 
Probably the best thing was the 
parachuters coming down. I 
took a video.”

The trip was far from a disap-
pointment, however. “What im-
pressed me more, and it was not 
that segment, but what we’ve 
been through for the last five 
days.”

“The last number of days 
that we’ve been here, as we go 
to each of the three beaches, we 

by Expositor staff
ARIZONA—M’Chigeeng band 
member Justin Roy is Manitou-
lin Island’s last known remain-
ing Second World War veteran. 
Nearing the centenary mark, 
Mr. Roy now makes his home in 
Arizona, but in 1943, at age 19, 
he was a strikingly handsome 
young Anishnaabe with a han-
kering for adventure. Like many 
young men on Mnidoo Mnising 
he travelled south to Toronto to 
enlist in the Canadian Forces. 

He originally wanted to join 
the paratroopers, like fellow 
M’Chigeeng band member Rene 
Cada baa would later do, or 
possibly the air force, but that 
dream was derailed by a lack of 
education. So, Mr. Roy settled 
on joining the regular army and 
was assigned to the 3rd division 
of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force.

Following his initial training 
at the CNE grounds, Mr. Roy 
would eventually find his way 
to Britain for advanced training, 
where life was relatively quiet 
and uneventful—at least until 
June 6, 1944, D-Day. England 
was a bustling hive of activity in 
the weeks leading up to the first 
week of June as the western Al-
lied nations prepared to assault 
Fortress Europe so everyone, 
including the Nazi defenders, 
knew an invasion was immi-
nent. 

“We were told the day before 
(that they were to be deployed) 

SPECIAL DELIVERY VIA CHINOOK—A Royal Canadian 
Armed Forces Chinook helicopter lands at the playground 
area at Charles C. McLean Public School. 

photos by Tom Sasvari

RCAF HONOURS GORE BAY TEACHER—Lieutenant 
Colonel Richard Harris presents a Royal Canadian Armed 
Forces ‘100 Coins to 100 Canadians’ coin to Charles 
C. McLean teacher Heather Jefkins at a special visit he 
and other members of the RCAF made to the school last 
Friday for the special presentation.

Chinook helicopter makes surprise
Friday landing at Gore Bay schoolyard,
teacher honoured for military support

Heather Jefkins, armed forces advocate
by Tom Sasvari
GORE BAY—Charles C. McLean Public School 
teacher Heather Jefkins was in tears well before a 
Royal Canadian Armed Forces Chinook helicopter 
even landed at the school’s playground last Friday, 
and this was before she was deservedly presented 
with a special RCAF Centennial Coin. She believed 
the helicopter’s arrival was a surprise for her and 
her Grade 3-4 class as part of her ‘Flat Stanley’ pen-
pal program.

A few minutes after landing, Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard Harris (Commanding Officer) of the 450 
Tactical Helicopter Squadron made a special pre-

sentation to Ms. Jefkins for her numerous contri-
butions to the Canadian Armed Forces, including 
the creation of Operation Flat Stanley, Operation 
Troop Support (Christmas care packages to mem-
bers of the Canadian Forces serving in other parts 
of the world) and her designation 11 years ago as an 
Honourary United Nations Peacekeeper (exempli-
fying her dedication and service).

“Please come forward,” Lieutenant Colonel Har-
ris requested Ms. Jefkins, as troops from the RCAF 
helicopter and all C.C. McLean students and staff 
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Sheguiandah roundhouse destroyed in early morning fire
Second suspicious fire in the 
community since late April

by Michael Erskine
SHEGUIANDAH FN—A round-
house that was the dream proj-
ect of Sheguiandah Elder Gord 
Waindubence baa and the site 
of many important Anishi-
naabek Nation gatherings and 
ceremonies was destroyed in an 
early morning fire on Tuesday, 
June 4 that remains under in-
vestigation.

Firefighters from the NEMI 
Fire Department responded to 
the blaze around 5:30 am and, 
although the firefighters were 
quickly able to “knock the fire 
down” and completely cleared 
the scene after a three-hour bat-
tle, the structure was complete-
ly engulfed by the time the fire-
fighters were on the scene.

“When we got here the pro-
pane tanks were already vent-
ing off,” said NEMI Fire Chief 
Duane Deschamps at the scene. 

Given the extent of the dam-
age, the fire likely started on 
the lake side of the building, out 
of sight of the main road and at 
the opposite side from the pro-
pane tanks.

This is the second fire with 
deep personal connections to 

the Waindubence family to 
take place within the past few 
weeks, the first resulting in the 
destruction of a historic decom-
missioned Anglican Church 
whose reconstruction was the 
dream project of Clara Wain-
dubence baa.

Luckily, no one was injured 
in either blaze.

UCCM Anishinaabe Police 
Service Staff Sargeant Brad 
Mack confirmed the police are 
investigating the fire with the 
assistance of the OPP, but no 
cause has yet been determined.

An emotion-charged pipe car-
rier gathering was held at the 
site in the following day, offici-
ated by Chop Waindubence, son 
of respected elder Gord Wain-
dubence.

Renovations and repair of the 
Roundhouse and Community 
Centre was the subject of heat-
ed debate at the Sheguiandah 
First Nation council table, with 
Councillors Orville and Jake 
Aguonie arguing the building 
would be too expensive to re-
pair and should be torn down.

NEMI Fire Department responded to an early morning fire June 4 at the Sheguiandah roundhouse. The fire has been 
deemed suspicious in nature, the second such suspicious fire in the community since April 24.

photo by Michael Erskine

Long-awaited Gore Bay Airport 
terminal building set to open soon
by Tom Sasvari
GORDON/BARRRIE ISLAND—
While all the work taking place 
at the Gore Bay-Manitoulin 
Airport will not be entirely 
complete until this fall, the new 
terminal is expected to be open 
and operational by the end of 
this month or soon after.

“It will be a showpiece to wel-
come all aviators and visitors 
to Manitoulin Island,” stated 

Lee Hayden, reeve of Gordon/
Barrie, which, along with the 
Town of Gore Bay and Burpee 
and Mills Township, own and 
operate the airport. 

“It’s very welcome news that 
the terminal and the entire proj-
ect is nearing completion,” said 
Reeve Hayden. “I’ve been in the 
terminal building, and it is go-
ing to be very nice.” 

Airport Manager Robbie Col-

well said, “Nearly five years 
have passed since approval for 
funding from the Rural and 
Northern stream of the Invest-
ing in Canada Program (ICIP) 
was received for improvements 
to the Gore Bay-Manitoulin Air-
port. The construction project 
included a new air terminal 
building, helipad and emergen-
cy stand-by generator.”

“Excitement is now brewing 
at the airport as the finish line 
for the new air terminal build-
ing is now in sight,” said Mr. 
Colwell. “The modern, bright 
and spacious new building will 
soon be the headquarters for 
airport operations as well as 
many other airport support ser-
vices and client amenities.”

Mr. Colwell explained the 

Drug search warrant leads 
to arrest of wanted party 
Mitchell Gillingham
M’CHIGEENG—Shortly before 7 pm on Monday, June 3, UCCM 
Anishnaabe Police Service, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
Emergency Response Team (ERT) and the OPP Tactical Rescue Unit 
(TRU) executed a search warrant at apartment 1-36 Tikmeg Road, 
M’Chigeeng First Nation. The female resident of that apartment, 
Sarah Migwans Bayer, 23, surrendered to police and was taken into 
custody.

During the search Mitchell Osama Gillingham, 33, of Windsor, 
was arrested following lengthy negotiations with police. Police lo-
cated the male suspect in the attic with a handgun. Neighbours were 
evacuated for their safety and residents in homes in the surrounding 
block were asked to shelter in place. The subject attempted to evade 
police by breaking through the attics of neighbouring units. How-

Manitoulin Centennial Manor 
tops in resident satisfaction

New campground, RV site will open this 
summer near Gore Bay, Priddle Park

by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—Manitoulin Centennial Manor Administra-
tor Don Cook could not admit he was totally surprised when the 
Manor scored high on a resident’s satisfaction survey, noting 
that he, along with the rest of the management team, has great 
pride in the care and dedication of his frontline staff. But he was 
pleasantly surprised to learn that the Manor came in at the top of 
the ranks when the results were tallied. The Manor came in first 
among the 125 Extendicare-managed homes in Ontario.

“This is a very special award,” noted Mr. Cook. “It’s special be-
cause it reflects on the entire staff. This has come about because 
of the work of everyone on staff here at the Manor.”

Resident and family feedback is crucial to improving care, he 
noted, “that’s why each year Extendicare conducts experience 
surveys with residents and their families in every Extendicare 

by Tom Sasvari
GORDON/BARRIE IS-
LAND—A portion of the first 
phase for a new trailer, rec-
reational vehicle and tenting 
campground is going to be 
opened in mid-summer in a 
location just outside the town 
of Gore Bay and in Gordon and 
Barrie Island township.

“A campground is really 
needed in the Gore Bay area,” 
stated Cole McLaughlin one 
of the developer/proponents 
of the project along with his 
father Hugh, said after a Gor-
don/Barrie Island public and 
municipal council meeting 
last week. “We are hoping to 
begin to have the first phase of 
the plan done and open before 
the end of June.”

Lee Hayden, reeve of Gor-
don/Barrie Island township 
municipality told The Exposi-
tor, “Council passed a site-spe-
cific zoning amendment to 
allow the campground propo-
nents to develop the plan.” 

“The project will be phased 

in,” said Reeve Hayden, who 
noted one of the requirements 
the proponents needed to have 
carried out by the MTO was 
a traffic impact study, which 
showed there will be no im-
pacts on traffic. 

“It is definitely development 

that is welcomed,” said Reeve 
Hayden. “Council definitely 
recognizes the need for this 
type of campground in the 
township.” 

The public meeting held as 

Accused wanted on previous incident April 19

Manitoulin Centennial Manor staff gather with some residents to celebrate 
the news that the long-term care home had achieved the highest score in an 
experience survey conducted across the 125 nursing homes managed by 
Extendicare. Manor Administrator Don Cook holds the coveted trophy that will 
be displayed in a case in the nursing home lobby.

photo by Michael Erskine

Tehkummah ditches reeve 
title in favour of mayor
TEHKUMMAH—Tehkummah Township council has unanimously 
voted in favour of changing the name of reeve to mayor and deputy 
reeve to deputy mayor. 

“A bylaw was passed by council to change the name of the title 
of heads of council from reeve to mayor and from deputy reeve to 
deputy mayor,” said Mayor John Deforge, after a council meeting 
last week.

Mayor Deforge said, “the name reeve is usually used in smaller 
townships and mayor is used in the larger municipalities. We are 
trying to move out of the dark ages by passing this bylaw to change 
the names.”

Mayor Deforge said, “the previous council had tried to make 
these changes.” However, the previous council “shot down the 
idea. The current council passed the bylaw unanimously.”
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“who dares not offend cannot be honest”
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opinion

editorial
D-Day 80th anniversary reminds us to ‘Stand on Guard’

They grow old, those members of the ‘Greatest Generation’ who 
laid their lives on the line storming the beaches of Normandy 80 
years ago June 6. (Editor’s Note: For those too young to have heard 
the term before, ‘The Greatest Generation’ refers to those who pre-
ceded the Boomer gang. It was they who endured the hardships of 
the Great Depression, who defended democracy on distant shores 
with their life’s blood).

Their ranks grow ever thinner and this year’s commemoration 
of the D-Day landings on Juno Beach, where over 20,000 men of the 
Canadian 3rd and 2nd Divisions stormed ashore to liberate Eu-
rope and defend democracy, will likely be the last milestone event 
where veterans, each at least 90 and many over 100, will take part.

The term ‘Lest We Forget’ has been so oft repeated that we are in 
danger of forgetting just what those words mean.

Today we stand at the brink, just as those members of the Great-
est Generation did in 1938.

Our Western populations have lived largely in peace and plenty 
(for those younger generations concerned about their future—look 
up just what the Great Depression entailed) since those thousands 
of sacrifices bled into the waters of the English Channel. It has 
been a hard-won peace and prosperity.

In the post-First World War years, Western democracies beat 
their swords into plowshares, quite literally--the West disarmed 
and butter concerns far outweighed any thoughts of guns. After all, 
it was “the war to end all wars.” World peace would be assured by 
the League of Nations.

The strongmen of the world took note.
Two names that will live forever in infamy, Germany’s Hitler 

and the Soviet Union’s Stalin, hatched a plan to carve up Poland be-
tween them, convinced the West would stand aside with its empty 

hands, helpless to intervene. While the Russian Empire (let’s face 
it, that is what it was and is, regardless of its current label) later 
became our allies against the Nazi regime after being betrayed and 
invaded by Germany, we tend to forget that salient fact.

The US has maintained a certain ‘Pax America’ under which our 
nation has sheltered since the end of hostilities circa 1945 and the 
threat of nuclear annihilation, appropriately labeled with the ac-
ronym MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction), led to a Cold War in 
which brinksmanship never really reached the fever pitch to make 
that cold war so hot (albeit close run with the Cuban Crisis).

In the meantime, it seems we have forgotten. 
Only a strong and determined alliance of democracies can rein in 

the dreams of world domination of strongmen and fascists.
For those wondering what the attraction of The Donald is for our 

neighbours to the South, the lessons of 1938-42 and US isolationism 
can prove enlightening. A good many “independent” voters believe 
the bone spur warrior will keep them out of “foreign” wars. US iso-
lationism is far from dead. US isolationists should perhaps forget 
the Alamo and remember Pearl Harbour. Stand with your hands in 
your pocket long enough when a brawl is going on and someone is 
going to take a poke at you too. Together we stand.

As for our own politicos, it is long past time we reinvigorate our 
military. Although the Canadian Armed Forces are far from the 
paper tiger some social media warriors might suggest, our nation 
still needs to up its game considerably.

It may not be politically popular, but we need to invest a little 
less in butter and a bit more in guns—it’s not pleasant or “sunny” 
but we neglect defence to our peril, literally. We need to do it today, 
not tomorrow.

letter
Cyclist praise for Manitoulin’s paved shoulders

Now if we can just get Highway 542 paved on its entire length
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is an open letter to the Honourable Prabmeet 
Singh Sarkaria, Ontario Minister of Transportation, and has been reprinted here 
at the author’s request.

Re: Highway 542, Manitoulin Island
Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates (MICA) would like to take 

this opportunity to thank MTO for granting Manitoulin Island  
road safety infrastructure in the form of paved shoulders on three 
of four provincial highways.

These paved shoulders receive praise from OPP, EMS, fire chiefs 
and school bus drivers, as they allow drivers to pull over safely 
for them. They help to keep our Amish population much safer and 
have helped MICA’s work since 2010. Manitoulin Island is now 
known as one of Ontario’s and Canada’s best cycle destinations. 
Many of Manitoulin’s accommodation providers report more than 
20 percent of their annual income is due to cycle tourism. 

We applaud your goal of getting people moving and connecting 
communities efficiently and safely for all modes of transportation. 
The province-wide cycling network plan shows Hwy 542 for most of 
its length as the planned cycle route.

Highway 542 has received work in 2023, and we believe is still 
under warranty. To everyone’s consternation it was done in such 
a subpar standard, that in spring of 2024 we experience this road 
worse than it was before the work in 2023.  

Lanark County studies have clearly shown that paved shoulders 
are cheaper when the cost is calculated over five years. Australian 
studies showed, that roads with paved shoulders are safer for all 
road users (41 percent less car accidents).

We are advocating for adding paved shoulders for the safety of all 
road users in Northern Ontario, where winters are harsh, and in 
spring  the  dirt  shoulders become very soft and dangerous to pull over.  
We are happy to see cross ministerial input sought in your commit-
tees. Moving people is so very much interrelated with the Ministry 
of Health, Ministry of Tourism and the Ministry of Education.

MICA advocates for resurfacing Hwy 542 for its entire length 
with paved shoulders. Hwy 542 is heavily used by ferry departure 
anxiety driven traffic, by low speed farm traffic, by the Amish fam-
ilies travelling by horse and buggy. Hwy 542 is, in many portions, 
part of the 850km suggested cycle routes found on Manitoulin used 
by thousands of cyclists every year for three of the four seasons. 
Hwy 542 travels through 3 municipalities, it is in very rough condi-
tion, and very narrow for the safety of all vehicular traffic

Sincerely grateful for your work and insight. 
Looking forward to your response,

Maja Mielonen 
Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates

Mimdemoya

OTTAWA—Algoma-Manito-
ulin-Kapuskasing MP Carol 
Hughes took the opportunity 
to highlight the start of Pride 
Month on the first sitting day 
of June and to flag some of the 
major events happening in Algo-
ma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing.

“This past weekend, Elliot 
Lake Pride kicked off Pride 

month with a rainbow flag rais-
ing, a karaoke night and a rain-
bow dinner,” said MP Hughes, 
in a press release. “But that is 
just the beginning. Le Conseil 
des Arts de Hearts is hosing Cab-
aret Queer on June 7 with drag 
queen Mona de Grenoble. Pride 
Manitoulin kicks off on June 6 
with a parade in Sheshegwaning 

First Nation on June 8. Espano-
la pride’s second Pride weekend 
is June 21 and the Pride Family 
Colour Run in Wawa is June 29.”

Additionally, MP Hughes took 
the opportunity to highlight the 
accomplishments of one constit-
uent in particular. 

“I also want to take a moment 
to recognize my constituent 

Douglas Elliott, who has dedicat-
ed his life to the LGBTQ+ com-
munity and was instrumental 
in winning a legal battle against 
the government for their role in 
the LGBT Purge. Douglas was on 
hand to break ground on the Na-
tional LGBTQ+ “Thunderhead” 
Monument last month.

MP Hughes flags start of Pride Month in House of Commons

Kiara Genereux left, and Caeley 
Genereaux pose with their mother, 
Lesley McLean (centre)

Sheshegwaning First Nation holds Pride Parade and dance 

Pride Committee is joined by Pharaoh Moans (far left) and Sapphire 
Flame second for right, along with costumed participants.

photo by Jacqueline St. Pierre

ABOVE and BELOW: Youth participate in Pride 
Parade Photo provided by Sheshegwaning Pride 
Committee.
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by Tom Sasvari
PROVIDENCE  BAY—If it 
was great music you want-
ed, the annual Bluegrass 
in the Country event held 
in Providence Bay cer-
tainly filled the bill. The 
event is held annually to 
support our tremendous 
Manitoulin Special Olym-
pics athletes.

Despite less-than-ideal 
weather conditions for 
the event held this past 
weekend, there was a 
good-sized crowd on hand 
on Friday evening, with 
the music taking place in-
side the Providence Bay 
arena.

“This event started in 
2009 and we would have 
been celebrating our 15th 
anniversary this year if 
not for COVID,” said Ben 
Lentir, chair of the volun-

teer organizing commit-
tee. “So, this is our 13th 
year. All the proceeds 
raised from the weekend 
event will support our 
amazing Manitoulin Spe-
cial Olympic athletes.”

On Friday evening, 
during a break in the 
music Janet Anning, co-

ordinator for Manitoulin 
Special Olympics (MSO) 
introduced snowshoeing 
athlete Matthew Bedard. 
“Matthew is an amazing 
athlete. At the Special 
Olympics Canada Winter 
Games held in Calgary 
earlier this year, Matthew 
competed in the five kilo-
metre, 800 metre and 1,600 

metre events, winning 
a bronze medal in each 
event.”  

Along with Mr. Bedard, 
Ms. Anning explained the 
MSO curling team won 
the gold medal at this 
year’s Canada Winter 
Games. The team includes 
skip Tyler Madahbee, vice 
Dylan Danville, second 
William LeClair and leads 
Dayne Tipper and Austin 
Recollet. She said it is the 

community support with 
those attending Bluegrass 
in the Country that goes a 
long way to providing the 
funds necessary for MSO 
athletes and teams to 
participate in events like 
Canada Special Olympics 
regional, provincial and 
national games.

“I would like to thank 
all of you here tonight 
for being here, to en-
joy the great music and 
supporting MSO,” said 
Carol Hughes, MP for Al-
goma-Manitoulin-Kapus-
kasing, a guest speaker 
at Bluegrass on Friday 

evening. “It is all about all 
these special athletes and 
all of you who came out 
for the music and to help 
support the athletes.” 
She also praised the orga-
nizers of the event for all 
their efforts in putting on 
this type of event.

“We have a very good 
crowd here this evening 
which is fantastic,” said 
Bonita Mercer, master 
of ceremonies Friday 
evening. “We are very 
pleased to share our lit-
tle paradise here with all 
those here tonight from 
off-Island. We are very 

proud to be Manitoulin Is-
landers!”

Ms. Mercer introduced 
each of the performers 
Friday evening, which 
included 2nd Line Blue-
grass, Ben Lentir and 
the Lentir Family, Gran-

ite Hill and Simply Blu. 
She said in introducing 
Mr. Lentir and his chil-
dren Karlee, Katelyn and 
George Michael, along 
with Murray Pritchard 
and Bob Bartlett, “It is so 
great to see a local family 
band like this perform. It 

just shows again that we 
have so much musical tal-
ent on the Island.”

Mr. Lentir said, “It is 
wonderful to see the love 
going on in the communi-
ty, in support of our Spe-
cial Olympic athletes.”

While the great music 
was being played, attend-
ees had the opportunity 
to visit the many vendors 
selling their wares and 
food, inside and outside 
the arena.

While the weather 
didn’t cooperate much 
better on Saturday, there 
was a great crowd on 
hand to see and hear the 
music of performers Av-
ery Drive, Simply Blu, 
Granite Hill, 2nd Line 
Bluegrass during the day 
and in the evening the 
Canucky Bluegrass Boys, 
The Barrel Boys and the 

featured band for the 
weekend, David Peterson 
and 1946.

On Sunday, a gospel 
show was held with mu-
sic being provided by 
performers Ben Lentir, 
Robbie Shawana and The 
Barrel Boys.

Bluegrass in the Country draws large and happy crowds

David Peterson and 1942 headlined the mainstage on Saturday. It was nip and tuck for the popular 
band to make it onstage as they had travelled all the way from Tennessee experiencing automobile 
trouble.

photo by Michael Erskine

Barrel Boys gathered at the merch table following their Saturday 
evening gig.

photo by Michael Erskine

Central Manitoulin Mayor 
Richard Stephens enjoyed 
a delicious sweet treat, 
purchased from one of the 
vendors at the Bluegrass in 
the Country.

photo by Tom Sasvari

Northern Opry inductees Robbie Shawana and George 
Williamson toast with some roast while hanging at the Redrum 
table.

photo by Tom Sasvari

Bluegrass volunteers Aiden McFarlane, Katelyn Lentir and 
Kaylee Lentir were working the Michael’s Bay Society table.

photo by Michael Erskine

Simply Blu was the headline act on Friday evening.
photo by Tom Sasvari

Ben Lentir, chair of the volunteer organizing committee for 
Bluegrass in the Country, Janet Anning, coordinator of Manitoulin 
Special Olympics, Special Olympics athlete Matthew Bedard 
and Carol Hughes, MP for Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing 
pose for a photo at the music festival last Friday evening. 

photo by Tom Sasvari

Manitoulin Special Olympians and coaches had a great time at 
Bluegrass in the Country.

photo by Alexia Hannigan

Author and journalist Mike Strobel, right, was on hand with 
copies of his latest book ‘Viking Cat,’ a fundraiser for Variety 
Village.

photo by Michael Erskine

The Saturday night crowd numbered well north of 400 music 
lovers.

photo by Michael Erskine Ben Lentir and the Lentir family band perform at the Bluegrass in 
the Country Friday evening.

photo by Tom Sasvari
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Driver charged following call for service
One person has been arrested and charged with im-

paired driving.
On June 2, shortly after 12 pm, the Manitoulin Ontar-

io Provincial Police (OPP) responded to a call of a sus-
picious vehicle parked on Highway 6 in Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands (NEMI).

Police located the vehicle parked and observed the 
driver to be unconscious. Police contacted the Manito-
ulin-Sudbury Paramedic Services as a precaution and 
the driver was transported to a local hospital.

As a result of the investigation, Anna Peltier, 29, 
from Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory (WUT) has 
been charged with operation while impaired-alcohol 
and drugs, and driving a vehicle with cannabis readily 
available.

The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontar-
io Court of Justice in Gore Bay on July 16.

Manitoulin OPP charge driver following 
traffic complaint

One person has been arrested and charged following 
a traffic complaint. 

On June 4, shortly before 1 pm, the Manitoulin OPP 
responded to a traffic complaint of a possible impaired 

driver on Highway 6. The vehicle was travelling south-
bound towards Little Current and unable to maintain 
its lane.

Police located the vehicle on Meredith Street and 
conducted a traffic stop. Upon speaking with the driver, 
police were able to determine the driver was impaired. 
The driver was subsequently arrested and transported 
to the OPP for further testing.

As a result of the investigation, Derek Lavigueur, 44, 
from Sudbury has been charged with operation while 
impaired by alcohol and drugs.

The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontar-
io Court of Justice in Gore Bay on July 2. 

