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Fire destroys historic Sheguiandah Anglican church

by Michael Erskine
SHEGUIANDAH FN—A Fri-
day afternoon fire consumed 
an historic decommissioned 
Anglican church, St. An-
drew’s, located on Sheguian-
dah First Nation.

According to locals, the 
building, largely construct-
ed of cedar shingles was built 
sometime in the 1880s but be-
came run down since being 
decommissioned. It was lov-
ingly restored thanks to the 
efforts of Sheguiandah Elder 
Clara Waindubence baa and 
Lucie Robitaille, an Espanola 
woman who helped Ms. Wain-
dubence realize her dream of 
restoring the building to its 
earlier glory. Both women 
were acknowledged with cer-
tificates from the Ontario Her-
itage Foundation and a feast 
held in their honour following 
the restoration work—it was 
hoped at the time the church 
would become a community 
museum. 

Then Sheguiandah Chief 
Georgina Thompson noted that 
the restoration process took a 
lot of time and effort, with fi-
nal touches such as cleaning 

Arson suspected 
by authorities

HISTORY AFLAME—The former St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in Sheguiandah First Nation was destroyed in a conflagration that threatened to spread to the 
nearby bush during the afternoon of Friday, April 19. The building had lain derelict for a number of years and was uninsured. UCCM Police are investigating 
the incident.
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Dream of the late Clara Waindubence goes up in smoke
by Shelley Pearen

Fire destroyed an historic building in 
Sheguiandah First Nation on April 19, 
2024. An online video of the smoke and 

flames on Manitoulin caught my attention. 
I recognized the building immediately as 
the former St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 
in Sheguiandah. I watched as the flames 
destroyed the eastern gable end and then 
devoured the belfry. The spectacle of the vi-
brant flames and billowing smoke was for 
me as heartbreaking as I assume it was for 
Parisians watching Notre Dame burning. 
Though unlike Notre Dame, which has in-
spired an entire country to rebuild it, St. 
Andrew’s will vanish. 

Its disappearance does not simply mean 

the loss of another old building to fire or 
“progress.” It is the loss of a concrete sym-
bol of the community’s history and of its 
Anishinaabe builders.

St. Andrew’s Church was entirely built 
by Anishinaabe hands 138 years ago. The 
builders’ descendants still live in Sheguian-
dah or Manitoulin. 

As Expositor readers know, Manitoulin 
Island (Mnidoo Mnising or Odawa Mnis-
ing) has been the home of Anishinaabeg 
for thousands of years. At Sheguiandah 
this long residency is well documented. 
The Sheguiandah Archaeological Site illus-
trates the area’s ancient history. 

Robinson-Huron 
chiefs, trustees 
hear language 
trust proposal

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church as depicted in 1890.

by Tom Sasvari
SERPENT RIVER FN—A 
grassroots effort being coordi-
nated by Serpent River First 
Nation band member Quinn 
Meawasige, along with a group 
of Robinson Huron Territory 
First Nations members, is pro-
posing allocating a portion of 
the $10 billion Robinson-Hu-
ron Treaty Litigation Fund 
(RHLTF) settlement be put into 
an Anishinaabemowin Lan-
guage Trust.

“We are lobbying some of 
the chiefs and trustees of the 
21 First Nations (including all 
those on Manitoulin Island) to 
put funds into an Anishinaabe-
mowin Language Trust,” Mr. 
Meawasige told The Expositor. 
“They will be meeting on April 
22, chiefs and trustees for all 
the Robinson-Huron Treaty 
(RHT) First Nations (including 
all First Nations on Manitou-
lin Island) and we have put this 
proposal forward for their con-
sideration. They have all seen 
and know about the proposal 
because community members 
have indicated their support to 
them in voting in favour of the 
proposal.”

“Yes, there have been commu-
nity leaders, language advocates 
and teachers, a wide range of 

Help sought for Manitoulin Island ‘little brown bat’ study
by Tom Sasvari
GUELPH—Alexandria Cosby 
is currently in her first year 
of studies at the University of 
Guelph and will be conducting 
research on Manitoulin Island 
this summer toward her PhD, 
studying little brown bats and 

the types of habitat they need 
to forage. She is hopeful that Is-
landers will be able to help her 
in this work.

“I study little brown bats and 
will be carrying out research 
on the type of habitats they 
need to forage,” Ms. Cosby told 

The Expositor. “There is very 
little information available 
about bats on Manitoulin, and 
bat research heavily relies on 
having relationships with com-
munities and I am hoping to 
get access to private property 
for monitoring. I felt the Island 
would be the perfect place for 
my study given my roots.”

“My PhD is in ecology,” Ms. 
Cosby shared. “I’m studying 
animals in the community and 
how they interact with each 
other. My PhD will take about 
four years to complete and I am 
in my first year at university.”

Ms. Cosby is a Haweater, born 
and raised on Manitoulin Island 
and lives in Little Current. “I 
graduated from Manitoulin Sec-
ondary School in 2016.”

“I study little brown bats, 
which have seen significant 
population declines and are 
now endangered in Ontario due 

to white-nose syndrome,” said 
Ms. Cosby. “I’m looking into the 
reproduction influences have 
on their foraging.”

Her proposal, “The Geograph-
ic and Temporal Variation in 
Myotis Lucifugus (Little Brown 
Bat) Foraging,” explains “the 
distribution of species is influ-
enced by factors affecting hab-
itat suitability. Optimal forag-
ing theory (OFT) explores the 
balance between food gathering 
and energy expenditure, pro-
viding insights into dietary and 
habitat choices. However, gaps 
exist in our understanding of 
foraging behaviour and habitat 
use, especially for cryptic and 
endangered species like the lit-
tle brown bat.” 

Given their alarming pop-
ulation declines, “a detailed 
examination of bat foraging 

Nature Conservancy secures 
more of Cockburn Island
WIARTON—Midwestern Ontar-
io is home to some of the Great 
Lakes region’s most important 
biodiversity hot spots, support-
ing an exceptional abundance 
of species and habitats and on 
Earth Day, April 22, additional 
hectares of thriving forest and 
alvars have been protected for-
ever. The Nature Conservancy 
of Canada (NCC) announced the 

protection of two new nature 
preserves to mark Earth Day: 
Sturgeon Bay Forest, located on 
the Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula 
near Wiarton, and an addition-
al 40-hectare property added to 
existing conservation lands on 
Cockburn Island.

The additional 40 hectares 
protected on Cockburn Island 
contain alvars, an unusual 
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Edna Manitowabi, second from left, of Wikwemkoong Unceded Territory was presented with a 2024 Indspire Culture, 
Heritage and Spirituality Award by Mary Simon the Governor General of Canada in a ceremony held April 18 in Ottawa.

Stem cell donors sought 
for AOK dad of two

by Ed Prudhomme
AUNDECK OMNI KANING—
The Peltier family is seeking as-
sistance from community mem-
bers to roll up their sleeves to 
help one of their own. 

Lyndon (Lynnie) Peltier is 
presently battling acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML), a cancer of the 
blood and bone marrow. AML 
affects a group of white blood 
cells called the myeloid cells that 
typically develop into the vari-
ous mature blood cells, such as 
red blood cells, white blood cells 
and platelets. With AML, the 
bone marrow produces imma-
ture cells that become leukemic 
white blood cells called myelo-
blasts. These leukemic cells are 
then unable to function properly 
and build up, crowding out oth-
er healthy cells. The treatments 
vary, but typically chemother-
apy is employed kill these can-
cerous cells. Unfortunately, 
healthy cells, including healthy 
blood-forming cells, are also de-
stroyed by the treatment. Stem 
cell (immature blood cells) trans-

plant is then utilized to replenish 
these depleted cells in the host. 
These new cells are often collect-
ed from a compatible donor and 
are then frozen and stored. Once 
the patient completes their 
rounds of chemotherapy the 
stored stem cells are then given 
to the patient through an infu-
sion allowing these new cells 
grow into and restore the body’s 
depleted supply. Mr. Peltier is in 

Wiikwemkoong’s Edna Manitowabi 2024 
Indspire Culture, Heritage Award winner
by Tom Sasvari
WIIKWEMKOONG—Edna Manitowabi has been 
changing lives across Turtle Island for decades, 
and her work is far from finished. Ms. Manitow-
abi, of Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory, re-
ceived the Indspire Culture, Heritage and Spiri-
tuality Award in a ceremony held in Ottawa on 
April 18.

The 2024 Indspire Award for Culture, Heritage 
and Spirituality goes to a person who has not only 
recovered valuable past teachings, but who has 
also brought them to life and revitalized them, 
ensuring that generations to come will be able to 
walk a powerful path.

“I was so overwhelmed at being presented with 
this award, to be honoured by your own people, 
peers and family,” Ms. Manitowabi told The Ex-
positor. “It was a huge event. There were (12 in 
total) recipients from across Canada. It was pret-
ty incredible.”

“I experienced being a student in a residential 
school at a very, very young age. Coming from 

this background I sought out Elders and knowl-
edgekeepers for knowledge and I used many of 
our own Anishinabek ways for healing and help-
ing our people. It has been my life vision, some-
thing I had to do, and gave me a sense of purpose 
and filled my life,” continued Ms. Manitowabi. “It 
has been a lifelong journey. I sought out teachers 
and knowledgekeepers and the vision and an-
cestral knowledge that they provided I began to 
weave into my life. I remember every single one 
of them who affirmed, confirmed and encouraged 
me.”

“In those days it was taboo to provide all this 
knowledge, spirituality and culture, so for all 
those who shared these teachings it was awe-
some,” said Ms. Manitowabi. “And since then, 
I have passed on all this knowledge and culture 
to others. I wanted my children to hear about 
this—it’s their truth, their history. Being ac-
knowledged is a great blessing. It was the Elders 

Carol Gilmore to be inducted 
into The Great Northern Opry
by Michael Erskine
MINDEMOYA—Carol Gilmore 
and her bandmates are famil-
iar sights entertaining at lo-
cal nursing homes. In fact, the 
popular Island entertainer has 
been singing since she was five. 
This year, Ms. Gilmore will be 
inducted into the ranks of The 
Great Northern Opry by the 
Northern Ontario Country Mu-
sic Association.

“I never expected anything 
like this,” said Ms. Gilmore 
when approached about the 
honour by The Expositor. “I 
thought it was just for people 
who made their living from 
playing music.”

Ms. Gilmore and her current 
bandmates are not in it for the 
money, or the fame for that mat-
ter.

“I was in the church choir 
when I was about five, then 
school plays and I was in just 
about every musical in high 
school,” she laughed. “About 
nine years ago I got this little 
band together and we play at 
nursing homes in Little Cur-
rent, Gore Bay and Espanola, 
usually one day a month. Late-
ly, we have also been playing at 
Milltown Homes in Espanola.”

Ms. Gilmore said that she has 
always enjoyed singing and en-
tertaining folks. “Why do we do 
it? Just because we enjoy doing 
it,” she said. “We don’t do it ex-
pecting any kind of payment or 
reward. I like to help people.”

But there are plenty of re-
wards, nonetheless. “When you 
see some of these folks’ faces 
as you start to sing an old Gos-
pel tune or golden oldie, they 
just brighten right up,” she 
said. “Music is a universal lan-
guage.” 

Sorry Taylor Swift, this is 
country music country. 

“We do all country and Gos-
pel,” said Ms. Gilmore.

The singer is also a seam-
stress of some note, creating 
many of the costumes worn 

during Manitoulin Secondary 
School musicals.

“It isn’t all just music and 
entertaining,” noted Northern 
Ontario Country Music Associ-
ation rep Ben Lentir (who also 
organizes the upcoming Blue-
grass in the Country Festival). 
“Carol has been organizing en-
tertainment at the Providence 
Bay Fair for years and is a big 
part of country music here on 
the Island. She has always been 

Expositor alum’s history series picked up by TVO
by Michael Erskine
ONTARIO—All good things 
must someday come to an end, 
but with that ending sometimes 
something new and exciting 
comes to pass. The Expositor was 
pleased to welcome novice jour-
nalist Warren Scholte into our 
ranks a number of years ago and 
we were sorry to see him leave to 
take up a new post with the CBC 
in Sudbury.

Mr. Schlote’s first love in jour-
nalism has always been rooted in 
the documentary genre and the 
new position, being part time, of-
fered him the opportunity to pur-
sue a number of projects in film. 

Unsurprisingly, one of the first of 
those projects has just achieved 
a significant milestone—Ontar-
io’s public broadcaster, TVO, has 
just picked up eight segments of 
Mr. Schlote’s Living History se-
ries and will be broadcasting the 
segments as part of a new focus 
on small town Ontario.

A number of segments feature 
Manitoulin Island subjects, in-
cluding the swing bridge and 
part of a segment on octagonal 
buildings.

Mr. Schlote attended Guelph 
University/Humber College 
where he attained his degree in 
Media Studies. “It was a four-year 

program partnership between 
the university and the college,” 
explained Mr. Schlote. “They 
were among the first schools to 
offer such a partnership.” 

A couple of weeks following 
graduation in 2021, Mr. Schlote 
arrived on Manitoulin’s shore to 
take up his post at The Expositor. 
He would go on to win numerous 
accolades and awards, including 
a number for his seminal work 
on ‘Out of the Shadows,’ The Ex-
positor’s in-depth investigation 
of the opioid crisis. His penchant 
for puns provided ongoing enter-
tainment in the office. Our loss 
was most certainly CBC’s gain.

“I took the casual position at 
CBC because it was part-time and 
allowed me to work on a number 
of my passion projects,” said Mr. 
Schlote. “I thought I would not 
be working all the time; I was 
wrong,” he laughed. It turned 
out that he was rarely out of the 
newsroom in some capacity. He 
is currently being trained as a ra-
dio show host.

As for his ‘Living History’ se-
ries, Mr. Schlote explains that 
“it was an idea I had starting in 
university. I was never really 
engaged in history classes in 
school; the subject matter never 
really grabbed me. I found it hard 
to relate, there just didn’t seem 
to be a connection with my own 
life.” That struck him as unfortu-
nate on reflection.

He decided to see if he could 

C.C. McLean student advances to 
provincial public speaking competition
by Tom Sasvari
GORE BAY—The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 514 in Gore Bay 
is supporting a Grade 6 student at Charles C. McLean Public School 
in Gore Bay with the costs of mileage as he has qualified for the 
provincial Legion public speaking competition.

At a Legion branch meeting two weeks ago President Marilyn 
Clarke presented a cheque in the amount of $345 to Riley Hubbard 
and his family for the costs of mileage for his trip to the provincials. 

Mr. Hubbard has qualified for the provincials, having gone 
through the Branch, Zone, District and Area championships in the 
Junior Grade 4-6 division. 

Mr. Hubbard made a presentation to the Legion branch execu-
tive of the speech he will be making at the provincials at a recent 
meeting. 

“Honourable judges, ladies and gentlemen. Hi, my name is Riley, 
and today I’m going to talk about how technology affects our soci-
ety in these ever-changing winds of time. To start, let’s talk about 
the benefits of technology like communication with today’s society. 

Phragmites Project 
seeking to add paid 
staff to their team
 by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
MANITOULIN—Manitoulin 
Phragmites Project is gearing 
up for the summer season and 
are seeking to hire two full time 
summer employees. The grass-
roots community organization 
has been operational since 2015 
and is tasked with the removal 
of invasive phragmites reeds  
and teaching citizens how to 
control the population of the 
plant to stop the spread. 

Phragmites are a common 
reed originating in Eurasia, 
and can grow up to five metres 
tall. The invasive plant thrives 
in damp areas, making Manito-
ulin Island a prime host. Inva-
sive phragmites swiftly spreads, 
outmatching native species in 
the struggle for water and nutri-
ents. It releases toxins from its 
roots, sabotaging the growth of 
surrounding plants and leading 
to their demise.

Judith Jones, the coordina-
tor for the organization, spoke 
with The Expositor about the 
upcoming 2024 summer season. 
“This will be our 9th summer, 
and so far we have gotten the 
entire south shore under con-
trol, and many more of our sites 

Charity hockey game this Saturday
for Lyndon Peltier
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Lyndon Peltier is currently battling 
AML and is in need of a stem cell 
donor.
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“who dares not offend cannot be honest”

One Manitowaning Road
opinion

editorial
A curious case of the budget that didn’t spend enough—or too much
The latest Liberal budget is out, and there are plenty of howls of 

outrage and damnation to be heard across the land. In the largest 
budget (in dollars, if not in percentage of GDP) in history, the gov-
erning Liberals have managed to outrage both sides of the political 
spectrum.

The Conservatives are railing about the size of the budget, claim-
ing the Liberal largesse will stoke inflation into the stratosphere, 
but not doing enough on defence in these troubled times. True 
enough on the face of it, although the military did get a substantial 
boost, we still are not meeting the aspirational, albeit arbitrary two 
percent mark suggested by our NATO compatriots. It’s a case of 
priorities and the Tories have never been much on the butter end 
of things, convinced that will be handled by the invisible hand of 
the market.

The NDP, who hold many of the cards when it comes to keeping 
the minority Liberal government afloat, are also castigating the 
budget as not doing enough for the people.

Sounds like the traditional Liberal sweet spot has been nailed at 
first glance. Tories to the right of them, socialists to the left, into 
the valley of budget ride the 155. The Bloc Quebecoise and Greens 
were also unhappy with the budget, for varying reasons including 
overreach and not doing enough.

The backlash in online media has also been intense, mostly 
focussed on the dastardly increase in taxes on the .013 percent—
through an increase on capital gains tax. Most Canadians will only 

see a hit once their capital gains pass the exemption mark—that’s 
(effective June 25, 2024) $1.25 million, up from the current amount 
of $1,016,836 in capital gains tax-free on the sale of small business 
shares and farming and fishing property. Residential property 
sales are also exempt.

A recent series of polls have shown that the Liberals are falling 
out of favour with youth, largely due to the housing crisis appar-
ently (weirdly a provincial responsibility—so much for civics class 
efficacy). This despite Conservative premiers like Alberta’s Dan-
ielle Smith chastizing the Liberals for daring to offer assistance to 
Alberta cities if the province won’t play ball because, you guessed 
it, housing is a provincial responsibility—and frankly the current 
crisis is a pox on all their houses, whatever partisan stripe (al-
though the NDP do get a bit of a bye on this one as they have at least 
attempted to make a difference when they had a chance).

Although the Liberals have tossed a whopping $8.5 billion over 
five years to tackle housing issues, it is in the capital gains area 
this budget may well help with the insane rise in housing costs 
going forward. One of the most popular trends in investment has 
been in property speculation—buying and selling property in a 
constantly rising market is a great way to invest, and a surefire 
way to hoist prices in an endlessly upward spiral. The capital gains 
move will put a little bit of a pause on that, or at least ensure that 
some of the profits go toward helping solve the problem. We can 
only dream of silver linings..

by Michael Erskine
M’CHIGEENG—The Manitou-
lin Secondary School (MSS) caf-
eteria/concert hall was filled to 
overflowing on Saturday, April 
20 as Islanders flocked to hear 
a special celebration of 60 years 
of performance by the Island 
Singers choral group. The after-
noon proved to be an outstand-
ing experience as the Island 
Singers’ current members were 
joined by numerous alumni and 
friends.

“We hoped to bring the com-
munity together, the alumni 
singers especially, but the com-
munity in general, who have 
enjoyed  concerts over the past 
60 years,” said conductor Chris 
Theijsmeijer. “We also hoped to 
find ways to recognize the histo-
ry of the choir overall, with the 
selection of music and other ad-
ditions to our regular concert. 
It was wonderful to see so many 
people come to the concert and 

hear their enjoyment of the 
whole afternoon. I was really 
happy to watch people  engage 
with various aspects pieces, and 
I feel lucky to have been a part 
of the choir and its tradition of 
the arts in our community.”

Mr. Theijsmeijer was quick 
to deflect to fellow organizer 
Holly Scott, whose tireless ef-
forts helped to make the show a 
success.

Ms. Scott was sceptical of the 
“tireless” denominator, but pro-
nounced herself pleased with 
the outcome. “I think this con-
cert is more about the people of 
the Island Singers than a write 

up about the songs,” she admon-
ished. But we will write a bit 
about that as well.

The performance owed a great 
debt to accompanist Michael 
McCormick, whose stint at the 
ivories presented just the right 
balance to augment the choral 
effect, melding flawlessly with 
the voices. Jane Best provided 
a wonderful harp accompani-
ment to W. Ross’ ‘The Skye Boat 
Song’ ably soloed by Peter Gor-
don. Sonya Mulder provided an 
aerial accompaniment on violin 
for ‘Ava Maria’ and Ms. Scott 
took a turn at the keyboard to 
accompany long-time conduc-
tor Dorothy Anstice—causing 

the audience to leap to its feet in 
spontaneous ovation.

The next standing ovation 
went to the most remarkable 
Mason Animikwan, who per-
formed his own classical music 
piece ‘Nocturne in F# Major.’ 
Mr. Theijsmeijer noted that 

Mason, who is graduating from 
MSS this year, is currently 
fundraising to purchase a pro-
fessional keyboard. Keep your 
eye out for an opportunity to see 
Mason perform this summer—
and bring your wallet to be part 

Island Singers celebrate 60th in front of sellout crowd

Island Singers and alumni gather to sing together one more time.
photos by Michael Erskine

Accompaniest Holly Scott and former conductor Dorothy Anstice received a 
standing ovation from the audience.

Island Singer Alumni Jim Smith reprises his role as Tevia from Fiddler on the 
Roof to the surprise and delight of all present.

...continued on page 20
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Dave and 
Barb McCauley

The McCauleys live in a beau-
tiful stone home that this writer 
has admired since it was built.

“We moved in about three 
years ago when we sold our 
farm and the home on it, just 
east of us. For this house, con-
tractors were organized in ad-
vance and each did an outstand-
ing job with both the exterior 
and interior.” The McCauleys 
are ‘almost retired’ now. They 
still have about 30 cattle that 
will be sold this fall. Dave has 
had several jobs over the years, 
including splicing wires for Bell 
and working for Manitoulin 
Tel. Nevertheless, farming has 
always been his favourite occu-
pation. 

Barb was a medical assis-
tant, organizing and doing the 
paperwork for a physician spe-
cialist in the south and a chiro-
practor on Manitoulin. Their 
two offspring frequently visit, 
bringing their four grandchil-
dren who have come to love 
the Island also. “All our grand-
children spent quite a bit of 
time with us when they were 
younger. We would visit favou-
rite haunts, like the Providence 
Bay Beach and the Bridal Veil 
Falls.”

Barb shares her early years. 
“I was born on March 24, 1947, 
and grew up on the outskirts of 
Buffalo, New York. My pater-
nal great-grandparents lived in 

Northeastern Germany. Their 
son Ernst Lubstorf was born 
in 1886 and immigrated at age 
23, landing alone at Ellis Island 
in the shadow of the Statue of 
Liberty. That statue must have 
been an impressive sight for 
the new arrival. He moved to 
Buffalo, worked for the railroad 
and married Christine Hansen 
whose parents had also immi-
grated from Germany. They 
had three offspring, Evelyn, 
Elmer and Raymond. Grand-
mother Christine died in 1959 
and Grandfather Ernst died in 
1966.” 

“My maternal grandmother’s 
parents were also German im-
migrants, but grampa was of 
mixed German and Welsh her-
itage. My mother, Elvira, nee 
Oakes, married my dad, Ray-
mond, who had become a print-
er by trade, in Buffalo. Mom was 
a good disciplinarian who could 
control each situation with just 
a look. My brother Gary is a re-
tired computer programmer for 
the Department of Education in 
the state of New York.”

“As a toddler, I remember 
our dog Rocky who used to nip 

at our feet. I would run across 
the kitchen floor as quickly as 
I could, to avoid his certain but 
playful attack. Sadly, he died 
with distemper. Many of our 
holidays were spent on Mani-
toulin Island where dad’s first 
cousin, Mabel Ritchie, and her 
husband owned Ritchie’s Re-
sort in South Baymouth. It was 
renamed several times with 
subsequent owners but is no 
longer there now.”

“Uncle Bill Ritchie also 
bought the Morrison proper-
ty on Second Street in South 
Baymouth. It extended from 
the highway to the waterfront. 
Later he severed off the section 
next to the highway. My parents 
bought it and built a one-room 
cottage in 1950. We added on 
to it over the years and spent 
many good holidays there, fish-
ing and sightseeing. My older 
brother Gary and I would each 
get a dime to go to the Ferry 
Lunch Restaurant to buy an ice 
cream cone.”

“Starting at 14 I would spend 
my summers working at the 
Ferry Lunch Restaurant. Ap-
parently, there were many 
young ladies, possibly as many 

as 30, working in South Bay-
mouth at the time, so it was a 
popular place for young men to 
visit.” This is where Barb first 
met Dave. “I think I may have 
taken his order while he was sit-
ting at a booth. After we met, we 
felt an immediate attraction and 
spent many Saturday nights at 
Tehkummah Hall dances.” 

Dave shares his background. 
“My great-grandfather James 
‘Cochrane’ McCauley and his 
wife Jane (McCurdy), from 
Northern Ireland, moved to 
Owen Sound. “My grandfa-
ther, Mathew McCauley, lived 
in Walter’s Falls, near Owen 
Sound, and he worked for the 
police in Owen Sound. He mar-
ried Jane Hilson of Georgetown 
in 1864. She had moved to Mi-
chael’s Bay at age five with her 
parents. Mathew moved to Man-
itoulin in 1875 and settled on the 
land that is still in the McCauley 
family today. My grandmother, 
Jame Hilson, born in George-
town in 1867, moved with her 
family to Michael’s Bay when 
she was five years old. It was 
once the largest settlement on 
the Island. My grandparents, 
Mathew and Jane, married in 
1883. Mathew bought two 100-
acre parcels with a $150 mort-
gage that was good for 10 years. 
Beef cattle, chickens, roosters 
and pigs were raised. Each year 
they would produce 100 roosters 
for meat. They also sold eggs 
and cream and cared for a large 
garden. Grandfather died in 
1928 at 74.” Dave and Barb still 
live on this ancestral McCauley 
land.

“I was born on February 

16, 1947 to Vilda (Perrins) and 
James ‘Dodds’ McCauley,” Dave 
continues. “Vilda, my mother, 
had been born in Wales and 
came to British Columbia with 
her parents as a young girl. 
Dodds met Vilda when he trav-
elled to that province to work 
in the lumber industry.” Early 
memories include the advent of 
hydro lines on Manitoulin. Our 
neighbour, Jerry Bowerman, 
wired the house, inside and out, 
and the barn. I remember an 
early Christmas, in about 1953. 
Lots of family members visit-
ed that year. We had chosen a 
tree in the woods and brought it 
home by horse and sleigh. I got 
lots of toys and a cap gun with 
plenty of caps.” Dave’s siblings 
are Patsy, Shirley, Joan, Blaine, 
Dodds and younger brother 
Brock. Dave also had a twin 
who sadly died at three months. 
“I was told we were born six 
weeks early and could fit inside 
a shoe box.”  

Dave recalls cutting grain 
with his brother Dodds, who 
was 13, and driving the trac-
tor in the hayfield. “I was 11 
and riding on the binder in the 
back. We were driving along the 
fence line where the apple trees, 
planted by fence-sitting birds, 
sat. Dave picked a few apples 
and put them in a toolbox next 
to him, awaiting the perfect 
time to play a trick on Dodds. “I 
picked up one of the hard apples 
and threw it against the back 
of Dodds’ head. Dodds clearly 
thought it was a mistake be-
cause he didn’t get angry with 
me.” The second time a similar 

missile hit the back of Dodds’ 
head he quickly turned around 
and voiced his complaint to his 
mischievous younger brother. 

Another story from Dave’s 
youth concerned his sister Joan. 
She was doing the family laun-
dry with the wringer washer. 
Joan was standing by the wash 
tubs and Dave was standing on 
the other side of the machine. 
Dave decided to loosen the plug 
on the wringer washer’s main 
tub. The pressure of the water 
soon blew the plug out and wa-
ter cascaded everywhere. Dave 
started to laugh, caught the gaze 
of his sister and quickly made 
his exit by running out the door 
and into the orchard. Joan was 
in hot pursuit. She was not 
able to catch up to him and he 
hid for a while. By the time he 
had returned to the house, Joan 
had calmed down and Dave was 
only mildly chastised.

One spring break, Dave and 
the children, Brett and Jenni-
fer, were dehorning some of 
the calves. Jennifer was hold-
ing each calf’s head while Brett 
held the back-ends steady in the 
chute so Dave could remove the 
horns with a wire saw. It was a 
bright sunny day and all three 
got nicely tanned. A side-effect 
of removing the horns, and 
part of farm life, can be a small 
splattering of blood from the 
cut and Jennifer did get some 
blood on her during the process. 
The children were working in 
bright sunshine. Friends of the 
McCauley children had gone to 
Florida, but they had encoun-
tered clouds and rain and did 
not get their anticipated tans, 
while the McCauley children 
had wonderful tans, just from 
working on the farm.

“I walked two miles to the 
school in the Slash. It was usu-
ally cold, so I kept my coat on 
in the winter,” Dave continues. 
“We would get the teacher for a 
half day then a Grade 8 student 
would take over at the back 
of the building, so the teacher 
could instruct the other classes. 
In the Mindemoya High School 
I enjoyed math and track and 
field. I also played defense for 
the Tehkummah hockey team. 
We won a couple of tournaments 
playing against teams from 
Mindemoya, Wikwemikong, 
Gore Bay, Little Current and 
Manitowaning. I played ‘hooky’ 
once when four of us ignored 
the school bell and drove away 
with the principal watching. He 
was quite strict and gave all of 
us detentions for a week.”

“After Grade 12, at 18, I left 
the Island in an old Volkswagen 
and $20. The VW broke down 
in Britt. I called my brother 
Blaine in Aurora and he drove 
up to get me. We left the broken 
car at a garage and returned 
to get it, a month later, after it 
was repaired. I drove it back to 
Blaine’s place and worked for 
him for the next year, drilling 
water wells. In 1969 I moved to 
Toronto to work for Bell Cana-
da, splicing cables. You work 
under the city, in bunkers, and 
splice cables that will branch 
out to various locations above 
ground.” Dave would spend 15 
years at this class one job in To-
ronto.

“I liked growing up in Ken-
more, just north of Buffalo,” 
Barb adds, “History and En-
glish were favourites. In high 
school, I took German, worked 
hard and got good marks in all 
my subjects.” History was stud-
ied at the University of Buffalo 
and yielded an associate degree 
after two years. Barb and a 
friend, Lenore, played badmin-
ton as part of a phys ed course. 
“We became university champi-
ons and we even beat the teach-
ers.” Later, Barb got work in the 
medical field doing secretarial 
work for a gastroenterologist 
in Kenmore. “I also helped with 

Now and Then
A Celebration of Life on Manitoulin
Mnaachtoong Maadsewin
 By Petra Wall

Dave and Barb McCauley at home in February, 2024.

The beautiful couple are now married.

Barb as a girl scout in 1958. A young Dave with his brother Brock 
in 1952.

...continued on page 16
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Alexia here with your Friendly Fly! 
Providence Bay is blooming and come May 

will be booming! As we begrudgingly continue 
yard cleanup, home and business repairs, maintenance 
and refurbishing and store away our ski-masks, snow-
shoes and hockey bags in exchange for soccer cleats, 
baseball bats and bike helmets, we must take a minute 
to experience and revel at the wonder of the natural 
world coming back to life! And the remote possibility 
and pipedream that some or one of our favourite NHL 
teams doing the same (not naming any names) as we 
puck-drop into Stanley Cup playoff season. And call 
to order spring meetings, management, Mother’s Day 
gifts, the May 24 miscellaneous of grill-friendly fare, 
marshmallows, Muskoka chairs and splash around in 
muddy puddles with muddy boots wondering if our 
neighbours have ordered their gravel, mulch and peat 
moss yet as we grumble at the cost of groceries, goods 
and services that are sure to spike in tandem with the 
tourists arriving. The good and happy news is all of our 
favourite outdoor events are happening again! Here’s 
the lineup:

Providence Bay Arena: Soccer is back beginning Sat-
urday, April 27 at the Providence Bay arena grounds, 
recurring Saturdays, 10 to 11 am for Ages 6 to 13. 
Pre-registration required, visit Providence Bay Spring 
Bay Recreation Committee https://www.facebook.
com/provbayspringbayrec.

Providence Bay Hall: Coming Soon, a lot of prebooked 
private events including some seasonal Lions Club 
breakfast events. I will keep you all in the know as I am 
as of last week’s Lions Club meeting, a newly appointed 
and proud member of the Providence Bay Spring Bay 
Lions Club. My sponsor was Annette Murphy. Thank 
you, Annette and Lions, what an honour. 

Coffee Club is done now for the season and will re-
sume in the fall, thanks to everyone who participated 
in support of the Lions Club.

Mindy meetings and drop-ins:
https://www.centralmanitoulin.ca/recreation-cul-

ture/events/; 
Cancer support group April 24 (today) 2 to 4 pm at the 

Mindemoya Council Chambers; Seniors’ drop-in, April 
25 at the Mindemoya library 2 to 4pm, macrame work-
shop. 

Manitoulin Nature Club meeting, April 25 at the 
Trinity United Church 7 to 9 pm.

Community of Christ Church regular Sunday service 
at 10:30 am with community chat at 11 am service. 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12 this year. 
Notable Events: Central Manitoulin Council meeting 

has been rescheduled to April 30 at 7 pm.
Central Manitoulin Mother’s Day Market Saturday, 

May 4 at the Mindemoya Community Hall and Memo-
rial Park.

Art Stash event Saturday, May 4 at the Mindemoya 
Curling Club. Buy, sell and trade gently used and new 
art supplies, paint, canvas, frames, paper, stencils etc. 

Spring cleaning notes: If disposing of bedding, pil-
lows, towels, handbags or clothing, Sic Sox Circular 
Clothing and Textile bins are located at 39 Henry Drive 
at Kagawong Park Centre. Or you can donate your 
items to Manitoulin Family Resources or salvage for 
your next yard sale!

Yard Clean-Up: 6 am today garbage and recycling 
plastic and metal /first week of May cardboard and pa-
per (or repurpose your cardboard in your garden beds). 
The Providence Bay transfer station accepts light bulbs, 
paint cans and small batteries in a designated sea-can. 
If you have any questions, contact Mark 705 377 5276

Batter, batter, batter! Central Manitoulin softball 
club is in search of volunteer coaches, on field helpers, 
score keepers and umpires, contact Central Manitoulin 
Softball Club for details. 

Docks and boat launches: Docks and bumpers are in-
stalled May long weekend.

Providence Bay beach change rooms and washrooms 
are open in May - Hooray!

Happy Volunteers Week, National Student Leader-
ship Week, National Playground Safety Week, National 
Organ/Tissue Donor Awareness Week and National 
Administrative Professionals Week. 

“A Tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A 
good deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps 
friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love.”

Saint Basil

There’s been a lot going on in the township re-
cently. But not only that, there are some days 
being celebrated on a national scale that we 

wanted to recognize here in our community column! 
First up, April 18 was National Exercise Day. It was 
also National Velociraptor Awareness Day. Which 
makes sense to us since once you become aware of a 
velociraptor, you better start running!

Got bedding, curtains, clothes, or other fabrics that 
you don’t want any more? Drop them into the lavender 
deposit boxes near the Kagawong Park Centre. Items 
in good shape will be re-sold at the Sic Sox retail store. 
Other textiles that would otherwise be garbage are re-
cycled into insulation. Either way, it’s a win-win situa-
tion for the environment! 

Happiest of happy 29th birthday wishes go out to 
Kagawongians Jean W and Kristy C, as well as season-
al Kagawongian Marilyn P. We find birthdays are an 
excellent time to look back over our lives and reflect on 
the really big questions. Like, can you believe we used 
to think people our age were adults and had their life 
in order?!

Sunday (April 21) was Big Word Day. Not to be too 
sesquipedalian, but Team Fergmeijer finds that abso-
lutely supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!

Come out to the Rotary Club of Gore Bay fundraiser 
“Life on a Farm” this Saturday, April 26th being held at 
the Gore Bay community hall. Enjoy an evening of song 
and poetry with Vernon Bailey and John McCleneghan, 
featuring the poetry of Charlie Smith of Massey. Tick-
ets are $25 and are available at Central Pharmacy and 
at the door.

Billings council has established an Ad-Hoc Commit-
tee to create a Municipal Owned Water System Policy. 
The committee will be responsible for developing clear 
procedures on capital projects and major upgrades to 
the water lines, as well as reviewing options for im-
plementing a capital levy that can be used to create a 
water capital reserve, among other important tasks. 
The Township is looking for 4 members of the commu-
nity to serve on the committee. Application details are 
available on the Township website.

Today (April 24) is National Pig in a Blanket Day. It is 
also Stop Food Waste Day, so in honour of the day, pass 
over the rest of those pigs in blankets!

In other township news, Todd Gordon has been ap-
pointed to the position of Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer/ Municipal Project Manager, effective immedi-
ately. The Deputy CAO role is an integral part of the 
Senior Management Team and acts as the CAO in the 
CAO’s absence. Todd is a dynamic and experienced 
municipal leader with a demonstrated history of man-
aging projects and strategic initiatives in the private, 
public and not-for-profit sectors. Congratulations!

Old Mill Rd. Bridge replacement will begin on May 
1st! There will be several weeks when the bridge is out-
of-service and the only access to properties on Old Mill 
Rd. will be via Newburn Rd/Graham Hill. Full closure 
of the bridge is expected to be no later than May 15th. 
Please note that construction will also affect those us-
ing the river trail. Anyone walking on the east side 
trails (along the bluff) will not be able to cross the river 
at the river mouth and will have to retrace their steps 
to the pedestrian bridge.

The worst part of April is when the meteorologist 
keeps predicting sprinkles and you just get regular 
droplets of water like always. Have a great week!

The bay is open, the grass is green, spring bulbs 
are blooming and pussy willows are out. We 
saw our first bumblebee yesterday and it was 

huge.
Congratulations to Jamie Nelder who has been hired 

as the new manager for the Meldrum Bay Marina for 
2024. There will be two cleanup days coming up, April 
27 and May 4. Be at the marina building at 9 am or 
whenever you can make it to help out.

On May long weekend there will once again be the 
ATV Ride, followed by a dinner at the hall here in 
Meldrum Bay. A lot of work goes into planning this and 
it should be a great day for everyone.

Friday night, April 12, there were three full tables 
and one sit-out at Euchre. High lady was Gladys Dun-
canson with 73 points. High man was Karen Noble with 
68 points. Ladies’ lone hands went to Rose VanEvery 
with four. Men’s lone hands went to Murray Duncan-
son with four. Most euchres went to Donna K McDon-
ald with nine. Bob Benedict brought home the juice. 
The 50/50 draw was won by Diane Jones. The money 
jar is still safe. Come out and join us on Friday night.

The funeral for Arthur Addison was held on 
Thursday, March 28. Condolences to his family. 
Erwin Thompson announced that he has done 

his very last funeral. Thank you to Erwin for all his ser-
vice over the last many years.

Friday, April 5 we went to Meldrum Bay to play eu-
chre.

Saturday, April 6 Albert Meijer and I went for a long 
walk in Evansville picking up cans and bottles.

Sunday, April 7 we went to Tehkummah for their 
euchre tournament in the afternoon. They had twelve 
tables of players. The ladies announced that the tour-
naments will continue all summer on the first Sunday 
of each month.

Monday, April 8 the recycle bins were open. After we 
finished with them, we went to the house to prepare for 
the eclipse. The television provided excellent coverage.

Tuesday, April 9 there was exercise class at the Silver 
Water Community Hall.

Wednesday, April 10, there was an online meeting 
with two members of the NFPP about the future of the 
Robinson Township fire department.

Thursday, April 11 there was euchre at the Silver Wa-
ter hall.

Friday, April 12 there were three tables of euchre 
players in Meldrum Bay.

Sunday, April 14 there was a soup and sandwich 
lunch at the Silver Water Hall to raise funds for the hall 
board. At 1:30 pm, there was a euchre tournament in 
the hall. Thank you to the nine tables of players who 
came out and had a fun afternoon. First place with a 
perfect score of 90 were Myra Duncanson and Karen 
Noble. Second place with 80 points were Lisa Townsend 
and Darlene Munro. Third place with 79 points was 
Allison Idle and Annie Porter. $170 was raised at the 
tournament for the hall board. Thanks to everyone who 
helped with the events and we look forward to the next 
one on June 9.

Monday, April 15 I went to Mindemoya to work.  Af-
terwards I did the shopping for the funeral. After sup-
per, I took Murray, Ken and Myra Duncanson with me 
to the Burpee Mills Complex to play euchre.

Tuesday, April 16 Albert Meijer and I went to the 
Meldrum Bay hall to help with packing the hygiene kits. 
There were 14 people and the record for one session was 
broken when over 600 kits were packed. Thanks to ev-
eryone for coming out to help.

Tuesday night, there was fire practice. The team 
members got homework of a course on fighting grass 
fires.

Wednesday, April 17, there were eight ladies at the 
hall for 8:00 am. It took us just over an hour to prepare 
all the trays of food for the funeral luncheon in Gore 
Bay. Thanks to all the volunteers.

Myra Duncanson, Marie Leeney and I went to the fu-
neral home to serve the luncheon.