The driver was issued a 90-day administrative driv-
er’s licence suspension, and the vehicle was impound-
ed for seven days.

WTPS conducts RIDE checks 
The Wikwemikong Tribal Police Service (WTPS) 

conducted reduce impaired driving everywhere (RIDE) 
checks over the weekend of June 1-2 with approximate-

ly 132 vehicles checked. There were no impaired driv-
ers encountered and a few cautions were issued for 
Highway Traffic Act offences.

The WTPS would like to remind the public that po-
lice take a zero-tolerance policy to impaired driving 
and would like to remind the community to continue 
to drive responsibly. Do not drink and drive, call for a 
ride or spend the night.

Police investigate break and enter occurrences
The WTPS responded to a few break and enter and 

attempt to break and enter incidents over the last week, 
May 27-June 2.

On June 2, at approximately 9:30 am, police were 
called to an apartment in the main village of the Wiik-
wemkoong Unceded Territory (WUT). The homeowner 
reported that it appeared that suspect(s) may have tried 
to break into the residence as the window screen was 
damaged and an air conditioning unit was tampered 
with.

It did not appear entry was gained but a tool that may 
have been used was also located at the scene by police.

On June 2 at approximately 8 am the WTPS received 

Hello everyone Alexia here with your Friendly 
Papa Fly!

Here we are in the beautiful throws of the countdown 
to summer solstice and we have the bites and bruises 
to show for it. Nothing says true grit and summer like 
swollen bites, blisters, shiners and sunburns! All in the 
name of showboating our best Bluegrass in the Coun-
try, guest-ready homes ‘n gardens and best boats and 
bikes. Well done, everyone! June is a time when people 
gather to celebrate, remember and reunite. Where dads 
get to show, shine and show-off a little so this is an ode 
to all of our sons, brothers, uncles, nephews, best buds, 
fathers of brides to be, fathers, grandfathers and fore-
fathers.

You are the rock-steady, remarkable rockets your 
mothers raised you to be and you’re doing great! A 
toast and a tip of the hat to all you vaders, waders and 
men of men. It’s certainly not an easy role to fulfill so 
take a minute to congratulate yourself for your physi-
cal prowess, mental fortitude and multi-tasking, even 
if it is just taking a nap while balancing a beer and a 
butter tart on your belly. We don’t say it often enough: 
Dearest dads, this one’s for you! We love you and we are 
grateful for you. 

Here’s what’s happening:
Providence Bay Arena and Fairgrounds: youth soc-

cer continues Saturdays from 10 to 11 am on noted 
dates: soccer on Saturday, June 15. Soccer is cancelled 
on Saturday, June 22.

Bluegrass in the Country rocked hard and was a huge 
success. Hats off to all the builders, organizers, stage-
hands and musicians! 

Providence Bay Hall: exercise class continues on 
Friday mornings at 10:30 am; Lions Den meeting down-
stairs, 7 pm tonight, Wednesday, June 12.

Mindemoya: The Central Manitoulin Historical So-
ciety is having its annual general meeting on Wednes-
day, June 12 at 7 pm. The meeting will be held at the 
Pioneer Museum and refreshments will be served. New 
members welcome; Taekwon-do continues Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at Mindemoya Hall; 42nd 
Pearson Cup mixed softball tournament, Father’s Day 
weekend, in Mindemoya, June 14, 15 and 16; 8 am to 10 
pm at the Mindemoya ballfields.

M’Chigeeng: Kenjgewin Teg Open House, Thursday, 
June 13 from 4 to 7pm; babysitting course at Kenjgewin 
Teg on Saturday, June 15 from 9 am to 4 pm, prepaid 
pre-registered event.

Providence Bay beach and boardwalk: Providence 
Bay beach is an amazing 2 km sand beach on the Lake 
Huron coast that is open to the public. Grab some re-
freshments and snacks, enjoy some local art and fan-
fare and say hello to Lance and the crew at Huron Island 
Time, Bridget, Catherine, Obayaa, Lizze, Clau, Lex and 
also the crew at The Mutchmor Gallery and Peace Cafe, 
Matt and Ben and crew at Huron Fish and Chips Co. 
The Water is perfect now for swimming, so play safe 
and enjoy the beautiful beaches and views!

If you see any big branches or sticks, please gather 
them close to the docks and keep our water and beaches 
clean and safe.

Providence Bay Community of Christ Church 11 am 
Sunday, June 16. This Father’s Day service is a musical 
ode to dads.

‘Toulin Turtles: Turtles are nesting and all over the 
roads right now so please watch closely and slow down 
while driving around lakes and wetlands. If you see an 
injured turtle, contact Turtle Pond at 705-691-0433 or 
visit Friends of Manitoulin Turtles online.
The Heavens: Rewards this month are numerous, with 
a beautiful crescent moon shining close to the stars of 
Gemini and Leo, a big moon close to the brightest star 
in Scorpius, and noctilucent clouds visible in the north-
eastern night sky. After the summer solstice on Thurs-
day, June 20, the first full moon of

summer occurs on June 21, with a big rocket launch 
from Kennedy Space Center scheduled for June 25. So, 
space fans and stargazers have plenty to get excited 
about in June.

A special toast and toe tap for the dads that are watch-
ing over us from up above, we love you, we miss you.

Happy Father’s Day weekend to all.
“Well, that’s the thing about life, is the surprises, the 

little things that sneak up on you and grab hold of you.”
George Banks, Father of the Bride (starring, in their 

various eras, Spencer Tracy (1920), Steve Martin (1991) 
and Andy Garcia (2022).

Took a quick flight down south and we are actual-
ly writing the column from the airport this week. 

It has been a bit of a crazy trip. We just got here and 
there’s a woman completely passed out on the luggage 
carousel! She’s slowly coming around now. We spent 
some time in South America on this trip. We Ecua-dore 
it there! The next stop on the trip was Cuba and we are 
Havana great time! One half of Team Fergmeijer decid-
ed we should jump out of a perfectly good airplane while 
we are here. She is definitely the more adventurous of 
the two of us; she tends to chute first and ask questions 
later. The friend we were staying with loves to travel 
by Zeppelin (she hasn’t figured out there are faster and 
easier ways to get around yet). She’s happy though. It’s 
true what they say: ignorance is blimps. 

Thank you to Manitoulin Streams for orchestrating 
the planting of new native trees and shrubs along the 
Kagawong beach and waterfront area! These plants 
will provide shade to the playground area, prevent 
geese from coming into the playground, reduce runoff 
and provide food for small bird species and pollinators. 
Thank you also to all the volunteers who came out to 
help plant!

Body Stories Dance is hosting free adult and teen 
Mindful Movement workshops throughout June and 
July at the Kagawong Park Centre! Workshops are 
Mondays from June 3 until July 15 (but not July 1) from 
7 to 8:30 pm. Teens are welcome with a participating 
adult. For more information or to register, email bodys-
toriesdance@gmail.com or call 647-213-1497.

Come on out for a delightful evening of music, hosted 
by the Island Singers and the Manitoulin Community 
Choir on Saturday, June 22 at 7 pm. Manitoulin choirs 
and musicians will be performing at Manitoulin Sec-
ondary School that evening for a pay-what-you-wish do-
nation to Manitoulin Family Resources. It will be great 
music for a great cause!

Happy 29th birthday wishes go out to Trish T and 
Karlene S. We hope you both enjoy an all-nighter to 
celebrate (even if these days that just means sleeping 
through the night without getting up to pee).

It’s just around the corner! Kagawong’s summer mar-
kets run weekly on Wednesdays beginning on June 26. 
Be sure to stop in the village for some great finds and 
support local artisans and bakers. 

Looking to spin a yarn? The Jabbawong Storytelling 
Festival is back, Friday, July 5 and Saturday, July 6 in 
Kagawong. Check out Jabbawong Storytelling Festival 
on Facebook for more details.

Start your engines! The Kagawong Show and Shine 
car show is back! Join classic car enthusiasts on Sat-
urday, July 13 from 10 am to 3 pm at Dig and Doug’s 
Cedar Furniture on Main Street (free parking available 
right next door in the township lot). There will be lots of 
great cars on display for all to admire. Sponsored by the 
Billings Parks, Recreation, and Wellness Committee.

The Billings Library keeps things going in the sum-
mer with the annual book sale and local author show-
case on Saturday, July 20. Don’t forget about the Mani-
toulin Art Tour that same weekend!

The Old Mill Heritage Centre is now open seven days 
a week! Don’t miss the popular vintage camera and pho-
tographic exhibition (back by popular demand). There 

is also a new exhibit featuring local representatives 
who have gone on to have storied political careers. Be 
sure to stop in! Also in museum news, mark Thursday, 
August 8 in your calendars: History Day in Kagawong 
is back with speakers Richard Thomas and Mike Stro-
bel. Check out the Old Mill Heritage Centre Facebook 
page for more details.

Billings Library is planning another beach movie 
night and they are taking suggestions! Email billings-
reads@gmail.com to give your suggestion of a movie 
title for a community movie night by the water.

Tennis, anyone? The Manitoulin Tennis Club is back 
to meeting Sunday mornings at 10 am at the Manitou-
lin Secondary School courts. Players of all abilities are 
welcome, with lessons available in the near future.

Do you know what is worse than raining cats and 
dogs on your holidays? Hailing a taxi. Have a great 
week!

Scott and Enid Runnalls had their daughter Katie 
from Toronto home last week for a visit.

Sandy and Jim Miller from Ottawa visited last week 
with Oliver and Barb Runnalls.

Bill and Gail Lewis from Espanola visited George and 
Carolyn Calback Tuesday afternoon.

Best wishes to Oliver Runnalls on his birthday on 
June 8.

On Friday, May 31 Murray and Gladys Duncanson’s 
family arrived for the weekend. They organized a 

60th anniversary party on Saturday at the Silver Water 
Community Hall.  There was a large crowd at the party 
who enjoyed the speeches, dancing and supper.

On Friday night, there were four tables of euchre 
players in Meldrum Bay.

Saturday evening, Keith and Iris Clarke invited Tom 
and Linda Rumley, Myra Duncanson and myself to 
their house for six handed euchre.

On Sunday, June 2 Myra Duncanson, Shawn Noble 
and I went to Tehkummah to play in their monthly eu-
chre tournament. Natasha McVey and Harold Rogers 
brought home the prizes.

On Monday night, Murray Duncanson, Donna Kay 
McDonald, Myra Duncanson and I went to the Burpee 
and Mills Complex to play euchre. It was their final 
night until late September. There were 11 tables of play-
ers.

On Thursday afternoon, the UCW meeting was held 
at Sylvia Pfeifer’s home in Evansville. There were 18 
ladies. A huge number of events were discussed.

Thursday evening, there were eight tables of euchre 
players at the Silver Water hall.

Shawn Noble told me that he went for a walk through 
the bush on Wednesday. He happened upon two moth-
er partridges who were very unhappy about him being 
there. He did get to see a bunch of baby partridge before 
he got out of the area.

On Saturday, June 15 there will be a vendor market 
in our yard. There will also be the UCW’s annual yard 
sale in the basement of the community hall. Donations 
for it can be dropped off Thursday or Friday morning.

The annual picnic will be held on Saturday, June 29. 
The theme is “On the Farm”. Everyone is encouraged 
to decorate their yards and get a float into the parade. 
Maybe we will have a lot of tractors entered. There will 
be lunch available and ball games to watch.

Friends and Neighbours

Kagawong 
Team Fergmeijer

Silver Water 
Karen Noble

Barrie Island 
Lillian Greenman

Providence Bay 
Alexia Hannigan

...continued on page 20
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building will house the 
region’s Canada Border 
Services Agency (CBSA) 
office, a pilot fatigue man-
agement/flight planning 
area and a food server. 
“The large centre core 
is the focal point of the 
building which connects 
to all components, pre-
senting amazing views 
airside through the full-
span glass wall. Sufficient 
washrooms, a small meet-
ing/day rental office and 
space for the Gore Bay 
Flying Club complement 
the facility.”

“The structure is built 
to post-disaster structural 
standards and can be used 
as an emergency/crisis 
management centre,” said 
Mr. Colwell. “The termi-
nal has adopted the latest 
in technology, energy effi-
ciency and functionality 
that will better serve the 
aviation community.”

“It’s said that anything 
that is worthwhile takes 
time,” said Reeve Hayden. 
“The biggest delay in 
this project has been 
COVID-related inflation-
ary costs that prevented 
us to get construction 

started earlier.”
“Robby Colwell is ex-

pected to be moving over 
to the new airport ter-
minal building in mid to 
late June,” said Gore Bay 
Mayor Ron Lane. He noted 
the entire airport project 
will not officially be done 
until September with the 
demolition of the current 

airport ter-
minal, land-
scaping and 
fencing to 
take place. 

“This is 
a $4 plus million project 
and will not only benefit 
the aviation community, 
staff and visitors to the 
airport, but will provide a 

helipad that will provide 
safety,” said Mayor Lane. 

“Our airport can han-
dle just about anything 
in terms of aircraft, is a 
fully operational munic-

ipal airport and provides 
weather service as well,” 
said Mayor Lane.

As was reported previ-
ously, in early June 2023 a 
$4.3 million contract was 
awarded by the owners 
of the airport, Gore Bay, 
Gordon/Barrie Island and 
Burpee and Mills town-
ship to Lignum Builders 
of Espanola for the con-
struction. Funding for the 
projects is coming from 
FedNor, the owner mu-
nicipalities, the Airport 
Commission and private 
donors. 

“The future of the air-

port looks much brighter 
as we put our upgrades 
into action to infuse op-
timum customer experi-
ence, strengthen aviation 
safety and offer much 
improved service deliver-
ables to our users,” said 
Mr. Colwell. “The avia-
tion community already 
loves our airport, and this 
relationship will intensi-
fy once people start flow-
ing through this magnifi-
cent facility that will form 
a key role in expanding 
our airport as an aviation 
hub.”

ever, through negotiation, 
Mr. Gillingham was ar-
rested without serious in-
juries to himself or police.

The housing complex at 
36 Tikmeg Road had to be 
shut down and residents 
temporarily displaced 
from their homes. Subse-
quent search warrants ex-
ecuted on June 5 located a 
loaded handgun and what 
police believe to be over 
four ounces of fentanyl 
and over two ounces of co-
caine, all in the attic area. 
Unfortunately, due to the 
actions of the accused par-
ties, the entire housing 
complex sustained exten-
sive damage while police 
tried to remove Mr. Gill-
ingham from the attic area 
to affect a safe arrest.

“This event has caused 
concern, trauma and wor-
ry to the children and 
residents in the imme-
diate neighbourhood as 
well as the community of 
M’Chigeeng at large,” said 
James Killeen, Chief of Po-
lice for UCCM APS. “It is 
becoming increasingly fre-
quent that investigations 
and situations such as 
this are occurring. We are 
challenging all communi-
ty agencies and citizens to 
come together and develop 
a comprehensive commu-

nity action plan in combat-
ing the epidemic of illicit 
drug use and the violence 
that comes with it. We all 
play important roles in 
curbing the violence and 
social disparity of the illic-
it drug problem.”

This operation followed 
a previous incident on 
April 19, 2024, when UCCM 
Police were called regard-
ing an unwanted person at 
a residence in M’Chigeeng. 
During that incident, a 
firearm was pointed at the 
victim. The accused was 
initially believed to be in 
the residence. The UCCM 
crime unit and the OPP 
Community Street Crime 
Unit were activated at that 
time, and a comprehen-
sive search was conducted 
with the assistance of the 
OPP ERT, critical inci-
dent command unit, crisis 
negotiators, TRU and K9 
unit.

Mr. Gillingham was ar-
rested on a previous arrest 
warrant with the following 
offences under the Canada 
Criminal Code stemming 
from the April 19 incident: 
pointing a firearm, assault 
with a weapon, careless 
use of a firearm, weapons, 
prohibited device, or am-
munition, unauthorized 
possession of a firearm.

Following the June 3 
incident, Mr. Gillingham 
was further charged with 
the following offences: 
careless use of firearm, 
carrying a firearm in a 
careless manner, pointing 
a firearm, weapons dan-
gerous, unauthorized pos-
session of a prohibited or 
restricted firearm, knowl-
edge of unauthorized pos-
session of a firearm, two 
counts of failure to com-
ply with firearm prohibi-
tion order, common nui-
sance-endanger life, four 
counts of break and enter, 
mischief over $5,000 to the 
entire apartment complex 
of 36 Tikmeg Road, M’Chi-
geeng, possession of co-
caine for the purposes of 
trafficking, possession of 
fentanyl for the purposes 
of trafficking. 

Ms. Migwans-Bayer has 
been charged with the fol-
lowing offences: obstruct 
justice, unauthorized 
possession of a firearm, 

knowledge of unautho-
rized possession of a fire-
arm, common nuisance- 
endanger life, possession 
of cocaine for the purposes 
of trafficking, possession 
of fentanyl for the purpos-
es of trafficking. 

Chief of Police Killeen 
said, “The OPP Anish-
naabe Police would like 
to thank their OPP part-
ners for their support over 
this entire operation. The 
OPP’s commitment to as-
sisting UCCM in serious 
incidents has been unwav-
ering and truly appreciat-
ed by everyone involved. 
UCCM Police would also 
like to thank everyone 
that came forward with in-
formation regarding these 
individuals. It is unfortu-
nate that some members 
of our community know-
ingly harbour dangerous 
armed individuals and 
mislead the police in their 
attempts to apprehend 
these individuals. Har-
boring wanted criminals 
in your residences allows 
criminal activity to con-
tinue while negatively im-
pacting many community 
members suffering the 
residual crimes that are 
proliferated through drug 
trafficking and organized 
crime.”

If anyone has further 
information regarding 
this incident, please con-
tact either UCCM Police 
at 705-377-7135, or Sudbury 
Rainbow Crimestoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 or submit 
an online tip at www.sud-
burycrimestoppers.com. 
Together we can make a 
difference.  

“This devastating event has left us all 
in shock and mourning,” said Ogimaa Ja-
son Aguonie in a community notice. “The 
roundhouse was not just a building; it was 
a symbol of our community’s strength, 
dedication and unity. We milled the lum-
ber ourselves, creating a structure that 
embodied our collective spirit and hard 
work.”

Ogimaa Aguonie assured the communi-
ty that a thorough investigation would be 
conducted to determine what happened. 
“Rest assured, we are committed to un-
covering the cause and ensuring the safe-
ty of our community. We understand that 
this loss impacts us all and we encourage 
anyone with information or concerns to 
come forward. Together we will support 
each other through this difficult time.”

Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

 
BAR HOURS:

SUNDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM

THURSDAY: 4 PM - WHEN TRIVIA ENDS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM

The Bahá’ís of Manitoulin believe that all 
humanity shares a common spiritual heritage,

which takes various forms in various times
and places, reflecting the diversity of cultures

evolving along with human nature.
If you would like to explore this common

heritage together with others, contact us at:
(705) 210-0391 or gnox@gnusystems.ca.

See www.bahai.org for more information.

...Long-awaited Gore Bay Airport terminal set to open soon

The Sheguiandah roundhouse fully engulfed, 
before fire crews arrived.

photo courtesy Duane Deschamps

...continued from page 3

...Sheguiandah roundhouse

...Drug search warrant leads to arrest

...continued from page 3

The new terminal building at the Gore Bay-
Manitoulin Airport will be the headquarters 
for airport operations as well as many other 
airport support services and client amenities. 
The building will house the region’s Canada 
Border Services Agency office, a pilot fatigue 
management/flight planning area and a food 
server area. 

...continued from page 3

Mitchell Osama 
Gillingham
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One in-store sale every week 2 days only! 
(Thursdays and Fridays)

21 Giiwedinoong Nakii Miikan (The Industrial Building)
Wiikwemkoong, (705) 618-5863

Tues - Thurs: 9 am to 5 pm
Friday:  9 am to 6 pm

Saturday: 9 am to 4 pm 
Sun - Mon: CLOSED

Owned and operated by: Ben Kanasawe of Buzwah Fisheries

• Custom meat boxes - beef, pork and poultry
• Homemade sausage (gluten and sodium free)
• Fresh fish (trout) and seasonal fish

GORE BAY MUSEUM 

EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY 
NANWHEALE 

THE GORE BAY MUSEUM 
MONDAY JUNE to TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 10 AM. TO 4 P.M. 

(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS) 

GORE BAY MUSEUM 

EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY 
NANWHEALE 

THE GORE BAY MUSEUM 
MONDAY JUNE to TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 10 AM. TO 4 P.M. 

(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS) 

GORE BAY MUSEUM 

EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY 
NANWHEALE 

THE GORE BAY MUSEUM 
MONDAY JUNE to TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 10 AM. TO 4 P.M. 

(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS) 

GORE BAY MUSEUM 

EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY 
NANWHEALE 

THE GORE BAY MUSEUM 
MONDAY JUNE to TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 

MONDAY TO SATURDAY - 10 AM. TO 4 P.M. 

(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS) 
12 Dawson St, Gore Bay, ON

...Manor tops in resident satisfaction

long-term care home.”
Residents and their families are 

asked for their input regarding their 
experiences with Extendicare, seeking 
“input on their journey with Extendi-
care across many areas, including qual-
ity of care and services being provided 
in their home, activity programming, 
cleanliness and maintenance and the 
food and meals.”

Each year, the results help nursing 
homes assess those experiences, their 
performance, and especially to help 
identify opportunities for improve-
ment. “The survey feedback we receive 
is critical to achieving that goal,” he 
noted.

The 2023 survey was carried out at 
all long-term care homes and included 
responses from approximately 73.1 per-
cent of the resident population and 29.5 

percent of families across the Extendi-
care long-term care homes.

To give a sense of just how impres-
sive the Manor’s accomplishment rec-
ognized by this award is, the overall re-
sults of the resident and family survey 
found that, taken all together, Extendi-
care homes found some 80.7 percent of 
residents and families said they would 
recommend Extendicare homes to oth-
ers—going on to praise four particular 
aspects of their experience: 83.2 per-
cent had positive feedback on laundry, 
cleaning and maintenance; 83 percent 
expressed satisfaction with continence 
care products; 80.9 percent said they 
were happy with relationships with oth-
ers; and 80 percent were pleased with 
care services.

Each long-term care home has shared 
their results with the residents, their 
families and team members.

...continued from page 3

...New campground will open
part of the council meeting drew sev-
eral residents who provided input. 
“There were concerns raised, mainly 
with traffic and noise, and fire bans 
having to be adhered to. Council is sat-
isfied with the plans put in place for 
all of these issues by the proponents.”  
“It’s been a long go getting everything 
approved and getting to this stage,” 
said Cole McLaughlin. “Our plan is 
to try to open, starting with building 
a few campground sites as part of the 
first phase.” He explained trailers, 
recreational vehicles and tenting sites 
will be put in place. We are looking at a 
total of 17 sites over a three-four stage 
plan. Initially we are looking at hav-
ing 8-10 sites in place this summer.” 
He said there are port-a-potties on 
the site, with town water at each site. 
There will also be fire pits at each site. 
“There is no hydro, but generators are 
welcome,” he said. 

“The new campground will be called 
‘Priddle Park,’ in memory of my grand-
father Frank Priddle who owned the 
Priddle Timber Company locally 
(which was sold to the Ontario Paper 
Company) and was mayor of Gore Bay 
at one time,” said Cole McLaughlin. 

There is plenty of room for develop-
ment and expansion on the property, 
which is located off Highway 540 just 
outside of Gore Bay (the same proper-
ty where the former driving range was 

located). 
“We have had nothing but support 

from the town of Gore Bay and town-
ship of Gordon/Barrie Island,” said 
Cole McLaughlin.

Hugh McLaughlin said, “Yes, we 
think it is a good news story. There 
were some concerns raised by members 
of the public (at last week’s meeting). 
But we have had all necessary studies 
carried out, like the MTO traffic im-
pact study which indicated there will 
be no significant impact on traffic.” 

Hugh McLaughlin noted that when 
the entrance and exit to the property 
were put in place for the driving range, 
the MTO said the current commer-
cial entrance and exits to the proper-
ty are significantly bigger than norm. 
Campers coming off the highway to the 
campgrounds will continue straight 
to the back boundary of the property 
where the camp sites will be located, 
while to right off the entrance road the 
Western Manitoulin Community Gar-
den will remain. 

With the campground to be located 
on the back boundary of the proper-
ty, and hundreds of trees having been 
planted on the property the past cou-
ple of years, “once the trees grow up 
to their maximum height, the day will 
come that you won’t be able to see the 
campground from the highway because 
it will be behind the trees,” added Hugh 
McLauglin. 

...continued from page 3
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was held for deputy grand council chief. Candidates for 
this position included Chris Plain and Melvin Hardy, 
with the newly elected Deputy Grand Council Chief be-
ing Chris Plain after a 21-16 stand-up election. In the 
previous term, there were four regional deputy grand 
council chiefs; however, in this election and moving 
forward, there will be one deputy grand council chief.