Thursday, April 18 there were five tables of euchre 
players at the Silver Water hall.

Alexis McVey and many other members of the MSS 
Robotics Team flew to Houston, Texas on April 17. They 
are in competitions there every day until they return 
on the weekend.

Lee and Ed Alexander were at their cottage for a few 
days last week.

Murray and Gladys Duncanson went to Sudbury for 
an appointment on April 17. They did a lot of the shop-
ping for the upcoming Snowdusters fish dinner on May 
4 at the Silver Water hall.

There will be a fashion show on May 11 from 2 to 4 pm 
in Silver Water.

Happy 90th birthday to Alfreda Wickett on April 25.
Condolences to the family of Morris Emery.

Friends and Neighbours
Kagawong 

Team Fergmeijer

Silver Water 
Karen Noble

Providence Bay 
Alexia Hannigan

Meldrum Bay 
Elaine Bradley

Wikwemikong police respond to 
disturbance call

On April 13, at approximately 1:30 am, 
the Wikwemikong Tribal Police Service 
(WTPS) received a call of a disturbance 
at a residence in the main village area 
on the Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territo-
ry (WUT).

Officers arrived and spoke to the com-
plainant who stated a female suspect be-
came irate and began damaging the resi-
dence. The female suspect was advised to 
leave the premises to which she refused. 
The female was placed under arrest for 

trespassing/failure to 
leave. 

Upon further investi-
gation, it was revealed 
that the female suspect had also broken 
a window and damaged a door within the 
residence.

As a result of the incident, a 21-year-
old female resident of Wiikwemkoong 
has been charged with one count of mis-
chief under $5,000.

The accused is set to appear in Ontar-
io Court of Justice, Wiikwemkoong on 
Tuesday May 28 at 10 am to answer to the 

charge.
Mischief  incident 

being 
investigated

On Saturday, April 14, at approximate-
ly 5:20 pm, the WTPS received a mischief 
complaint in the Buzwah area on the 
Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory.

Officers responded and located a vehi-
cle that had been damaged, and a male 
suspect was attempting to gain entry 
into an apartment. The suspect managed 
to gain entry but was quickly located 
and placed under arrest by police.

Investigation revealed the suspect had 
damaged a parked motor vehicle and ap-
peared to be under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs.

As a result of the incident, a 39-year-
old male from Wiikwemkoong has been 
charged with two counts of mischief 
under $5,000 and is set to appear in On-
tario Court of Justice, Wiikwemkoong 
on Tuesday, May 28 to answer to the 
charges.

The Wikwemikong Tribal Police Ser-
vice responded to 51 calls for service 
during the weekend of April 12-15.
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Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM

 
BAR HOURS:

SUNDAY - TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM

THURSDAY: 4 PM - WHEN TRIVIA ENDS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM

705-348-1982

abaran@thetaxguy.tax      www.thetaxguy.tax

Personal
Income Tax Preparation

LITTLE CURRENT - Tuesdays (March & April)
(10am - 1pm) Little Current Recreation Centre Hwy 6

MINDEMOYA - 6155 Hwy 542 (until May 15th)
Mon. 9-8, Wed./Thurs. 9-5, Fri.  9-8, Sat. by appointment

also:

The Bahá’ís of Manitoulin believe that all 
humanity shares a common spiritual heritage,

which takes various forms in various times
and places, reflecting the diversity of cultures

evolving along with human nature.
If you would like to explore this common

heritage together with others, contact us at:
(705) 210-0391 or gnox@gnusystems.ca.

See www.bahai.org for more information.

Finding Providence
Mental Health Therapy, Counselling & Consulting

Allan Chislett M.S.W., R.S.W.
EMDR Certified Psychotherapist

• Specializing in Complex PTSD and childhood 
trauma for adults, using EMDR & Internal 
Family Systems

• Treatment of Anxiety & Depression
• Relaxation Training
• Insurance Coverage
• Coverage with status number

(705) 927-5451
Findingprovidence4u@gmail.com

Having been in our rescue for over 6 months, 
these 1.5-year-old, healthy darlings are 

waiting for adoptive homes.  Chester, the 
friendliest guy, begs for belly rubs.  Peanut, a 

spayed female, is a little more reserved.  

To adopt one (or both!), please contact Kathy 
Jewell at 705-377-4121.  Our $325 adoption 

fee per cat covers spay/neuter, vaccines and 
dewormer.

Chester and PeanutChester and Peanut

Manitoulin Pet Rescue...Edna Manitowabi 2024 Indspire Award
that said, ‘don’t give up, keep going no matter what.’” 
“I am back in Wiikwemkoong now and still carrying 
out this work,” said Ms. Manitowabi. “My children, 
grandchildren, great grandchildren witness this and 
put in their own lives. Our youth need this knowledge, 
who we are as people. It is what we need to do and 
acknowledge what we have and who we are. It is my 
truth, my life, it is what has fueled me all these years.”

“I had a lot of people (at the award ceremony) there 
from nieces, grandchildren, peers and colleagues, from 
Wiikwemkoong and elsewhere,” said Ms. Manitowabi.  

“I believe in our people’s traditions and ceremonies 
with my heart and spirit and have dedicated my life to 
picking up my bundles and carrying it with me in what-
ever space I find myself in to ensure our future genera-
tions know the strength of our ancestors and culture.”

As a teacher at the forefront of the Indigenous cultur-
al revitalization of the 1960s and 1970s, she was a found-
ing member, teacher and curriculum designer of the 
Bidassige Native Way School in 1976. With her friend 
Kathy Bird, she established medicine lodges in many 
First Nation communities across Ontario and Manito-
ba to share traditional medicinal knowledge.

She is a fifth-degree member of the Midewiwin Soci-
ety, the head woman and the Ogimaakwe (Head Leader 
Woman) of the Eastern Doorway Minweyweywigaan 
Lodge which spans across Ontario and Manitoba. Ms. 
Manitowabi co-founded this Lodge with the late Chief 
and Ogimaa Charles Nelson of the Western Doorway of 
the Lodge. Edna has helped Minweyweywigaan Lodge 
grow exponentially.

A teacher of Anishinaabemowin, Ms. Manitowabi is 
also the author of teaching texts which have become 
key curricular components in disciplines such as In-
digenous studies, women’s studies, and cultural stud-
ies. She taught at Trent University for many years and 
is a Professor Emerita there. She was the driving force 
behind the creation of Nozhem Theatre, Trent’s dedi-
cated performance space and the Indigenous Studies 
Department’s biennial Native Women’s Symposium.

Ms. Manitowabi has served as the Traditional Cultur-
al Director for The Native Theatre School, The Centre 
for Indigenous Theatre and the Banff Aboriginal Dance 
Program. She is an accomplished actress, beginning in 
1994 with her first-ever role in Drew Hayden-Taylor’s 
play ‘Someday.’ Her more recent work includes roles in 
the films ‘Indian Horse’ and ‘Café Daughter’ as well as 
the series ‘Resident Alien.’

As a strong advocate for Indigenous peoples, a teach-
er of Anishinaabemowin and Anishinaabek traditions 
and an unfailing champion of Indigenous ways of know-
ing Ms. Manitowabi has dedicated her life to ensuring 
cultural well-being and strength for future generations.

The Indspire awards were presented by Mary Simon, 
the Governor General of Canada. She said in her ad-
dress, “Thank you all for being here to celebrate the ex-
ceptional contributions of Indigenous people’s across 
Canada. And congratulations to all the recipients we 
are honouring this evening at the Indspire Awards.”

“For 30 years, the Indspire Awards have been cele-
brating the incredible talent and innovation that exists 
within Indigenous communities,” said Ms. Simon. “In 
business, the arts, culture, language, justice, public 

service, education and health, Indspire is highlighting 
the contributions of those who have made significant 
impacts.”

“Tonight, we celebrate First Nations, Inuit and Me-
tis, both young honorees and those with a lifetime of 
achievements, who are creating a better future for us 
all,” said Ms. Simon. “Tonight, we tell their stories. 
Stories of resilience, dedication and excellence. Stories 
that define them and that shape our country.” 

“I am eager to learn their stories and to share them 
with Canadians. And it’s important that we do so. It’s 
important to acknowledge and celebrate Indigenous 
success. Through their stories, we inspire others to 
dream big and achieve greatness. And to embody ajuin-
nata.”

“As some of you know, ajuinnata is an important con-
cept to Inuit. It means to persevere, to never give up, no 
matter how difficult the cause may be. I see the spirit 
of ajuinnata in every one of these recipients, who are 
working towards the betterment of our communities,” 
said Ms. Simon. “Their success reminds us of how far 
we have come on the road to reconciliation.”

Ms. Simon explained, “Reconciliation is a way of see-
ing and a way of living life. It is about being intention-
al in how we interact with one another, how we show 
respect. Reconciliation is a shared responsibility be-
tween Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.”

“I see the potential of reconciliation in so many 
things, in both small gestures and large public acts. 
Reconciliation will thrive if we nurture it, in our work-
places and our homes. It will thrive if it is taught in our 
schools and our public offices,” said the governor gen-
eral. 

“And it will thrive when we recognize Indigenous 
excellence, as we are doing tonight. To all of the recip-
ients, I want to say how proud I am of all that you have 
done. I appreciate all you have done and continue to 
do for Indigenous peoples and for Canada. Once again, 
congratulations on all that you have achieved,” added 
Ms. Simon.

...continued from page 3

...Carol Gilmore to be inducted into Northern Opry
a big supporter of NOCMA and I don’t 
think she has missed one of the bus 
trips to the Sault since they started.”

Mr. Lentir notes that there are only a 
handful of tickets left for the November 
bus trip to the NOCMA Awards evening 
in Sault Ste. Marie left (so if you are 
planning to go you had better get on it 
soon).

A celebration of Ms. Gilmore’s induc-
tion into the Northern Ontario Country 
Music Association’s Great Northern 
Opry takes place 7 pm on Saturday, 
June 1 at the Providence Bay Hall, 11 
Muchmore Street in Providence Bay. 
Many of Ms. Gilmore’s Great Northern 
Opry compatriots will be on hand to en-
tertain. 

The induction itself will take place 
on the weekend of November 1-3 during 
the Northern Ontario Country Music 
Awards Weekend.

For tickets for the June 1 show at the 
Providence Bay Hall or more details call 
Ben or Crystal Lentir at 705-210-0807. 

...continued from page 3

Carol Gilmore has been named as a 2024 Great Northern Opry inductee.
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are doing really well also. 
We still have larger more 
complex sites to work this 
season.”

While Ms. Jones de-
scribes the work as “te-
dious” she also says that 
the work is extremely grat-
ifying, and that anyone 
who enjoys the outdoors is 
encouraged to apply. 

“We get to be outside on 
the water, go to a lot of dif-
ferent areas on the Island 
and educate the public 
about the threat of inva-
sive species.”

“We are a special case, 
we are the rainforest of 
the Great Lakes, one quar-
ter of flora of all of Canada, 
and more than 40 species 
at risk and numerous pris-
tine sensitive areas that 
need to be protected. The 
policies put forward by 
the feds and the province 
don’t necessarily apply to 
the Island because of our 
unique ecosystem. But we 
do have a lot working in 
our favour, we have team 

spirit. People really love 
the Island and want to 
keep it healthy. We have 
more than 100 volunteers 
who work to remove the 
plants and 60 phrag watch-
ers, they take control and 
keep checking on the sites 
to make sure they remain 
under control,” Ms. Jones 
went on to say.  

Ms. Jones also pointed 
out that everyone is af-
fected should phragmites 
become unmanageable, 
including hunters, an-
glers, beach-goers and all 
manner of outdoors per-
sons. The invasive plant 
infests turtle habitats and 
shallow waters where fish 
spawn. They also pose a 
threat to wildlife, as the 
plants can overtake many 
of the plants that deer and 
other animals feed on. 
Beaches become unusable 
when the plant takes over 
an area, growing dense-
ly and blocking access to 
water. Ms. Jones also said 
that while most Islanders 
are engaged with protect-
ing the biodiversity on the 

Island, many visitors do 
not understand how crit-
ical it is to prevent cross 
contamination to pristine 
sites. 

“It’s a fight every day—
everyone wants their cake 

and eat it too but we have 
to make changes. People 
who enjoy using a quad 
also have to recognize 
that areas will become in-
accessible if phragmites 
are allowed to spread. The 

choices are to keep up on 
cleaning equipment and to 
learn to recognize which 
plants are invasive, not to 
drive through it, to drive 
around it,” Ms. Jones said. 

The group has launched 
an educational awareness 
campaign to target sport 
utility users, with a large 
sign at Ramakko’s in Sud-
bury and will be providing 
an ATV washing station 
free of charge at the up-
coming Fishing and An-
gling Show in Kagawong 
on May long weekend. 

Applicants must be 19 
years of age, reside on 
Manitoulin Island and 
possess at G2 or G class li-
cence. Resumes or a list of 
outdoor experiences and 
names of references can be 
sent to manitoulinphrag@
yahoo.com.

discover a route for people 
to “get more into their her-
itage.”

Casting his gaze about, 
Mr. Schlote noticed that in 
many small rural towns, 
such as Manitoulin’s own 
Little Current, vestiges 
remain of major edific-
es and events that have 
largely been forgotten, 
even in their own com-
munities. “They are still 
there,” he said. “You just 
have to know how to look 
for it and where. It is in so 
many places; you just have 
to train yourself to look. 
There are so many stories 
in everyday spots.”

Mr. Schlote borrowed 
some technical equipment 
from The Expositor and set 
about creating his vision. 
The result is 14 episodes 
in the can and a host of an-
cillary commentaries and 
expansions that expand in 
the set pieces. The episodes 
can be found online on the 
video sharing platform 
YouTube.com.

The route to being broad-
cast on TVO was a bit cir-
cuitous, thanks to pandem-

ic challenges and the TVO 
labour disruption.

Mr. Schlote had ap-
proached TVO about per-
haps airing some of his 
work and the producers 
initially seemed interested.

In the meantime, Mr. 

Schlote approached TVO 
host Steve Paikin seeking 
the veteran host of the doc-
umentary talk show ‘The 
Agenda’ for input into his 
work. “I was hoping he 
might give me a few point-
ers,” said Mr. Schlote. It 

helped that one of the seg-
ments that Mr. Schlote 
was working on included 
late Ontario Premier Bill 
Davis, a subject that Mr. 
Paikin is known to be in-
terested in. The host (who 
has a summer cottage in 

Kagawong) generously 
agreed to meet with him 
to chat about his work and 
they set up a meeting at 
Mr. Paikin’s TVO office in 
Toronto.

In the meantime, it 
seemed to be crickets in 
the hallway when it came 
to the producers, until one 
day the phone rang. The 
producer was on the line, 
apologizing for the delay 
and noting that, with the 
labour disruption and 
COVID, the concept had 
fallen off the radar a bit, 
but was now back on the 
table for discussion.

During discussion, 
the (unbeknownst to the 
producer) meeting with 
Mr. Paikin came up and 
it made perfect sense to 
schedule the meeting with 
the producer for the same 
day.

In the end, Mr. Schlote 
not only got some valu-
able insight from a veteran 
broadcaster he admires but 
found himself with a great 
career boost in the realm of 
documentary production.

Unfortunately, word 
of the first episode airing 

did not arrive until after 
production of last week’s 
edition of The Expositor (it 
took place on Wednesday, 
April 17). But despair not, 
you can still see the seg-
ment featuring ‘The New-
market Ghost Canal’ on-
line at TVO.org. Episodes 
air live on Wednesdays.

Mr. Schlote continues to 
make occasional contribu-
tions to the pages of The 
Expositor and returns to 
Manitoulin fairly regular-
ly. An accomplished mu-
sician in his own right, he 
can often be seen playing 
in the Manitoulin Swing 
Band.

“I have to thank The Ex-
positor for the loan of the 
video equipment,” he said. 
Mr. Schlote also expressed 
gratitude to Wiikwem-
koong’s Crystal Shawanda. 
“She gave me a great shout-
out,” he said.

Mr. Schlote’s complete 
(and ongoing) repertoire 
can be accessed on You-
Tube or by stopping by 
LivingHistory.ca, as well 
as the TVO addendums to 
the agenda.

Kuepfer Sawmill
ROUGH CUT LUMBER

• CEDAR, PINE, SPRUCE AND OAK.
• PINE/SPRUCE - BARN BOARD, 

FRAMING MATERIAL AND 
SQUARE TIMBERS (MOST SIZES 
IN STOCK).

• OAK IS CUSTOM ORDER.
• CEDAR - ALL SIZES OF 1” AND 

2” MATERIAL IN STOCK, 8’ - 12’ 
LONG.

• GARDEN BOXES, FLOWER 
PLANTERS AND BIRD HOUSES 
(SOME IN STOCK BUT CAN BE 
CUSTOM BUILT).

• PLAIN LUMBER IS OPTIONAL. 
• V-JOINT TONGUE AND GROOVE 

RADIUS EDGE.
• QUILTS AND GARDEN PLANTS 

ALSO AVAILABLE. 

Please call (519) 804-0441 Ext. 174.
Leave a message or stop by 
1565 Union Road, Evansville.

...Manitoulin Expositor alum’s history series picked up by TVO

...continued from page 3

Warren Schlote takes a swing on the famed Little Current swing bridge, the topic of one episode 
of his series Living History, which can now be seen on TVO’s The Agenda.

...Manitoulin Phragmites Project seeking to add paid staff to their team
...continued from page 3

A team member of the Manitoulin Phragmites Project takes stock of the task at hand.
Expositor file photo
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Weekly specials coming soon!

21 Giiwedinoong Nakii Miikan (The Industrial Building)
Wiikwemkoong, (705) 618-5863

Monday to Friday: 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday:  9 am to 2 pm

Sunday: Closed

Owned and operated by: Ben Kanasawe of Buzwah Fisheries

• Custom meat boxes - beef, pork and poultry
• Homemade sausage (gluten and sodium free)
• Fresh fish (trout) and seasonal fish

...provincial public speaking competition
Most people walk around with a mobile 
cellular device, or a smartphone. These 
incredibly useful tools allow a whole new 
world of assistance. For example, if you 
want to say hello to your penpal from 
New Zealand, which his 19,000 kilome-
tres (11,800 miles) away from here, all 
it takes is a few seconds. Just whip out 
your phone and text them. Forty years 
ago it would take months if not more to 
just say send a note.”

“A very useful thing about technology 
is the time efficiency,” said Mr. Hubbard. 
“For example, if you need to know some-
thing for a school project, any time before 
1990 you would have to scour the library 
for 10 different books for research. Now 
you can use search engines such as Goo-
gle and Safari for lists of organized infor-
mation. Did you know that my mom is 
older than Google? That’s … a long time.”

“Another way technology benefits our 
society is, well, social media,” said Riley. 
“Yep, that means Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok, etc. Social media platforms are 
a great place to spread your voice and to 
share your ideas, to advertise your busi-
ness, to kill a bit of time. There are end-
less possibilities of what you can do with 
social media platforms.”

“Mobile phones sound pretty great, 
don’t they, but with all the good things 
they have to offer there are dangers to 
the internet as well, like, well, social me-
dia. Social media can be a good thing, but 
it also has some dangers like your per-
sonal information can easily get into the 
hands of somebody with bad intentions,” 
continued Riley. “What you see on social 
media isn’t always true and you have to 
have a strong sense of what is right and 

wrong on social media, especially when 
a close friend may post something that 
they believe but you think isn’t right. 
It’s important to stay true to your beliefs. 
But that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be 
friends with someone who has a different 
opinion.”

“Another danger is the power of hiding 
your face, yes, your cell phones, comput-
er, tablet, they are all tools that you are 
free to use at your will, you are an anon-
ymous figure free to do and say as you 
like. You can pretend to be someone to 
send unfriendly messages or video black-
mail. It’s terrible what happens. Not only 
can others harm you on the internet, but 
you can harm yourself, you can damage 
friendships, your body, your mental 
health and self-esteem.”

“Too much use of your phone and com-
puter can lead to eyesight issues, a lack 
of social participation, you don’t see your 
friends and family as much which can 
lead to unhealthy relationships,” said 
Riley. “And to all you gamers: grinding 
dubs on Fortnite with your friends isn’t 
quite the same as talking to them and 
spending time with them.”

“But with all that aside; technology 
still is a great step in human evolution. 
And I believe society should continue to 
evolve our current state in understand-
ing and unlimited ways we can bend our 
environment to create revolutionary 
products of our imagination to further 
develop science, medicine and comfort. 
But just remember: Take a break, and 
stay safe.”

Riley will be competing against three 
other speakers at the provincials taking 
place in Toronto in May. 