Chris Plain is the current Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
Chief and also held the interim Southwest Regional 
Deputy Grand Council Chief position at the Anishi-
nabek Nation.

“I’m grateful to the community of Aamjiwnaang 
First Nation for allowing me to stand for this position 
and I look forward to serving the Anishinabek Nation 
with the new grand council chief to the best of our abil-
ities for all the nations,” stated Deputy Grand Council 
Chief Plain.

The primary duty of the grand council chief and dep-
uty grand council chief is to serve the collective will 
and protect the rights and interests of the Anishinabek 
Nation and E’Dbendaagzigig.

The grand council chief and deputy grand council 
chief will be supported by the four regional chiefs, 
including Chief Joe Miskokomon, southwest region, 
Marsha Smoke, southeast region, Mel Hardy, northern 
superior, Chief Scott McLeod, Lake Huron.
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...Linda Debassige Grand Council Chief

...continued from page 1

Grand Council Chief Linda Debassige addresses her chiefs in 
her first official duty as the region’s top chief.

...Justin Roy
and we knew that some-
thing big was going on,” 
he explained to The Ex-
positor’s Alicia McCutch-
eon during a previous vis-
it home.

In the early morning 
hours of Tuesday, June 6 
Mr. Roy and his compa-
triots boarded the vessels 
that would take them into 
the maelstrom that was 
the largest amphibious in-
vasion in history. Waiting 
for them were the sights 
of the German forces that 
had overrun Europe just a 

few years before.
“When you got off that 

ship, down that rope lad-
der, your life expectancy 
was 15 minutes,” Mr. Roy 
recalled. “The water was 
so rough, sometimes it 
was over our heads.”

The objective set for 
the Second Division that 
day was a point of land 
some seven miles inland, 
and the Canadians were 
the most successful of the 
forces to land that day, but 
it came at a terrible cost. 
“There were 45 of us left 
out of 200,” he said, adding 
that the paratroopers who 
landed ahead of his group 
were entirely wiped out.

The Canadian 3rd Divi-
sion suffered the bulk of 
the 950 D-Day casualties 
endured by the 21,400 Ca-
nadian troops that landed 
on Juno Beach.

The fighting was in-
tense and brutal. At one 
point, separated from his 
unit, Mr. Roy crawled un-
der a destroyed tank and 
lay there for two days. He 
and his unit would go on 
to spearhead the assault 
seven times.

“I never thought I’d get 

...continued from page 1

Justin Roy, the young soldier.

...continued on page 13
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have three superb histo-
rians,” said Mr. Eaton. 
“One in particular is an 
actor, so when he talks, it 
just comes alive.”

The beginning of the 
group tour that Mr. Ea-
ton and his wife are on 
began with a showing of 
the first seven minutes 
of the acclaimed war film 

‘Saving Private Ryan.’ 
“Opening with one of the 
landing craft letting down 
the opening door and ev-
ery single person inside 
the landing shot being 

killed—and then it goes 
on. It really brought it 
alive.”

The tour then travelled 
to the different beaches—
Sword, Utah and Juno. 
“That film was certainly 
in my mind, in every-
body’s mind, the reality of 
what we were there for,” 
said Mr. Eaton. “My Un-
cle George, who lived in 
Whitefish Falls, was with 
the Queen’s Own Rifles.” 
The Queen’s Own Rifles 
were part of the Canadian 
3rd Division, the only Ca-
nadian division to land on 
the first day of the assault.

“At Juno Beach we 
were standing in front of 
Canada house (the first 
house liberated by the Ca-
nadians at Juno Beach),” 
he said. And we learned, if 
we had a family member, 
we could turn that infor-
mation into the histori-
ans and they checked out 
some things. And then as 
they did different things 
at different beaches and 
different activities, they 
would call your name out 
and read about your rela-
tive. So, there we were in 
front of Canada house—
the first liberated house 
by the Canadians with 
the beach right behind us 
and they were just talking 
about my Uncle George. 
You know, that was so 
powerful.”

“One of the things that 
also really struck me in 
a very different way, is 
that we just happened to 
luck into having these 
100-year-old veterans here 
at the hotel we are staying 
in,” said Mr. Eaton. “We 
had a group of them and 
I had a chance to talk to 
these people. This morn-
ing, I go down and this 
young 99-year-old says 
‘you got to meet my friend. 
My friend is the oldest 
veteran in the world from 
World War II, as far as we 
know—107 years old.’ I 
shook his hand and talked 
to him and his buddy.”

Mr. Eaton discovered 

to his amazement that 
American Airlines char-
tered one of their planes 
and they put 200 people 
on it—veterans and their 
caretakers.

“They had a choir made 
up of veterans from five 
different services that 
tours America, and then, 
on top of it, they had a 
youth choir made up of 
cadets and midshipmen. 
They had their own med-
ical staff traveling with 
these people and, oh man, 
is that something. And to 
actually have your pic-
ture taken with them—
spend some time talking 
to them—well, it was you 
know really, really mov-
ing.”

“The other thing that 
was really meaningful to 
us, was that as we were in 
Juno, we found the very 
first plaque that we ever 

saw on monuments to 
Indigenous people,” said 
Mr. Eaton. The moment 
was very special given 
that Margaret Eaton’s 
grandmother’s brother, 
from Aundeck Omni Kan-
ing, was killed during the 
invasion.”

One of the people on the 
tour is making a video 
about the experience and 
he ended up interviewing 
Margaret.  

“In two days’ time, we’re 
going to be at the War Me-
morial graveyard and he’s 
buried there,” said Mr. 
Eaton. “So, Margaret’s go-
ing to get a chance and as 
far as we know she might 
be the first person from 
Manitoulin Island to find 
his grave.”

“On D-Day, we got up 
a little after 5 am and the 
roads were blocked,” he 
said. “The bus driver had 
to turn around. We wait-
ed a long time and when 
we finally got there, it re-
minded me when Marga-
ret and I were in England 
when the queen died, I 
mean immense, immense 
lines and we all had to go 
through security. Well 
anyway, while we’re 
standing there, there’s 

...ditches reeve title
“I know when we were at the FONOM (Federation of 

Northern Ontario Municipalities) annual conference a 
couple of the exhibitors there were asking what a reeve 
is,” said Mayor Deforge. 

Along with the name change for Mayor (Mr. Deforge) 
Tehkummah Councillor Steve Wood has had his title 
changed from deputy reeve to deputy mayor.

The change in title does not bring with it any in-
creased responsibility or stipend.

...continued from page 3

...Roy Eaton represents Manitoulin at D-Day 80th event
...continued from page 1

Margaret Eaton at the gravesite of her great uncle Dominic 
Corbiere of Aundeck Omni Kaning. Mr. Corbiere baa fought with 
the Scottish Regiment.

photos courtesy of Roy Eaton

...continued on page 11
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this group of young girls, 
teenagers with their chap-
erones, all wearing rib-
bon skirts.”

Mr. Eaton, a retired 
school principal, talked 
to them and discovered 
the youths were from 
Manitoba, “mainly from 
Winnipeg but across Man-
itoba and they were with 
Educational Tours. Later 
on, I talked to one of the 
people who was with Edu-
cational Tours and asked 
how many children they  
looked after,” he said. 
“They said, ‘we have 800 
students from across Can-
ada.’ Wow, I couldn’t be-
lieve it.”

The tour company had 
arranged for the group to 
purchase folding chairs 
for the D-Day commem-
orative event. The group 
of Canadians had planned 
to donate the chairs to 
the Juno Centre, but the 
museum could not accom-
modate them, so they do-
nated them to their hotel. 
Being familiar with the 
Metis sash, Mr. Eaton no-
ticed one group who were 
wearing the garment.  
“I went over and took pic-
tures of some young girls 
and talked to them,” he 
said. “The Metis Feder-
ation of Manitoba spon-
sored all these people, all 
these young people and, 
obviously their chap-
erones, to come and be 
part of the ceremony.” 
And then, “hearing our 
governor general speak 
in Oji-Cree, it’s pretty 
special for us,” he said.

Another amazing op-

portunity came when 
“Margaret and I had 
some private time with 
one of the guides because 

people were doing other 
things,” said Mr. Eaton. 
“He showed us where 
these gliders came down 

‘that glider landed here, 
this one, it went into 
the swamp and one man 
drowned, and then they 
got up they had to cap-
ture this bridge, and over 
here, see where the pill 
box was—and you can see 
it. Well, I mean the whole 
thing is alive to us now.” 
Mr. Eaton said that one 
of the things that really 
struck him was the num-
ber of military personnel 
who are there from all of 
the Allied countries and 
the reenactors wander-
ing about in full period 
kit.  “This actor came 
around and he must have 
had 80 to 100 lbs of equip-
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...Roy Eaton represents Manitoulin
...continued from page 10

...continued on page 12

The Eatons were, briefly, up close and personal with Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau.
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ment that he was carrying 
with his huge long anten-
na, batted down,” said 
Mr. Eaton. “And that’s 
what this guy had to do, 
to do his broadcast and 
I thought, carrying that, 
going through the surf. 
Coming in, bullets flying, 
like how do you do that?”

“This elderly man and 
woman were dressed very 
nicely, and I asked them 
‘Were you or your family 
involved in the French re-
sistance?’ and they were. 
They were young children 
at the time, but in halting 
French we talked about 
that. I thought that was 
neat.”

The Eatons also met 
up with a group of Polish 
nurses.

“One woman I talked to 
was a captain,” he said. 
“And they made kind of 
fun of her when she said, 
‘I was captain.’”

The tour also went to a 
German war cemetery.  

“I guess what happened 
when the war ended, the 
Allied troops were buried 
there in this huge, huge 
field,” he said. “And then 
the War Graves wanted 
to set up a special field, 
and do it the right way, 
so all of the graves, all of 
the bodies, were taken 
out and moved. So, now 
you got this empty field. 
Well, the equivalent grave 
commission in Germany 
approached the French 
government, or whoever, 
and they ended up bury-
ing around 22,000 or some-
thing German soldiers.”

The German grave-
markers are quite differ-
ent from those of the Ca-
nadian and other Allied 
dead, which are standing 
white tombstones. 

“These are totally flat,” 
he said. “Probably about 
a foot-by-a-foot. And there 
is this gigantic field filled 
with these small things. 
They had a museum there 
that we learned about the 

Germans and how they 
got young people to volun-
teer during the summer to 
bury the dead.”

The cemetery is filled 
with trees that were plant-

ed to symbolize peace.
“The war was a terrible 

thing,” said Mr. Eaton, 
“but now we have to work 
together. They had a lot of 
symbolism for peace and 

working together.”
Ms. Eaton’s great uncle 

was Dominic Corbiere. 
“As far as we know, he is 
the only person from Aun-
deck Omni Kaning buried 
there,” said Mr. Eaton. 
“He was with the Scottish 
Regiment.” 

“He was with the Scot-
tish regiment,” inter-
jects Ms. Eaton. “My 
uncle was with the 
Queen’s Own Rifles.” 
Mr. Eaton is on a special 
mission while taking in 
the sights and sounds con-
nected with the 80th an-
niversary of D-Day. “I’ve 
had a number of people 
who bought bricks in the 
Juno Center (commemo-
rative wall) and they’ve 
asked me to try to find and 
take a picture of the brick. 
I’ll do my best to do that.” 
Mr. Eaton and his wife 
still had several things 
remaining on their tour 
over the next few days, 
and most of their expe-
riences are chronicled 
on Mr. Eaton’s Facebook 
page.

147 KING ST., MINDEMOYA 
WWW.UPTOPSPORTS.COM  

705-377-5748 

Shop
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Dinner

Sunday, June 16
Your choice of:
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or rib eye steak

Fathers get a free dessert!

Seatings at 4:30 and 6:30 pm
Reservations must be made in advance

705-377-4344
187 Highway 551, M’Chigeeng

PLAYER PROFILE
Manitoulin Secondary School

by Mackenzie Green

Proud Supporter of our  
MSS Mustangs

ANDREW COOPER

your local destination for sports gear 
and apparel. 

A proud cheerleader for all island 
athletes and their journey to the top!

Proud support of our 
MSS Mustangs

Helping you get in the game

With skates laced, a helmet secured and stick in hand, Andrew can be 
found making the most of every second he spends on the ice! Off the 
ice, he can be found on the basketball courts or lacing up his spikes as 
he dominates track. No matter the sport, Andrew consistently brings 
an element of determination and a competitive drive to his game. 
Wrapping up his third year at MSS, Andrew has been greatly involved 
in Mustang athletics, allowing him to be recognized as a fantastic 
team player and role model for the next generation of Mustangs! 

Prior to becoming a Mustang, Andrew was a student at Assiginack 
Public School in Manitowaning. Throughout his elementary school 
career, Andrew sported the green jersey for the All Stars in a variety 
of sports. He could be found on the trails, running cross country and 
on the field as a member of the soccer, flag football and three-pitch 
teams. He could also be found tearing up the track in the sprints. 
Andrew recalls his favourite memory from elementary school sports 
being at the Island Track and Field Championship, where he took 
gold in the 400m for two consecutive years in Grade 5 and 6. Andrew 
explains that track and field was his favourite sport in elementary 
school because he really enjoyed the Island-wide track meets. Outside 
of school sports, Andrew was committed to the Manitowaning 
Wolves where he grew up playing minor hockey. 

Transitioning into high school sports, Andrew was eager to be involved. 
He kicked off his secondary school sports career as a member of the 
cross country team. He made his first NSSSA debut and punched his 
ticket to NOSSA. In the same season, Andrew played for the junior 
boys’ volleyball team. The boys took silver at NSSSA and capped 
off their season with a matching NOSSA silver. By that time, it was 
basketball season. Ready for one last court sport of the year, Andrew 
played on the badminton team in the novice boys’ singles category, 
finishing 3rd at NSSSA. In his Grade 10 year, Andrew continued to stay 
heavily involved in a variety of sports at MSS. This year, he has made 
a return to the basketball team, playing as a guard. Andrew explains 
that basketball is his favourite sport because it is a very big team 
game and fun to play with friends. Transitioning into the last sport 
of the year, Andrew was extremely dedicated to the track and field 
year. He ran the 200m and 400m events as a first year senior, as well 
as a quick leg on the 4x4 open men’s relay team. He took gold in all 
three events at NSSSA, sending him to compete among the other 
top athletes in Northern Ontario at NOSSA. Here, all his hard work 
paid off. The highlight of the meet and Andrew’s high school sports 
experience was his 4x4 team qualifying for the 2024 OFSAA track and 
field championships! The team is currently representing MSS on the 
provincial stage in London. 

When the warm weather marks the end of track season and the school 
year, Andrew enjoys the summer by spending time outside with his 
dog, Todd, and watching Blue Jays games with his dad. Andrew also 
played in a few baseball tournaments over the summer months when 
he wasn’t working at Brown’s Trading Post in South Baymouth. 

When Andrew is not on the go, he is likely in the classroom. Among 
the various courses he has taken over the years, Andrew likes math 
the best. 

As Andrew reflects on the past three years of sport and studies at 
MSS, he credits some of his accomplishments to his dad. He explains 
that his dad always challenges him to be better in whatever sport he 
chooses and no matter what, always finds a way to drive Andrew to 
and from practices. 

With only one more year left as a Mustang, Andrew is considering post 
secondary options of Sports Management or Sports Administration 
programs at university. He explains that he loves sports and would be 
happiest in a sports-related career. With his dedication and hard work, 
he is sure to excel just as he has at MSS!

...Roy Eaton represents Manitoulin
...continued from page 11

‘Canada House’ was the first building liberated by Canadian 
troops in Normandy, France on D-Day.
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out of there alive,” he re-
called. “Everyone was my 
age, 18 or 19, laying out 
there in the field. They 
were crying and yelling, 
but there was nothing you 
could do.”

During the next 31 days, 
Mr. Roy said he saw and 
did things that have kept 
him busy for the last 70 
years trying to forget. He 
recounted a time when his 
unit disabled a German 
tank by shooting out the 
engines. Three Germans 
escaped from the ensuing 
blaze, but the driver and 
co-driver were trapped 
inside, bleeding out and 
burning alive.

Only their screams ever 
left that tank. Mr. Roy 
and his fellow soldiers 
could not save the German 
tankers, so one of the men 
tossed two grenades inside 
and closed the hatch.

The soldiers considered 
it to be the most merciful 
thing that could be done.

“To me, that was mur-
der, but what else are you 
going to do?” he asked.

After 31 days of push-
ing into France it was 
Mr. Roy’s turn to join the 
ranks of the wounded, 
taking a shrapnel hit that 
pulled him out of the front 
lines.

“I wanted to go back to 
the front lines, to be with 
my buddies, but they 
wouldn’t let me,” Mr. Roy 
recalled. He would spend 
the remainder of the war 
assigned as a driver for se-

nior officers.
Mr. Roy stayed on with 

the Occupation Forces fol-
lowing the end of the hos-
tilities. Eager to see the 
world, he took a leave of 
absence and spent a year 
working his way around 
Europe while riding an 
old Norton motorcycle 
through France, Germa-

ny, Holland, England and 
Scotland and finding work 
in restaurants, shipyards 
and hospitals to see him 
through.

When he finally headed 
for home, he sailed aboard 
the Queen Mary, arriving 
in New York City before 
the train to Toronto and 
then on to Sault Ste. Ma-

rie.
For many young men re-

turning from service over-
seas, their job was waiting 
for them when they got 
home. That was not to be 
for Mr. Roy. After years of 
camaraderie in the ranks 
and the open acceptance 
he had experienced in Eu-
rope, the sting of racism 

he found upon his return 
was especially harsh. 

Mr. Roy recalled to The 
Expositor the moment, af-
ter donning new Levis and 
shirts instead of his famil-
iar khaki, the still young 
Indigenous man joined 
some old comrades for a 
drink in a local bar. The 
barkeeper wouldn’t serve 

him, however, as he was 
“an Indian.”

“I just broke down,” he 
said.

Mr. Roy went on to try 
his hand at farming in 
M’Chigeeng, but micro-
management by Indian 
Affairs doomed that ven-

...Justin Roy, now 99, landed at Juno Beach on D-Day
...continued from page 9

...continued on page 15
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were on hand to watch 
the presentation. “There 
are plenty of people who 
help volunteer to help pro-
vide care packages for our 
Forces members. One of 
these people who is heav-
ily involved in this is Ms. 
Jefkins. Heather is one of 
the biggest supporters of 
the Canadian Forces on 
Manitoulin Island, with 
(Christmas) care packag-
es to our troops overseas, 
the Flat Stanley pen pal 
program, and allowing 
students to find out and 
understand what the Cana-
dian Forces are all about. 
You have done all of this to 

support people like us and 
all members of the Canadi-
an Armed Forces.”

“Heather has been recog-
nized for the work that she 
does by the Commander 
of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF), Lieutenant 
General Eric Kenny. He 
has offered an RCAF 100 
coin for Heather. As part 
of the RCAF Centennial 
this year, the Commander 
came up with the idea of 
having 100 coins made to 
present to deserving per-
sons like Heather. Only 100 
coins like this are in exis-
tence,” said Lt. Col. Harris. 
“It is an honour and a plea-
sure to have the respon-
sibility to present one of 

these coins to Heather.” 
“Thank you for every-

thing you do for the CAF,” 
stated Lt. Col. Harris, who 
had to almost immediate-
ly coax all the students, 
to “tell Ms. Jefkins to stop 
crying.” He then asked the 
students if the C.C. Mc-
Lean teacher is ever at a 
loss for words.

“I am today,” stated Ms. 
Jefkins. “Thank you so 
much. I started working 
with Canadian Armed 
Forces in 2006 and have 
worked with so many 
great people over the 
years. I started when our 
Canadian troops were in 
Afghanistan, by having 
students write letters to 

our soldiers. I was at a loss 
as to how to help, and my 
students wrote letters and 
packed boxes.”

Ms. Jefkins said that she 
started the Flat Stanley 
program after she and her 
Grade 4/5 class read the 
popular children’s book, 
‘Flat Stanley.’ The students 
then created their own 
unique Stanleys, dressed 
in the distinct camouflage 
of the CAF. Students then 
wrote letters and took pho-
tos with their Stanleys be-
fore “deploying” them to 
Canadian Armed Forces 
Bases across Canada.

It was through the par-
ticipation of Major Dave 
White, who was one of the 
first Stanley volunteers, 
along with more than 30 
others, that the program 
really took off. “He would 

take his Flat Stanley ev-
erywhere he went, taking 
photos and sending them 
to our class, as well as 
encouraging other CAF 
Members at CFB Goose 
Bay to do the same,” said 
Ms. Jefkins, who noted her 
daughter Bella was one 
of her first Flat Stanley 
students when she was in 
Grade 4 in 2013. “With the 
help of all the CAF mem-
bers that participated, the 
students learned so much 
about the military and 
how important they are. I 
have met so many wonder-
ful people through this pro-
gram, some of whom I now 
call friends, like Dave.”

“Heather cares so much 
for people. She continu-
ally tries to do more for 
people and doesn’t ask for 
anything in return,” said 

Major Dave White, who 
serves in the CAF with 
the Royal Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF) at Canadi-
an Forces Base Petawawa, 
as part of the 450 Tacti-
cal Helicopter Squadron. 
He has been involved in 
the Flat Stanley program 
since its inception in 2013, 
and that is how he met Ms. 
Jefkins. When he heard 
of the RCAF Centennial 
initiative to present 100 
coins to 100 Canadians, 
he immediately thought 
of Ms. Jefkins and nomi-
nated her for this recogni-
tion. The initiative aims to 
recognize 100 Canadians 
who embody RCAF values, 
with each receiving a spe-
cial edition RCAF Centen-
nial coin.

“When a member of the 
military is deployed any-
where around the world 
and they receive these 
care packages or letters, 
it provides a phenomenal 
feeling,” said Major White. 
“It means so much to each 
of them because it reminds 
them of home, and the sup-
port that they have.”

Among several RCAF 
officers and crew on hand 
was Major Tim Arm-
strong, who grew up in 
Gordon/Barrie Island and 
was a former student of 
Ms. Jefkins.

“I was in Ms. Jefkins’ 
Grade 5 class,” Major Arm-
strong said. “She instilled 
in me a love of history and 
on the 100th anniversary of 
the RCAF and the 80th an-
niversary of the D-Day yes-
terday (June 6) it is fitting 

(705) 248-2208 FAX: (705) 248-3170    WWW.NORTHSHORE-TRACTOR.CA
Family owned and operated business focused on providing high quality products 

and exceptional customer service.
30 CALABOGIE ROAD, ECHO BAY, ON  P0S 1C0

DEAL OF THE WEEKSALES & SERVICE

• Land Pride DM3605 Disc Mower                   $1,995.00
• Frontier DM1160 Disc Mower                         $3,995.00
• Enorossi DM5 Disc Mower                             $5,995.00
• John Deere 640 Loader                      $6,995.00
• John Deere 550                       $8,995.00
• 1970 Massey Ferguson 180  $3,995.00
• 1975 John Deere 2130  $7,995.00
• 1984 John Deere 2350                                   $14,995.00
• 1990 John Deere Hydra-push Manure Spreader  

    $6,995.00
• 1995 Gehl Scavenger Manure Spreader        $5,995.00
• 2000 Thomas T173                      $19,895.00
• 2000 Kubota F3060 Front Mount Mower   $12,995.00
• 2002 Kubota ZD28 Diesel Comm Mower     $9,995.00
• 2002 Kubota BX1500 Tractor and Mower     $9,995.00
• 2003 Kubota B7800 4X4 Loader                  $21,995.00
• 2004 Kubota F2560                     $12,995.00
• 2007 Kubota BX2350                      $10,995.00
• 2008 Kubota M8540 HDC                    $64,995.00
• 2008 Kubota M9540 HDC                    $59,995.00
• 2009 John Deere LA105                         $995.00
• 2009 John Deere LA135   $1,995.00
• 2010 Kubota B26TLB                    $39,995.00
• 2011 Kubota B3200                    $28,995.00
• 2012 Kubota F2690  $8,995.00
• 2013 New Holland E-35-B                     $46,895.00
• 2014 Miller Pro Tandem Rotary Hay Rake  

2250/1150                                                        $11,995.00

• 2015 Kubota L6060HSTCC                           $62,995.00
• 2016 John Deere 100 Series D130                    $1,995.00
• 2016 Kubota KX040-4                    $69,895.00
• 2018 John Deere XUV590M                     $14,995.00
• 2018 Kubota B2601 HSD                    $32,995.00
• 2018 Kubota M5-111 4WD HDCC12 Cab       $92,995.00
• 2018 Kubota KX080-4S                    $110,000.00
• 2018 Kubota M7060HDCC                           $65,995.00
• 2018 Kubota KX033 Series 4GAX                 $69,995.00
• 2018 Kubota U35-4G                    $59,895.00
• 2019 iLGi Aragon Disc Tiller with Disc Packer MX-

K36/450                                  $43,995.00
• 2019 Kubota BV4580                    $48,995.00
• 2020 Kubota MX Series MX5200HSTRC     $42,895.00
• 2020 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T Tractor, 

Loader & Backhoe with Tektite Cab, Front 
Snowblower & Sweeper                      $42,995.00

• 2020 Mahindra Front Snowblower               $4,995.00
• 2021 Kubota KXB860QA                              $22,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX TLB Series BX23SLBB-T      $37,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T              $24,995.00
• 2021 Kubota BX80 Series BX1880T               $21,995.00
• 2021 Kubota KX040 Series 4GA                   $75,995.00
• 2021 Mahindra emax L Series 25 HST Cab  $25,895.00
• 2022 Kubota BX80 Series BX23S-1TLB        $28,995.00
• 2022 Kubota B01 Series B2601HSD-1            $35,995.00 

2000 John Deere 6410

$58,995

TINY MANSIONS
FOR SALE

Pine and Cedar Beam Framing
Carpet, Tile or Laminate Flooring
Steel Roofing - Choice of Colour 

Large Storage Space
Delivery To Your Property

Call for viewing appointment - (705) 988-4926

S O L A R  I N S T A L L A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E

BIG!

...Chinook helicopter makes surprise landing at Gore Bay schoolyard
...continued from page 1

Major Dave White and former student and now Major Tim 
Armstrong surprised Heather Jefkins with a visit from a Chinook 
helicopter last week.

...continued on page 15
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...Justin Roy, now 99, landed at Juno Beach on D-Day
ture. The racism he expe-
rienced in the country in 
whose defence he had laid 
his life on the line contin-
ued to dog him over the 
next seven years he was 
employed Falconbridge in 
Sudbury. 

As the first First Na-
tions man in his particu-
lar mine, Mr. Roy found 
himself assigned the dirt-
iest jobs, “but I didn’t 
mind,” he said. “I got a 
paycheque.” 

Still, the time came 
when he decided to try his 
hand south of the border 
and, together with his late 
wife Joyce, travelled to the 
US, where he continued to 
work in the mines, but he 
eventually had to give that 
up due to a shadow doctors 

discovered on his lungs. 
Even there, throughout 
his time in the US, Mr. Roy 
continued to experience 
racism.

He eventually started a 
successful air condition-
ing and sheet metal busi-
ness—an occupation he 
continued to practice for 
half a century, only giving 
it up when his memory be-
gan to become a challenge. 
“I had a pretty good life 
once I started contract-
ing,” he said.

Mr. Roy is a member 
of the local chapter of the 
VFW (Veterans of Foreign 
Wars) and until recent 
years, he would attend 
Veterans Day (Remem-
brance Day) services in 
Mesa.

Still, through it all, Mr. 
Roy has been dogged by 

post-traumatic-stress dis-
order (PTSD).

“Sometimes your 
nerves just get the better 
of you,” he said. He admits 
to having barbed wire all 
around his shop, a result 
of the PTSD. It was while 
receiving counselling for 
his PTSD that Mr. Roy met 
his second wife, Barb. He 
credits her with helping 
him deal with his stresses 
immensely.

Approaching 100, Mr. 
Roy was unable to join 
any of the many junkets 
to take part in the D-Day 
commemorations in Nor-
mandy this past week due 
to his health. He recently 
suffered a fall and broke 
his hip.

“I had hoped to go to 
Abilene (for the obser-
vances being held there),” 

he said, but that was also 
not to be in the cards.

Instead, Mr. Roy, like 
many of those veterans 
remaining, watched the 
events unfold on televi-
sion.

Mr. Roy said that he 
hoped to be able to return 
to Manitoulin to celebrate 
his 100th birthday this 
coming fall.

Until then, he likes to sit 
on his porch and get some 
fresh air in the evenings—
not in the midday, how-
ever, as the temperatures 
in Arizona right now are 
north of 110 degrees Fahr-
enheit (43 degrees C).

We look forward to see-
ing Mr. Roy again.

Lest we forget.

...continued from page 13

Justin Roy in a November 2023 visit to downtown Little Current.
Expositor file photo
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Knox United Church rummage 
sale in Manitowaning is now 
having “Bag Days.” Fill a large 
bag for $5 or a small bag for $3. 
The silent auction is also run-
ning again. Open Wednesdays 
to Saturdays from 10 am to 3 
pm. The rummage sale will be 
closing on Saturday, March 23.

43-44p

Come one, come all to the Lit-
tle Current United Church Hall 
on March 29 from 7 to 9 pm 
(and every two weeks after that) 
to enjoy George Williamson and 
colleagues for a night of enter-
tainment. Donation towards 
Manitoulin Family Resourc-
es Food Bank appreciated.

44-45p

Spaghetti dinner, Saturday,-
March 23, 5 to 7 pm, at the 
Kagawong Park Centre. $20 
at the door, kids under 11, 
$12. Take-out available. To 
place a take-out order, con-
tact Diane 705-919-1751.

43-44p

An evening of Contem-
porary Inspirational Music, 
Saturday, April 13 at 7 pm at 
St. John’s Anglican Church, 
Kagawong. Refreshments 
provided, donations appreciat-
ed. Proceeds of fundraiser to 
repair stained glass window.

44-47p

Little Current Fish and Game 
Club Annual Spring Roast 
Beef Dinner and Fundraiser 
at the Little Current Legion on 
Wednesday, April 3. Door Prize 
and raffle; cocktails at 5 pm, 
dinner served at 6 pm. Only 
125 tickets available, $40 each, 
dine in only. Serving roast beef 
supplied, prepared and served 
by the Burt Farm. Included is a 
salad, main course and tea or 
coffee. For more information 
or tickets call President Lou 
Shortt, 705-368-2446; Garry El-
liott, 705-368-3055 or Tony Fer-
ro, 705-936-6565. Or you can 
pick up your tickets at The Man-
itoulin Expositor, Little Current.

44-45c

coming 
events

coming 
events

Friends of Mindemoya Old School (FOMOS) 
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, June 12, 2024 at 7:00 PM. 
Meeting will be held via ZOOM.

Exciting things continue to happen,
 so please try to join us.

Everyone welcome!

Email mindemoyaoldschool@gmail.com for Zoom link.

Notice of a Public Meeting Concerning a Township-Initiated  
Zoning By-law Update

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Assiginack will be holding an 
in-person statutory public meeting to consider a Township-initiated zoning by-law amendment and is 
notifying the public in accordance with Section 34 of the Planning Act.

Purpose and Effect of the Zoning By-law Amendment:
The purpose of the zoning by-law amendment is to update the Township’s zoning by-law.  
The Township zoning by-law currently in effect is by-law No. 80-20 and By-law No. 80-21, first approved 
by Council in 1980. Since 1980, the Township zoning by-laws have been amended from time to time 
through approval of privately initiated zoning by-law amendment applications and through general 
amendments/reviews initiated by the Township. In October 2018, a new District of Manitoulin Official 
Plan was approved to be consistent with Provincial policies. The Planning Act requires municipalities 
to update their zoning by-law after an update to their Official Plan. Pursuant to the Planning Act,  
this update will bring the Township zoning by-law into conformity with the District of Manitoulin 
Official Plan.

Public Meeting:
A statutory public meeting is scheduled for June 25, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. to provide information regarding 
the Township-initiated zoning by-law amendment. The public meeting will be held at the Municipal 
Office located at 156 Arthur Street, Manitowaning, ON.

Location of the Subject Lands:
The proposed zoning by-law amendment applies to all lands within the Township and therefore a key 
map has not been provided.

What is the Township of Assiginack Zoning By-law?
It is a by-law passed by Council to implement the District of Manitoulin Official Plan to control the use 
of land and the use and construction of buildings/structures. For example, it states:

• How land may be used;
• Where buildings and other structures can be located;
• The type of buildings that are permitted and how they may be used;
• The minimum and maximum lot sizes, parking requirements, building height and setbacks from a  
     property line; and
• Other building and land use controls as deemed appropriate.

What stage is the Township at with its Zoning By-law Review?
Township staff and the Township’s planning consultants conducted a public open house on March 27, 
2024. Comments received from the public at the open house and during the subsequent commenting 
period have been incorporated into the second draft of the zoning by-law as appropriate.

Representation:
Any person may participate at the public meeting and/or make written or verbal representation 
regarding this matter. Written submissions can be sent electronically to hferguson@assiginack.ca or can 
be dropped at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street, Manitowaning, ON.  Please ensure your 
name and address are included as required for the public record.

Appeal Rights:
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Assiginack before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is 
not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Township of Assiginack to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal, and may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal 
unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Notice of Passing of Zoning By-law Amendment:
A copy of the notice of passing will be sent to each person who has filed with the Clerk a written 
request for a notice of passing.

Additional Information:
Additional information relating to the Zoning By-law update will be available on the 
Township’s website on June 4th, 2024, or for inspection on weekdays by appointment between  
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the Municipal Office located at 156 Arthur Street, Manitowaning, ON.  
Please contact hferguson@assiginack.ca or call (705) 859-3196 to arrange for an appointment.

Dated at the Township of Assiginack this 29th day of May 2024.
Heidi Ferguson, Clerk

   
   Request for Quotation

The Township of Billings is requesting proposals from qualified individuals/
firms to provide for the supply and installation of security monitoring cameras 

(10 total) at defined locations in Billings Township.
Quotes must be submitted by:

 July 5, 2024 @ 12:00 pm to finance@billingstwp.ca
For more details, please visit:

https://billingstwp.ca/administration/requests-for-proposals/

Central Manitoulin Historical Society
Annual General Meeting

(no elections this year)

Wednesday, June 19, 2024
7:00 pm

At the Welcome Centre/Museum
Mindemoya

All welcome.

Final week to see, The Add-
ams Family by Burns Wharf 
Theatre Players at Mani-
toulin Secondary School. 
Matinées: June 15, 16. Eve-
nings: June 14, 15. Tickets 
$25. For more information 
go to www.burnswharf.net.

51-4c

Knox United Church  
Rummage Sale in Manitowan-
ing is open Wednesdays to 
Saturdays from 10 am to 3 
pm. Spring and summer cloth-
ing, shoes, householditems 
and miscellaneous. The Lit-
tle Shoppe Around the Cor-
ner at Knox is open Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 am to 
3 pm. Nearly-new clothing, 
shoes and various treasures.

52-6p

Team Aelick fundraising 
barbecue at Orr’s Valumart, 
Little Current Saturday, June 
15 from 11 am to 2 pm. Pro-
ceeds to Canadian Liver 
Foundation’s “Stroll for Liver”.

4c

Pancake breakfast at the 
Tehkummah hall on Sunday, 
June 23 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Pancakes with real maple 
syrup, scrambled eggs, bacon 
and sausage, fruit cup, coffee, 
tea and juice. Adults, $15; 
children under 12, $7, children 
under 5, free. Sponsored by the 
Tehkummah Triangle Seniors.

4-5c

coming 
events

coming 
events

for sale

New ATV plow, two floor 
lamps, antique chair, three 
wooden patio chairs with cush-
ioins, two loungers with cush-
ions, one gas and one 
electric grass trimmer, two 
wicker chairs and Precious 
Moments figurines., Everything 
in good condition. Pictures 
available. Call or text 
705-690-9892. 4-5p

marine
Sailboat for sale, 31’ Allmand 
1986: 11.5’ beam, 6.4’ cabin 
head room, 4’ draft, good diesel 
engine, sleeps seven, interior 
redone in 2019. A floating cot-
tage on the water for a fraction 
of the cost. Asking $15,000. 
Call Leigh, 705-348-2623.

4-5c

1997 Seafarer 24’ boat, walk-
around deck, 5.7 V8 Merc 
cruiser, two downriggers, 
Lowrance fishfinder with GPS, 
marine radio and music ra-
dio, small washroom (head) in 
cuddy. Excellent fishing boat, 
everything works, galvanized 
tandem trailer. $20,000 OBO. 
Phone calls only, 519-671-8743 
(South Baymouth, Manitoulin).

4-5c

notice
Gore Bay United Church 
Food Cupboard is open  
every Thursday from  12 noon 
to 3 pm. Come to the church 
side door (facing McQuarrie  
Motors). You will be invited 
into the Food Cupboard to 
choose your food items. If you 
don’t have a bag, there are 
some available. If you have 
any questions, please call 
705-282-2011. Messages are 
checked daily. Everyone is  
welcome. 

Tfn
Are you a cancer patient un-
dergoing or recovering from 
treatment? Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver or 
supporting someone with can-
cer? The Manitoulin Cancer 
Support Group may provide 
you with resources and op-
portunities to share experienc-
es as well as give or receive 
support with others who have 
travelled this similar cancer 
journey. This group is open to 
anyone with any type of can-
cer, is free to join and will be 
rotated to different parts of the 
Island. This group will alter-
nate meetings on weekdays 
and weekends. The schedule 
is as follows: Sunday May 26 
at the Gore Bay Legion, 2 to 
4 pm; Wednesday, June 26 at 
the Mindemoya Council Cham-
bers, 2 to 4 pm; No meeting in 
July; Sunday, August 25 at the 
Manitowaning Family Health 
Team 2 to 4 pm. For more in-
formation please contact: Terry 
Mackenzie, 705-507-0433, 
tand jmackenz ie@hotmai l .
com; Bonnie Young, 705-377-
4998; Ann Cranston, 705-282-
7531, bnannc@gmail.com.

tfn

Christian Counselling: Alco-
hol, addiction, anxiety, children, 
depression, drugs, faith, grief, 
illness, marriage, PTSD, salva-
tion, sin, etc. Free and confiden-
tial. King James Bible Church, 
705-885-8951, cc.manitoulin@
gmail.com.

Tfn

services

wanted
Donate your old car or truck 
or farm tractor, etc., or even an 
old metal boat to our church. 
We can send a truck right to you 
to pick these up, and in return 
you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the scrap value of 
your donation to St. Bernard’s 
Church, Little Current. Please, 
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc. 
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

yard sale

St. John’s Gigantic yard 
sale, barbecue and bake sale 
on Saturday, June 29 from 10 
am to 2 pm at The Kagawong 
Pavilion. All proceeds to St. 
John’s Church, Kagawong.

3-6p

Yard sale, Saturday, June 15 
from 9 am to 1 pm at 2016 
Bay Estates Road, North. 
Quilt fabric, miscellanious 
items and household items.

4c

• 

Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates 

MICA extends an open invitation to our 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday June 16 

3pm 
Maja's Garden Bistro 

6152, Hwy 542 Mindemoya 

Guest Speaker 
Steve Redmond 

Cycling Ontario's Ice Roads 
providing cycles to Northern First nations 

Become a MICA member 
Join us 

• 

Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates 

MICA extends an open invitation to our 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday June 16 

3pm 
Maja's Garden Bistro 

6152, Hwy 542 Mindemoya 

Guest Speaker 
Steve Redmond 

Cycling Ontario's Ice Roads 
providing cycles to Northern First nations 

Become a MICA member 
Join us 

• 

Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates 

MICA extends an open invitation to our 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday June 16 

3pm 
Maja's Garden Bistro 

6152, Hwy 542 Mindemoya 

Guest Speaker 
Steve Redmond 

Cycling Ontario's Ice Roads 
providing cycles to Northern First nations 

Become a MICA member 
Join us 

Looking for a new career? 
Check out the second section
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Death Notices

TOM AND MARGIE STRINGER

With heavy hearts 
but cherished 

memories, we invite 
you to celebrate the 
remarkable lives of Tom 
and Margie Stringer 
who passed away just 
two months apart earlier 

this year after 58 beautiful years of marriage. A joint burial 
will take place on June 15, 2024 at 11 am at  the Green Bay  
Cemetery. Family and close friends are invited 
to attend. A public Celebration of Life will be 
hosted by their daughters between 1 to 3 pm on 
June 15, 2024  at the Sheguiandah Seniors’ Hall. 
Please join us in sharing stories, laughter and light  
refreshments as we honour their lasting legacy and the 
countless moments of joy they brought into our lives.

Celebration of Life

OLIVERA JANICIJEVIC
1949 - 2024

Our beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother (Baba), aunt, 

kuma and friend, Oliera passed 
away on Thursday morning, 
May 30, 2024 surrounded by 
her family. Survived by the love 
of her life Dobrivoje (Bob) and 
her children Dr. Boro (Ljiljana-
her favorite daughter in-law), 
Dr. Kosta and Dr. Zlata, and 

what she called her greatest accomplishments, her 
grandchildren Luka and Sofija. Her Brother Tiho 
(Jessica), her sister Angelina (predeceased), parents 
(predeceased) Kosta (Petkovic/Velkovski) and Desanka 
(Mickovic). Kumovi, Stojanka and Aco (predeceased), 
Milija, Svetlana and Bob. She will be sadly missed by 
her brothers-in law Dr. Nenad Janicijevic (Dr. Milena) 
and Predrag, as well as her many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. Olivera’s strong will and kindness touched 
many of the lives she encountered including her workers 
and tenants over the years. She loved you all. Olivera 
was a sharp business lady, known to be firm but fair. 
Thoughtful, generous, artistic and free spirited, she lived 
life like the Queen she was. She had many great talents, 
creating magnificent pieces of stained glass art, wood 
carvings, painting, mosaics, basket weaving, knitting, 
gardening and, especially, her renowned pastries and 
mouth-watering meals. She was a master chef, she 
loved to feed everyone around her, it was her way of 
showing love. Olivera and Dobrivoje, together for over 
50 years, created a business from the ground up, raised 
and guided three children and two grandchildren, built 
their dream cottage on Manitoulin Island that boasts 
both their creativity, passion for native culture, love 
of animals, flowers and gardening. Viewing was at 
Jackson and Barnard Funeral Home on Tuesday, June 
4, 2024 from 5 to 8 pm with Serbian Orthodox prayers 
starting at 7 pm. A church service was held at St. Peter 
and Paul’s Orthodox Church at 515 Antwerp Street, 
Sudbury at 10 am on Wednesday, June 5, 2024 interment 
followed at Civic Cemetery on Second Avenue, Sudbury.

WILLIAM C. MCALLISTER 
(Bill)

August 12, 1947 - June 2, 2024

In loving memory of William 
C. McAllister (Bill), who 

passed away peacefully at 
the Mindemoya Hospital 
on Saturday, June 2, 2024 
at the age of 76. Survived 
by his wife Jacqueline;
sons William James “Jim” 
(Kim) McAllister and Robert 
C. “Rob” (Tina) McAllister; 

grandchildren Evelynn, Brodie, Lucian, Quinton, 
Piper and Maeve. Born to the late Rachel Evelyn (nee 
Hopper) and Orval James McAllister in Mindemoya 
on August 12, 1947. Brother of Mary (John) White, 
Gord (Helga) McAllister and Reg (Gloria) McAllister. 
Predeceased by siblings Eleanor (Lawrence) McMurray, 
Jim McAllister and Martin McAllister. Will always 
be remembered by many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends. A special thank you for the excellent care 
given to Bill by the staff and nurses at the Mindemoya 
Hospital. Donations may be made in Bill’s honour 
to the Mindemoya Hospital Auxiliary or the North 
East Cancer Centre. Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.islandfuneralhome.ca

HILDA SHIRLEY MARCELLA 
OTOWADJIWAN

April 29, 1944 - June 1, 2024

Hilda Shirley Marcella 
Otowadjiwan, age 80, of 

Negaunee Township, passed 
away peacefully at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit, Michigan, 
USA in the comfort of her 
loving family on Saturday, 
June 1, 2024. Hilda was born 
on April 29, 1944, in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, to Theresa (nee 

Wassegiijig) and Lawrence Lewis (Otowadjiwan). She 
graduated from Loretto Catholic Central High School, 
Class of 1962. She married the late Wayne Tadgerson, 
and together they raised their family in Negaunee. 
When her children were grown, Hilda returned to 
school and earned her Early Child Development degree 
from Northern Michigan University, Class of 1997. 
Hilda, Niigaanigiizhigokwe (Leading the Day Woman), 
was a proud member of the Wiikwemkoong Unceded 
Territory, Manitoulin Island. Hilda enjoyed spending time 
with her family and was an avid harvester and gardener. 
She was an expert crafter in beadwork, basket making, 
quillwork, leatherwork and sewing. All of her crafts were 
lovingly gifted to family and friends. She looked forward 
to attending the annual family moose hunting trip in 
Canada. Hilda loved hosting and cooking for her family 
every holiday and family gathering. She followed her 
children’s, grandchildren’s, and great-grandchildren’s 
sports and extracurricular activities until her recent illness. 
Surviving are her children, Cheryl (Dave) Bernier 
of Brimley, Aaron (Teresa) Tadgerson of Brimley, 
Lynn (April) Tadgerson of Negaunee, Danny (Terri) 
Tadgerson of Brimley, Patrick (Tammy) Tadgerson 
of Brimley, Jimmy (JoAnn) Tadgerson of Negaunee, 
Jennie (Errol) Lukkarinen of Negaunee, Dennis 
(Tasha) Tadgerson of Marquette, Carrie Hale of 
Sault Ste. Marie, and Raymond (Jessie) Tadgerson of 
Reno, Nevada; two brothers, Chet (Peggy) Lewis of 
Westerville, OH and Richard (Stephanie) Lewis of Sault 
Ste. Marie; sister-in-law, Joan Lewis of Front Royal, 
VA; and 25 grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Hilda is 
preceded in death by her parents, her son, Michael 
Tadgerson and two brothers, Kenny and Byron Lewis. 
A traditional fire was lit at Hilda’s home, 174 Valley Rd., 
Negaunee. Visitation began at 5 pm on Wednesday, June 5, 
2024, at Koskey Funeral Home and continued throughout 
the night. Traditional Native American services were 
held at the funeral home at 10 am on Thursday, June 6, 
2024, before burial services in the Negaunee Cemetery. A 
luncheon followed at the Negaunee Elks. Hilda’s memorial 
page may be viewed at KoskeyFuneralHome.com.

DONALD “KIRK” STRAIN

Please join us in Celebrating 
the Life of Donald “Kirk” 

Strain on Saturday, June 15, 
2024 at 11 am for a graveside 
service to be held at the  
Gordon Cemetery. After the 
service you are invited to a light 
lunch at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 514, Gore Bay.

Burial Service

WILLIAM JOHN BOYCE 
ANDERSON

April 29, 1929 - January 5, 2024

Family and friends are invited 
to attend the burial of Boyce 

Anderson, to be held at the 
Grimesthorpe Cemetery on 
Saturday, June 22, 2024 at 2 pm.

              

DOUGLAS IVAN DAVID 
LANKTREE

January 5, 1956 - May 22, 2024

Douglas Ivan David Lanktree, born January 5, 
1956 on Maniotulin, passed away peacefully 

with his wife Barb and Sister Joan by his side in Bran-
don General Hospital, Brandon Manitoba on May 
22, 2024 at the age of 68. Doug is survived by his 
wife Barb (Wilson) his sister Joan Vyse (John 1994) 
(Calvin 2019), sister-in-law Chris (Dwayne 2018)
sisters-in-law Maxine, Donna, Beth and Kelly and 
many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by par-
ents Ivan and Hazel Lanktree, brother Dwayne and 
brothers-in-law John Vyse (1994) and Calvin Pear-
son (2019). Doug has resided in Benito, Manitoba for 
41 years Doug and Barb  ran a grocery store in Beni-
to and when they sold it, Doug worked for 30 years
for Ag Sheild a farm equipment  manufacturing compa-
ny in Benito. Doug loved to fish, hunt, camp, golf, play 
darts and garden or just visit with friends and have a beer.
Doug was a member of the Elks Foundation of Man-
itoba. Cremation has taken place and at a later date his 
ashes with be buried at Providence Bay Cemetery.
Doug will be greatly missed and loved dearly.

GRETTA GARBUTT

Please join the family of 
Gretta Garbutt to share 

stories and remember our 
wonderful mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. The 
family will be hosting a casual 
come and go Celebration of Life 
on Friday, June 21, 2024 from  
11 am to 2 pm at the 
Sheguiandah Seniors Hall. 

Lunch and refreshments will be served.

Celebration of Life

MIKE MEEKER
February 23, 1958 - June 5, 2024

Mike Meeker, born February 
23, 1958, passed away 

June 5, 2024.  First and foremost 
Mike loved his family. He 
leaves behind his wife Sharon 
Meeker (Vaughn); sons Zac 
(Terri) and Adam (Deborah); 
grandchildren Nathaniel, Ty, 
Elizabeth, Victoria, Norah and 
Hannah along with nieces and 

nephews; Seth, Shane, Hannah, Isaac, Riley, Emmett and 
Tess.  Mike was born in Kingston, Ontario, the oldest to 
Joan and Thomas (predeceased); siblings Shari, Danny 
(Brenda) and Tracy (Mark). Mike had a prolific hockey 
career which traversed tier two junior (Nepean Raiders), 
NCAA (Wisconsin Badgers), OHL (Peterborough Petes), 
AHL (Binghamton Dusters), NHL (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
and professional hockey in Sweden (Karlskrona).  Even 
during his athletic endeavours, Mike pursued adventure 
and innovation related to his interest in nature and biology. 
This led him to Manitoulin Island in 1984 with his wife 
Sharon to start an aquaculture business. Mike made many 
contributions to the community with his experience and 
leadership abilities. He coached a variety of baseball and 
hockey teams and provided mentorship to countless local 
athletes. In addition to his own industrious business, he 
volunteered on the local fire department and was a key 
contributor to many professional organizations and business 
developments across Manitoulin. He was instrumental in 
the development of the aquaculture industry in Northern 
Ontario. Mike was a principled individual who lived to 
support and protect country, community and family. It is 
for this reason that he touched so many lives and why he 
will be so dearly missed.  A Celebration of Life will be held 
at Simpson Funeral Home in Gore Bay on June 16, 2024 
at 1 pm. The funeral service will take place At Simpson 
Funeral Home on Sunday, June 16, 2024 at 1pm with Rev. 
Janice Frame officiating.  Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.simpsonfuneralhome.ca.