...continued from page 3

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 514 Gore Bay is supporting Charles C. McLean Grade 6 
student Riley Hubbard and his family with the costs of mileage as he has qualified for the provincial 
Legion public speaking competition. In photo from left is Legion president Marilyn Clarke, Riley, 
Ryan and Tini Hubbard.

...Stem cell donors sought for AOK dad
need of such cells if he is 
to win this fight. His wife, 
Kendra Madahbee, and his 
two children Lynndra, 11, 
and Kennlyn, 6, are asking 
locals between the ages of 
18-35 to get tested to see if 
they are a genetic match 
for Mr. Peltier. They are 
quick to point out that the 
new process of checking 
for stem cells consists of 
simply swabbing the in-
side of one’s cheeks. If a 
match is found, blood is 
drawn, and cells are then 
synthesized from it. This 
new process no longer re-
quires the painful tapping 
of the pelvis hip bones, as 
had previously been the 
case, making finding po-
tential donors and donat-
ing easier and less painless 
than ever before. 

The Expositor asked Ms. 
Madhbee how they were 
holding up in the face of 
such a trying and fright-
ening time. “Today marks 
the 91st day that Lynnie’s 
been fighting,” she said. 
Her husband has been at 
Health Sciences North 
over this time. Ms. Ma-
dahbee said she and her 
family have been staying 
at the Travelway hotel 
so that she and the fami-
ly could remain close to 
support him. She reports 
that the family has been 
staying positive and that 
the support they’ve gotten 
from family, friends and 
the community has been 
humbling. But the battle 
isn’t an easy one. 

Ms. Madahbee told 
The Expositor that “It’s 
unclear if Lynnie’s next 
round of chemo will be 
covered. Because of that, 

we’ve had to start various 
fundraising campaigns.” 
These include a GoFund-
Me page (which can be 
found by searching ‘Fund 
Lyndon’s battle against 
AML’), which has been up 
for four days as of press 
time Monday, and gotten 
a lot of attention. Ms. Ma-
dahbee also made sure to 
note that there is an exhi-
bition hockey game being 
organized for this Satur-
day, April 27 at 7 pm at the 
M’Chigeeng Arena. There 
will also be a 50/50 raffle at 
the event. The funds raised 
would go towards Mr. Pel-
tier’s medical costs. The 
game is being organized by 
Mr. Peltier’s cousin Dustin 
Peltier and Mike Wabuno. 
The cause is close to both 
men but carries a special 
place for Mr. Wabuno as 
his wife had previously 
battled AML and he’s well 
aware of the importance 
of finding a match and get-
ting good medical care. 

Ms. Madahbee also 
shared that there was a 

chip prize bingo at the 
Wiikwemkoong Arena 
Tuesday night, April 23. In 
addition to these two fund-
raising events, there is 
also a Kickoff Fun Scram-
ble golf tournament being 
held for Mr. Peltier’s cause 
at the Rainbow Ridge Golf 
Course on Saturday, May 
11 with a 9 am start time. 
Interested parties may 
enquire on the course’s 
Facebook page, or call (705) 
859-2990 for more informa-
tion as soon as possible, as 
space is limited. 

Though all the funding 
and support is a boon and 
a blessing, the key to win-
ning this battle for Mr. 
Peltier remains finding a 
suitable match for cells. 
Because of Mr. Peltier’s In-
digenous heritage, his best 
chance of finding a match 
is within the Indigenous 
community. Anyone inter-
ested in joining the fight 
is urged to contact the Ca-
nadian Blood Service at 
1-888-2DONATE (236-6283). 

...continued from page 3

Kendra Madahbee, Kennlyn, Lynndra and Lyndon Peltier in a 
family photo.
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and the removal of a few 
lingering bats occurring 
just that week.

The former St. An-
drew’s Anglican Church 
was nestled in a grove 
of pine trees just off of 
Highway 6 where the 
turnoff to the band pow-
wow grounds, health cen-
tre and administration 
buildings are located.

Then-Expositor editor 
Jim Moodie described 
the building: 

“Late afternoon sun 
burnished the new, hon-
ey-coloured cedar sid-
ing and illuminated the 
beautiful stained-glass 
windows that have re-
cently been installed, 
as well as the striking 
cross at the top of the 
steeple—a mosaic of 
stained-glass fragments 
from the original win-
dows. Inside, a unique 
sign, whose letters are 
formed from recycled 
square nails, welcomes 
visitors in three languag-
es, reading: ‘Boozhoo, 

Bienvenue, Welcome.’ A 
new floor has been laid 
down and the pews have 
been sanded and stained, 
as have the interior 

walls, which are adorned 
with historical records. 
A 200-year-old bible, do-
nated back to the church 
by one of its former rev-
erends, occupies a glass 
case made by the father 
of summer resident and 
Exploring Manitoulin 
author Shelley Pearen, 
whose great-grandfather, 
Jabez Sims, was instru-
mental in establishing 
the church in 1867.

The original church 
was a log structure, re-
placed by the present 
frame building in 1886. 
The bell in the church 
dates to 1875. 

Ms. Robitaille noted 
at the time that when 
she first learned of the 
church, the property 
was so overgrown that 

she didn’t even notice it 
at first. “Once the work 
began, it took a full year 
to complete. We started 
on the powwow week-
end and finished the fol-
lowing year on the same 
weekend,” noted Ms. Ro-
bitaille. 

The handywoman, 
with the help of her neph-
ews Francois-Xavier and 
Matthew McLean, milled 
all the wood for the exte-
rior themselves at their 
sawmill near Massey, us-
ing white cedar logs that 
were cut in Silver Water. 
They removed the old sid-
ing (an arduous task in 
itself), then nailed up the 
new planks. They built 
and installed the new 
stained-glass windows, 
as well as the unique 
cross, and performed all 

the grunt work of sand-
ing and staining. Also 
assisting in the project 
was Leo Atawish, who 

cleared away the over-
grown brush on the prop-
erty.

Ms. Waindubence was 
beaming as she stood 
in the nave of the refur-
bished church, gazing 
at the red-and-blue win-
dows and the gleaming 
pews. Later, as she stood 
outside, looking at the 
neatly-angled door and 
the bat-free belfry above, 
she still couldn’t stop 
smiling. 

For both women, the 
certificates from the On-
tario Heritage Founda-
tion, while appreciated, 
would be secondary to 
the pleasure and pride 
they took in beholding 
the fruition of their ef-
forts. A revived church 
that should inspire oth-
ers for many years to 
come—that was the true 
reward.

Nothing of substance 
remains of the building.

Chop Waindubence 
witnessed the conflagra-
tion, asserting that there 
were what he described 
as clear signs of arson at 
the back of the church. 
Some of the plaques in-
side the church were 
rescued by the property 
owners before the fire 
was fully developed.

UCCM Police are in-
vestigating the fire as 
an arson. Police Chief 
James Killeen told The 
Expositor that officers 
are still interviewing 
witnesses.

Attention users of the Little Current and Sheguiandah Water Systems

Annual maintenance will be starting shortly and will involve flushing of the 
water lines.  Please be reminded that this may lead to discolourization of your 

water. Simply let your tap run until it runs clear. If you continue to have a  
problem, please call the Town Office.

Little Current system – April 22nd to May 3rd 
Sheguiandah system – May 6th to May 10th 

Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Annual Spring Clean-up Week is scheduled for the week of
 May 13th to May 19, 2024

Important Notice Regarding Brush and Tipping Fees
During Spring Clean-up week ONLY there will be no charge for brush brought to 

the to the landfill site.  All other tipping fees apply.

Landfill Hours: 
Monday: 11 am to 7 pm, Tuesday: 9 am to 7 pm, Wednesday: 11 am to 7 pm, 

Thursday: 11 am to 7 pm, Friday: 11 am to 7 pm, Saturday: 9 am to 3 pm  
Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm

Starting May 19th the landfill will be open Sundays 10 am to 5 pm

Reminder
The NEMI landfill is for NEMI tax payors and Sheguiandah First Nation Residents 

ONLY,  You may be asked for ID to verify your eligibility to utilize the landfill

Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah
We are excited to say that spring is here and the Museum will be opening 

May 1, 2024
Tuesday to Saturday 9:00 am to 4:30pm 

Reduce , Reuse and RecycleReduce , Reuse and Recycle
The Town of NEMI encourages everyone to do your part to help our environment.

For all your solar needs:
Panels ■ Wiring ■ Connectors ■ Controllers ■ Batteries

WILL DO INSTALLATION

Aaron Kuepfer
2812 Poplar Road

Evansville, ON P0P 1E0

Leave a message at (249) 497-4000 ext. 107 and we will 
get back to you at our earliest convenience.

Thank you.

...Fire destroys historic Sheguiandah Anglican church

...continued from page 1

Gravesites are scattered throughout the St. Andrew’s church 
property.

photo by Alicia McCutcheon

Firefighters with the Northeast Town Fire Department work to 
battle the Friday blaze.
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It's Never Too Early to Prepare It's Never Too Early to Prepare 
For SUMMER!For SUMMER!

Highway 6, Manitowaning  705-859-3105 
Fax: 705-859-2006 Email: sales.manmil@eastlink.ca 

Website: homehardware.ca
Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm - Saturday 8:30 am to 2 pm - Closed Sunday

We accept VISA, Master Card, AMEX and Debit.

• BARBECUES 
• PATIO FURNITURE
• AND MORE

GET READY 
FOR  
SUMMER

STOCK UP ON SEEDS FOR SPRING 
POTATOES, ONIONS,SEEDS, ASPARAGUS 

ROOTS AND MORE IN STORE NOW!

14 George Walk, Elliot Lake, ON P5A 2A4mmantha-co@ola.org 1-800-831-1899

CONSTITUENCY CLINICS

Mon. April 29th
Serpent River First Nation | Band Office 9:00 am - 10:00 am 

Massey | Township Office 10:30 am - 11:30 am
Espanola | Public Library 1:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory | Band Office 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Wed. May 1st
M’Chigeeng First Nation | Band Office 9:00 am - 10:00 am

Little Current | Town of NEMI Office 10:30 am - 11:30 am
Whitefish River First Nation | Band Office 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

McKerrow | Township Office 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

m i c h a e l m a n t h a . c o m

MPP Michael Mantha is hosting
constituency clinics in the
communities listed above.
Constituents who have questions or
matters of concern are invited to
meet with him individually. To book
an appointment, call or email the
constituency office.

Tue. April 30th
Manitowaning | Township Office 9:00 am - 10:00 am

Tehkummah | Township Office 10:30 am - 11:30 am
Mindemoya | Municipal Office 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Gore Bay | Town Office 3:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

Thu. May 2nd
Spanish | Town Office 9:00 am - 10:00 am

Nairn Centre | Township Office 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Webbwood | CA MacMillan Place 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm 

Sagamok First Nation | Wellness Clinic 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Fri. May 3rd
Algoma Mills | Township Office 9:00 am - 10:00 am

Iron Bridge| Township Office 10:30 am - 11:30 am
Thessalon | Town Office 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Blind River | Town Office 3:00 pm - 3:45 pm

...Dream of the late Clara Waindubence goes up in smoke
The St. Andrew’s Church site commemorated more 

recent history, acknowledging Anishinaabe builders 
and restorers by name. Families like Manitowasing, 
Bahpewash, Muckadabin. 

Sheguiandah Anishinaabeg wrote to the Anglican 
Bishop of Algoma in November 1884 and offered to sup-
ply the labour to build a new church to replace their 
20-year-old log church/school building. Chief A. Man-
itowasing, James Bahpewash, Joseph Shebahgezhig, 
Wilson Kagesheyagha, Henry Muckadabin, Anthony 
Kageshagheyagha, William Bahpewash, John Gaike-
zheoongai “and others” signed the letter.

The Anishinaabe congregation’s determination to 
build the church themselves, with “no white archi-
tect,” inspired financial contributions for materials 
from all over the province. St. Andrew’s opened in July 
1886. Services were conducted entirely in Anishnaabe-
mowin, just as they had been since 1867 in its log pre-
decessor. 

This site also recalls the still controversial Treaty 
of 1862 and the relocation and merger of Anishinaabeg 
that resulted from the treaty. According to the terms 
of the treaty, Anishinaabeg were to be relocated from 

their homes on potential mill sites, harbours, parks 
and village sites to compact, mostly inland settlements. 
The Anishinaabeg of Sheguiandah and Manitowaning 
were particularly affected by the treaty’s terms due to 
the local Indian agent’s personal desire for land and his 

wish to appear successful professionally by resolving 
the resettlement of Anishinaabeg. 

In 1867, while Canada was being created, the 70 An-
ishinaabe residents of Sheguiandah were joined by 
most of the Anishinaabe residents of Manitowaning. 
Sheguiandah grew almost overnight into a village of 
129 persons or 29 families. In addition to the increase in 
population, the community had been moved south-west 
from its original location on the bay at the millstream, 
deemed a potential mill site, to inland lots south of Bass 
Lake.

A small log building was constructed in 1867 to serve 
the residents as a church and school. The little log 
structure was in use until replaced by St. Andrew’s in 
1886.

I have a personal connection to Sheguiandah though 
I am not Anishinaabe. My great great grandfather Rev. 
Jabez Sims was posted to Manitowaning in 1864 as an 
Anglican missionary. He relocated to Sheguiandah in 
1867 with his Anishinaabe neighbours. He witnessed 
their struggles as bands were merged, and lots were 
assigned based on the Indian agent’s desires rather 
than on Anishinaabe wishes. Sims’ children, including 
my great grandfather, attended school in the little log 
church. 

The church served the community for about 100 
years. In 1998 the late Clara Waindubence initiated a 
project to recognize the site’s history and to restore the 
building to house a community museum. Clara was 
inspired, she said, by her knowledge that the commu-
nity’s grandfathers worked on the construction of the 
building with Rev. Frederick Frost. She believed it was 
a shame to neglect the little church that so many had 
helped to erect, and where she had been baptized and 
had watered the pine and cedar trees as a child. 

The church was decommissioned and Clara and her 
amazing volunteers, especially contractor Lucie Robi-
taille, rejuvenated the building. It was reopened in July 
2004 as the Sheguiandah First Nation Heritage Muse-
um Church. The building still contained carvings by 
Simon Esquimaux, the wood stove from the 1867 log 
church, the original handcrafted pews, baptismal font 
and pulpit. 

Sadly, Clara’s dream went up in smoke on April 19, 
2024. I hope Clara and the history of Sheguiandah will 
be remembered. 

Shelley Pearen is the author of ‘Four Voices the 
Great Manitoulin Island Treaty of 1862,’ and transcrib-
er, translator, and editor of the recently published 
‘Wikwemikong Diariums 1844-1873.’ 

...continued from page 1

St. Andrew’s church in 1981.

...Nature Conservancy secures more of Cockburn Island
habitat type characterized by shal-
low soils and areas of exposed bed-
rock that supports several species 
thought to have originated when 
the climate was warmer and drier 
than today. Several species at risk 
have been documented there, in-
cluding Hill’s thistle. The property 
also contains pockets of diverse for-
est communities.

The 65-hectare Sturgeon Bay For-
est features expansive, intact for-
ests that provide habitat for many 
species and support biodiversity. 
These forests also provide import-
ant ecosystem services for nearby 
communities, such as cleaning air 
and filtering water, while storing 
carbon within their trees, roots, 
soils and wetlands, and helping to 
slow the pace of climate change. 
The deciduous, mixed and conif-
erous forests at this site provide 

high-quality habitat for wide-rang-
ing species, such as American black 
bear.

“It is truly a pleasure to work 
alongside many conservation-mind-
ed individuals, governments, and 
organizations to protect some of 
our most important natural spac-
es on the Saugeen Peninsula and 
Cockburn Islands for both nature 
and people,” said Esme Batten, pro-
gram director, midwestern Ontario 
NCC. “The Saugeen Peninsula is 
world-renowned for the diversity 
it supports, and the forest at Stur-
geon Bay Forests are no exception, 
providing habitat for wide-ranging 
mammals, such as American black 
bear, and habitat for breeding and 
migratory birds along the Niagara 
Escarpment. Building upon the net-
work of existing conservation lands 
on Cockburn Island ensures the 
long-term protection of sensitive 
alvar habitats and the species they 

support, while also cleaning our air 
and water to ensure people contin-
ue to thrive. These conservation 
efforts bolster existing networks 
of protected lands and help build 
healthy and resilient ecosystems.”

“On Earth Day, and every day, 
our government supports initia-
tives that protect biodiversity and 
help fight climate change at the 
same time,” said Steven Guilbeault, 
minister of environment and cli-
mate change. “The NCC’s work to 
secure Sturgeon Bay Forest is an-
other step in sustaining the vital 
ecosystems in the Great Lakes re-
gion. This nature reserve provides 
a home for many species, including 
migratory birds, as well as helping 
to store carbon and filter water for 
nearby communities. By making 
investments such as this through 
the Nature Smart Climate Solutions 

...continued from page 1

...continued on page 12
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support from people from 
across RHT who support 
the proposal to use funds 
to take action to educate 
and save the language,” 
said Mr. Meawasige. “The 
Anishinabek Nation had 
declared about 15 years 
ago that our language, An-
ishinaabemowin, was in a 
state of emergency.”

“With this agreement 
in place, we would have 
the opportunity to take 
action and educate to save 
the language,” said Mr. 
Meawasige. “We are only 
looking for two percent of 
the amount being provid-
ed. Research and a needs 
assessment would need 
to be undertaken to deter-
mine how best the funds 
could be utilized, and how 

make sure the language is 
ongoing 20 years and even 
further into the future.”

Mr. Meawasige said, 
“Imagine the transforma-
tive impact of dedicating 
a mere two percent of the 
$10 billion RHT settle-
ment towards the revital-
ization of our language? 
This would represent a 
$200 million commitment 
to developing a compre-
hensive language strate-
gy that benefits not only 
current RHT communi-
ties but also the broader 
Anishinaabeg. We could 
even invest this two per-
cent and generate a much 
smaller but still substan-
tial four to 10 million dol-
lars annually, depending 
on interest rates and in-
vestment strategy, for lan-
guage revitalization.”

A press release explains 
the proposal also requests 
that the RHTLF chiefs and 
trustees invest the equiva-
lent of two days of interest 
of the total settlement be-
ing held in Trust (approx-
imately $3 million) of the 
settlement into a needs 
assessment regarding 
preserving Anishinaabe-
mowin as a first language. 
“The RHT beneficiaries 
propose investing the re-
maining funds into exist-
ing Anishinaabemowin 
programs.”

“Saving Anishinaabe-
mowin requires working 
with current first lan-
guage speakers, a coordi-
nated revitalization strat-
egy that has immersion 
opportunities,” the re-
lease continues. “It needs 
a commitment from our 

leadership and communi-
ties, and needs resourc-
es—it needs zhoonyaa, 
meaning money,” Mr. 
Meawasige said in a press 
release.

Members of the move-
ment anticipate that a vote 
on the proposed amend-
ment will take place at 
the RHTLF Special Chiefs 
and Trustees meeting on 
April 22. A support letter 
template is being circulat-
ed amongst the beneficia-
ries and members of the 
RHT First Nations to send 
to their respective chiefs, 
councils and trustees.

The Expositor contact-
ed several Island chiefs 
and trustees of the Rob-
inson Huron Treaty on 
Manitoulin Island, who 
all said they wish to not 
comment until the pro-

posal comes before them 
at the meeting table on 
April 22.

Mr. Meawasige 
stressed, “my name is at-
tached to all of this but 

there a lot of folks in the 
background who have 
worked on and are sup-
porting the proposal.”
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...Nature Conservancy secures more of Cockburn Island
Fund, we continue to build a more 
sustainable, healthy future for our-
selves, our children and our grand-
children.”

Brent St. Denis, clerk/treasurer 
for Cockburn Island told The Expos-
itor, “we have a good working rela-
tionship with NCC. We are aware 
they continue to assemble property 
on the Island and we continue to 
have a good partnership with NCC. 
We consider ourselves the conser-
vation island,” he said, noting NCC 
has acquired over half of the land 
on Cockburn Island. 

The protection of Sturgeon Bay 
Forest and the additional 40 hect-
ares on Cockburn Island are the 
latest in NCC’s land conservation 
efforts in the Saugeen (Bruce) Pen-
insula and Manitoulin Island Archi-
pelago natural areas. Together with 
its partners, NCC has protected 

over 35,000 hectares of ecologically 
significant land in the two regions.

“I am thrilled to see the contin-
ued success of the Greenlands Con-
servation Partnership program in 
protecting important natural hab-
itats like the ones here at the Sau-
geen Peninsula and Cockburn Is-
land. The nearly 260 acres of newly 
conserved land, equivalent to more 
than 146 soccer fields, is a win for 
the region and for our province’s 
biodiversity. It’s crucially import-
ant that projects like this continue, 
and that’s why our government is 
investing $20 million in the Green-
lands program over the next four 
years,” said Andrea Khanjin, min-
ister of the environment, conserva-
tion and parks. “Together with part-
ners like the NCC this program will 
help ensure the long-term health 
and sustainability of our natural 
environment.”