Death Notices

TOM AND MARGIE STRINGER

With heavy hearts 
but cherished 

memories, we invite 
you to celebrate the 
remarkable lives of Tom 
and Margie Stringer 
who passed away just 
two months apart earlier 

this year after 58 beautiful years of marriage. A joint burial 
will take place on June 15, 2024 at 11 am at  the Green Bay  
Cemetery. Family and close friends are invited 
to attend. A public Celebration of Life will be 
hosted by their daughters between 1 to 3 pm on 
June 15, 2024  at the Sheguiandah Seniors’ Hall. 
Please join us in sharing stories, laughter and light  
refreshments as we honour their lasting legacy and the 
countless moments of joy they brought into our lives.

Celebration of Life

OLIVERA JANICIJEVIC
1949 - 2024

Our beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother (Baba), aunt, 

kuma and friend, Oliera passed 
away on Thursday morning, 
May 30, 2024 surrounded by 
her family. Survived by the love 
of her life Dobrivoje (Bob) and 
her children Dr. Boro (Ljiljana-
her favorite daughter in-law), 
Dr. Kosta and Dr. Zlata, and 

what she called her greatest accomplishments, her 
grandchildren Luka and Sofija. Her Brother Tiho 
(Jessica), her sister Angelina (predeceased), parents 
(predeceased) Kosta (Petkovic/Velkovski) and Desanka 
(Mickovic). Kumovi, Stojanka and Aco (predeceased), 
Milija, Svetlana and Bob. She will be sadly missed by 
her brothers-in law Dr. Nenad Janicijevic (Dr. Milena) 
and Predrag, as well as her many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. Olivera’s strong will and kindness touched 
many of the lives she encountered including her workers 
and tenants over the years. She loved you all. Olivera 
was a sharp business lady, known to be firm but fair. 
Thoughtful, generous, artistic and free spirited, she lived 
life like the Queen she was. She had many great talents, 
creating magnificent pieces of stained glass art, wood 
carvings, painting, mosaics, basket weaving, knitting, 
gardening and, especially, her renowned pastries and 
mouth-watering meals. She was a master chef, she 
loved to feed everyone around her, it was her way of 
showing love. Olivera and Dobrivoje, together for over 
50 years, created a business from the ground up, raised 
and guided three children and two grandchildren, built 
their dream cottage on Manitoulin Island that boasts 
both their creativity, passion for native culture, love 
of animals, flowers and gardening. Viewing was at 
Jackson and Barnard Funeral Home on Tuesday, June 
4, 2024 from 5 to 8 pm with Serbian Orthodox prayers 
starting at 7 pm. A church service was held at St. Peter 
and Paul’s Orthodox Church at 515 Antwerp Street, 
Sudbury at 10 am on Wednesday, June 5, 2024 interment 
followed at Civic Cemetery on Second Avenue, Sudbury.

WILLIAM C. MCALLISTER 
(Bill)

August 12, 1947 - June 2, 2024

In loving memory of William 
C. McAllister (Bill), who 

passed away peacefully at 
the Mindemoya Hospital 
on Saturday, June 2, 2024 
at the age of 76. Survived 
by his wife Jacqueline;
sons William James “Jim” 
(Kim) McAllister and Robert 
C. “Rob” (Tina) McAllister; 

grandchildren Evelynn, Brodie, Lucian, Quinton, 
Piper and Maeve. Born to the late Rachel Evelyn (nee 
Hopper) and Orval James McAllister in Mindemoya 
on August 12, 1947. Brother of Mary (John) White, 
Gord (Helga) McAllister and Reg (Gloria) McAllister. 
Predeceased by siblings Eleanor (Lawrence) McMurray, 
Jim McAllister and Martin McAllister. Will always 
be remembered by many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends. A special thank you for the excellent care 
given to Bill by the staff and nurses at the Mindemoya 
Hospital. Donations may be made in Bill’s honour 
to the Mindemoya Hospital Auxiliary or the North 
East Cancer Centre. Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.islandfuneralhome.ca

HILDA SHIRLEY MARCELLA 
OTOWADJIWAN

April 29, 1944 - June 1, 2024

Hilda Shirley Marcella 
Otowadjiwan, age 80, of 

Negaunee Township, passed 
away peacefully at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit, Michigan, 
USA in the comfort of her 
loving family on Saturday, 
June 1, 2024. Hilda was born 
on April 29, 1944, in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, to Theresa (nee 

Wassegiijig) and Lawrence Lewis (Otowadjiwan). She 
graduated from Loretto Catholic Central High School, 
Class of 1962. She married the late Wayne Tadgerson, 
and together they raised their family in Negaunee. 
When her children were grown, Hilda returned to 
school and earned her Early Child Development degree 
from Northern Michigan University, Class of 1997. 
Hilda, Niigaanigiizhigokwe (Leading the Day Woman), 
was a proud member of the Wiikwemkoong Unceded 
Territory, Manitoulin Island. Hilda enjoyed spending time 
with her family and was an avid harvester and gardener. 
She was an expert crafter in beadwork, basket making, 
quillwork, leatherwork and sewing. All of her crafts were 
lovingly gifted to family and friends. She looked forward 
to attending the annual family moose hunting trip in 
Canada. Hilda loved hosting and cooking for her family 
every holiday and family gathering. She followed her 
children’s, grandchildren’s, and great-grandchildren’s 
sports and extracurricular activities until her recent illness. 
Surviving are her children, Cheryl (Dave) Bernier 
of Brimley, Aaron (Teresa) Tadgerson of Brimley, 
Lynn (April) Tadgerson of Negaunee, Danny (Terri) 
Tadgerson of Brimley, Patrick (Tammy) Tadgerson 
of Brimley, Jimmy (JoAnn) Tadgerson of Negaunee, 
Jennie (Errol) Lukkarinen of Negaunee, Dennis 
(Tasha) Tadgerson of Marquette, Carrie Hale of 
Sault Ste. Marie, and Raymond (Jessie) Tadgerson of 
Reno, Nevada; two brothers, Chet (Peggy) Lewis of 
Westerville, OH and Richard (Stephanie) Lewis of Sault 
Ste. Marie; sister-in-law, Joan Lewis of Front Royal, 
VA; and 25 grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Hilda is 
preceded in death by her parents, her son, Michael 
Tadgerson and two brothers, Kenny and Byron Lewis. 
A traditional fire was lit at Hilda’s home, 174 Valley Rd., 
Negaunee. Visitation began at 5 pm on Wednesday, June 5, 
2024, at Koskey Funeral Home and continued throughout 
the night. Traditional Native American services were 
held at the funeral home at 10 am on Thursday, June 6, 
2024, before burial services in the Negaunee Cemetery. A 
luncheon followed at the Negaunee Elks. Hilda’s memorial 
page may be viewed at KoskeyFuneralHome.com.

DONALD “KIRK” STRAIN

Please join us in Celebrating 
the Life of Donald “Kirk” 

Strain on Saturday, June 15, 
2024 at 11 am for a graveside 
service to be held at the  
Gordon Cemetery. After the 
service you are invited to a light 
lunch at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 514, Gore Bay.

Burial Service

WILLIAM JOHN BOYCE 
ANDERSON

April 29, 1929 - January 5, 2024

Family and friends are invited 
to attend the burial of Boyce 

Anderson, to be held at the 
Grimesthorpe Cemetery on 
Saturday, June 22, 2024 at 2 pm.

              

DOUGLAS IVAN DAVID 
LANKTREE

January 5, 1956 - May 22, 2024

Douglas Ivan David Lanktree, born January 5, 
1956 on Maniotulin, passed away peacefully 

with his wife Barb and Sister Joan by his side in Bran-
don General Hospital, Brandon Manitoba on May 
22, 2024 at the age of 68. Doug is survived by his 
wife Barb (Wilson) his sister Joan Vyse (John 1994) 
(Calvin 2019), sister-in-law Chris (Dwayne 2018)
sisters-in-law Maxine, Donna, Beth and Kelly and 
many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by par-
ents Ivan and Hazel Lanktree, brother Dwayne and 
brothers-in-law John Vyse (1994) and Calvin Pear-
son (2019). Doug has resided in Benito, Manitoba for 
41 years Doug and Barb  ran a grocery store in Beni-
to and when they sold it, Doug worked for 30 years
for Ag Sheild a farm equipment  manufacturing compa-
ny in Benito. Doug loved to fish, hunt, camp, golf, play 
darts and garden or just visit with friends and have a beer.
Doug was a member of the Elks Foundation of Man-
itoba. Cremation has taken place and at a later date his 
ashes with be buried at Providence Bay Cemetery.
Doug will be greatly missed and loved dearly.

GRETTA GARBUTT

Please join the family of 
Gretta Garbutt to share 

stories and remember our 
wonderful mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. The 
family will be hosting a casual 
come and go Celebration of Life 
on Friday, June 21, 2024 from  
11 am to 2 pm at the 
Sheguiandah Seniors Hall. 

Lunch and refreshments will be served.

Celebration of Life

MIKE MEEKER
February 23, 1958 - June 5, 2024

Mike Meeker, born February 
23, 1958, passed away 

June 5, 2024.  First and foremost 
Mike loved his family. He 
leaves behind his wife Sharon 
Meeker (Vaughn); sons Zac 
(Terri) and Adam (Deborah); 
grandchildren Nathaniel, Ty, 
Elizabeth, Victoria, Norah and 
Hannah along with nieces and 

nephews; Seth, Shane, Hannah, Isaac, Riley, Emmett and 
Tess.  Mike was born in Kingston, Ontario, the oldest to 
Joan and Thomas (predeceased); siblings Shari, Danny 
(Brenda) and Tracy (Mark). Mike had a prolific hockey 
career which traversed tier two junior (Nepean Raiders), 
NCAA (Wisconsin Badgers), OHL (Peterborough Petes), 
AHL (Binghamton Dusters), NHL (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
and professional hockey in Sweden (Karlskrona).  Even 
during his athletic endeavours, Mike pursued adventure 
and innovation related to his interest in nature and biology. 
This led him to Manitoulin Island in 1984 with his wife 
Sharon to start an aquaculture business. Mike made many 
contributions to the community with his experience and 
leadership abilities. He coached a variety of baseball and 
hockey teams and provided mentorship to countless local 
athletes. In addition to his own industrious business, he 
volunteered on the local fire department and was a key 
contributor to many professional organizations and business 
developments across Manitoulin. He was instrumental in 
the development of the aquaculture industry in Northern 
Ontario. Mike was a principled individual who lived to 
support and protect country, community and family. It is 
for this reason that he touched so many lives and why he 
will be so dearly missed.  A Celebration of Life will be held 
at Simpson Funeral Home in Gore Bay on June 16, 2024 
at 1 pm. The funeral service will take place At Simpson 
Funeral Home on Sunday, June 16, 2024 at 1pm with Rev. 
Janice Frame officiating.  Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.simpsonfuneralhome.ca.

Death Notices

TOM AND MARGIE STRINGER

With heavy hearts 
but cherished 

memories, we invite 
you to celebrate the 
remarkable lives of Tom 
and Margie Stringer 
who passed away just 
two months apart earlier 

this year after 58 beautiful years of marriage. A joint burial 
will take place on June 15, 2024 at 11 am at  the Green Bay  
Cemetery. Family and close friends are invited 
to attend. A public Celebration of Life will be 
hosted by their daughters between 1 to 3 pm on 
June 15, 2024  at the Sheguiandah Seniors’ Hall. 
Please join us in sharing stories, laughter and light  
refreshments as we honour their lasting legacy and the 
countless moments of joy they brought into our lives.

Celebration of Life

OLIVERA JANICIJEVIC
1949 - 2024

Our beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother (Baba), aunt, 

kuma and friend, Oliera passed 
away on Thursday morning, 
May 30, 2024 surrounded by 
her family. Survived by the love 
of her life Dobrivoje (Bob) and 
her children Dr. Boro (Ljiljana-
her favorite daughter in-law), 
Dr. Kosta and Dr. Zlata, and 

what she called her greatest accomplishments, her 
grandchildren Luka and Sofija. Her Brother Tiho 
(Jessica), her sister Angelina (predeceased), parents 
(predeceased) Kosta (Petkovic/Velkovski) and Desanka 
(Mickovic). Kumovi, Stojanka and Aco (predeceased), 
Milija, Svetlana and Bob. She will be sadly missed by 
her brothers-in law Dr. Nenad Janicijevic (Dr. Milena) 
and Predrag, as well as her many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. Olivera’s strong will and kindness touched 
many of the lives she encountered including her workers 
and tenants over the years. She loved you all. Olivera 
was a sharp business lady, known to be firm but fair. 
Thoughtful, generous, artistic and free spirited, she lived 
life like the Queen she was. She had many great talents, 
creating magnificent pieces of stained glass art, wood 
carvings, painting, mosaics, basket weaving, knitting, 
gardening and, especially, her renowned pastries and 
mouth-watering meals. She was a master chef, she 
loved to feed everyone around her, it was her way of 
showing love. Olivera and Dobrivoje, together for over 
50 years, created a business from the ground up, raised 
and guided three children and two grandchildren, built 
their dream cottage on Manitoulin Island that boasts 
both their creativity, passion for native culture, love 
of animals, flowers and gardening. Viewing was at 
Jackson and Barnard Funeral Home on Tuesday, June 
4, 2024 from 5 to 8 pm with Serbian Orthodox prayers 
starting at 7 pm. A church service was held at St. Peter 
and Paul’s Orthodox Church at 515 Antwerp Street, 
Sudbury at 10 am on Wednesday, June 5, 2024 interment 
followed at Civic Cemetery on Second Avenue, Sudbury.

WILLIAM C. MCALLISTER 
(Bill)

August 12, 1947 - June 2, 2024

In loving memory of William 
C. McAllister (Bill), who 

passed away peacefully at 
the Mindemoya Hospital 
on Saturday, June 2, 2024 
at the age of 76. Survived 
by his wife Jacqueline;
sons William James “Jim” 
(Kim) McAllister and Robert 
C. “Rob” (Tina) McAllister; 

grandchildren Evelynn, Brodie, Lucian, Quinton, 
Piper and Maeve. Born to the late Rachel Evelyn (nee 
Hopper) and Orval James McAllister in Mindemoya 
on August 12, 1947. Brother of Mary (John) White, 
Gord (Helga) McAllister and Reg (Gloria) McAllister. 
Predeceased by siblings Eleanor (Lawrence) McMurray, 
Jim McAllister and Martin McAllister. Will always 
be remembered by many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends. A special thank you for the excellent care 
given to Bill by the staff and nurses at the Mindemoya 
Hospital. Donations may be made in Bill’s honour 
to the Mindemoya Hospital Auxiliary or the North 
East Cancer Centre. Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.islandfuneralhome.ca

HILDA SHIRLEY MARCELLA 
OTOWADJIWAN

April 29, 1944 - June 1, 2024

Hilda Shirley Marcella 
Otowadjiwan, age 80, of 

Negaunee Township, passed 
away peacefully at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit, Michigan, 
USA in the comfort of her 
loving family on Saturday, 
June 1, 2024. Hilda was born 
on April 29, 1944, in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, to Theresa (nee 

Wassegiijig) and Lawrence Lewis (Otowadjiwan). She 
graduated from Loretto Catholic Central High School, 
Class of 1962. She married the late Wayne Tadgerson, 
and together they raised their family in Negaunee. 
When her children were grown, Hilda returned to 
school and earned her Early Child Development degree 
from Northern Michigan University, Class of 1997. 
Hilda, Niigaanigiizhigokwe (Leading the Day Woman), 
was a proud member of the Wiikwemkoong Unceded 
Territory, Manitoulin Island. Hilda enjoyed spending time 
with her family and was an avid harvester and gardener. 
She was an expert crafter in beadwork, basket making, 
quillwork, leatherwork and sewing. All of her crafts were 
lovingly gifted to family and friends. She looked forward 
to attending the annual family moose hunting trip in 
Canada. Hilda loved hosting and cooking for her family 
every holiday and family gathering. She followed her 
children’s, grandchildren’s, and great-grandchildren’s 
sports and extracurricular activities until her recent illness. 
Surviving are her children, Cheryl (Dave) Bernier 
of Brimley, Aaron (Teresa) Tadgerson of Brimley, 
Lynn (April) Tadgerson of Negaunee, Danny (Terri) 
Tadgerson of Brimley, Patrick (Tammy) Tadgerson 
of Brimley, Jimmy (JoAnn) Tadgerson of Negaunee, 
Jennie (Errol) Lukkarinen of Negaunee, Dennis 
(Tasha) Tadgerson of Marquette, Carrie Hale of 
Sault Ste. Marie, and Raymond (Jessie) Tadgerson of 
Reno, Nevada; two brothers, Chet (Peggy) Lewis of 
Westerville, OH and Richard (Stephanie) Lewis of Sault 
Ste. Marie; sister-in-law, Joan Lewis of Front Royal, 
VA; and 25 grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Hilda is 
preceded in death by her parents, her son, Michael 
Tadgerson and two brothers, Kenny and Byron Lewis. 
A traditional fire was lit at Hilda’s home, 174 Valley Rd., 
Negaunee. Visitation began at 5 pm on Wednesday, June 5, 
2024, at Koskey Funeral Home and continued throughout 
the night. Traditional Native American services were 
held at the funeral home at 10 am on Thursday, June 6, 
2024, before burial services in the Negaunee Cemetery. A 
luncheon followed at the Negaunee Elks. Hilda’s memorial 
page may be viewed at KoskeyFuneralHome.com.

DONALD “KIRK” STRAIN

Please join us in Celebrating 
the Life of Donald “Kirk” 

Strain on Saturday, June 15, 
2024 at 11 am for a graveside 
service to be held at the  
Gordon Cemetery. After the 
service you are invited to a light 
lunch at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 514, Gore Bay.

Burial Service

WILLIAM JOHN BOYCE 
ANDERSON

April 29, 1929 - January 5, 2024

Family and friends are invited 
to attend the burial of Boyce 

Anderson, to be held at the 
Grimesthorpe Cemetery on 
Saturday, June 22, 2024 at 2 pm.

              

DOUGLAS IVAN DAVID 
LANKTREE

January 5, 1956 - May 22, 2024

Douglas Ivan David Lanktree, born January 5, 
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with his wife Barb and Sister Joan by his side in Bran-
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22, 2024 at the age of 68. Doug is survived by his 
wife Barb (Wilson) his sister Joan Vyse (John 1994) 
(Calvin 2019), sister-in-law Chris (Dwayne 2018)
sisters-in-law Maxine, Donna, Beth and Kelly and 
many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by par-
ents Ivan and Hazel Lanktree, brother Dwayne and 
brothers-in-law John Vyse (1994) and Calvin Pear-
son (2019). Doug has resided in Benito, Manitoba for 
41 years Doug and Barb  ran a grocery store in Beni-
to and when they sold it, Doug worked for 30 years
for Ag Sheild a farm equipment  manufacturing compa-
ny in Benito. Doug loved to fish, hunt, camp, golf, play 
darts and garden or just visit with friends and have a beer.
Doug was a member of the Elks Foundation of Man-
itoba. Cremation has taken place and at a later date his 
ashes with be buried at Providence Bay Cemetery.
Doug will be greatly missed and loved dearly.

GRETTA GARBUTT

Please join the family of 
Gretta Garbutt to share 

stories and remember our 
wonderful mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. The 
family will be hosting a casual 
come and go Celebration of Life 
on Friday, June 21, 2024 from  
11 am to 2 pm at the 
Sheguiandah Seniors Hall. 

Lunch and refreshments will be served.

Celebration of Life

MIKE MEEKER
February 23, 1958 - June 5, 2024

Mike Meeker, born February 
23, 1958, passed away 

June 5, 2024.  First and foremost 
Mike loved his family. He 
leaves behind his wife Sharon 
Meeker (Vaughn); sons Zac 
(Terri) and Adam (Deborah); 
grandchildren Nathaniel, Ty, 
Elizabeth, Victoria, Norah and 
Hannah along with nieces and 

nephews; Seth, Shane, Hannah, Isaac, Riley, Emmett and 
Tess.  Mike was born in Kingston, Ontario, the oldest to 
Joan and Thomas (predeceased); siblings Shari, Danny 
(Brenda) and Tracy (Mark). Mike had a prolific hockey 
career which traversed tier two junior (Nepean Raiders), 
NCAA (Wisconsin Badgers), OHL (Peterborough Petes), 
AHL (Binghamton Dusters), NHL (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
and professional hockey in Sweden (Karlskrona).  Even 
during his athletic endeavours, Mike pursued adventure 
and innovation related to his interest in nature and biology. 
This led him to Manitoulin Island in 1984 with his wife 
Sharon to start an aquaculture business. Mike made many 
contributions to the community with his experience and 
leadership abilities. He coached a variety of baseball and 
hockey teams and provided mentorship to countless local 
athletes. In addition to his own industrious business, he 
volunteered on the local fire department and was a key 
contributor to many professional organizations and business 
developments across Manitoulin. He was instrumental in 
the development of the aquaculture industry in Northern 
Ontario. Mike was a principled individual who lived to 
support and protect country, community and family. It is 
for this reason that he touched so many lives and why he 
will be so dearly missed.  A Celebration of Life will be held 
at Simpson Funeral Home in Gore Bay on June 16, 2024 
at 1 pm. The funeral service will take place At Simpson 
Funeral Home on Sunday, June 16, 2024 at 1pm with Rev. 
Janice Frame officiating.  Please share your thoughts, 
memories and photos at www.simpsonfuneralhome.ca.
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that we are here present-
ing this very deserving 
recognition to her.” 

L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l 
(Commanding Officer) 
Harris then called upon 
C.C. McLean Principal 
Robyn Best, “I am making 
a presentation of a special 
Squadron Commander’s 
coin to Ms. Best, as a lot 
of organization behind 
the scenes has gone into 
this event today. I present 
this coin to members of 
my squadron after they’ve 
done something excellent 
in the workplace. Thank 
you very much for keeping 
it a secret and for all the 
organization and the work 
you’ve done to make this 
happen today.”

Ms. Best said that pro-
grams like the Christmas 
packages program, writing 
letters to CAF members 
and being pen pals with 
them, “gives the students a 
real purpose and really ig-
nites their desire to learn.”

Lt. Colonel Harris then 
coaxed the students to run 
a lap around the track at 
C.C. McLean before they 
were able to take a tour and 
look inside the Chinook. 
The Chinook in question 
is one of 14 helicopters in 
service with the 450 Tacti-
cal Helicopter Squadron, 
based at CFB Petawawa. 
The helicopters, which are 

designed to carry about 
36 passengers, are used 
by the CAF in situations 
where they are needed to 
transport equipment or 
personnel in domestic sit-
uations such as flood and 
fire relief within Canada, 
deployments around the 
world and search and res-
cue operations. Students 
had an opportunity to tour 
the aircraft, speak with the 
crew and even get auto-
graphs.

The Expositor caught up 
to Ms. Jefkins (who will 
be retiring as of June 28 
after a 30-year teaching ca-
reer) a day after receiving 
the RCAF coin. She was 
still absolutely shocked 
to be the recipient of the 
award. “I had no idea the 
Chinook was coming. Ma-
jor Dave White and I had 
texted back and forth this 
past winter about his idea 
of getting a helicopter to 
the school so he could sur-
prise his penpal (Grade 3 
student Jack Pfeifer), but 
seeing that it is getting late 
in the school year I was 
going with the idea that it 
was not going to happen. 
Dave and I message back 
and forth quite a bit and 
on Thursday night he told 
me he wanted to get Jack a 
hat and shirt. I was think-
ing he would send it in the 
mail.”

On Friday, at the time 
the military helicopter 
was to arrive at C.C. Mc-

Lean, “I was on recess 
duty,” said Ms. Jefkins. “I 
saw the police go by the 
classroom window, and 
then I saw Tom Sasvari 
and Mike Erskine walk 
by and I was wondering 
what it was all about be-
cause you are both from 
the same paper, but still I 
wasn’t thinking anything 
big was taking place that 
involved me. The students 
were watching the police 
walking past the window 

and then one of the stu-
dents said, ‘There’s a heli-
copter.’ Then I heard a loud 
‘whomp-whomp-whomp’ 
sound and thought there 
is only one that that makes 
that sound.”

So, she walked out of the 
school saying, “I’ve been 
had.”

“I really thought Dave 
had been able to pull the 
visit off without telling 
me. I never dreamed that 

Garage Sale for 
Shelly Wright
6 Wright Street, Gore Bay

Saturday, June 15 | 9 am-3 pm
This is a very large garage sale! Includes a workshop of tools 
for woodworking, lots of metal and hand tools, tool chests, 

wood stove, tarped outbuilding, Vanguard 8000 electric 
generator, rigid mitre and table saw, Stihl blower and snipper, 
ladders, doors, oak dining table and chairs, Cub Cadet trailer, 
Keg BBQ, snow sled, bricks, 2 skids of flagstone slabs, picnic 

table, street signs, freezer, oil and paint, electrical tools, 
household items, camping supplies, golf clubs, compressor, 

motorcycle equipment, pub kitchen set.
Rain or shine. Mostly held indoors.  There are so many 

items so bring your truck and trailers to transport. 
Something for everyone. 

Cash only! Follow signs in 
from H&M Mini Mart. 

Text 905-691-7355,
email rrtarp@hotmail.com

or follow Robbie White from  
Milton on Marketplace for pictures.

church 
services

King James Bible Church, 
Providence Bay worships every 
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12 
noon. For more information call 
705-348-2229.

30tfn

KJV Bible Study, every Mon-
day night, 7 to 9 pm in Provi-
dence Bay. For more informa-
tion call 705-348-2229, or email 
kjc.manitoulin@gmail.com.
All welcome.

4tfn

in  
memoriam

BAKER—It is with heavy hearts 
that we mourn the loss of Lion 
Joe Baker, who has been with 
the Gore Bay/ Western Manito-
ulin Lions Club for many years. 
Lion Joe was a steady guiding 
hand through the years and 
loved to be the meat cook for 
both Lionsfest and Harbour 
Days until the last few years. He 
was always available with advice 
and suggestions when asked. 
He made being the Tail Twister 
for the club fun, always made us 
laugh when he found issues that 
the members forgot to do and as 
a consequence had to pay 25 
cents to “Little Leo”. Lion Joe will 
be greatly missed by all of us. 
One final roar for Lion Joe Baker.

4c
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a call of a suspicious person at the same apartment 
complex in the main village of Wiikwemkoong.

A suspect was outside and was attempting to open the 
door at the complainant’s residence. The complainant 
yelled at the suspect, and they fled on foot away from 
the area. Again, no entry was gained.

Police encourage community members to keep their 
doors locked, keep valuables in a safe place inside the 
residence. And further, to report any suspicious per-
sons or suspicious activity to police.

Weapons call being investigated
The WTPS received a disturbance call on June 1 at 

an apartment complex in the main village area on the 
WUT. At approximately 1 am, officers received a call of 
a fight occurring involving multiple persons outside of 
the apartment complex. It was also reported that one 
suspect was observed with a possible handgun.

Officers attended the scene and spoke to witnesses 
that stated the disturbance had just ended and other 
persons involved had fled the area in a black vehicle. 
One person at the scene had been assaulted but the in-
juries were not too serious.

Witnesses identified the male suspect and stated he 
was in possession of a handgun and was pointing it at 
people. A suspect was observed entering an apartment 
at the complex.

Police investigation revealed that the male suspect 
did not exit the apartment and was still inside.

At approximately 2:30 am, officers entered the apart-
ment and located the male suspect hiding within. Offi-
cers also located a pellet handgun inside the apartment 
as well. The male suspect was arrested and returned to 
the Wikwemikong Police Office without further inci-
dent.

The male suspect was found to be on conditions of re-
lease as well. As a result of the investigation, a 36-year-
old male resident of Wiikwemkoong has been charged 
with the following: weapons dangerous, pointing a 
firearm, imitation weapon-use while committing an of-
fence, failure to comply with release order.

The matter is still under investigation.
Anyone with information on this incident or any oth-

er investigation can contact the Wikwemikong Tribal 
Police at (705) 370-3141 or through the communications 
centre at 1-888-310-1122, or Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS.

The Wikwemikong Tribal Police responded to 186 
calls for service for the week of May 27-June 4.

...continued from page 6

...Chinook helicopter makes surprise landing at Gore Bay schoolyard
...continued from page 14

Major Dave White, who nominated Heather Jefkins for the 
award, got to meet his penpal, Grade 3 student Jack Pfeifer.

Only 100 ‘100 Coins for 100 
Canadians’ were minted and 
Heather Jefkins is one of the 
few to be honoured for her 
unwavering support of the 
Canadian Armed Forces.

Heather Jefkins embraces Major Dave White, who  nominated 
the teacher for the special acknowledgment.

...continued on page 21
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they would land a helicop-
ter at the school, and that 
they would do all of this 
to present one of my stu-
dents with a hat and shirt. 
I thought it was a pretty 
big deal for one student 
and the rest of my class of 
Grade 3-4s. I had no clue 
the Lieutenant Colonel 
and Chief Warrant Officer 
(Carmen Bear) would be 
here. I thought it was a big 
surprise that Dave had or-
ganized for our class, and I 
had no clue that Tim (Arm-
strong) would be there,” 
said Ms. Jefkins.

After having had time 
to digest having been pre-
sented with a 100 Coins to 
100 Canadians coin, Ms. 
Jefkins stated, “It is such 
an honour. I can’t put it 
into words. I’ve had the 
opportunity to work with 
so many great people in 
the military through the 
years.” She concluded 
with, “I couldn’t have done 
any of this for the past 18 
years without the amaz-
ing community support 
from around Manitoulin 
Island. Any time I have 
put up my hand for help 
with the Christmas boxes 
or anything else, everyone 
I’ve ever approached from 
community members to 
parents to businesses, 
no one has ever said no. 
It has always been ‘how 
many (items) do you need, 
Heather,’ or ‘What can we 
do to help?’”

When asked if she in-
tended to continue with 
providing morale mail 

projects after her retire-
ment, she stated that she is 
still working through pos-
sible ideas about how she 
might run the programs in 
the future, and if it would 
be possible outside of the 
classroom setting.

“Receiving this honour 
made me cry my head off, 
because I’ve worked with 

so many great people over 
the years and everyone has 
been so supportive,” con-
cluded Ms. Jefkins. “It still 
seems unreal to me that all 
of this has happened.” 

MMOORRTTGGAAGGEE
Relax and let us get you 

a better

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875    www.mortgagecentre.com

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Joel 
Glaude

Richard Glaude
M08003672

The Mortgage Centre

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years

...Chinook makes surprise landing
...continued from page 20

Charles C. McLean students had the unique opportunity to tour 
a Chinook helicopter that landed in their schoolyard.

photo by Tom Sasvari

Visit the Expositor’s 
TikTok page for great 

footage from the event!
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by Tom Sasvari
AUNDECK OMNI KANING—Denis Au-
dette has won several championships 
in events played at Rainbow Ridge Golf 
Course (RRGC) in Manitowaning in the 
past, but he had never won an off-Is-
land tournament until the Senior Men’s 
Northern Golf Association (NGA) cham-
pionship earlier this month.

The 2024 senior men’s NGA champi-
onship took place at Huron Pines Golf 
Course in Blind River on June 1. The 
tournament was also a qualifier for the 
Ontario Men’s Amateur championship 
tournament.

Mr. Audette posted an 18-hole score of 
par 72 to win the senior men’s champi-
onship by three strokes. “My short game 
and my chipping were really good, and I 
was making some putts.”

Mr. Audette, 61, also has a pretty good 
long game as well, averaging 280 yards 
off the tee and reaching over 300 yards 
at times.

“This championship dates back to 1926 
so it is quite an achievement to win this 
tournament,” continued Mr. Audette. 
There was a total of 15 of the best senior 
players in Northern Ontario competing 
at this championship. 

Huron Pines, “is definitely a challeng-
ing course, but the course is in great 
shape. The greens are immaculate,” said 
Mr. Audette. 

Mr. Audettte also qualified for the 
NGA mid-amateur championship also 
held at Huron Pines on June 2. He didn’t 

do as well as hoped, shooting 85. “I al-
most left after six holes; the mosquitoes 
were so bad. I couldn’t even stand over 
the ball without getting bit. The mosqui-
toes were bad Saturday, but a whole lot 
worse Sunday.”

Mr. Audette is no stranger to winning, 
having won the RRGC mixed division 
championship six or seven times, the 
men’s title four times and the club cham-
pionship about eight times. 

Interestingly, he got a late start in his 
golf career. “No, I never touched a golf 
club until I was 39 years old,” he told The 
Expositor. “I was self-taught but about 
seven years ago I took lessons from Rae 
McNichol of Espanola. His lessons really 
helped me. I tip my hat to him for all his 
help.” 

As if winning a prestigious tourna-
ment is not enough, Mr. Audette also 
notched a hole in one on the 11th hole 
(the third of his lifetime) at RRGC in 
May. He also tied for fifth in the Cham-
pion of Champions event last year at 
a tournament held at Bond Head Golf 
Course.  

With his victory at the NGA senior 
men’s Mr. Audette was one of three play-
ers in the tournament who qualified for 
the All-Ontario Senior Men’s champi-
onship taking place July 21-23 in Brock-
ville. “I’m really looking forward to that 
tournament. If I am fortunate to win 
there it would qualify me for the All-Ca-
nadian championship.” 

Islanders at OFSAA!
Congratulations to all the Manitou-

lin athletes who competed against the 
top qualifiers in Ontario at last week’s 
OFSAA track and field meet in London. 
What a way to end a season to put all that 
preparation to the test against the best. 

Results are spotty here at best, but I 
know Mya Balfe was 8th in discus with 
a 29.27m hurl, although not her PB, 14th 
in long jump with a new PB of 4.66m and 
14th in triple, also a PB of 10.53. Her sis-
ter Annie was an amazing fifth in triple 
jump and just a few centimetres shy of 
3rd with her PB of 11.45 m. Hopefully, 
I will be able to track down more for 
next week. Hats off as well to Brooke 
Gibeault, Brodie Pennie, Jack Bridge-
man, Sadie Bridgeman, Greyson 
Case, Andrew Cooper, Fia Flanagan, 
TJ Green, Maren Kasunich, Colin 
Lindner, Brodie Pennie, Alan Wilkin 
and Wyatt Williamson-Wright. 

MTB team hosts and races!
The Manitoulin Mountain Bike Team 

had two MTB events this week and even 
played host to one of them. The first was 
in Walden on June 3 for the Walden for 
the Bush Pig Open! Congratulations to 
the team! Here are their individual re-
sults: Rachel Quackenbush was 2nd 
in her 5km race for U16 girls. In the 
10km race - U16 boys, brothers Nathan 
Quackenbush was 1st and Isaac Quack-
enbush was 5th. Ripping through the 
16-plus men on his new ride was Dane 
Gibeault, taking first place, teammate 
Xavier Coleman was 6th. In the 10km 
race 16+ women division, Caroline 
Black was 5th. Up in the 20km race 16+ 
men, Alex Anstice was third overall 
while Brad Slaght was 22nd overall and 
3rd of the 16-19 year olds who raced it!

Then the team, along with Breakaway 
Sports, hosted the Manitoulin MTB 
Challenge Sunday, June 9 at the fabu-
lous McLean’s Park mountain bike trail. 
This was their second Manitoulin MTB 
Challenge Event in partnership with 
the Township of Assiginack and offered 
events for the whole family.  There was 
a short 1km kids race and the youth and 
adult events consisted of multiple laps 
of a 4km loop. Younger and recreational 
riders completed two laps and the older 
and more experienced riders completed 
4 laps.  Coach Ben Quackenbush ex-
tends thanks to the Township of Assig-
inack for hosting this event with them.

Congratulations to all the partici-
pants of the four-lapper: Alex Anstice, 
Dane Gibeault, Matt Hansford, Brad-
ley Slaght, Nathan Quackenbush, 
Mitch Trottier, Riley Breton, Nishin 
Meawasige, Bill Slaght, Sebastian 
Mara, Eric Durie, Sarah Quacken-
bush and Hannah Brown.

Taking in the two-lap tour were: Blake 
Trottier, Rachel Quackenbush, Rex 
Meawasige, Grayson Gilchrist, Har-
rison Wright, Olivia Moffatt, Bonnie 
Steele and Rodney Steele.

The kids event featured: Grayson 
Gilchrist, Harrison Wright, Emily 
Anstice and Chloe Anstice!

Next weekend, there is  a race in the 
provincial O-cup series in Sault Ste. 

Marie next weekend that three of the 
MMBT guys will attend and then there’s 
another Bush Pig race at Walden the 
first week of July. Of course, team mem-
bers will likely be poached to anchor the 
bike leg of this year’s Mindemoya Clas-
sic on June 30!

Where are they now?
It is great to hear when active kids be-

come active adults. I was recently able 
to discover that Rachel Hoffman, now 
in her mid 20s, is more than just active 
in her spare time. She is at work as well! 
Rachel is a certified fitness trainer now 
out in Alberta who has started compet-
ing in power lifting competitions. This 
past weekend, she achieved what any-
one would hope for, beating all her PBs! 
A power lifter competes in three disci-
plines: bench press, deadlift and squats 
for an aggregate result. How about these 
for new personal records: squats - 203.5 
lbs, deadlifts - 280.5 lbs and bench press 
she admits is not her strongest lift but 
still beat her PB with a 121 pounder! Her 
goal is to break 300 lbs on her deadlifts 
in the next competition. Best of luck, Ra-
chel!

Mike will be missed
It was with great sadness we learned of 

the passing of Mike Meeker last week. 
Mike was an accomplished hockey play-
er with several teams from the Peterbor-
ough Petes, the University of Wisconsin 
Wolverines and even a few games with 
the NHL’s Pittsburgh Penguins before 
injuries sidelined him.

Hockey never left him after retire-
ment, however, and his positive im-
print on scores of local hockey players 
through his coaching is obvious. Mike 
had an admirable team concept that he 
instilled in his teams. 

I constantly hounded him for players’ 
names from the scoresheets of his Man-
itoulin Mustang teams over the years. 
Although he was very generous with 
thoughts on the team and their pros-
pects, he was reticent to just celebrate 
goal-scorers. He, rightly so, didn’t want 
to damage morale and his vision for the 
team. He understood the vital impor-
tance of every player feeling that they 
had a positive contribution to add even 
if it never showed on the scoresheet.

What a great legacy to give someone 
who is a player and also a person. You 
will be missed, Mike. 

Thank you. 

Island golfer wins Senior Men’s 
Northern Golf Assoc. championship

Golfer Denis Audette of Aundeck Omni Kaning won the Senior Men’s Northern Golf Association 
championship earlier this month at a tournament held in Blind River. 

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com

The Mustangs pose for a photo following their 
winning ways at the Cardinal Carter Classic 
Tournament at York University in 2020 led ably 
by Coach Mike Meeker, left.
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Food & Beverage Servers
Bartenders

Laundry Attendant
Housekeeping
Line Cooks 

Please apply in person at the front desk with a 
resumé and be prepared for an interview.

Wages are negotiable.
Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre

66 Meredith St. E.
Little Current, ON  P0P 1K0

Logo Design: Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
proof v2: May 10, 2013

Description/Rationale: Add logotype to Great Spirit Circle Trail icon to create a logo for the 

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre.

Official logo

Alternate logo - Use only when medium cannot accomodate the dimensions of the Official Logo.

Now Hiring!

            AUNDECK OMNI KANING FIRST NATION
         EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
         BAND MANAGER 
The Band Manager is responsible for the overall efficient and effective administrative and financial 
management of the Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation Band government, its infrastructure, program 
areas and services and for keeping Chief and Council informed on all matters relating to the business of 
the First Nation.

JOB DUTIES:
• Provide leadership, supervision and direction to all Program Coordinators for the effective and efficient  
  administration of the programs and services of the First Nation, ensuring achievement of annual goals  
  and objectives and compliance with program budgets.
• Maintain direct verbal and written contact with Chief and Council. Provide monthly written reports and  
  financial statements to Chief and Council on Band operations, programs and services.
• Communicate effectively with Chief and Council, Program Coordinators, Council Committees and  
  community members to identify, plan and provide for the current and future needs of the Aundeck  
  Omni Kaning First Nation.
• Ensure that adequate financial controls, policies and procedures are in place and followed to enable 
  reliable and accurate financial reporting and effective and secure management of Band funds and  
  resources.
• Oversee and direct the infrastructure resources and systems of the First Nation. Ensure the annual  
  preparation of a five-year capital plan and budget for review and approval by Chief and Council.
• Be informed and able to communicate regarding the First Nation’s programs and services, government  
  policies and regulations.
• Implement Council decisions and policy; ensure Council motions, directions and resolutions are carried  
  out in a timely, efficient and professional manner.  Provide follow-up reports to Council.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• University degree or college diploma in public administration, business administration or a related field.
• Minimum of five (5) years’ work experience in administration at a senior management level with  
  leadership experience.
• Experience working for a First Nation government or organization.

APPLICATION TO INCLUDE:
1. Cover letter with contact information.
2. Resumé listing education and work experience.
3. At least two (2) work-related letters of reference with contact information.

Please forward applications marked CONFIDENTIAL to:

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
c/o Chief Patsy Corbiere

13 Hill Street, Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Complete job description is available at the Band Office reception desk. 
Deadline for applications is Friday, June 14, 2024 at 12:00 NOON.  

The successful candidate must provide an acceptable Police Record Check (C.P.I.C.).

Community Living Manitoulin
Community Living Manitoulin is looking for dedicated staff with a 
passion for working with adult individuals with developmental  
disabilities.

Do you want to play a vital role in inspiring possibilities and creating 
an environment that fosters meaningful living for all supported  
individuals? 

There are part-time and casual employment opportunities available 
within one of our many programs:

One (1) Permanent Part-time position
Three (3) Temporary Part-time positions

Two (2) Casual positions
These unionized part-time positions are guaranteed at a minimum 
of 30 hours bi-weekly and can be scheduled a maximum of 32 hours 
weekly with a starting wage of $27.49.

You are qualified if you have:
- Post-secondary diploma for Developmental Service Worker or  
  equivalent in the Human Services Field (preferred)
- Personal Support Worker certificate or equivalent
- First Year Developmental Service Worker students may also qualify
- A valid Ontario driver’s licence (Class G)
- Vulnerable Sector Criminal Reference Check

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resumé by  
regular mail to the attention of:

Mrs. Megan Wickett, Operations Manager
Community Living Manitoulin

PO Box 152
Mindemoya, Ontario, P0P 1S0

Or by email to: mwickett@clmanitoulin.com
Or by fax to: (705) 377-7175

For more information regarding Community Living Manitoulin, please 
visit our website at: www.clmanitoulin.com.

Manitoulin Health Centre (MHC) Corporation
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Monday, June 17, 2024 at 6:00 pm

Manitoulin Health Centre will be holding their Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) virtually (via Microsoft Teams) on

Monday, June 17th, beginning at 6 pm.

Members of the Corporation and the General Public are invited and 
welcome to attend, but only members will be able to comment or ask 

questions during the meeting.

To receive the Microsoft Teams link, please send an email inquiry to 
Lori Mastelko at lmastelko@mhc.on.ca.

by Michael Erskine
SHEGUIANDAH—It has been a long three-year hiatus 
for the travelling Northern Ontario Art Association 
(NOAA) Juried Exhibition in coming to the Island to 
display the very best of fine art in the North, but this 
past week the 67th edition of the popular art show 
opened at the Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah to 
outstanding praise. Best of all, four Island artists are 
featured in this year’s exhibition.

“I very much appreciate the work of Lisa (Hallaert, 
museum curator and town events coordinator) in mak-
ing this happen so we can have these exhibitions at the 
museum,” said Northeastern Manitoulin and the Is-
lands Mayor Al MacNevin. “It is not often you get to see 
a cross section of Northern Ontario art without having 

to travel to Moonbeam, Kapuskasing or Hearst—hav-
ing them all here in one display is very nice.”

“Isn’t this great?” asked local NOAA board rep Pam 
Jackson. “There are so many talented artists in this 
show.” Ms. Jackson might be forgiven a bit of bias in 
this show as one of the works adorning the gallery is 
hers (a portrait of her late mother). But no less a lumi-
nary than renown Island artist Ivan Wheale heartily 
shared her assessment.

“It’s a good show,” he said. “There is a lot of inter-
esting work, of course there always is, but not to this 
extent. This is one of the best, if not the best, I have ever 
seen.”

Mr. Wheale noted that “there is such a nice variety 
of subjects and medium, acrylics and drawing, mixed 

media, there is something there for every taste.”
Full disclosure, Mr. Wheale might also be forgiven a 

bit of bias in this show, as a number of the artists that 
were chosen by the jury are some of his own students. 
“It’s nice to see the end result (of his mentoring),” he 
said.

The Island works include ‘Joan Jackson was Here’ 
by Pam Jackson, which won the MFAA Agnico Eagle 
Ltd. Award; ‘Stream in Autumn’ by Richard Edwards, 
which garnered an MFAA Honourable Mention; ‘Fro-
zen-Plein Air’ by Sue Lampinen (MFAA); and ‘Pink 
Joy’ by Ellen Lewis (MFAA).

The show will run at the museum until June 28 and is 
free admission. Museum hours are Monday to Sunday 
9 am to 4:30 pm.

67th NOAA Juried Exhibition opens at Centennial Museum to rave reviews
Northern Ontario 
Artist Association 
Island rep Pam 
Jackson with her 
a w a r d - w i n n i n g 
painting ‘Jona 
Jackson was here.’

‘ F r o z e n - P l e i n 
Air’ is an open 
air painting by 
Sue Lampinen 
(Manitoulin Fine 
Arts Association 
member).

‘Pink Joy’ by 
Ellen Lewis 
(Manitoulin Fine 
Arts Association 
member). 

‘Stream in Autumn’ 
by Richard Edwards, 
garnered a 
Manitoulin Fine Arts 
Association member 
Honourable Mention.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Elementary School Teacher

(Maternity Leave - 1 Year Contract)

The thriving Community of Sheshegwaning First Nation is currently accepting applications for an 
Elementary School Teacher at St. Joseph’s Anishnabek School. Come work with some wonderful 
staff, amazing kids and fantastic community members and make a difference in the future 
generation, with the gift of education.

Essential Duties:
• Work under the supervision of the Principal.
• Prepare and deliver lessons to the students according to the approved curriculum.
• Implement and deliver culturally appropriate Anishnaabe teachings within the school and 

community setting. 
• Experience and/or knowledge of land-based learning.
• Teach students using a systematic plan of lessons, discussion, audio-visual presentations, 

field trips, hands-on activities to promote their physical, mental and social development and 
their school readiness.

• Develop and implement long-range plans.
• Prepare and administer assessments.
• Evaluate the progress of students and discuss results with students, parents and school 

officials.
• Identify children’s learning styles and needs.
• Prepare and implement remedial programs for children requiring extra help. Work with 

consultants and principal to provide supports.
• Participate in staff meetings, teacher training workshops, professional development days and 

other school functions.
• May supervise teacher assistants and student teachers.
• Knowledgeable in literacy and numeracy practices.

Qualifications/Requirements:
• Must hold a valid Ontario Teaching Certificate.
• Preferred Bachelor of Education or ATEP.
• Must have knowledge and/or experience of the culture, tradition, history and customs of the 

Anishnaabe. 
• Understanding and fluency of Odawa or Ojibwe language is an asset or must be willing to learn 

the language.
• CRC/CPIC and Vulnerable Sector Screening.

Location: Sheshegwaning First Nation, St. Joseph’s Anishnabek School 
Salary Range: As per placement on the approved Teacher Salary Grid

Deadline to Apply: June 24, 2024  at 4:30 pm.

Interested applicants may forward their cover letter and resumé marked ‘Confidential’ to:  
Jessica Sampson, Human Resources Director

Sheshegwaning First Nation
1079A Sheshegwaning Road

Sheshegwaning First Nation, ON P0P 1X0
Jessica@sheshegwaning.org

Sheshegwaning First Nation 
1079A Sheshegwaning Road, Sheshegwaning, ON P0P 1X0

Phone: (705) 283-3292 Fax: (705) 283-3481

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM

The Waubetek Business Development Corporation is seeking a Business 
Development Officer who will work with individuals applying to our Indigenous 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Program (IWE).

Qualifications:
This important position in the organization requires an individual with  
post-secondary education in business administration and work experience  
in banking and/or assisting small businesses. All applicants require:

a) The ability to prepare business analyses, as well as financial projections/cash-     
     flow statements;
b) Proficiency in the use of various types of business and communications   
     software and databases (word processing, spreadsheets, loan databases, etc.);
c) Excellent written and oral communication skills; and
d) Experience in delivering workshops and public presentations related to   
      business programs, entrepreneurship, marketing, etc.