...continued from page 11

The Nature Conservancy of Canada 
has protected an additional 40-hectare 
property on Cockburn Island to its existing 
conservation lands on the island.  

...Robinson-Huron chiefs, trustees hear language trust proposal

...continued from page 1

Canada plummets to 62nd 
in 2024 Climate Change 
Performance Index
by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative reporter
CANADA—In a concerning development, Canada has 
slipped to 62nd place out of 67 ranked countries on the 
latest Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). This 
downgrade of five ranks underscores the nation’s dire 
performance in critical areas such as greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions, renewable energy adoption, and en-
ergy efficiency, with its climate policy rates deemed 
“low.”

The CCPI, an independent monitoring tool pub-
lished annually by Germanwatch since 2005, evaluates 
countries’ climate protection efforts. The latest report 
highlights Canada’s dismal performance despite its 
status as the sixth-largest crude oil producer and the 
fifth-largest natural gas producer globally.

Canada’s Emissions Reduction Plan, aiming for a 40 
percent reduction in emissions below 2005 levels by 
2030 and net-zero emissions by 2050, falls short of expec-
tations. While the country introduced a carbon pricing 
system in 2019, recent increases in CO2 pricing have 
not effectively curbed emissions, particularly from oil 
and gas producers who enjoy exemptions from the tax, 
according to the CCPI.

Furthermore, Canada’s plans to ramp up gas and oil 
production by 2030, as revealed in the 2023 Production 
Gap Report, contradict global efforts to limit global 
warming to 1.5°Celsius. Despite pledges from 151 na-
tions to achieve net-zero emissions, governments con-
tinue to prioritize fossil fuel production over climate 
action.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
has warned against doubling down on fossil fuel de-
pendence, emphasizing the urgent need for renewable 
energy expansion and fossil fuel phase-outs. However, 
Canada lacks concrete plans for an oil and gas phase-
out, with delays and lobbying efforts hindering prog-

...continued on page 13
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strategies to maximize en-
ergy gain is important for 
determining patterns of 
habitat selection. Repro-
ductive status influences 
diet and habitat choices in 
female (little brown bats), 
adding complexity to the 
foraging-environment 
relationship. Their strat-
egies adapt to meet the 
energy demands of differ-
ent reproductive phases 
during pregnancy and lac-
tation,” she explained. 

“OFT helps predict 
these adaptations, aiming 
to maximize maternal and 
offspring fitness. During 
pregnancy, females focus 
on accumulating energy 
reserves and prefer more 
energy-dense prey, opti-
mizing intake over hunt-
ing efficiency. During lac-
tation, a critical phase for 
energy needs due to milk 
production, bats may re-
strict their foraging range 
to closer to their roost to 

facilitate frequent nurs-
ing bouts,” Ms. Cosby 
explained. “The foraging 
behaviours and habitat 
selection patterns of these 
bats are expected to vary 
throughout the reproduc-
tive season, reflecting 
changes in dietary need 
and prey availability 
across different habitat 
types.”

“The overarching goal 
of my project is to inves-
tigate how reproductive 
and ecological factors 
influence the foraging 
behaviour of little brown 
bats,” said Ms. Cosby.

Ms. Cosby explained, 
“For fieldwork in years 
one through four I aim to 
identify five maternity 
roosts across Manitoulin 
Island. I will passively 
collect guano from roosts, 
facilitated by drop sheets 
and then use DNA me-
tabarcoding to cross-ref-
erence identified species 
with available prey spe-
cies sampled using moth 

sheets within a three-kilo-
metre radius of each roost 
across five key habitats 
(forest, agriculture, grass-
land, water and urban). 
During this time, I will 
also deploy four acoustic 
monitors in each habitat 
type to quantify spatial 
variation in patterns of 
bat foraging activity.” 
She will examine dietary 
patterns across distinct 
reproductive phases to 
test how diet changes as 
a function of reproductive 
status, sample guano and 
insects on a weekly basis 
from May to September, 
capture females from ma-
ternity roosts in May and 
implant them with pas-
sive integrated transpon-
der tags. Roosts will be 
equipped with tag readers 
which will record when 
bats leave and return to 
roosts. 

“I am looking for and 
need to find colonies on 
the Island,” said Ms. Cos-
by. Her study on the Is-
land will take place over 
three years. “If people 
have any questions or in-
formation on where there 
are roosts on their prop-
erty, farms or have bat 
boxes that I could access 
it would help me greatly 
in my research.”

Ms. Cosby added, “my 
findings will contribute 
to the development of 
informed conservation 
strategies, identifying 
spring and summer criti-
cal habitat and important 
prey species for M. Luci-
figus. Furthermore, delv-
ing into how heightened 

energy demands during 
reproduction influence 
predator-prey dynamics 
and responses to envi-
ronmental variation will 
contribute to our broader 
understanding of the com-
plex interplay between 
species and their habitats, 
thereby advising our com-
prehension of OFT.”

For anyone who can 
help Ms. Cosby access 
property to do her re-
search, or those who have 
questions, they can con-
tact her by cellphone 705-
282-4176 or email acosby@
uoguelph.ca

ress on emissions cap regulations.
In response to mounting pressure, the Canadian gov-

ernment has proposed regulations for a net-zero elec-
tricity grid by 2035 and pledged investments in renew-
able energy and grid modernization projects. However, 
challenges such as the absence of a national power grid 
and disconnected regional grids hamper clean energy 
deployment.

With Canada’s global reputation at stake, experts 
are demanding immediate action, including stringent 
emissions caps, a transparent progress report on the 
Emissions Reduction Plan, and climate-aligned finan-
cial regulations. As the world looks to Canada for lead-
ership in climate politics, urgent and decisive measures 
are needed to address the escalating climate crisis.

...continued from page 12

...Help sought for Manitoulin Island ‘little brown bat’ study

...Canada plummets to 62nd

...continued from page 1

Alexandria Cosby, is shown using radio telemetry to track bats. Ms. Cosby who is currently in her 
first year of studies at the University of Guelph will be conducting research on Manitoulin Island this 
summer toward her PhD, studying little brown bats and the types of habitat they need to forage. 
She is hopeful that local residents can help her with her work.

Alexandria Cosby is seeking help from Islanders in her PhD 
research on the little brown bat.

Shutterstock
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M’CHIGEENG—Thanks 
to the efforts of students of 
Central Manitoulin Pub-
lic School (Mindemoya), 
Lakeview Public School 
and the Gore Bay Fish 
and Game Club (GBFGC), 
healthy Chinook salm-
on were stocked in the 
M’Chigeeng River last 
week.

“The GBFGC wants to 
commend Patti Jo Woods 
(CMPS teacher) and her 
Grade 3 class who, with 
the guidance of Dave Rob-
inson, the school’s friend-
ly custodian, for the excel-
lent job they did in raising 
these Chinook salmon,” 
said Ian Anderson, of the 
GBFGC. 

Mr. Anderson ex-
plained, “They have col-
lectively contributed to 
future stocks of salmon for 
the waters around Mani-
toulin and we thank them 
for their diligent work.” 
The GBFGC collected the 
fish eggs and gave them 
to CMPS to raise in their 
micro-hatchery over the 

winter.
“Aanii, welcome. We 

would like to take this 
opportunity to respectful-
ly acknowledge that we 
are gathered here today 
in the Robinson Huron 
Treaty Area and Manito-
ulin Treaties of 1836 and 
1862,” said Ms. Woods in 
welcoming everyone to 
the event. “We would like 
to acknowledge Lakeview 
Public School and M’Chi-
geeng First Nation. We 
would also like to recog-
nize all the Anishinabek 
of this territory on Mni-
doo Mnising. Miigwetch 
for sharing this place 
with us today.”

“My name is Ms. 
Woods, and I am the 
Grade 3 teacher at CMPS. 
I am very honoured to be 
here today to help release 
the chinook salmon that 
we raised at CMPS.”

“At this time, I would 
like to acknowledge some 
of our special guests who 
have joined us for this oc-
casion,” said Ms. Woods. 
She acknowledged Mr. 
Anderson, Lisa Cor-
biere-Addison, Rainbow 
District School Board 
trustee, Julie Harris, the 
Grade 3 teacher at Lakev-
iew, Ms. Jo, an education 
assistant at Lakeview and 
Geraldine Ense McGre-
gor, elder and knowledge 
keeper of M’Chigeeng 
First Nation.

Mr. Anderson outlined 
the process of raising and 
releasing the Chinook 
salmon and answered 
questions from students 
and community members 
on hand. 

Ms. Woods invited Ms. 

McGregor who provided a 
blessing/prayer and hon-
oured the fish and water 
with a feast bundle. She 
then led the Grade 3 stu-
dents from Lakeview in 
drumming and singing 
the water song.

The Grade 3 and Grade 
7 students of CMPS then 

talked about the Chinook 
salmon and how they 
raised them in a con-
trolled environment.

“Thank you, miigwetch 
for joining us today,” said 
Ms. Woods. “We would 
like to especially thank all 
the students that are here 
from CMPS and Lakev-
iew for participating in 
this event. Ian Anderson, 
Geraldine Ense-McGre-
gor and Julie Harris who 
helped organize this day. 
As a token of our appre-
ciation, we would like to 
present you with these 
gifts of tobacco and CMPS 

honey. To all the commu-
nity members, parents, 
guardians, we hope you 
had a wonderful experi-
ence with us and we look 
forward to seeing you 
next year.”

Manitoulin Island students help stock fish into river

Gore Bay Fish and Game Club member Ian Anderson outlined the process of raising and releasing 
the Chinook salmon that were raised by students at Central Manitoulin Public School in a micro-
hatchery this past winter. A total of 72 healthy fish were planted in the M’Chigeeng River.

Central Manitoulin Public School students raised chinook 
salmon over the winter months.

Students were not dismayed at the wet weather.



PAGE 16 — THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR	 Wednesday, April 24, 2024

the lab administration.” 
Barb and Dave had met by 
this time, and they were 
dating.

On September 27, 1969, 
the couple tied the knot in 
Kenmore, New York. “We 
had pleasant weather for 
our 150 guests. Dave’s old-
er brother Blaine took vid-
eos of the ceremony, his 
camera tethered to a plug. 
At one point, well into 
the ceremonial process, 
he was alerted by a guest 
that the cord for his cam-
era had been dislodged. 
He had moved around to 

get all the action and had 
accidentally pulled out 
the cord. Unfortunately, 
he had missed much of 
the ceremony. Neverthe-
less, the wedding went 
off with no other hitches, 
and the couple was soon 
on the way to their hon-
eymoon location. “I had 
left specific instructions,” 
Barb declares, “no deco-
rations on the car.” True 
to their promise, nothing 
was stuck on the outside 
of the car. However, the 
inside was filled to the 
brim with paper flowers. 
“That night Dave had a 
flower stuck to his back-
side when we walked into 
our hotel,” Barb added, 
smiling.

“We only spent a brief 
time in Muskoka. It was 
raining a lot, so we came 
back to the Island to 
spend the rest of our time 
at the South Baymouth 
cottage. Then we headed 
back to Willowdale to our 
apartment so Dave could 
go back to work for Bell.” 
Barb started to look for 
employment in her new 
location. She found work 
with a general practi-
tioner for two years. This 
job was followed by work 
at a rehabilitation hospi-
tal where she would spend 
10 years. “We had left the 
apartment after two years 

to buy our own three-bed-
room house in Willow-
dale.” In 1974, they moved 
again, this time to a home 
in Thornhill where they 
lived until 1981. It was also 
a brick bungalow, like the 
first home and it also had 
a large yard. “The same 
year, we bought Barb’s 
aunt and uncle’s house on 
South Bay, and we visited 
as often as we could.”

“We moved to the Island 
in 1981. Dave transferred 
to the Bell office in Sud-
bury but managed to do 
much of his work on Man-
itoulin. We built the big 
house, recently sold, fur-
ther east on this land and 
settled the family there. 
The kids took the bus to 
school and began to en-
joy life on a farm. A small 
4.5-acre section next to 
Highway 6 was later sev-
ered so we could build our 
retirement home here.” 
Dave later found work 
with Manitoulin Tel so 
he could spend more time 
on the Island. “I stayed at 
Manitoulin Tel for about 
seven years and then left 
to do full-time farming, 
which I love.” Barb would 
help during calving sea-
son for a month each 
spring and fall. She also 
found secretarial work 
with a local chiropractor 
at the time. 

“Both children, Brett 
and Jennifer, were born 
in Toronto but they loved 
being on the Manitoulin 
farm. The family kept a 
steady supply of about 300 
cattle and various bulls. 
Walter the bull is featured 
in one of the photos in 
about 1990. Jennifer re-
ally enjoyed the riding 
horses we had. She would 
be on them often, usually 

on Lakeshore Road. One 
day Flipper, her favourite 
horse, stopped dead in his 
tracks and didn’t want to 
continue. It took a while 
to convince the horse to 
move ahead. Jennifer 
found out the next day 
that there had been a bob-
cat spotted in the area.” 

“Today Brett lives in 
St. Mary’s in the London 
area where he works for 
a large factory that makes 
body moldings for cars . 
His wife Megan is a Pres-
byterian minister in Mil-
verton. They have three 
boys, Aaron, 17, in Grade 
12, Levi 13, in Grade 8, and 
Caleb, 11, in Grade 6. Jen-
nifer lives in Marmora, 
near Peterborough where 
she works from home in 
journalism. She writes 
articles for the Epoch 
Times, which includes 

some very interesting ar-
ticles. She has one son, 
Gabriel, 12, in Grade 7. 
Her husband Dave Cow-
an is a mechanic with his 
own garage and a contract 
with the Belleville EMS.”

“As previously men-
tioned, when they were 
young, all four grandchil-
dren would visit in the 
summer and they all came 

to love the Island. We of-
ten swam at Providence 
Bay, or we would jump 
on the ATV at the farm to 
check out the cattle and 
feed them round bales of 
hay, about ten bales per 
week. Occasionally grain 
was added for the 300 cat-
tle. The children loved to 
help with those tasks.” 

Were either of you 
named after anyone? 
Dave: “My parents had 
run out of names, so I was 
named by the nurse that 
delivered me, in the old 
hospital in Mindemoya.” 

Fondest memory? Both 
declared it was their wed-
ding. 

An important oth-
er memory? Dave: “My 
brand-new car at age 19. It 
was a 1966 Ford Fairlane 
Convertible.” 

Favourite pets? “Dud-
ley our border collie. He 
would only bark if the 
cows were out of their 
pen.” 

Specific chores when 
you were a child? Dave: 
“Dad died when I was 14, 
so there were lots of farm 
chores to do. My younger 
brother and I were soon 
doing most of dad’s tasks.” 

Favourite season? Fall 
and hunting for Dave. 
Summer for Barb, who 
enjoys gardening.

Collections? Barb: “fine 
China” and for Dave, 
“raising collections of 
cows.” 

Favourite family hol-
iday? “Marineland and 
Canada’s Wonderland 
when the kids were under 
10 years old.” 

Favourite television 
show? “Old sitcoms like 
Lucy, Dick Van Dyke, 
Perry Mason and Fox 
News.” Your first hourly 
wage? Dave: “One dollar 
an hour in the summer 
at the Lands and Forest 
Station on Lakeshore Rd. 
I was 15.” 

What are your 
strengths? Dave: “Farm-
ing and splicing wires.” 
Barb: “Organization and 
paperwork.” 

What do you still want 
to do? Both: “Retire, but 

...Now and Then: Dave and Barb McCauley
...continued from page 5

...continued on page 21

Brett McCauley and his partner Pastor Megan.

Brett’s sons Levi, Aaron and Caleb in 2023.
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MUNICIPALITY OF 
CENTRAL MANITOULIN

TENDER FOR GRAVEL
Sealed tenders will be received by the 

undersigned up to and including 
May 3rd at 12:00 p.m. (noon) for:

• Granular A 
• Granular B broken 3” minus

The lowest of any tender will not necessarily be 
accepted and tenders are subject to the approval 

of Municipal Council. 
Tender forms may be obtained by contacting the 

undersigned.

Hayley Nicklasson, Administrative Assistant
P.O. Box 420

6020 Highway 542,
Mindemoya, ON

P0P 1S0

Phone: (705)377-5726
Fax: (705) 377-5585

Email: hnicklasson@centralmanitoulin.ca

FOR RENT
2 BED, 1 BATH (only 1 left!)

New construction (with stairs) 4-plex 
at 473 Queensway in Espanola. 
Available May or June for $2,150 

plus utilities; includes appliances +.
Call/Text Olivadel Developments 

705-863-0487

church 
services

King James Bible Church, 
Providence Bay worships every 
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12 
noon. For more information call 
705-348-2229.

30tfn

A Covenanting Service for 
Reverend Susan Peverley will 
be held on Sunday, April 28 at 
3 pm at Knox United Church in 
Manitowaning. Refreshments 
to follow. Everyone is welcome.

49c

An evening of Contem-
porary Inspirational Music, 
Saturday, April 26 at 7 pm at 
St. John’s Anglican Church, 
Kagawong. Refreshments 
provided, donations appreciat-
ed. Proceeds of fundraiser to 
repair stained glass window.

tfn

Knox United Church rum-
mage sale in Manitowaning 
is open Wednesdays to Sat-
urdays from 10 am to 3 pm. 
Clothing, shoes, books, house-
hold and  miscellaneous items.

47-49p

Manitoulin Community Choir 
in concert Friday, May 3 at 7:30 
pm in the Kagawong Park Cen-
tre and Sunday, May 5 at 2:30 
pm at the Spring Bay Church. 
Admission is $10 each or $25 
for a family. Or attend our 
dress rehearsal by donation on 
Tuesday, April 30 at 7:15 pm 
at the Kagawong Park Centre.

48-49c

Mindemoya Hospital Auxil-
iary is having their spring ba-
zaar, bake sale and luncheon 
on Saturday, May 11. The 
sale runs from 11 am to 2 pm 
and the luncheon is available 
from 11:30 am to 1 pm. The 
cost of the luncheon is $15 
for adults, $10 for ages 6 to 
12 and under $5 is free. The 
event will be held at the Min-
demoya Community Centre.

49-51c

Enjoy an afternoon of country 
music with George Williamson 
and Friends at the Sheguian-
dah Seniors’ Hall from 1 to 4 pm 
on May 5. Refreshments avail-
able. Donation basket for the 
Senior’s Club will be available.

49-50p

coming 
events

coming 
events

for sale

Ferguson tractor, 80 HP, new 
tires and back rims, rebuilt carb 
and tuned up. Asking $3,200. 
Call Charlie, 705-368-0089. 

47-48p

in  
memoriam

LEU—In loving memory of 
our beloved wife, mother and 
grandmother, Lynn Leu, who 
passed away April 27, 2021. 
Forever in the hearts of your 
family and friends.
Loved always, husband Ken, 
son Chris and grandsons Jar-
rett and Malcolm.

49c

in  
memoriam

Legion  
events

Come join the Little  
Current Royal Canadian Le-
gion, 15 Vankoughnet St. 
West,  for a breakfast brunch 
on Sunday, May 5 from 10 
am to 1 pm. $10 per person.

47-50p

RCL BR 177 Little Current 
Elections May 8, 2024 at 7pm 
Upstairs hall, 7pm Annual 
General Meeting followed by 
initiation of new members, then 
elections will be held. Please 
bring proof of membership. 
Please gather downstairs 
in the club room and you 
will be brought up when 
we are ready to start.
Please email if you have any 
questions or concerns lcmem-
bership.br177@outlook.com

49-51p

livestock

25, two-year-old and year-
ling Charolais bulls. Call 
705-282-7371 after 7 pm.

46-51c

notice
Gore Bay United Church 
Food Cupboard is open every 
Thursday from  12 noon to 3 
pm. Come to the church side 
door (facing McQuarrie Motors). 
You will be invited into the Food 
Cupboard to choose your food 
items. If you don’t have a bag, 
there are some available. If you 
have any questions, please call 
705-282-2011.  Messages are 
checked daily. Everyone is wel-
come. 

Tfn

personal

Single, honest, caring and 
easy going 69-year-old gen-
tleman looking for a lady com-
panion to share all that life has 
to offer. I don’t drink or smoke. 
Feel free to drink if you do. 
Please only non-smokers are 
welcome. I live in Elliot Lake. I 
am willing to relocate if need be. 
I can move, I’m not a tree, lol! I 
am for real. If interested please 
call Bob, 705-923-8819. We 
will never know unless we try.

49-50c

rental
One bedroom fully furnished 
apartment for rent on the wa-
terfront in Little Current. Move 
in condition with fully-equipped 
kitchen, bedroom. Bathroom 
linen supplied. Washer and 
dryer on premises. Suitable for 
single, nonsmoker quiet person 
with references. One parking 
space. $1,450 per month, util-
ities, satellite TV and Starlink 
highspeed internet included. 
First and last required. Avail-
able May 1. Call 705-690-4194.

48-49p

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support and 
promote positive family rela-
tionships on Manitoulin and the 
North Shore. Violence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Out-
reach Counseling Crisis Line 
705-377-5160; Toll Free Crisis 
Line 800-465-6788; Children’s 
Services: Early ON Child and 
Family Centre, Little Current 
Child Care, Mindemoya Child 
Care 705-368-3400; Help Cen-
tre: Thrift Shop & Food Bank 
705-368-3400; Administration 
705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to 
help family and friends of alco-
holics. Changed attitudes can 
aid recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola Al-
Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, An-
glican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to On-
tarioNorthAl-Anon.com. Please 
note the only Alateen meetings 
available in Northern Ontario 
are on a mobile app. Look for 
the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn

services

Are you a cancer patient un-
dergoing or recovering from 
treatment? Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver or 
supporting someone with can-
cer? The Manitoulin Cancer 
Support Group (MCSG) may 
provide you with resources 
and opportunities to share ex-
periences as well as give or 
receive support with others 
who have travelled this similar 
cancer journey. This group is 
open to anyone with any type 
of cancer, is free to join and will 
be rotated to different parts of 
the Island. This group will al-
ternate meetings on weekdays 
and weekends. The schedule 
is as follows: Sunday May 26 
at the Gore Bay Legion, 2 to 
4 pm. Wednesday, June 26 at 
the Mindemoya Town Cham-
bers, 2 to 4 pm. No meeting in 
July. Sunday, August 25 at the 
Manitowaning Family Health 
Team 2 to 4 pm. For more in-
formation please contact: Terry 
Mackenzie, 705-507-0433, 
tand jmackenz ie@hotmai l .
com; Bonnie Young, 705-377-
4998; Ann Cranston, 705 282-
7531, bnannc@gmail.com.

tfn

Christian Counselling: Alco-
hol, addiction, anxiety, children, 
depression, drugs, faith, grief, 
illness, marriage, PTSD, salva-
tion, sin, etc. Free and confiden-
tial. King James Bible Church, 
705-885-8951, cc.manitoulin@
gmail.com.

Tfn

services

thank  you
The Clark family would like 
to thank everyone for vis-
its, food, messages, cards, 
phone calls and donations 
made in memory of our fa-
ther and grandfather Cam. 

Thank you to Simpson 
Funeral Home for their 
support and catering 
the delicious luncheon. 
Special thanks to Jeff Heit-
kamp for the lovely service. 
In his 99 years Cam saw a lot 
of changes but one thing  re-
mained the same – his love for 
his family. “He will be missed”

49p

thank  you
thank  you

wanted
Donate your old car or truck 
or farm tractor, etc., or even an 
old metal boat to our church. 
We can send a truck right to you 
to pick these up, and in return 
you will receive an income tax 
receipt for the scrap value of 
your donation to St. Bernard’s 
Church, Little Current. Please, 
no smaller items such as fridg-
es, stoves, hot water tanks, etc. 
Contact Tony Ferro at 705-368-
3066 or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Cash for your older road 
car sedan, six to 10 years, 
Cadillac, Chrysler, Buick 
etc. Call 705-988-4926.

48-49c

yard sale

Yard sale at the Little Current 
United Church on Thursday, 
April 25 from 8 am to 4 pm; 
Friday, April 26 from 8 am to 4 
pm; Saturday , April 27 from 8 
am to 12 noon. Money earned 
goes to the Little Current United 
Church and Mission and Ser-
vice. Something for everyone!

47-49p

Lyons Memorial United 
Church in Gore Bay is holding 
a Spring Rummage Sale on 
Friday, April 26 from 9 am to 
1 pm and Saturday, April 27 
from 9 am to 12 noon. This 
sale will include everything we 
have! Something for everyone 
, spring and summer clothing, 
linens, books, houseware, 
yard stuff and more. Donations 
will be accepted at the back 
of the church Monday through 
Wednesday, during sale week 
between 9 am and 12 noon. 
Thank you, we couldn’t have 
a sale without our many ter-
rific supporters who drop off 
their donations. Proceeds go 
toward our Community Out-
reach Programs. We hope you 
can drop by and pick up some 
nice items. See you at the sale!

48-49p

Multi-family yard sale, Satur-
day, April 27 at 11 Willson Court, 
Manitowaning (in Clover Valley) 
from 9 am to 3 pm. Treasures 
for everyone! Follow the signs!

49p

Proceeds to The Rotary Club of Gore Bay

LIFE ON THE FARM
LOVE OF THE LAND

A NIGHT OF SONG AND POETRY
WITH VERNON BAILEY AND JOHN MCCLENEGHAN
FEATURING THE POETRY OF CHARLIE SMITH OF MASSEY, ON

Doors open at 6:30,  7 pm Curtain

$25 per person - LIMITED SEATING
Advance sales - Central Pharmacy or at the Door

Further info and tickets call:
Jeff - 705 282 2630 or Moray - 519 281 9492

Saturday, April 27
at the Gore Bay Community Hall

LIGHT HEARTED ENTERTAINMENT

Proceeds to The Rotary Club of Gore Bay

LIFE ON THE FARM
LOVE OF THE LAND

A NIGHT OF SONG AND POETRY
WITH VERNON BAILEY AND JOHN MCCLENEGHAN
FEATURING THE POETRY OF CHARLIE SMITH OF MASSEY, ON

Doors open at 6:30,  7 pm Curtain

$25 per person - LIMITED SEATING
Advance sales - Central Pharmacy or at the Door

Further info and tickets call:
Jeff - 705 282 2630 or Moray - 519 281 9492

Saturday, April 27
at the Gore Bay Community Hall

LIGHT HEARTED ENTERTAINMENT

Want to share an Want to share an 
opinion or a  opinion or a  

comment?comment? 

Share it in a letter 
to the Editor!

Emails received at 
editor@manitoulin.com

Is alcohol a problem? AA 
may be able to help. Meetings 
7 days a week - visit www.
area84aa.org or call 705-210-
2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support and 
promote positive family rela-
tionships on Manitoulin and the 
North Shore. Violence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Out-
reach Counseling Crisis Line 
705-377-5160; Toll Free Crisis 
Line 800-465-6788; Children’s 
Services: Early ON Child and 
Family Centre, Little Current 
Child Care, Mindemoya Child 
Care 705-368-3400; Help Cen-
tre: Thrift Shop & Food Bank 
705-368-3400; Administration 
705-368-3400.
                                             Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking? Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to 
help family and friends of alco-
holics. Changed attitudes can 
aid recovery. Stepping Stones 
Al-Alon Group:  Espanola Al-
Anon, Tuesdays at 7 pm, An-
glican Church, 213 Tudhope 
Street, Espanola, 705-869-
6595. For more information 
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-
425-2666, M-F, 8 am - 6 pm 
ET) http://www.al-anon.org. For 
meetings including electronic 
in Northern Ontario go to On-
tarioNorthAl-Anon.com. Please 
note the only Alateen meetings 
available in Northern Ontario 
are on a mobile app. Look for 
the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.
                                             Tfn

Questions or concerns 
about diabetes? We can 
help. Please contact the MHC 
Diabetes Training and Care 
Centre. Individual and group 
appointments available with 
a registered nurse or dietitian 
certified in diabetes education. 
Clinics in Little Current, Min-
demoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

                   Tfn
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services

church 
services

King James Bible Church, 
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Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12 
noon. For more information call 
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services

Having a 

YARD 
SALE?

Advertise in the 
classifieds for as low as 

$8 +HST
Call 705-368-2744 or email 

sales@manitoulin.com
to place your ad!
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In memory of our loved ones

Earl McGibbon 1904-1964
Louise McGibbon 1900-1992

Lorne Earl McQuarrie 1955-1984
Jenna McQuarrie 1989-1989
Ryan Earl Leets 1983-2017
John McQuarrie 1931-2022

Forever loved,  
Glennys McGibbon and Arlene McQuarrie

Expression Of Interest
The Township of Assiginack is currently accepting
Expressions of Interest for Mobile Food Vendors

on municipal property for the 2024 Season.

The deadline for applications is Friday, May 3 at 4:00pm. 
Applications may be submitted to the Clerk via email at: 

hferguson@assiginack.ca or may be dropped off to the Municipal 
Office at 156 Arthur Street in Manitowaning by the deadline.

Questions may be directed to Heidi Ferguson at: 
hferguson@assiginack.ca or call (705) 859-3196.

For more information, please visit our website at: 
https://www.assiginack.ca/rfp-tenders/

LEESON’S
OF MANITOWANING

in association with 
ELLIOT LAKE 

MONUMENTS
Here to serve your 
monument needs.

For appointments call or email:

705-822-7706
leesonbertha@gmail.com

Upstairs hall, 7pm Annual General Meeting followed by 
initiation of new members, then elections will be held.  

PLEASE BRING PROOF OF MEMBERSHIP. 

Please gather downstairs in the club room and you will be 
brought up when we are ready to start.

Please email if you have any questions or concerns  
lcmembership.br177@outlook.com

 Death Notice

ELWOOD LEWIS 
February 11, 1931 - January 18, 2024 

Friends and family are invited to a 
graveside service to lay Elwood 

Lewis to rest at the Grimesthorpe 
Cemetery on Saturday, April 27, 2024 
at 11 am. A time of fellowship will fol-
low at the Providence Bay Community 
Centre.

MARY CATHERINE SMELTZER 
 (nee Caddel) 

March 27, 1935 - April 15, 2024 

Reunited into the loving arms of her 
husband Douglas at the age of 89. 

Devoted mother of Timothy Smeltzer 
(Liisa 2022), Paul Smeltzer (Kathleen), 
Jayne Thrasher (Patrick 2001), Jamie 
Smeltzer (2021), Lisa Beneteau 
(Lawrence) and Peter Smeltzer, (Deb-
bie). Cherished grandma to 12 grand-

children and GG to 19 great-grandchildren. Predeceased 
by her parents Wallace and Elsie Caddel; her siblings Mor-
rison Caddel (Gail), Murla Finley (Paul), Margaret Can-
nard (Doug), Deanna Petersen (Grant) and Ivor Caddel 
(Irene). She will be dearly missed by her many relatives 
and many friends. Mary Catherine will be fondly remem-
bered as a dedicated member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star for 63 years, serving as a Worthy Matron as well as 
several other capacities.  She was a life long fan of the 
Toronto Blue Jays. Mary Catherine was a very proud 
“Haweater”, through and through, and considered Mani-
toulin home. At Mary Catherine’s request a private family 
service has taken place with interment  at Rose Hill Ceme-
tery. If you so desire, donations may be made to Erie 
Shores Health Centre. Arrangements entrusted to James 
H. Sutton Funeral Home, 401 Sandwich St S, Amherst-
burg, ON, 519-736-2134., Share a memory or sign the 
book of condolence at http://www.jhsuttonfuneral.ca. 
 
MARGARET  (MARGIE)ELEANOR 

STRINGER  
(nee Clark) 

October 21, 1947 - April 15, 2024 

Margie passed away peace-
fully at the age of 76 with 
family by her side on April 

15, 2024 at the Manitoulin Health Cen-
tre. Margie was born on October 21, 
1947 to Donald Clark and Eleanor 
(Patterson) Clark of Kagawong. 
Margie loved farming alongside her 

husband and life partner of 58 years, Tom Stringer (pre-
deceased). She was a thoughtful and gentle person who 
was passionate about caregiving, gardening, books, and 
music. Margie was known for her selflessness, always put-
ting the needs of others before her own, especially her 
family. She will be forever missed by her children Sharon 
(Bob), Leanne (Ron), Dwayne (predeceased), Heather 
(Rob), Janyn (Brent), her grandchildren Caitlyn, Amanda, 
Randi-lyn, Riley, Liam, Caleb, Cole, Kayla and great-
grandchildren Aviah, Nixon, and Adler. Margie is survived 
by her siblings Allen, Marilyn, Ken, Ann, and Jim. A pri-
vate family visitation will be held on April 20, 2024.  
A celebration of life will be held at a later date to honour 
the life of Margie and her beloved husband, Tom, who 
passed just two months before his soulmate. 

Burial Notice
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of his musical journey.
In a surprise appear-

ance, Island Singer alum-
ni Jim Smith arrived in 
costume hauling a vin-
tage milk can in order to 
reprise his Tevia from 
Fiddler on the Roof. With 
wife Joanne on keyboard, 
Mr. Smith’s hilarious ren-
dition brought the house 
down.

A series of folk songs 
were performed as part of 
the afternoon repertoire 
courtesy of Ben Lentir 
and friends, including his 
son George, who was part 
of the Island Singer male 
section.

“This was amazing,” 
said Ms. Anstice follow-
ing the performance. “It 
was so wonderful to see, 
and hear, so many incred-
ible voices.” She admits 
that the choral group she 

headed up and helped or-
ganize for many years is 
in good hands.

Jane Best, whose efforts 
on behalf of the choir have 
also been considerable 
through the years, agreed 
wholeheartedly. Ms. Best 
heads up the Manitoulin 
Community Choir, which 
is itself celebrating over 
a decade of bringing mu-
sic to the Island and her 
group was given a shout-
out by Mr. Theijsmeijer 
during the show.

“I was volunteered,” 
laughed chorister Tam-
my Bryan-Walsh, who is 
new to the Island Singers 
ranks when asked how 
she became involved. 
Ms. Walsh is a familiar 
voice at Island karaoke 
evenings and had attend-
ed a gathering the choral 
group had hosted. Is she 

hooked? “Oh, I think so,” 
she laughed, having thor-
oughly enjoyed the expe-
rience.

George Lentir said that, 
despite the music being 
slightly outside his com-
fort zone (he can often be 
found performing coun-
try, Gospel and bluegrass 
standards with his father 
Ben) he enjoyed the eve-
ning’s performance as 
well.

Laura Hunter, the new 
executive director of 
Manitoulin Legal Clinic 
and spouse of accompa-
nist Mr. McCormick (he 
of Arrogant Worm fame), 
said that she has always 
been involved in choir 
groups and it was one of 
the first things she sought 
out when coming to Man-
itoulin. She said that join-
ing the group was a great 
way to get to meet people 
in the community.

The Island Singers 
lineup included sopranos 
Clau Arcand, Annalee 
Cooper, Wendy Gauthier, 
Crystal Lentir, Heather 
Theijsmeijer, Tammy 
Bryan-Walsh, Michelle 
Cooper, Laura Hunter, 
Jane Prosser, Mary Jo 
Tracey, Lydia Burkein, 
Emily Deegan, Maggie 
Leclair and Holly Scott; 
altos Cecilia Baumann, 
Jakeline Bran, Barba-
ra Grigg, Ramona Jag-
gard, Maya Baumann, 
Jade Danville, Lianne 
Hovingh, Willa Wilson, 
Donna Beam, Kari Ger-
hard and Courtney Os-
wald; tenors Brian Bird, 
Dick Maloney, Stephanie 
Steele, Jason Forrest, Jor-
dan Moore, Peter Gordon 
and Kirsten Nelson; and 
bass Raymond Baumann, 
John Diebolt, Chris Lit-
ster, Jack Varieur, Kev-
in De Jong, Barry Grigg, 
Arik Theijsmeijer, David 
Williamson, Ben Dewar, 
George Lentir and Ethan 
Theijsmeijer. 

The choral group al-
ways has an ear out for 
more voices. Contact Mr. 
Theijsmeijer at 705-968-
0404 or email IslandSing-
ers1@gmail.com to be 
added to their mailing 
list for upcoming per-
formances or to find out 
more about becoming 
part of the group.

...Island Singers celebrate 60th in front of sellout crowd

...continued from page 4

Classical pianist Mason Animikwan reacts to the spontaneous 
standing ovation which greeted his original work.

Soloist Peter Gordon joined harpist Jane Best in presenting the 
Irish folk song ‘The Isle of Skye.’
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we still have some cows 
on the farm, and they 
will have to be sold first. 
Also, we would like to see 
the West Coast again and 
travel to the East Coast.” 

What did you enjoy 

most as a parent? Barb: 
“Spending time with 
the kids. Jennifer and I 

would go to the Costco in 
Barrie before we got one 
here in Sudbury. It would 
be a girls’ weekend. Brett 
and I went to Columbus, 
Ohio once to check out a 

big gymnasium there.” 
Organizations you were 

involved with? “The Cat-
tleman’s Association.” 

What are you most 
afraid of? Barb: “Bats.” 
For Dave, “losing our in-
dependence. I have an 
older sister, Joan, in the 
Little Current Centennial 
Manor. She couldn’t care 
for herself anymore, but 
she is doing fine there 
now.” 

If you could only keep 
three things from this life, 
what would they be? “Our 
photos, the computer with 
the genealogy files and 
our Christmas decora-
tions.”

Looking back is there 
anything you would do 
differently if you could 
go back in time? Dave: 
“I would have stayed 

at Manitoulin Tel a few 
more years. Also, we 
might have kept the South 
Bay property, beside the 
water, a little longer.” 

What is your great-
est hope for the future? 
“Peace for the world, and 
good health for us, so we 
can travel.” 

A recipe for happiness? 
“Sharing the same inter-
ests.”

“Manitoulin is a won-
derful place. We wouldn’t 
want to live any place 
else. We have a beauti-
ful home, all on one level 
with no stairs, and we 
are surrounded by trees. 
We have clean water and 
air. Driving up here on 
the Bruce Peninsula, we 

could already notice the 
difference between air 
quality here and our To-
ronto environment. We 
sleep better here, feel 
more energetic and we 
eat healthier. We like the 
friendly people on the Is-
land. We are aware of a 

keener sense of commu-
nity. Whenever we go out, 
we see people we know. 
That never happened in 
Toronto. Seeing a famil-
iar face, just around the 
corner, is a big bonus for 
living on Manitoulin.” 

...continued from page 21

...Now and Then: Dave and Barb McCauley

The new family home.

The original farmhouse, now sold.

Land sale deed from the 
early days of settlement.

A calf who needs a bit of tender loving care is brought into the heated office.
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Firefighter Kyleen 
Robertson, left in photo, 
is presented with a five-
year service pin by Duncan 
Sinclair at a Gore Bay Joint 
Fire Department reception 
held April 17. 

Little Current, Manitoulin Island Wednesday, March 29, 2023

• Careers • Sports • Manitoulin People
Styles

Little Current, Ontario Wednesday, April 24, 2024
Goaltender stock continues 

to rise in NHL
Carter George is doing everything 

right in the eyes of NHL scouts. The 
young net-minder, with years of good 
decisions and hard work, has positioned 
himself in the best possible place to be 
for the upcoming NHL draft. His most 
recent opportunity to showcase his pro-
ready skills is being named to compete in 
the 2024 IIHF World U18 Championships 
to be held in Finland later this month. 

This newest feather in his cap adds 
to a Team Canada Gold at the Hlinka – 
Gretzky Cup and an OHL season that has 
often defied statistics. He plays with the 
Owen Sound Attack who are struggling 
to keep their heads above the 0.500 mark, 
although with Carter’s stellar numbers 
you would think he is playing for one of 
the league’s best teams. He has impres-
sively been the top or in the mix of num-
ber of saves, shutouts, save percentages, 
etc.

The fun gets started tomorrow, April 
25! Since 2002, Canada has won four gold 
medals at the IIHF U18 World Champi-
onship (2003, 2008, 2013, 2021), in addi-
tion to one silver (2005) and four bronze 
(2012, 2014, 2015, 2023). Having already 
played pre-tournament games, they will 
face off against Sweden. Canada will also 
face Czechia on April 26, Switzerland on 
April 28 and Kazakhstan on April 30 to 
close out preliminary-round action. The 
semifinals are set for May 4 before the 
tournament concludes with the medal 
games on May 5!

The 2024 draft will reportedly be held 
at Sphere in Las Vegas, with the first 
round June 28 and Rounds 2 to 7 on June 
29. The NHL Draft Lottery to determine 
the first 16 picks in the draft has yet to be 
determined. Best of luck, Carter! We are 
pulling for you!

Island elementary badminton
Noojmowin Teg Health Centre, in 

partnership with the local school boards, 
hosted the 2024 Mnidoo Mnising Elemen-
tary School Badminton Championships 
today at the 4 Directions Complex in 
AOK. Forty-nine athletes competed in 

singles and doubles. Congratulations to 
the medal winners and participants!

Some of the medal winners includ-
ed: Nova Debassige, Brinley Watson, 
Amber Brizuela, Dylan Bebonang, 
Rowyn Kasunich and Tessa Ense-Wa-
bonosse. Full results to follow.