Duties:
a) Providing business development services to guide applicants through the  
     development process;
b) Preparing business analyses along with financial projections to assess business  
     viability for management/Board approval;
c) Establishing and administering a business mentorship program;
d) Organizing online and in-person business workshops to support new and  
      existing Indigenous women entrepreneurs; and
e) Tracking program deliverables and preparing program reports.

Salary is commensurate with qualifications and experience. The deadline for 
applications is Friday, June 21st, 2024. Please submit a letter of application, your 
resume and two (2) work related letters of reference to Waubetek’s General 
Manager at the following email using the subject reference “IWE Business 
Development Officer Position”:  dmadahbeeleach@waubetek.com 

While all applications for the position are appreciated, only those invited for 
an interview will be contacted.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
OFFICE and LOANS ADMINISTRATOR

This key position in the organization requires an individual who has excellent 
computer and numeracy skills as well as the personal suitability in working 
directly with business clients.  An educational background in Office or Business 
Administration (Accounting) is preferred along with strong organizational and 
self-motivational skills.  Naishnaabemaang shwii go washme ndawendaagod

This individual will perform the following duties;

a) Manage the receipt of all incoming calls as well as incoming/outgoing    
    correspondence;
b) Ensuring orderly functioning of the office, ordering office supplies and        
     overseeing office equipment, etc;
c) Preparing general office correspondence;
d) Managing all organization digital files;
e) Organizing Board meetings and preparing digital meeting kits;
f) Preparing and processing client claims for approved financing;
g) Entering data into the loans/investment database;
h) Registering liens on loan security;
i) Processing creditor’s life loan insurance;
j) Issuing client account statements;
k) Managing the organization’s website and social media;
l) Helping to organize workshops and events; and
m) Being a strong support to the organization in meeting its mandate and   
       service standards.

Salary is commensurate with qualifications and experience. A six (6) month 
probationary review is applicable. Please submit a letter of application and 
resume with three (3) references by noon on Friday, June 14th, 2024 to: 
dmadahbeeleach@waubetek.com. 

While all applications for the position are appreciated, only those invited for 
an interview will be contacted.
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Program Description:
A full-time contract position responsible for the development and implementation of acute withdrawal, 
distribution of harm reduction supplies, safe/flex beds, and opioid agonist tapering services as part of 
the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of services. 

Responsibilities and Duties:
• Reporting to the Withdrawal Management/Harm Reduction Team Leader.
• Program development and implementation.
• Responsible for supporting the intake of program participants.
• Electronic file and paper file management.
• Communicate with participants and their families about the program.
• Supporting referrals to external organizations.
• Responsible for liaising with community organizations.
• Group and one-to-one interactions.
• Assist in implementation of research and outcome measurement projects.
• Various administrative duties as needed.

Qualifications:
• Minimum requirement is a degree in social services, nursing or other related human service diploma,     
      with mental health and addictions training.
• Preference given to an individual of Anishinaabe ancestry with knowledge and understanding of  
     Anishinabek history, clan systems, protocols, etiquette, culture, traditions and ceremonies. 
• Proven experience with data management, office administration and electronic medical records.
• Experience working in mental health and addictions field.
• Experience working in the withdrawal management sector and knowledge of best practices. 
• Demonstrated interpersonal and communication skills (both written and verbal).
• Ability to prioritize multiple responsibilities and projects.
• Mature individual who can work independently with preference given to individuals living a traditional  
      lifestyle and being on a life-long journey in traditional knowledge.

Requirements:
• Possesses a valid Ontario class ‘G’ driver’s licence in good standing with access to a reliable vehicle,  
     able to obtain an ‘F’ class driver’s licence with a preference given to those who already hold a  
     class ‘F’ driver’s licence.
• Ability to work outside normal business hours and weekends and on call as required.
• Must have a relevant diploma and work experience. 
Salary: $ Commensurate with qualifications

Closing Date: June 21, 2024 @ 4:30pm

To Apply: Please complete the application online at: 
gwek.bamboohr.com/careers to apply.

Contact mmaracle@gwek.ca with any questions. 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those applicants under  
consideration will be contacted for an interview.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan 

Withdrawal Management/Harm Reduction Support Worker 
(Multiple positions available)

   Combined Indigenous Courtworker 
   N’Swakamok Native Friendship Centre –
   Espanola and Gore Bay 

Job Purpose:
Provide advocacy to Indigenous people who are involved in the Canadian justice 
system to help them better understand their rights, options and responsibilities 
when appearing before the Ontario Courts of Justice. By ensuring Indigenous people 
have access to legal representation and making referrals and recommendations to the 
individuals whom you work with. Every effort should be made to present these plans 
of action to courts for consideration.

Skills/Qualifications:
• Diploma or degree in the Justice, Social Services or related field of study
• Knowledge of the structure and procedures of the Criminal Justice System
• Knowledge of the Criminal Code and Young Offenders Act and other relevant acts
• Must be able to maintain confidentiality
• Must possess excellent interviewing and counselling skills
• Must possess excellent written and verbal communication skills
• Knowledge of Aboriginal language and culture an asset
• Computer literacy - must have experience with Microsoft Office and Outlook
• Collecting statistical information for reporting purposes
• Must be honest, empathetic and respectful as these attributes are fundamental to  
  being an effective Courtworker
• Knowledge and experience with Aboriginal culture and traditions
• Ability to work within a team-oriented environment
• Work experience in client advocacy and client liaison with various service providers
• Must possess valid Ontario Driver’s Licence, have access to a reliable vehicle and be  
  willing to travel when required
• Superior ability to work within deadlines and under minimal supervision
• Must be able to work with mainstream justice personnel and authority figures in  
  an appropriate manner so as not to cause a detriment to the clientele served, the  
  courtworker program, N’Swakamok or its affiliates
• Must include up to date CPIC which includes Vulnerable Sector

A letter of application, resumé and three work-related reference letters must be 
received no later than June 14, 2024 at 3:00 pm to the attention of:

Ms. Marie Meawasige, Executive Director, 
N’Swakamok Native Friendship Centre

110 Elm Street, Sudbury, Ontario P3C 1 T5 

Applications for this position will be accepted in person, 
by mail or email: apatisiwin@nfcsudbury.org

We would like to thank everyone who applies, however, only those candidates  
selected for an interview will be contacted and preference will be given to  
Indigenous applicants.

 
 

Manitoulin-Sudbury District Services Board (DSB) is looking for a self-
motivated & energetic individual to join our industry-leading organization 
which works towards the delivery of high-quality services and programs to the 
residents of Manitoulin-Sudbury districts. Created by the provincial 
government, the DSB is responsible for overseeing and managing a range of 
services divested to the municipal order of government, including Ontario 
Works, Community Housing, Paramedic Services (Land Ambulance), and 
Early Learning and Child Care Services.  

At Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB, we welcome new and diverse talent!  We are 
currently searching for our next Chief of Paramedic Services. 

The Chief of Paramedic Services will provide leadership in the 
planning, development, and implementation of quality services that 
meet the needs of our communities, and ensure that the programs are 
accessible and responsive to the diverse needs of our residents. The 
Chief will also manage the delivery of municipal and First Nation 
paramedic services, Community Paramedicine programs, and 
Nonurgent Patient Transportation throughout the Manitoulin-Sudbury 
District.  

What We Offer  
 Competitive salary 
 Employer-matched pension plan, group health benefits including 

vision, dental, drug, and extended health benefits, and a wellness 
program available to spouses and children. 

 Career growth 
 Diverse and inclusive work culture 
 Continuing education for staff 

For more information on this position and how to apply, use this QR code 

While all responses are appreciated, only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted. 

Manitoulin-Sudbury District Services Board (DSB) is looking for a self-motivated 
and energetic individual to join our industry-leading organization which works 
towards the delivery of high-quality services and programs to the residents of 
Manitoulin-Sudbury districts. Created by the provincial government, the DSB 
is responsible for overseeing and managing a range of services divested to the 
municipal order of government, including Ontario Works, Community Housing, 
Paramedic Services (Land Ambulance) and Early Learning and Child Care Services.

At Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB, we welcome new and diverse talent! We are 
currently searching for our next Integrated Program Assistant.
What You Offer
- Effective oral and written communication, organization and problem-solving  
  skills
- Exceptional knowledge of Microsoft 365 Applications
- Ability to understand and interpret provincial statutes, regulations and policies
- Ability to work with computer programs relevant to client files, third-party  
  inquiries and data collection
What We Offer
- Competitive salary
- Employer-matched pension plan, group health benefits which includes vision,  
  dental, drug and extended health benefits and a wellness program that is  
  available to spouses and children
- Career growth
- Diverse and inclusive work culture
- Continuing education for staff
For more information on this position and how to apply please use this QR code.

While all responses are appreciated, only applicants selected for an interview will 
be contacted.

Manitoulin-Sudbury District Services Board (DSB) is looking for a self-motivated & 
energetic individual to join our industry-leading organization which works towards the 
delivery of high-quality services and programs to the residents of Manitoulin-Sudbury 
districts. Created by the provincial government, the DSB is responsible for overseeing 
and managing a range of services divested to the municipal order of government, 
including Ontario Works, Community Housing, Paramedic Services (Land Ambulance), 
and Early Learning and Child Care Services.  

At Manitoulin-Sudbury DSB, we welcome new and diverse talent!  We are currently 
searching for our next Integrated Program Assistant. 

What You Offer  
 Effective oral and written communication, organization, and problem-solving 

skills 
 Exceptional knowledge of Microsoft 365 Applications 
 Ability to understand and interpret provincial statutes, regulations, and policies 
 Ability to work with computer programs relevant to client files, third-party 

inquiries, and data collection. 

What We Offer  
 Competitive salary 
 Employer-matched pension plan, group health benefits which includes vision, 

dental, drug, and extended health benefits, and a wellness program that is 
available to spouses and children. 

 Career growth 
 Diverse and inclusive work culture 
 Continuing education for staff 

For more information on this position and how to apply please use this QR code. 

While all responses are appreciated, only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted. 

Mike’s Equipment Mike’s Equipment 
Service & RentalService & Rental

Manitowaning, ON

Employment Opportunity:
Part-Time General Labourer

• Mechanically inclined
• Welding
• Preferably with DZ licence, class G required

Call (705) 869-8419 or email at
mikesequipmentservice@hotmail.com

for further information.

There are just two 
weeks left of school 
before exams! Sum-

mer is in the air as stu-
dents begin to finish up 
culminating projects, 
study for exams and make 
plans with their friends. 
Even with school coming 
to a close, there is still a 
lot to do! This week, MSS 

students were busy with 
environmental initiatives 
and field trips – some stu-
dents even went to Ontar-
io Federation of School 
Athletic Associations 
(OFSAA)! 

Ms. Cheng’s Outdoor 
Education class went on 
a canoeing trip this past 
week. Using the skills 

learned throughout the 
semester, students were 
well prepared to take on 
the wilderness and have a 
lot of fun in the meantime! 

Several students from 
MSS made the tremen-
dous achievement of 
qualifying for the OFSAA 
track and field meet. Stu-
dents Greyson Case, Alan 

Wilkin, Andrew Cooper, 
TJ Green, Wyatt Wil-
liamson-Wright, Maren 
Kasunich, Colin Lindner, 
Annie Balfe, Sadie Bridge-
man, Brodie Pennie, Mya 
Balfe, Fia Flanagan and 
Jack Bridgeman were 
proudly representing MSS 
at the Western University 
campus from Thursday, 

June 6 to Saturday, June 
8. Congratulations to our 
athletes! 

The robotics team has 
been busy with different 
environmental protec-
tion events this week. In 
honour of World Environ-
ment Day, the team par-
ticipated in a community 
clean-up after school. The 

group cleaned up around 
the school grounds, the 
nearby playground and 
the ditches on the road 
leading to the school. 
Armed with garbage bags, 
grabbers and sanitary 
gloves, the team picked 
up four large bags of trash 
and recycling. Manitoulin 
Metal was also host to an 
e-waste drive this week. 
The annual event strives 
to keep electronics out 
of landfills by recycling 
them properly. All week, 
community members 
could drop off old TVs, 
smartphones, appliances 
and more. The robotics 
team saved several large 
crates of electronics from 
going to the landfill. 

Yearbooks for sale! The 
MSS 2023-2024 yearbook 
is officially available for 
order. The yearbook com-
mittee has been working 
tirelessly taking photos, 
hosting grad awards, gath-
ering graduates’ quotes 
and more. For those in-
terested in purchasing a 
yearbook they can go to 
this link: https://online.
edgeimaging.ca/, and 
enter the school code 
“MAN”. 

This Friday, June 7 was 
Anything but a Backpack 
Day. As it says in the 
name, students can bring 
in all their school sup-
plies in something other 
than the typical back-
pack. Students brought 
in waste paper bins and 
cooking pots among other 
things to hold their text-
books. 

That is all for this week! 
Until next time, go, Mus-
tangs, go! 

Alexandra 
Wilson-Zegil

The Manitoulin Secondary School Robotics crew were hard at 
work cleaning up the environment.
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by Ed Prudhomme
MANITOULIN—Follow-
ing an earlier Expositor ar-
ticle on the research being 
conducted on little brown 
bats in the Manitoulin Is-
land area, this newspaper 
is pleased to report that the 
project’s citizen call-out for 
assistance has been met with 
overwhelming support from 
the community. 
The academic trio from 

the University of Guelph, 
consisting of lead researcher 
(MSS alumna) Alexandria 
Cosby (PhD candidate), 
and assisted by Genevieve 
Kleefisch (MSc candidate) 
and Owen Tapia Daly (BSc 
candidate), are incredibly 
thankful for the enthusias-
tic response. They said the 
assistance they have gotten 
has significantly aided the 
project, allowing it to pro-
ceed in a highly productive 
manner. It has also ensured 
that the research has estab-
lished a sound foundation 
with plenty of opportunities 
to access and collect crucial 
data. 
Over 30 residents have vol-

unteered to let the research-
ers access their properties 
for their bat investigation. 
This unique contribution 
from the community has 
been instrumental in the 
research. Ms. Cosby not-
ed that she was “stunned, 
as not everyone would be 
keen about letting strangers 

onto their property to con-
duct research at all hours of 
the day.” Further, the team 
has also expressed that the 
support they have received 
has also gone beyond sim-
ple access to the properties, 
though this was of primary 
importance. Ms. Kleefisch 
told The Expositor, “the 
team has also received var-
ious generous donations in 
the form of unexpected re-
sources, including emergen-
cy provisions such as pens 
and stationery. We’ve even 
gotten rides into town.” 
The Manitoulin commu-

nity has again demonstrat-
ed its commitment to en-
vironmental conservation 
and wildlife protection by 
supporting these dedicated 
researchers. Thus far, the 
research team is investigat-
ing various aspects of brown 
bat life, including their pri-
mary food sources. This re-
search is not just about bats 
but also about the health of 
Manitoulin’s ecosystem. 
“While it was previously 

thought that their diet con-
sisted mainly of mosquitoes 
and certain moths, this is not 
yet definitive,” Ms. Cosby 

said. “It appears as though 
diversified environments 
and access to clean water, 
which is plentiful on Mani-
toulin Island, are beneficial 
for healthy bat populations.” 
Understanding bat diets and 
habitat preferences can help 
better manage the area en-
vironment and protect local 
wildlife. 
When asked what readers 

could look for if they want-
ed to know that they had lit-
tle brown bats on their prop-
erty Mr. Tapia Daly said, 
“that aside from their obvi-
ous visual presence of them 

flying around, people could 
go looking for guano (bat 
droppings). The absence of 
guano often indicates a lack 
of bat presence.” Ms. Cos-
by added, “It’s important 
to note that simply having 
a bat box doesn’t guarantee 
bats, however, appropriate 
bat boxes can help encour-
age bats to settle.” Interest-
ed readers are encouraged 
to check various available 
online resources such as 
www.BatWatch.ca to assist 
in constructing and install-
ing suitable bat boxes. 

Bat house tips
Set up bat boxes at the start  

of April prior to when bats 
start to have their pups, or 
in late August when bats 

are starting to seek winter 
dwellings.
Boxes should be facing 

south or east in direct sun-
light to ensure that they 
receive the most sun and 
should also be painted black 
to maximize internal tem-
perature. The bat homes 
ought to be at least three 
metres off the ground on 
a building or pole to avoid 

predators—trees make the 
box more difficult for the 
bats to find.
Use untreated rough wood, 

or boards with horizontal 
grooves that allow for bats 
to latch onto the boxes' in-
teriors.
Consider placing two box-

es in a similar general area 
as it provides the bats with 
options based on prefer-
ence for location, tempera-
ture and ease of access and 
egress.
Once a house is occupied, 

avoid disrupting your guests
When the bat house is in 

use, avoid disrupting its oc-
cupants.
Ms. Cosby said, “Bat box-

es offer alternative habitats 
for bats, helping to keep 

them out of houses where 
they might be seen as a 
nuisance.” Bat boxes are 
an essential commodity to 
the bat population because 
they may contribute to con-
trolling the spread of white-
nose syndrome (WNS), a 
fungal infection affecting 
bat hibernation. Ms. Cosby 
told the Expositor, “The in-

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8 AM - 7 PM
Grocery, Gas Bar, Coffeeshop, Hardware, Clothing and Gifts

SATURDAY: 8 AM - 6 PM
Grocery, Gas Bar, Coffeeshop, Hardware, Clothing and Gifts

SUNDAY: 12 PM - 6 PM
Grocery, Gas Bar, Coffeeshop, Hardware

RBC AGENCY
Monday - Friday: 10 am - 5 pm

Closed Weekends and holidays

Check us out on Facebook at Andy’s (One stop shopping)

Manitoulin Island’s largest one stop shopping centre!

DOWNTOWN MINDEMOYA
2233 HWY 551 MINDEMOYA

(705) 377-5444
Manitoulin’s Spring Headquarters 

for car care excellence

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL
$149.95

NOW OFFERING SMALL 
ENGINE SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
PROPANE FILL STATION

Community support spurs Progress in Manitoulin bat research

The University of Guelph academic trio consisting of, left, lead researcher Alexandria Cosby (PhD 
candidate), Owen Tapia Daly (BSc candidate  and Genevieve Kleefisch (MSc candidate).

Installing bat boxes on your property can help the bat population.
Shutterstock

...continued on page 4
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OUR SERVICES
Residential electrical installations

Commercial & industrial electrical
services

Service upgrades

Electrical inspections & maintenance

Backup power generators 

Electric vehicle charging systems

Rewiring

Lighting

Electric heating

Heat trace

Saunas, hot tubs and equipment
connections

Solar Installation

Let us help you power up your next
project or electrical emergency!

CONNECT WITH US!

setpowersystems.ca

705-862-4578

samtrimmer@setpowersystems.ca

47 Wellington Street, Manitowaning,
Ontario P0P 1N0, Canada

ABOUT US

Set Power Systems is your local,
reliable electrical contractor
serving Manitoulin Island and the
North Shore. We specialize in
delivering top-quality electrical
installation services for new house
builds, ensuring the utmost safety
and efficiency in your home's
wiring.
Our experienced team is well-
versed in meeting and exceeding all
electrical codes and regulations. 
our mission is to provide
exceptional electrical services for
all homes all over the Island

At Setpower, We always get back to you!

WHY CHOOSE US?
Experience: With over 10 years of
experience in the industry, we have a
proven track record of delivering high-
quality electrical services to satisfied
clients.

1.

Licensed and Insured: Our company is fully
licensed and insured, providing you peace
of mind knowing that your project is in
capable hands.

2.

Professional Team: Our team of skilled
electricians is trained to handle a wide
range of electrical projects. We strive for
excellence in every job we undertake.

3.

Reliable Service: We understand the
importance of timely service. We prioritize
punctuality and work diligently to complete
your project within the agreed-upon
timeframe.

4.

At Set Power, we always get back to you!

www.uptopsports.com
705-377-5748

Hours of Operation:
Mon-Sat - 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Closed Sundays

Your one-stop-shop to get 
FISHING READY this spring!

Spoons from:
• Warrior
• Northern King
• Dreamweaver
• Moonshine
• TNT & more!

• Rod and reel combos
•             downrigger sales
• Parts and accessories
• Nets, coolers and more

D.A Williamson and Sons
‘The Hardware Store’

147 King St., Mindemoya 
Est. 1921

Invasive species watchdogs are warning that it's only a matter of time before the Eurasian ruffe 
could be in our waters.

The invasive Eurasian ruffe 
could soon be in our waters

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—While Manitoulin Is-
land area waters may be fortunate that the 
invasive species fish, Eurasian ruffe, have 
not been reported yet, it appears the chanc-
es are good it will in the future. The spe-
cies could have a very detrimental affect 
on fishing in area waters, similar to round 
gobies. The Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (MNRF) is calling on anglers 
to kill the invasive fish if they are spotted, 
and a specialist with the Ontario Federation 
of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) Invading 
Species Awareness Program is in agreement 
with this.
“I  wouldn’t say that Manitoulin Island 

is under duress because of Eurasian ruffe, 
but if they haven’t yet, over time they could 
show up,” said Mr. Schryer. “There is the 
possibility they are already there (Manitou-
lin). But we count on reports through human 
science and data. A lot of aquatic species fly 
under the radar and before they are really 
noticed, they are already well established in 
a water body. Finding one can be like find-
ing a needle in a haystack. If someone does 
report them on Manitoulin, you can be sure 
they are already well established.”
Mr. Schryer said history-wise, it is suspect-

ed the Eurasian ruffe is nearby. They came 
in through sea-faring vessels from Europe 

...continued on page 4
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and Asia. They probably 
came in through the ocean 
and St. Lawrence Seaway. 
At that time there were not 
many regulations in place 
requiring ships to get rid 
of ballast water before they 

entered the Great Lakes.” 
He noted stricter regulations 
are in place.  Now ships 
must exchange ballast with 
salt water. This kills a large 
amount of organisms.”
Mr. Schryer said Eurasian 

ruffe were introduced in the 

1980s in areas like Thunder 
Bay. “When you see one, 
you may think of yellow 
perch because they look a 
lot similar,” said Mr. Schry-
er. Two of the key differenc-
es is that the ruffe lacks the 
dark vertical stripes found 
on the native yellow perch, 
and their front and back dor-
sal fins are joined.
The Soo Today reported 

that a Sault Ste. Marie an-
gler reported that he was 
surprised by his catch of an 
Eurasian ruffe, just north of 
the Sault.
Dustin Graham thought he 

hooked into a yellow perch 
when he first caught it, but 
once we pulled it up, this 
fish had a huge spike on its 
back, he told Soo Today. He 
showed it to a neighbour 
(who is an angler as well) 

and neither had seen this 
species of fish previously. 
He released the fish back 
into the lake after having 
taken a few pictures of it. An 
experienced angler from the 
area had a look at the photos 
and confirmed that it was 
an Eurasian ruffe, the Soo 
Today reported. “He said 
they’re no good,” Mr. Gra-
ham said. “He didn’t realize 
they were out their either.”
Technically referred to as 

Eurasian ruffe (Gymno-
cephalus cernua) the fish is 
a small-bodied member of 
the perch family, native to 
Europe and Asia.
In searching the Minis-

try of Natural Resources 
(MNRF) website it explains 
that Eurasian ruffe have the 
ability to reproduce relative-
ly rapidly and are tolerant 

of a range of water quality 
parameters.  At high densi-
ties, ruffe may impact native 
fish species, such as yellow 
perch through competition 
for food and habitat. 
A MNRF spokesper-

son told Soo Today, “they 
were suspected to have 
been transported in the mid 
1980s, definitively identi-
fied in the lower St. Louis 
River (tributary to Lake Su-
perior) in the late summer 
1987. 
Ontario’s Invading Spe-

cies Awareness Program 
supports the MNRF points, 
suggesting that ruffe can 
quickly become the most 
dominant fish in local areas, 
ultimately putting pressure 
on native species. 
“They will become preda-

tors of native species of fish 

and commercial fish,” said 
Mr. Schryer. “They reduce 
food availability in all other 
species.”
“Since their introduction, 

this species has spread 
around the Great Lakes, 
possibly being brought in by 
ballast, as the Great Lakes 
are not as heavily regulat-
ed as oceans are now,” said 
Mr. Schryer. “And they 
can spread through humans 
catching them and using 
them for bait. But their 
spread is most likely from 
being naturally spread.” 
Mr. Schryer pointed out, “it 

has been seven years since a 
confirmation of the invasive 
was first reported to us. I’m 
part of the OFAH and Inva-
sive Species Awareness pro-
gram, so we would receive 

5783 BIDWELL ROAD

SLMMANITOULIN.CA
705-368-0200

Scrap Metal • Aluminum  
• Copper • Brass • Tin Vehicles  
• Farm Machines • Mixed Shred

Manitoulin Bag
2.5 lbs Rainbow Trout Fillets

$22.00
Follow The Fish Store on 

Facebook for hours

THE FISH STORETHE FISH STORE
Located behind the Beer Store in Little Current

705-368-3755

...progress in Manitoulin bat research
fection spreads primarily within large colonies, making bat 
boxes a useful tool in providing alternative shelters which 
might help to prevent the spread of the disease. WNS caus-
es the bats to awaken from torpor (the low activity state of 
hibernation) more often than they would otherwise over a 
normal winter hibernation. This excessive waking costs the 
bats much energy, depleting their fat stores as they need to 
expend great energy to return to hibernation. As a result, the 
bats may become emaciated before food becomes available 
in the spring and may die.” 
Regarding the spread of the disease, human activity in 

caves and other bat habitats is primarily believed to con-
tribute to the spread of WNS.  WNS is already spreading 
throughout Ontario. This has caused an increase in death 
tolls for hibernating bats. Further, excessive human activ-
ity in known habitats over winter can significantly disturb 

survivors, increasing the odds that these little creatures 
might not survive until spring. Readers can play a crucial 
role in preventing the spread of WNS. Along with installing 
appropriate bat boxes, following specific simple strategies 
can make a difference. Avoid entering bat habitats, such as 
abandoned mines or caves, unless necessary, even more so 
in winter. Mr. Tapia Daly said, “If you must enter a known 
bat habitat, change or disinfect all clothing and equipment 
before entering another potential habitat. By taking these 
measures, you can help protect not just the bats in that hab-
itat, but also those in the other areas that may be free from 
WNS.” Your actions can make a difference in the conserva-
tion of these fascinating creatures. 
Bat business aside, for both Ms. Kleefisch and Mr. Tapia 

Daly, who hail from the Greater Toronto Area, moving to 
the Island has been a magical experience, given all the nat-
ural beauty they have experienced. The duo said that among 
the most magical was one of their first nights on the Island, 
where they witnessed the splendour of the aurora borealis. 
The kindness and generosity of the Island’s residents has 
made a lasting impression on these two researchers, who 
count themselves very lucky for this opportunity. Mr. Tapia 
Daly said he was surprised that people were both so aware 
and proud to have brown bats in their area. Ms. Kleefisch 
also noted how passionate everyone was about the environ-
ment and nature in this region. Such an experience is not 
lost on Ms. Cosby, who is a born and raised Haweater. 
Looking ahead, the team emphasizes that this is a multi-

year project with ongoing needs. They look forward to 
continued partnerships with the community to study these 
important and fascinating creatures. Anyone who is wishing 
to extend further assistance can contact Ms. Cosby on her 
cellphone 705-282-4176 or email acosby@uoguelph.ca

The research trio led by Alexandria Cosby, left, monitoring the 
results of their Island research project.