Earth Day grump
As I write, it is Earth Day and should 

likely have very little space in a sports’ 
column. As a fan of sports and especial-
ly activities in the outdoors, I have the 
chance to see the results of people acting 
badly in nature! Standing around, or on 
the water this spring trying to catch a 
fish, I am constantly reminded of how 
badly nature is treated by people who 
likely claim to ‘love’ it. 

The examples are too numerous and 
delve into the ad nauseam. One example 
from this weekend encapsulates the dis-
regard some people have. On the shore 
of one of our local tributaries, I got tan-
gled up in somebody’s nasty birds nest 
of fishing line and gear. It was not the 
time to untangle the ball of line there 
and then, so I cut off my line and retied, 
throwing the ‘nest’ into my bag to bring 
home. There, I had nothing to clean 
but this mess in my tackle bag. When 
I dismantled my only prize of the day I 
figured I would be able to salvage some 
gear at the least. Examining further, this 
ball of sticks and line had no less than 5 
different types of line, 16 sinkers and 5 
hooks or jigs. What initially looked like 
one person’s greedy discard of a tangle 
turned out to be a collective result of sev-
eral ignorant people over what looked 
to be years in the making, with one jig 
hook almost rusted to nothing. This 
is a small symptom of a major disease. 
What people do when they think nobody 
is watching is bad enough, but it is not 
even being hidden? The attitude that it 
is always someone else eventually comes 
back to us. We are everybody else and we 
need to help. Wherever we are, if we just 
do one little thing to make a place better 
than when we went there to enjoy it, it 
helps. Just do it! 

GORE BAY—After close to 31 years as 
librarian at the Gore Bay Union Public 
Library, and as a volunteer at the li-
brary prior to that, Johanna Allison has 
announced she is retiring at the end of 
April.

“You have done an excellent job over 
30 years,” said Gore Bay Mayor Ron 
Lane at a retirement celebration held at 
the library last Saturday. “We are very 
proud of everything you have done for 
the library, and the library itself.”

“You have given 30 years of your life 
working at the library on behalf of the 
town, and all of Western Manitoulin, as 
this library is a union library for all of 
Western Manitoulin,” said Mayor Lane

Mayor Lane recalled when he was a 
youngster going to the library and his 
love of reading. He noted the library has 
had a long history, with the first local 
library, “the Gore Bay Mechanics Li-
brary, having opened in 1891.” At that 
time, it was not a public library until 
1895 when three public libraries were 
opened to everyone deemed a “respon-
sible person” in the community. From 
there the library operated in a number of 
private buildings in town, later moving 
to the agricultural office, the post office 
and then the old Gore Bay municipal of-
fice in 1953. The library was moved into 
the current town office in 1990.

“We have always been really well sup-
ported by the community, the library 
board and the councils,” said Ms. Alli-
son. “In my 30 years here, I have always 

had good councils and boards to work 
with.”

“I can remember the first time I 
brought my kids to the library,” stated 
Kelly Chaytor, library board chair. “The 
kids were running up and down the 
aisles and making noise. I told them they 
had to be quiet in the library. Johanna 
said not to worry, everything was okay. 
She always made us, and everyone, feel 
comfortable here.”

Ms. Allison noted when she was a 
youngster in Palmerston, “I can re-
member our librarian. She was always 
shushing everyone who was loud. And 
I remember the library would stamp the 
date on each of the books taken out. I felt 
like I was a real librarian the first time I 
could use the date stamp.”

“On behalf of the library board we 
would like to present this plaque to Jo-
hanna in recognition of your 30 years,” 
said Ms. Chaytor. “You have been amaz-
ing to work with over the years.” She 
also presented a Manitoulin quilt to Ms. 

Allison. 
As well, Ms. Chaytor noted, “the li-

brary board decided to dedicate the com-
puter room in memory of you. Congrat-
ulations on your retirement and thank 
you for your work as the librarian over 
the past 30 years.

“After 30 years and 10 months it is 
time to pass the bookmark over to a new 
librarian,” Ms. Allison said in an inter-
view with The Expositor last week. “I 
have enjoyed this job more than I ever 
imagined I would. The library has be-
come like a second home to me. The peo-
ple I have met over the years have been 
the best thing about the job. The stories 
I have heard and the friends I have made 
are countless.”

Ms. Allison explained that one of the 
hardest parts of being the librarian “was 
ordering books for a community of read-
ers. What would folks like? What was the 
best price? I felt that since I was spend-
ing public money every penny had to 
count.”

“I have always loved to read and when 
we moved here the opportunity came for 
me to volunteer at the library which led 
quickly to working part-time, then the 
librarian CEO position,” said Ms. Alli-
son. “When I started, the library had one 
computer that was for the librarian to 
use to write reports and board minutes. 
The internet was only in its infancy, and 
no one knew what to do with it. Over 
the years computers and the internet 
were added for the public to use, a colour 
printer was added for public printing, 
a new microfilm reader was purchased 
for the library’s collection of The Mani-
toulin Recorder newspaper from approx-
imately 1910 to when it stopped being 
printed.”

Ms. Allison said, “I have served with 
great people on the library board, all of 
whom had the best interest of the library 
at heart. The support from the communi-
ty has always been outstanding. I have 
also had the pleasure of working next 
door to great people at the town office 
who have been kind and willing to help 
if they were able.”

“When I hand over my keys to the new 
librarian CEO, Anya Wright, I will do so 
feeling confident that she will do a great 
job and alongside her the new assistant 
librarian will be there to support her,” 
added Ms. Allison.

Gore Bay librarian retires after 
three decades among the stacks

Gore Bay Mayor Ron Lane thanked and 
congratulated Gore Bay Union Public Library 
librarian Johanna Allison for her 30 years 
serving in this capacity at a retirement party 
held in her honour last Saturday.

A beautiful Manitoulin quilt was presented to 
Johanna Allison by Isobel Harry, a member of 
the library board and a Gordon/Barrie Island 
councillor.

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com

A half-decade 
of service!



PAGE 2A — MANITOULIN LIFESTYLES	 Wednesday, April 24, 2024

Mnaamodzawin Health Services is seeking a reliable and committed individual to  
provide community-based client centered mental health services to First Nation 
community members of Aundeck Omni Kaning, Whitefish River, Sheguiandah, 
Sheshegwaning and Zhiibaahaasing. The counsellor will work in a confidential  
environment that is interdisciplinary and values the cultural philosophy of First Nations 
communities.

Skills and Qualifications:
1. Experience working with First Nations communities and knowledge of Ojibwe 
    culture, language, traditions and treatment approaches an asset.
2. Bachelor of Social Work Degree preferred but Social Service Worker Diploma will 
    be considered.
3. Must be a member or eligible for membership with the Ontario College of Social 
    Workers and Social Service Workers. 
4. Ability to provide mental health assessment and evidence-based treatment  
    services to individuals, couples and families.
5. A minimum of two years’ experience in a mental health setting is an asset
6. Ability to liaise, as appropriate, with other First Nation, internal and external  
    providers to ensure appropriate continuum of mental health services.
7. Ability to work both independently and collaboratively.
8. Must have a valid Ontario Driver’s License and dependable vehicle.
9. Possess Standard First Aid/CPR certification or be willing to take training.
10. Experience with Microsoft computer software.
11. Experience working with electronic medical records (EMR) is an asset. 
12. Ability to assist in the development and planning of community mental health  
      resources.
13. Administrative skills include management of scheduling, health records, annual  
     work plans and tracking of services provided.

Closing Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 at 12:00 p.m.

Qualified individuals are invited to submit a cover letter, a current resume, a recent 
Vulnerable Sector Screening (within the last year), credentials, registration with 
their appropriate College, along with three current work-related references, marked 
CONFIDENTIAL, to: 

Human Resources 
Mnaamodzawin Health Services 

Postal Bag 2003, Hwy 540 
48A Hillside Road, Aundeck Omni Kaning 

Little Current, Ontario P0P 1K0
Phone: (705) 368-2182 ext. 271

Fax: 705-368-2229 
hr@mnaamodzawin.com   

*Only those candidates considered for an interview will be contacted.

Mnaamodzawin Health Services Inc
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELLOR
Temporary Position – 6 month contract

35 hours per week
Salary range: $60,628 -$72,456

            AUNDECK OMNI KANING FIRST NATION
         EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
         BAND MANAGER 
The Band Administrator is responsible for the overall efficient and effective administrative and financial 
management of the Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation Band government, its infrastructure, program 
areas and services and for keeping Chief and Council informed on all matters relating to the business of 
the First Nation.

JOB DUTIES:
• Provide leadership, supervision and direction to all Program Coordinators for the effective and efficient  
  administration of the programs and services of the First Nation, ensuring achievement of annual goals  
  and objectives and compliance with program budgets.
• Maintain direct verbal and written contact with Chief and Council. Provide monthly written reports and  
  financial statements to Chief and Council on Band operations, programs and services.
• Communicate effectively with Chief and Council, Program Coordinators, Council Committees and  
  community members to identify, plan and provide for the current and future needs of the Aundeck  
  Omni Kaning First Nation.
• Ensure that adequate financial controls, policies and procedures are in place and followed to enable 
  reliable and accurate financial reporting and effective and secure management of Band funds and  
  resources.
• Oversee and direct the infrastructure resources and systems of the First Nation. Ensure the annual  
  preparation of a five-year capital plan and budget for review and approval by Chief and Council.
• Be informed and able to communicate regarding the First Nation’s programs and services, government  
  policies and regulations.
• Implement Council decisions and policy; ensure Council motions, directions and resolutions are carried  
  out in a timely, efficient and professional manner.  Provide follow-up reports to Council.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• University degree or college diploma in public administration, business administration or a related field.
• Minimum of five (5) years’ work experience in administration at a senior management level with  
  leadership experience.
• Experience working for a First Nation government or organization.

APPLICATION TO INCLUDE:
1. Cover letter with contact information.
2. Resumé listing education and work experience.
3. At least two (2) work-related letters of reference with contact information.

Please forward applications marked CONFIDENTIAL to:

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
c/o Chief Patsy Corbiere

13 Hill Street, Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Complete job description is available at the Band Office reception desk. 
Deadline for applications is Friday, May 17, 2024 at 12:00 NOON.  

The successful candidate must provide an acceptable Police Record Check (C.P.I.C.).

by Margery Frisch
LITTLE CURRENT—Vol-
unteer week was a busy 
time for volunteers, at-
tending various apprecia-
tion events. Julie Omnet, 
activities director at the 
Manitoulin Centennial 
Manor, presented her vol-
unteers with awards of 
appreciation on Friday, 
April 19. 

Residents and volun-
teers gathered, and Ms. 
Omnet welcomed them 
all, “I wanted to thank 
all of my volunteers that 
have come today. I’m 
missing a number of peo-
ple, but there’s a lot going 
on and I have a few peo-
ple sick, which is unfor-
tunate. We have a lot of 
food to eat, so get eating. 
But I wanted to thank you 
all from the bottom of my 
heart.” Ms. Omnet then 
shared a poem about vol-
unteers, followed by an 
invitation for everyone to 
get some food.

Donna Wolfe brings 
library books to the resi-
dents. She discovered one 
of the residents is a vio-
linist and he’s now giving 
her violin lessons, once a 
week. “I haven’t played in 
40 years,” she said, “and 
now I’m learning to play 
again. There are some 
amazing people here and 
you just don’t know, until 
you talk with them.”

Ruth McDonald is fairly 
new to the Island and has 
been volunteering at the 
Manor for the last sever-
al years. She plays piano 
and accompanies four 

other singers. They come 
with the United Church 
minister and provide a 
church service monthly, 
on the third Thursday. 

Brenda Hallett has been 
volunteering and sing-
ing at the Manor for nine 
years. She also explained 
this is the first volunteer 
gathering they have had 
since COVID began. “We 
used to have them every 
year, until COVID,” she 
said. 

Mike Farquhar, though 
proud of his 15 years of 
volunteering, brushes 
off any praise by say-
ing, “Well, we’re away 
for three months every 
year.” But adds with a 
smile, “I love it. I love it.” 
He brings his guitar and 
plays and sings his own 
songs for the residents. 
“They’re a tough crowd, 
I tell you.” He also does 
sports with the residents 
on Wednesdays, “We curl 
or play bocce but I like to 
curl. The Lions Club do-
nated the curling stones. 
They’ve got bearings on 
the bottom, and they roll 
on this floor. In the nice 
weather, we move out to 
the gazebo.”

Sitting with Mr. Farqu-
har was Ed Heis, formerly 
of Sheguiandah. “Ed ran 
the Zamboni at the com-
plex,” Mr. Farquhar ex-
plained. 

“I ran the Zamboni for 
31 years,” Mr. Heis clari-
fied. “I’ve seen everything 
going on up there,” he 
said, with a laugh.

Wendy Blackie and 

Matt Hutcheson are with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and were coming to the 
Manor before COVID, a 
bible study group once a 
month. “We’ve only just 
started up again,” said 
Mr. Hutcheson.

“My husband was in 
here, but he died last sum-
mer,” Ms. Blackie said. “I 
was associated with the 
Manor because of that as 
well, but it’s nice to give 
back to the place, too.”

Several auxiliary mem-
bers, sitting together, dis-

cussed how many years 
they’ve been involved 
with the Manor. Linda 
Bowerman has been with 
them since the beginning 
and Donna Wuksinic, 
since 2009. They were vol-
unteering long before they 
became auxiliary mem-
bers. Now Ms. Wuksinic 
is president of the auxil-
iary. They listed off the 
accomplishments of their 
fundraising efforts. “The 
palliative room has been 
redone, the sitting room, 
too, all with the fundrais-

ing we have done.” In the 
past, they provided each 
resident with a birthday 
gift, and a Christmas gift, 
which were shopped for 
and wrapped by these vol-
unteers. “When COVID 
hit, we lost all that.” The 
stories, the fundraisers, 
the results of their hard 
work were astounding. 
“But now we’re all get-
ting older, we can’t do 
the things we used to do 
anymore.” Ms. Wuksin-
ic said. “It’s harder,” she 
said with a sad smile.

Administrator Don 
Cook joined the gathering 
and expressed his appre-
ciation. “I just wanted to 
say thank you and give 
my appreciation for all 
that you do. It is definitely 
appreciated by residents 
and staff. And I know ev-
eryone really enjoys it. So, 
thank you very much.” 
Despite all that the auxil-
iary and these volunteers 
do, there’s still much to 
be done and clearly, more 
help would be appreciat-
ed.

Manitoulin Centennial Manor awards volunteers for their dedication

Manor resident Ed Heis raises a glass with Manor volunteer Mike Farquhar during the Manor’s volunteer appreciation lunch.
photo by Margery Frisch

Volunteer Week
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POSITION: Interim Finance Manager 
LOCATION: Sheguiandah First Nation 
ACCOUNTABILITY: Band Manager 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS: Full-Time Contract to July 31, 2024 (with  
possibility of extension) 
HOURS OF WORK: Regular Band Office Hours (8:30am-4:30pm)
- After hours will be required 
TENTATIVE START DATE: ASAP

SHEGUIANDAH FIRST NATION 
 JOB POSTING

Under the supervision of the Band Manager of the Sheguiandah First Nation, the 
Interim Finance Manager will provide financial support and advice to all First Nation 
programs by managing daily financial operations, updating methods and maintaining an 
accurate accounting system. Assist with annual audit preparations, budget reports and
implement financial management procedures as needed and is directly responsible for 
the financial control system for all revenue and expenditures.
 
DUTIES:
• Establish and implement financial management procedures for the Sheguiandah 

First Nation.
• Responsible for all transactions generated by the computerized accounting  

system (ACCPAC).
• Assist Band Manager with audit and budget reports as well as other financial  

matters.
• Examine journal/ledger entries, statements, inventories, expenditures and other 

financial documents.
• Prepare monthly statements to various departments, submit written reports  

and analyze printed data.
• Maintain First Nation assets and investments as directed.
• Provide input and advice on human resource planning.
• Provide financial resource assistance to the Chief and Council as requested.
• Oversee and maintain the general office of the finance department.
• Represent the First Nation in negotiations or other official capacity as required.
• Supervisor finance staff to ensure that all procedures are completed properly.
• Update the ACCPAC system on a annual basis or when needed.
• Abide by the Sheguiandah First Nation Personnel Policy.
• Attend meetings, workshops and conferences as required.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Must have Grade 12 O.S.S.D plus degree or diploma in Accounting.
• Must have two (2) to five (5) years’ experience in accounting, budgeting, financial 

planning and analysis.
• Knowledge of First Nation economic issues.
• Proven supervisory and management skills.
• Excellent verbal, written and interpersonal communication skills.
• Proven computer skills in word processing, spreadsheets, Easypay and ACCPAC.
• Knowledge of Anishinabek culture and history considered an asset.

Interested applicants are asked to submit an application that includes a cover letter, 
resume, and three (3) work-related references to: 
    “Interim Finance Manager”
                                                 SFN Band Manager
     Sheguiandah First Nation 
                                                 142 Ogemah Miikan
     Sheguiandah, ON P0P 1W0
   Email:  management@sheguiandahfn.ca

Preference will be given to Indigenous applicants. 
Applicants are encouraged to self-identify.  

*We thank all applicants in advance for their interest but advise only those selected for an  
interview will be contacted.*

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ZHIIBAAHAASING FIRST NATION 
HEALTH DIRECTOR

REPORTS TO: Band Manager 
TERM: Full-Time (1), permanent upon successful  
completion of probation

POSITION OBJECTIVE
Under the Direction of the Band Manager, the Health Director will be  
responsible for coaching the Health, Cultural and Social team to plan 
and organize. The Health Director will also be responsible for developing  
related policies and procedures for approval. The Health Director will  
provide front line supervision, direction, guidance and support to the 
health department.

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES
• Supervise day to day activities of staff and ensure adherence to HR   
  policies and procedures.
• Oversee operations of Health and Social (staffing/usage/troubleshoot 
  problem areas).
• Support staff with preparation of funding reports (financial/narrative).
• Oversee policies and procedures for designated programs and make 
  recommendations/decisions.
• Research health related information topics that would assist in meeting 
  the community health needs.
• Ability to multi-task and work with a high level of confidentiality, tact and 
  discretion.
• Other duties and responsibilities as assigned.

QUALIFICATIONS
• Minimum 2 years related health services experience.
• Strong knowledge or awareness of a wide range of health issues  
  specific to First Nations.

WORKING CONDITIONS
• Travel and weekend work may be required at times.

HOW TO APPLY
Please forward your cover letter, resume and three (3) work references 

by email to:
melanie@zhiibaahaasing.org

 RE: Health Director

Volunteer Week

by Margery Frisch 
LITTLE CURRENT—A 
good crowd responded 
to the invitation for vol-
unteers to come out and 
let NEMI Mayor Al Mac-
Nevin and council mem-
bers show their appreci-
ation and say thank you 
on Wednesday evening, 
April 17.

 “It’s great to see you all 
here.” Mayor MacNevin 
said, “We’re here in rec-
ognition of the hard work 
you all do in the commu-
nity in terms of volunteer-
ing and making our com-
munity a great place to 
live. We really appreciate 
your efforts.” He spoke for 
several minutes, his jokes 
well received. “Oh look, 
I dropped a drink ticket 
and no one dove for it.” 

The Curling Club 
lounge was beautifully 

decorated by Lisa Hallaert 
and her group of young 
volunteers. The colours 
of black and gold domi-
nated, with gold balloons 
throughout the room. Ms. 
Hallaert also looked after 
the food, and there was 
lots of delicious food for 
everyone to enjoy. There 
were beverages as well, 
each person receiving one 
drink ticket and, at each 
place setting, a small bot-
tle of maple syrup for the 
volunteers to take home.

Mayor MacNevin inter-
rupted the conversations 
throughout the room 
to interject, “As well as 
thanking Lisa for her 
efforts in making this a 
wonderful evening, I just 
found out, it’s a surprise 
to everyone else, except 
Lisa, I guess, that it’s her 
birthday.” And the crowd 

burst into a hearty round 
of ‘Happy Birthday’ to Ms. 
Hallaert.

The Little Current Hos-
pital Auxiliary was out in 
full force, with 10 mem-
bers present including 
Dawn Orr, who was doing 
double duty, not only as 
chair of the auxiliary, but 
also as a NEMI council 
member. 

A good number of mem-
bers of the Pickleball Club 
were also in attendance. 
Happy to talk about their 
sport, “Pickleball is the 
fastest growing sport 
in the adult population 
across Canada,” said Gar-
ry Wolfe, one of the found-
ing members of the Little 
Current Pickleball Club, 
which had its beginnings 
in 2009.