...continued from page 2

The invasive Eurasian ruffe could soon be in our waters
...continued from page 2

...continued on page 6
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MOORE’S
24 HR TOWING 
& RECOVERY

705-282-4701
In service since 1979! 

We’re still locally owned and operated. And we 
still have the best rates on the Island!

PDG

Certified

Still the same great service! 
Ron and Russ will take care 

of all your towing needs.
‘We move tractors, farm machinery and classic 

cars too’
Winch & flatbed trucks for whatever 

the occasion calls for.

Automatic Delivery    Seniors’ Discounts

A Local Team Helping You Keep Comfortable
Let Shane Laidley, Darren Fogal and Stan Esquimaux 

look after all your fuel needs. 

PLEASE CALL 705-368-2640 or 1-800-361-0015
OUR SERVICE IS SECOND TO NONE

Best of all, they’re your neighbours, 
so they don’t need directions!
Don’t be left out in the cold!

We’re here to help.
If you have any questions, or would like to arrange delivery, 

Shane Laidley Stan Esquimaux

Always there 
when you need us 

- that’s our promise!

• Home Heating/Furnace Oil • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline • Auto/Industrial Lubricants

Darren Fogal 

How to keep an air conditioner unit running strong this summer
MANITOULIN—Air con-
ditioners are a lifeline come 
the dog days of summer, 
when soaring temperatures 
make a well-cooled home 
a welcome respite from 
the outdoors. Maintaining 
an AC unit ensures it will 
be there to keep everyone 
cool when the mercury ris-
es. The following are some 
steps homeowners can take 
to keep their AC units in 
tip-top shape this summer.

• Replace the air filter on 
the unit. Dirt, dust, debris, 
and pollen can quickly fill 
the filter on an AC unit. Re-
placing these filters prior to 
summer can make the unit 
operate more efficiently 
and keep cool air circulat-
ing throughout the house 
all summer. Homeowners 
can first identify which 
type of unit they have and 
then find an online tutorial 
to see how to replace the 
filter. Some filters are more 
expensive than others, but 
the cost is still low and the 
energy savings can be sub-
stantial.

• Schedule annual mainte-
nance on the unit. Routine 
maintenance performed by 
a local HVAC technician is 
another way to ensure an 
AC unit is running at peak 
capacity when it’s most 
needed. Such maintenance 

is perhaps most effective in 
spring, as that ensures the 
unit is running strong from 
the first heat wave of the 
summer all the way through 
Labor Day. HVAC techni-
cians can identify problems 
and recommend services 
that homeowners may not 
recognize they need un-
til it’s already hot. Annual 
maintenance appointments 
also give HVAC profes-
sionals a chance to assess 
a system compared to the 
previous year, which can 
help them identify if a unit 
is nearing its end. That can 
ensure homeowners are not 
caught off guard when the 
unit needs to replaced.

• Help the unit make 
it through the summer. 
Whether it’s a typical sum-
mer or one marked by a 
handful of heat waves, AC 

units can use a little help 
to get through the season. 
Closing curtains through-
out the house on hot after-
noons is a natural way to 
keep a home cool during a 
heat wave, and that can cut 
back on home cooling costs 
and protect a unit from be-
ing overworked. Ceiling 
fans also can be installed to 
keep rooms cool and circu-
late air, which also makes a 
hot summer a little less tax-
ing on an AC unit.

• Use a programmable 
thermostat. Programmable 
thermostats allow home-
owners to set the tempera-
tures inside their homes 
throughout the day. If no 
one is home during the af-
ternoon, there’s no reason 
to have the AC cranking. 
Program the thermostat so 
the house is comfortable 
when people are home, but 
raise the desired tempera-
ture when no one is around. 
That gives the AC unit a 
break during the day and 
can help to dramatically re-
duce the cost of cooling the 
home.
AC units will not last 

forever, but some simple 
maintenance can improve 
their life expectancy and 
keep homes comfortable 
throughout the summer.  Keep your AC in tip top shape this summer.

RIGHT: Using a programmable thermostat is paramount to 
good Ac health.                                                    Shutterstock
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by Jacqueline M. St.Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative reporter 

MANITOULIN—As Ontario and the rest of Canada prepare 
for the 2024 wildfire season, the echoes of 2023’s unprece-
dented fires still linger. Last year, over 6,600 fires scorched 
more than 18 million hectares of boreal forest, setting a 
daunting precedent. Experts are sounding alarms about the 
potential for another severe season, emphasizing the unpre-
dictable nature of wildfire trends, influenced by factors such 
as precipitation, wind, and temperature. While long-term 
predictions remain complex, seasonal weather forecasts pro-
vide crucial insights, highlighting high-risk areas and helping 
communities brace for what lies ahead.
The Expositor spoke with Central Manitoulin’s fire chief, 

Phil Gosse who had this to say: “We can be scared but in the 
end, day by day, be aware of the rain. I use a scientific data 
collecting system, its basically a rain gauge, to monitor how 
much precipitation we have gotten.  Sometimes it feels like a 
lot of rain, but its just been a half inch or less.  We also have to 
be aware that just because our lawns look good doesn’t mean 
that enough water has been absorbed to affect the ground wa-
ter.  And when its very dry, as soon as it rains the trees and 

foliage are opening up their root systems and drinking it right 
away.  To measure how dry an area is, check the brush in the 
forest floor.”

The Climate Connection
Canada’s winter of 2023-2024 saw above-normal tempera-

tures and low precipitation, exacerbating drought conditions 
and elevating wildfire risks. Natural Resources Canada’s lat-
est forecasts predict a continuation of these trends into spring 
and summer 2024, with temperatures expected to soar well 
above average. These conditions, intensified by the El Niño 
phenomenon, suggest a particularly active and intense forest 
fire season. Regions such as western Canada, eastern Ontario, 
and southern Quebec are poised for early snowmelt, further 
heightening the risk.
El Niño and its counterpart, La Niña, are natural climate 

patterns driven by temperature shifts in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, profoundly impacting global weather. While La Niña 
typically brings cooler temperatures, the U.S. National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) predicts a 
60% chance of La Niña developing over the summer. This 
could result in an active Atlantic hurricane season, further in-
fluencing Canada’s weather patterns.

The Human Factor
Human-driven climate change is steadily increasing global 

temperatures, exacerbating natural climate phenomena. Ac-
cording to the Met Office, global temperatures in 2024 are 
projected to be between 1.34°C and 1.58°C above pre-indus-
trial levels, marking the 11th consecutive year of such increas-
es. This aligns with findings from the International Journal of 
Disaster Risk Reduction, which highlight the significant im-
pacts of global warming on fire regimes in Canada. Longer, 
more severe fire seasons are becoming the norm, with human 
activities and warmer temperatures altering fire patterns and 
diminishing forests’ natural regeneration capacity.

Proactive Measures and Community Preparedness
In light of these predictions, experts are calling for enhanced 

wildfire prevention efforts. The combination of low snow 
levels and forecasts for a hot, dry summer suggests elevat-
ed risks in northwestern Quebec, the Prairie provinces, and 
western and northern Canada. Traditional fire suppression 
methods are proving unsustainable, necessitating a shift to-
wards risk-based management approaches that balance fire 
mitigation with the preservation of natural ecosystems.
Central Manitoulin Fire Chief Gosse underscores the im-

portance of public education in fire prevention. “The best 

Indoor & Patio Dining
28 Vankoughnet Street East, Little Current

Open Mondays to Sundays 8 am to 9 pm
(705) 368-3370

elliottsmanitoulin.com

...Eurasian ruffe could soon be in our waters
reports of it. Over the years eight have been reported in the 
Sault Ste. Marie region. They have been confirmed there 
and almost certainly can travel quickly by people moving 
them, by boat, or spreading naturally.”
“A lot of invasive species have made their way from the 

south to Northern Ontario and vice versa,”  said Mr. Schry-
er. “For example,  Round Gobies, which are around Manito-
ulin Island waters, are very damaging. If they are captured 
(the province) asks they be reported to Invasive Species and 
to make sure they are euthanized. They are not to be re-
turned to the water.”
“Yes, it would be the same for Eurasian ruffe, as long as 

the person (angler) is confident they are Eurasian ruffe and 
not yellow perch, for instance,” continued Mr. Schryer. “I 
would encourage anyone who thinks they have a ruffe to 
report it first. I’ve been doing this nine years, and unfortu-
nately there are many species of fish that look alike.”
“If someone is not confident what they have found is a 

Eurasian ruffe, we ask that they take photos of it and report 
it to the Invading Species hotline, including where it was 
found,” said Mr. Schryer. 
To identify Eurasian ruffe, Ontario’s Invasion Species 

Awareness program explains they resemble juvenile wall-
eye, yellow perch and trout perch, but they differ from these 
species in the following ways: their perch-like body is less 
than 20 centimetres (eight inches) long with glassy eyes and 
a down-turned mouth, their colouring is olive-brown on 
their back, with pale sides, they lack the dark vertical stripes 
found on the native yellow perch; their front and back dorsal 
fins are joined; the first fin has 11-16 stiff, sharp spines with 
rows of dark spots between them and the second dorsal fin 
has soft, flexible rays. Yellow perch and walleye, by con-
trast, have separated dorsal fins. There are also sharp spined 
on their anal fins and gill covers, and they have no scales on 
their head.
Anglers are asked to kill the fish if caught, and reports can 

be made to the Invading Species hotline  1-800-563-7711. 

...continued from page 3

Ontario braces for potentially severe forest fire season in 2024

Shutterstock

...continued on page 10
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A NEW CONCEPT IN AFFORDABLE SIDING PANELS! 
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• Insulated
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• Simple to install
• Variety of colours
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   provided locally

View the many design options on the newly resided  
Hawberry Motel building!  

(beside the Valu-Mart parking lot in Little Current)
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An easy-care inside accent wall The limestone look
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36 Meredith St E, Little Current, ON
 (705) 968-0556| northernrenosupply@gmail.com | northernrenosupply.com

A stylish retrofit

Smoking food: A guide for beginners
MANITOULIN—There’s 
no shortage of ways to im-
part flavor to foods when 
cooking at home. Smoking 
food is one method that has 
grown increasingly popular 
in recent years. 
Smoking imparts unique 

flavor to a wide variety of 
foods. Like other approach-
es to cooking, smoking in-
volves a learning curve that 
may include some trial and 
error. Grilling enthusiasts 
who want to try their hand 
at smoking food can keep 
these tips in mind.
• Remember the mantra 

“low and slow.” Low and 
slow is the preferred method 
among cooks experienced 
in smoking. The method in-
volves cooking foods at low 
temperatures for long pe-
riods of time. When smok-
ing, unlike with traditional 
grilling, cooks want to en-
sure the food is not direct-
ly over a flame. Smoking 
stones can be used to absorb 
and deflect heat, and similar 
products can accomplish the 
same. That absorption and 
deflection allows foods to 
cook slowly, which in turns 
helps impart the smoky fla-
vor people love.
• Consider adding water 

to create moisture. A water 
pan inside the smoker can 
ensure foods remain moist 
while smoking. Long cook-

ing times can dry foods out, 
but the water in a water pan 
can make the environment 
inside the grill more humid.

• Add flavour with wood. 
Seasoned wood chunks and 
wood chips can add flavor to 
foods, and such products are 

readily available at many 
grocery stores and home im-
provement retailers. Choice 
of chunk or chips depends 

on which type of smoker 
individuals have. Grilling 
experts advise using chips 
when light smoking for less 

than an hour. If smoking for 
an hour or more, it's sug-
gested that chunks are used. 
• Consider accessorizing 

Smoked short ribs
Smoked foods are wildly popular. The unique 

flavor that smoking imparts to anything from beef 
to poultry to seafood to vegetables is impossible 
to replicate with other cooking methods, which 
perhaps contributes to its popularity.
As hosts prepare to welcome friends and fami-

ly for a Canada Day barbecue, they can cook to 
impress with this recipe for “Smoked Beef Short 
Ribs” courtesy of Allen Kiezel of Fatty Butts 
BBQ and KamadoJoe.com.

Smoked Beef Short Ribs

Spritz
1⁄4 cup beef broth
1⁄4 cup soy sauce
1 spray bottle
1⁄2 cup water

Main
5 pounds beef short ribs
2 sheets butcher paper
1 1⁄2 tablespoons mayo

Dry Rub
3 tablespoons black pepper
1 1⁄2 tablespoons garlic powder
3 tablespoons seasoned salt

1. Remove the beef ribs 1 hour prior to smok-
ing. This will give the meat time to reach room 
temperature for more even cooking and allow 
the rub to adhere better. Trim off any extra thick 
fat and silver skin from the top of the short ribs. 
You can remove all of the fat, but I keep a thin 

layer for protection and added flavor. Slather the 
mayonnaise evenly over the entire surface of the 
beef ribs. Mix dry rub ingredients in a bowl and 
sprinkle evenly over the ribs. You’ll want a heavy 
coating of the rub to help build a nice bark on the 
outside of the beef short ribs. The ribs are thick, 
so even a lot of rub won’t overpower them.
2. Preheat the grill to 250 F.
3. Place short ribs on the grill and smoke at 250 

F until it hits an internal temperature of around 
175 F in the thickest part of the meat, approxi-
mately 5 to 6 hours depending on the size. I rec-
ommend using a good leave-in meat thermometer 
so you don’t have to constantly check the short 
ribs. We’re looking for a nice bark to have formed 
before we wrap the short ribs. If your bark isn’t 
where you’d like it to be yet, keep smoking for an 
additional hour or so to help the bark form.
4. Combine the spritz ingredients and place in 

spray bottle. Each hour after the first 3 hours 
or once the bark starts looking dry, open up the 
smoker and spritz the beef short ribs. Make sure 
your spray bottle is set to spray in a light, even 

mist and not a direct blast of the liquid. You just 
want to moisten the short ribs, not soak them.
5. When the bark has formed and the smoked 

short ribs hit our target temperature of at least 175 
F, remove them from the smoker, lay them in the 
center of 2 pieces of partially overlapped butcher 
paper (lengthwise), and then wrap tightly around 
the ribs. You can spritz the butcher paper a few 
times to help it form a tighter wrap around the 
beef short ribs. If you don’t have butcher paper, 
you can use heavy duty aluminum foil instead. 
Just note, the bark will be a little mushy when it’s 
done, as it’s not permeable like butcher paper and 
will partially steam it.
6. Return to the grill, insert the meat probe 

again, and smoke at 250 F for approximately 4 
more hours. The smoked beef short ribs are done 
when the internal temperature is around 205 F to 
208 F and the meat thermometer slides in and out 
like a knife slicing through room temperature but-
ter —barely any resistance. I find that this usually 
occurs around 205 F, but all meat is different. Re-
member to take the temperature in a few places as 
the short ribs tend to cook slower in larger areas.
7. Remove the smoked beef short ribs from grill 

and keep wrapped while it rests for a minimum of 
1 hour. If you need to keep the meat warmer even 
longer, place them inside of a good cooler for up 
to 4 hours.
8. Slice the short ribs between each bone and 

serve with the bone or slice into smaller portions 
and share. Enjoy! 
Serves 3

...continued on page 9
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...Smoking food: 
A guide for beginners

an existing grill. Smokers or grills that can 
accommodate smoking can be expensive, 
and cooks who already have reliable char-
coal or gas grills may not be able to justi-
fy such an investment. In such instances, 
smoker boxes, which sit right on an exist-
ing grill grate and make it easy to transform 
grills into makeshift smokers, can do the 
trick. In addition, smoker attachments that 
can be attached to gas and charcoal grills 
can enable a less expensive introduction to 
smoking foods.
• Monitor temperatures. Temperature is 

important when smoking foods. If tempera-
tures rise too quickly, foods can quickly 

become dry and overcooked. If tempera-
tures do not rise, foods can sit on the grill 
for hours on end. Each recipe is unique and 
will suggest an ideal temperature range 
when cooking foods slowly. That may re-
quire staying home and monitoring the grill 
temperature, periodically adjusting vents to 
maintain a steady temperature. Many smok-
ers now enable users to monitor tempera-
tures via a smartphone app, and those can 
be useful for cooks who cannot stick around 
the house for the duration of the smoking.
Smoking is a popular way to cook foods 

over an open flame. Smoking may involve 
some initial trial and error, but the results 
are well worth navigating one’s way through 
the learning curve. 

...continued from page 7

Smoked ribs are a smokehouse favourite. 
Photo from Shutterstock.
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fire prevention is education and teaching people how to plan 
for emergencies,” he emphasizes. Community awareness is 
critical in mitigating wildfire risks, and organizations like 
Firewise Training and Consulting are stepping up to offer 
specialized training for fire departments and emergency re-
sponse teams.

Practical steps for homeowners
As wildfires loom, homeowners can take practical steps to 

protect their properties. FireSmart Canada provides a com-
prehensive guide, emphasizing the importance of creating 
defensible spaces and using fire-resistant materials. 

Key recommendations include:
Installing a Class A fire-rated roof: Metal, asphalt, clay, or 

composite rubber tiles offer the best protection.

Regular roof maintenance
Clean roofs of combustible materials and screen gutters with 

metal mesh to reduce debris.
Fire-resistant vents and siding: Use 3-millimetre screening 

or ASTM fire-rated vents, and opt for stucco, metal, brick/
concrete, or fibre cement siding over untreated wood or vinyl.
Double-paned windows rather than fire-rated doors: En-

hance your home’s defenses against extreme heat and flames.

Proper yard maintenance
Maintain a 1.5-metre non-combustible zone around your 

home, plant fire-resistant vegetation, and use gravel or deco-
rative rock mulch instead of bark or pine needles.

Insurance and recovery
In the unfortunate event of a wildfire, insurance plays a vital 

role in recovery. Standard homeowner, condo, or tenant pol-
icies typically cover damage and destruction caused by fire, 
including additional living expenses due to mass evacuation. 
For those insured, it’s important to check policy limits and 

keep all receipts for expenses incurred during evacuation.
Once the immediate threat has passed, prompt reporting 

of claims and detailed documentation of lost or damaged 
belongings can expedite the recovery process. Utilizing re-
sources like the Government of Canada’s Canadian Wildland 
Fire Information System (CWFIS) can help individuals stay 
informed about fire danger conditions in their area.

Community resilience and the future
As more people purchase recreational properties or move 

into forested residential developments, the potential exposure 
to wildland fires increases. Firefighting activities are crucial 
in protecting communities, but understanding and mitigating 
the risks is equally important. Public awareness programs, 
like FireSmart, offer valuable resources for homeowners and 
communities to manage and reduce fire risk, emphasizing the 
need for vegetation management and fire-resistant construc-
tion.

Research collaborations between the Canadian Forest Ser-
vice and various partners aim to better understand public per-
ceptions of fire risk and the factors influencing community 
and household mitigation efforts. These insights will guide 
the development of policies and programs to enhance com-
munity resilience against wildfires.
As Ontario braces for the 2024 wildfire season, the focus on 

proactive measures, community preparedness, and adaptive 
management strategies will be crucial in navigating the chal-
lenges posed by climate change and natural climate patterns. 
Through vigilance and collaboration, communities can better 
protect themselves and their homes from the devastating im-
pacts of wildfires.

HEAR NOW.HEAR NOW.
HEAR BETTER.HEAR BETTER.

WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK!WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK!

Sam Bruser, Audiologist

28 Water St. Little Current, ON

Call for an appointment toll-free at:
1 (844) 935-1480

Home visits, nursing home visits 
available by request.

Three Forks 
Farm Store

Experience the freshest of the season

9 Douglas Rd. Gore Bay
Fridays 10-4   Saturday 10 -2

Farm fresh organic produce available all season

Pasture raised eggs & chicken

Vegetable and flower seeds for your garden

Local Food
Grocery

Fresh Bread
Bake Goods
Cheese
Baking Goods
Hot Sauces
Maple Syrup

Featuring amazing  local food
from Manitoulin & across
Northern Ontario 

threeforksfarms.com

KAT’S PET SUPPLIES

We carry: Life jackets, waterproof collars,  
sweaters for those cooler evenings,  

bug repellent and Manitoulin bandanas.
Our brands of food include: 

Big Country Raw, Royal Canin, Acana, 
Fromm, ProPlan, Horizon and many more!

Dogs, Cats, Small Animals & Aquatic
2222 HWY 551, Mindemoya

OPEN Monday - Saturday 
9 am to 5 pm

705-377-4744
Visit Kat’s Pet Supplies on Facebook

Your one stop shopping 
for all the pets in your family.

Welcome Seasonal Residents and 
Visitors to the Island

...Ontario braces for potentially severe forest fire season in 2024

...continued from page 6

A West End barn was set alight in April, the cause an out-of-
control grass fire.

Expositor file photo
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Now that you have your DREAM PROPERTY
on this beautiful Island...

NEW ENTRANCE GATES AND FENCING

NEED A LANE CONSTRUCTED? THE RIGHT-SIZED EQUIPMENT 
FOR EVERY JOB

NO TREE IS TOO BIG FOR US TO 
DEAL WITH

ANOTHER NEW LANE  
THROUGH THE BUSH

LOT CLEARING AND EXCAVATION

J. Millette Forestry
(705) 869-8132

j.milletteforestry@outlook.com

• Technical tree removal • Brush chipping • Tree trimming
• Custom saw milling and rough lumber

FREE QUOTES • PROMPT SERVICE 
CALL TODAY!

J. Millette Forestry
can take care of the rest:

BEFORE...BEFORE... ...AND AFTER WE WORK  ...AND AFTER WE WORK  
OUR MAGICOUR MAGIC

WE HAVE OUR OWN TREE WE HAVE OUR OWN TREE 
NURSERY FOR HARDY STOCKNURSERY FOR HARDY STOCK
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MANITOULIN’S COMPLETE INDOOR COMFORT CENTRE SINCE 2001

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Propane & Natural Gas   Sales-Service-Installation

 Furnaces • Central and Ductless Air Conditioning & Heat Pumps 
Air Exchangers • Stoves & Fireplaces • Cottage Service 

Boiler Systems & Radiant Floor Heating • Propane Fridges

CALL 705-377-6380
progas@amtelecom.net 

Visit our showroom:
6084 King St., Unit 1, Mindemoya

www.progasenergy.com

Never Run Out Of 
 Hot Water Again

Experience a limitless supply  
of uninterrupted hot water.

TRANE AIR CONDITIONERS  
AND HEAT PUMPS

Unstoppable comfort!
Enjoy unprecedented comfort  

in your home today!

Summer’s coming 
and it’s going to be

Call us today for your 
Air Conditioning/Heat Pump options.  
We are Manitoulin’s Complete  

Indoor Comfort Centre

705-377-6380 • www.progasenergy.com

A Perfect Source of Heat 
During a Power Outage!
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