The auxiliary members 
of the Manitoulin Centen-

nial Manor were there. 
Volunteer firefighters 
took up a table, the Legion, 
the Lions and the musi-
cians who play down at 
the Cenotaph all came out 
to the appreciation night. 
There were several tables 
of people representing dif-
ferent organizations and 
activities in the area: the 
museum, fish and game, 

curling club, the ski club. 
And there were several 
organizations whose vol-
unteers were unable to 
attend or did not wish to 
be acknowledged for the 
work that they do.

The interests and activ-
ities of the town are nu-
merous and diverse and, 
fortunately, there are vol-
unteers willing to step up 

and help out, but there’s 
always room for more 
volunteers, in fact, some 
organizations are clam-
ouring for help. So, if you 
have an interest in one of 
the many clubs the town 
provides, get involved, 
and the town will show its 
appreciation. 

NEMI says Thank You to Volunteers with kind words and delicious food

Volunteer firefighters Noah Albers, John Spanos, Fire Chief Duane Deschamp.

Garry Wolfe, George Ballantyne, Mike Blanchard and Ken Stewart hang out at the NEMI volunteer 
appreciation evening.
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KINA Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services 
Kina Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services (KGCFS) is a designated Child Welfare Service 
delivering Child Protection Services within seven member First Nations in the Districts 
of Sudbury and Manitoulin. KGCFS honours and supports our families’ and community’s 
inherent authority to care for their children based on unity, traditions, values, beliefs and 
customs. Preference will be given to Anishinaabe Candidates, please self-identify in 
your application. 

We are currently inviting applications for the following
employment opportunities:

FULL-TIME Positions
Sudbury or Manitoulin:

Database IT Specialist: Closes May 3, 2024
(2) Data Entry Clerks: Closes May 3, 2024

(3) Post Majority Support Services Workers: Closes May 3, 2024

CONTRACT positions:
Sudbury:

Child Well-Being Worker: Closes April 26, 2024
Team Assistant: Closes April 26, 2024

Education Support Worker: Closes April 26, 2024 
Manitoulin Island

Education Liaison: Closes April 26, 2024

*All postings close at 4pm EST*
 

To apply, kindly send your application to our Human Resources department
at hr@kgcfs.org, ensuring to specify the position title in the subject line. 

For comprehensive job descriptions and to access the postings, please visit our website at:
www.kgcfs.org/employment-opportunities

At KGCFS, we are steadfast in our dedication to fostering a work environment that is accessible to all, in ac-
cordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code. Should 
you require any accommodations during the recruitment process, please do not hesitate to request them. We 
sincerely appreciate your interest in joining the team; however, only candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted.
As a condition of employment, the successful candidate will be required to provide the following documents: a 
Satisfactory Criminal Reference Check and/or Vulnerable Sector Check (dated within 3 months of the application 
date), Driver’s Abstract and Proof of Liability Insurance.
Thank you for considering a career opportunity with us.

by Sharon Jackson
KAGAWONG— Accord-
ing to Webster’s Dictio-
nary, a volunteer is a 
“person who chooses free-
ly to enter into a transac-
tion with no promise of 
compensation.” 

Whether you are the 
type of person who craves 
a lot of social interaction 
or whether you prefer as 
little as possible, volun-
teering has social, career 
and personal benefits. 

After raising three 
daughters, Deb Flaxman 
moved to Kagawong from 

Toronto in 2019. She had 
been coming to the Island 
since 1990, staying with 
a colleague of her former 
husband’s and then 10 
years on Robertson Road 
and Grandor, both in Bill-
ings Township. 

“Volunteering has al-
ways been part of my life,” 
Ms. Flaxman shared. Four 
generations in her family 
have been active in giving 
back beginning with her 
grandparents, her father 
in the Lions Club and her 
mother in the church, 
right down to her daugh-

ters, who all live in the 
GTA. “It makes me feel 
good and warms my heart 
that they can have empa-
thy and connect with peo-
ple in the world around 
them.”

Her Aunt Elaine has 
been volunteering for 40 
years at St. John’s Rehab 
in Toronto. 

Ms. Flaxman found 
Kagawong and its com-
munity a quick and easy 
fit, connecting with the 
church group at St John’s, 
and then working at Main 
Street Cafe (prior to 
COVID-19). “It was a won-
derful way to meet every-

body.” 
When an opening on 

the Museum Board be-
came available, Ms. Flax-
man joined the dedicated 
team of volunteers. She 
also spent a short stint 
on the Parks, Recreation 
and Wellness Committee, 
assisting with fundrais-
ing for the rink boards at 
the outdoor facility at the 
Park Centre. Be it help-
ing out at the church for 
their craft and bake sale 
or putting up Christmas 
lights alongside members 
of the Economic Develop-
ment Committee, you will 
always find Ms. Flaxman 
lending a hand. 

Not one to shy away 
from a challenge, Ms. 
Flaxman, who was look-
ing to become “involved 
in a different way,” put 
her name in for a recent 
vacancy on Billings coun-
cil. “The opportunity 
came up and the timing 
was good.” Although she 
was not the successful 
candidate, “it was a great 
experience.”

Finding the pandem-
ic “very isolating” and 
coming out of the COVID 
bubble and mixing with 
others in a more normal 
fashion is what led her to 
take seats on committees 
and other roles with the 
church and museum. 

Spending time in 
Kagawong has become 
“a huge part of our life” 
she said, referring to her 
grown daughters. “It has 
become a safe zone which 
offers a sense of peace.”

Ms. Flaxman served 
on the Davisville School 
Parents Council for 12 
years. “It was an inter-
city school where I had an 
opportunity to help with 
fundraising and outreach 
for immigrant families. 
One of the more reward-
ing programs she helped 
with was the reading pro-
gram.”

She shared a story of an 
incident where a young 
man called out to her 
while riding on the sub-
way. “You taught me how 
to read,” he said, “and 

now I can go to universi-
ty.” 

“It made me feel so 
good. You don’t know 
how you’re going to touch 
someone’s life.”

Ms. Flaxman is one 
of the members of the 
outreach program at St 
John’s in Kagawong. Each 
year she, along with other 
volunteers, put together 
baskets for shut-ins and 
folks who live alone and 
deliver to their home at 
Christmastime. “It makes 
them feel special; that 
someone has thought of 
them even if only briefly. 
It can really make a dif-
ference in their day. It is 
truly a gift.”

Manitoulin Family Re-
sources now has one more 
volunteer as Ms. Flaxman 
reached out to them re-
cently and “checked all 
the boxes” on the applica-
tion form. They are fortu-
nate to have someone as 
dedicated and selfless as 
Ms. Flaxman.  

Volunteerism has always been part of Deb Flaxman’s life

Deb Flaxman is joined by her aunt Elaine in this photograph. Ms. Flaxman is a longtime volunteer whose family celebrates four 
generations of volunteerism.

photo by Sharon Jackson

Volunteer Week



Wednesday, April 24, 2024	 MANITOULIN LIFESTYLES — PAGE 5A

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – MULTIPLE POSTINGS
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan – 

Withdrawal Management/Harm Reduction 

Gwekwaadziwin Miikan is expanding its continuum of care and looking for motivated 
individuals to join our multidisciplinary team to support the development and 
implementation of our Withdrawal Management and Harm Reduction program. 

Please visit www.gwek.ca or email mmaracle@gwek.ca for details.

Program Description
The Gwekwaadziwin Miikan program provides a person-centered model of mental health and addiction 
treatment for youth and young adults. It supports a community of healthy young people working 
towards wellness, education, and economic prosperity for First Nations individuals and communities. 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan meets program participants on the spectrum of care, from stabilization 
through treatment, live-in aftercare, outpatient aftercare and transition back into community. The 
Seven Grandfathers program is designed for young adults aged 19+ and consists of four phases: Land 
Based Treatment, Live-in Aftercare, Community Aftercare and the new Withdrawal Management and 
Harm Reduction Program.

Position Descriptions

Withdrawal Management/Harm Reduction Team Leader
(1 Contract Position with opportunity for extension)

A full-time contract position (1 year with opportunity for extension), responsible for 
the development, coordination, and implementation of acute withdrawal, distribution 
of harm reduction supplies, safe/flex beds, and Opioid Agonist Tapering services 
as part of the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of services. This is a management 
level position and will involve scheduling, case management, cultural knowledge, and 
clinical expertise. 

Withdrawal Management/Harm Reduction Support Workers
(4 Contract Positions with opportunity for extension)

A full-time contract position (1 year with possibility of extension), responsible for 
the development, and implementation of acute withdrawal, distribution of harm 
reduction supplies, safe/flex beds and Opioid Agonist Tapering services as part of the 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of services. 

Salary: Commensurate with Qualifications Closing Date: May 3, 2024 @ 4:30pm

To Apply: Please complete the application online at gwek.bamboohr.com/careers
Incomplete packages will not be accepted. Current Vulnerable Sector Screening and 
Drivers Abstract required as a condition of employment. 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those applicants under 
consideration will be contacted for an interview.

Manitoulin Centennial Manor is looking to hire 
TWO Summer Students! 

Activity Department - 1x position  
Maintenance Department - 1x position 

These FUN and educational positions will be 8 weeks at 35 
hours a week, various shifts starting at mid-late June.  
Students must be enrolled in the fall semester for school in 
either high school or college/university and provide a CPIC.  

Experience working with seniors and persons with dementia 
is an asset. 
Excellent communication, organizational and time manage-
ment skills. 

This position is made possible through Canada Summer Jobs, 
an initiative of Employment and Social Development  
Canada. 

To be eligible for these positions, participants must:  
 

Please forward resumes to Julie Omnet-Activity Director 
julie.omnet@exeassist.ca

• Be between 15 and 30 years of age at the start of employment; 
• Be Canadian citizens, permanent residents or persons to whom  
    refugee protection has been conferred under the Immigration  
    and Refugee Protection Act; 
•Be legally entitled to work in Canada on hire.

by Tom Sasvari
GORDON—Residents of 
Gordon/Barrie Island 
and the Town of Gore 
Bay packed the Gordon/
Barrie Island Community 
Centre to recognize and 
thank members of the lo-
cal volunteer fire depart-
ment for their service, 
dedication and commit-
ment in protecting local 
residents.

“The main reason we 
are here tonight is to rec-
ognize the members of 
the Gore Bay Joint Fire 
Department for all your 
hard work, service, dedi-
cation and commitment to 
protecting the residents of 
Gordon/Barrie Island and 
Gore Bay. I am so proud of 
all of you,” said Fire Chief 
Mike Addison.

“It goes without say-
ing thank you for all that 
you do as firefighters, all 
your work and efforts to 
protect all of us,” said Lee 
Hayden, reeve of Gordon/
Barrie Island. “You lead 
by your example as good 
man and women and you 

definitely do more than 
put out fires, with your 
contributions to the com-
munity.”

Gore Bay Town Coun-
cillor Terry Olmstead 
said, “on behalf of Gore 
Bay council, staff and 

residents I would like to 
thank each and every one 
of the firefighters for your 
courage, hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment. 
Thank you.”

Carrie Lewis, Gordon/
Barrie Island clerk and 
Gore Bay Fire Board ad-
ministrator, who was 
master of ceremonies for 
the event, welcomed all 
those in attendance. “We 
just thought it was time 
to hold an event like this 
to recognize the firefight-
ers. And to recognize and 
honour the work that you 
do every day that makes 
them extraordinary.” 

“I have the pleasure of 
being the joint fire board 
administrator,” said Ms. 
Lewis. “Tonight, you will 

hear from a few people of 
the immense appreciation 
we all have for our fire-
fighters.”

“The councils and com-
munities of Gordon/Bar-
rie Island and Gore Bay 
are very supportive of 
our volunteer firefighters 
and your importance in 
the community,” said Ms. 
Lewis. She listed off sev-
eral council members and 
staff for each community 
who were in attendance. 

Fire Chief Addison and 
Deputy Chief Duncan Sin-
clair presented Ms. Lewis 
with a gift for all her work 
as fire board administra-
tor. 

“I would like to thank 
everyone who is in atten-
dance at tonight’s event,” 

said Reeve Hayden. “Mike 
Addison has taken the 
fire department to a new 
level with training, and 
it makes the communi-
ty so proud.” He and Mr. 
Olmstead presented a 
plaque to Mr. Addison 
which read, “With appre-
ciation of your service as 
Fire Chief of the Gore Bay 
Joint Fire Department. 
From the municipality of 
Gordon/Barrie Island and 
the Town of Gore Bay.”

Reeve Hayden said, “in 
the past few years the fire 
department has received 
donations from the Gore 
Bay Rotary Club, Western 
Manitoulin Lions Club, 
Lyons Memorial United 
Church, All Saints An-
glican Church, that Mike 

can elaborate on in a few 
minutes. And the Smith 
Family Foundation for 
providing funding to our 
municipality for use by 
the volunteer fire depart-
ment. Funding that our 
council felt very much 
included community bet-
terment.”

“First off, I would like 
to thank the families of 
our firefighters,” said 
Mr. Addison. “Without 
their support we would 
not get our firefighters 
out to fires and practices, 
so thank you for sharing 
your firefighter with us. 
We know how stressful it 
can be when we get called 
out in the middle of the 
night and don’t come back 

Gore Bay, Gordon/Barrie Island residents honour their firefighters
Volunteer Week

Gore Bay and Gordon Barrie Island honoured its firefighters during a reception.

...continued on page 7A
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Community Living Manitoulin
Community Living Manitoulin is looking for dedicated staff with a 
passion for working with adult individuals with developmental  
disabilities.

Do you want to play a vital role in inspiring possibilities and creating 
an environment that fosters meaningful living for all supported  
individuals? 

There are part-time employment opportunities available within one 
of our many programs:

Two (2) Permanent Part-time positions
Three (3) Temporary Part-time positions

These unionized part-time positions are guaranteed at a minimum 
of 30 hours bi-weekly and can be scheduled a maximum of 32 hours 
weekly with a starting wage of $27.49.

You are qualified if you have:
- Post-secondary diploma for Developmental Service Worker or  
  equivalent in the Human Services Field (preferred)
- Personal Support Worker certificate or equivalent
- First Year Developmental Service Worker students may also qualify
- A valid Ontario driver’s licence (Class G)
- Vulnerable Sector Criminal Reference Check

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resumé by  
regular mail to the attention of:

Mrs. Megan Wickett, Operations Manager
Community Living Manitoulin

PO Box 152
Mindemoya, Ontario, P0P 1S0

Or by email to: mwickett@clmanitoulin.com
Or by fax to: (705) 377-7175

For more information regarding Community Living Manitoulin, please 
visit our website at: www.clmanitoulin.com.

by Tom Sasvari
M ’ C H I G E E N G — T h e 
Manitoulin Secondary 
School (MSS) Mustangs 
badminton team has won 
the North Shore Second-
ary School Association 
(NSSSA) championship. 

“We sent 23 athletes 
to both the pre-NSSSA 
and NSSSA champion-
ship (the latter held last 
Wednesday), including 
athletes in Grades 9-12, 
novice junior and senior,” 
said Jordan Smith, sports 
coordinator at MSS. “We 
won the NSSSA champi-
onship,” he said pointing 
out MSS defeated Central 
Algoma Secondary School 
for first place by three 
points (45-42). 

“Seventeen MSS ath-
letes will be going to NOS-
SA (Northern Ontario 
championships),” said 
Mr. Smith. “We did quite 
well at NSSSA. In just 
about every category we 
took part in we either had 
athletes in first or second 
or both.”

All three members of 
the Balfe family finished 
first in their events, point-
ed out Mr. Smith. 

In the boys’ novice sin-
gles division, Jonah Balfe 
was first, Mya Balfe took 
top spot in the girls’ sin-
gles junior division while 
Annie Balfe placed first 
in the senior girls’ singles 
division.

The boys’ novice sin-
gles division saw Anders 
Watson and Ethan Ense 
finish first and second, re-
spectively. MSS athletes 
made up the top two in 
the senior boys’ doubles 

division with TG Green 
and Davin Deschenes in 
first and the team of Ja-
ron Panamick and Ian 
McCauley second.

The girls’ doubles nov-
ice division saw the team 

of Kim Williams and Dar-
cie Thorpe in second. In 
the junior girls’ doubles 
category the team of Ava 
Corbiere and Emery Wat-
son took top spot. 

In the mixed doubles 

junior division, Maddie 
McCarville and Wyatt 
Williamson-Wright fin-
ished in second place. The 
MSS team of Eli Lock and 
Mackenzie Green were 
first in the senior mixed 

division.
The Mustangs coaches 

this season include Peter 
Tallman and Kaitlyn Wat-
son-Smith.

Seventeen MSS athletes 
will be taking part in the 

Northern Ontario Second-
ary School Association 
playdowns being held 
in Sault Ste. Marie this 
week.

Mustangs win north shore secondary school badminton championship 

The Manitoulin Secondary School Mustangs badminton team won the North Shore Secondary School Association championship last week. 
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PLAYER PROFILE
Manitoulin Secondary School

by Emery Watson

Proud Supporter of our  
MSS Mustangs

ETHAN ENSE

your local destination for sports gear 
and apparel. 

A proud cheerleader for all island 
athletes and their journey to the top!

Proud support of our 
MSS Mustangs

Helping you get in the game

From the court to the arena, Ethan can be found constantly on 
the move with a smile on his face! As a rookie Mustang, Ethan 
brings a positive attitude and enthusiasm to all of his athletic 
endeavours. His involvement in sports from a young age has 
instilled a love for athletics that is evident in every minute of 
gameplay. Ethan has already established himself as an excellent 
all around player, creating a promising athletic future for his time 
at MSS!

Before Ethan was a Mustang, he attended Lakeview School for 
his primary years. Here, Ethan took advantage of the variety of 
sports offered, participating in hockey, volleyball, basketball, 
flag football, soccer and badminton. The wide variety of 
different sports is something Ethan loves about athletics. He 
notes that getting the opportunity to travel to various schools 
and compete with his friends are some of his most cherished 
moments from elementary school. Between the bus rides and 
numerous competition days, there were many laughs and fun 
times creating long-lasting memories!

Ethan carried his skills and love of sports with him into his high 
school volleyball season, helping them to capture the NSSSA 
silver and advancing them to compete in Sudbury! Moving on to 
AA NOSSA, the junior Mustangs battled their way through the 
tournament, but unfortunately fell short. Training as a middle 
blocker, Ethan always found ways to improve his skills and help 
his teammates. With Ethan’s hard work and dedication, he is sure 
to continue to improve his skills and be a great team leader for 
the up and coming players next year!  

Outside of MSS athletics, Ethan grew up playing for the 
M’Chigeeng Thunderbirds and most recently for the Mindemoya 
Thunder. Over the years, he has made countless friendships 
and long-lasting memories with his teams. This past season, 
Ethan was honoured to receive the title of captain for the 
U15 Mindemoya Thunder. His team had a phenomenal season, 
closing out with a gold medal in their division championships! 
When it finally comes time to hang up his skates, Ethan can also 
be found playing baseball during the summer months.     

So far this year, Ethan has been spotted on the volleyball and 
badminton courts! Ethan’s efforts are currently focused on 
the badminton season which is beginning to finish up. This 
year Ethan is playing boys’ doubles. He and his partner Anders 
Watson competed at Pre-NSSSA this past week, and after a very 
long, stressful game were able to take home the gold! They will 
travel to Sault Ste. Marie next week to compete at NOSSA. 

When Ethan finally takes off the black and gold jersey, he can be 
found enjoying the outdoors, swimming and biking. He enjoys 
hanging out with his friends as well as gaming. To help stay 
active, Ethan takes his dog, Daisy, for lots of walks, enjoying the 
beautiful weather! In the summer months, Ethan works at a local 
food truck. 

Outside of his own sports, Ethan enjoys keeping up with 
numerous baseball and hockey teams. His favourite player and 
inspiration in sports is Aaron Judge from the NewYork Yankees, 
however, his favourite team is the Toronto Blue Jays. He has 
also grown up looking up to his dad. Ethan quotes that his dad 
was involved in many different school sports growing up and 
he wishes to follow in his footsteps. His parents have always 
encouraged him to try new activities and find what makes him 
happy! 

During Ethan’s time at MSS, he has begun to explore the various 
courses offered. He enjoys classes like phys ed as it is a chance 
to stay active with his friends. However, his favourite subject is 
Ojibwe as it is Ethan’s second language. At MSS, Ethan has gotten 
the opportunity to engage in numerous hands-on projects. 
Looking at options post secondary, Ethan is interested in a career 
in welding.  

With Ethan’s dedication and fun-loving attitude, he is sure to 
reach all of his goals on and off the court!

AAddvveerrttiissee  yyoouurr  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  
iinn  tthhee  EExxppoossiittoorr’’ss  ccaarreeeerrss  LLIIFFEE  sseeccttiioonn  aanndd  

vviiaa  oouurr  oonnlliinnee  jjoobb  bbooaarrdd

For exposure in our careers LIFE section and on our job 
board, contact us at: 

sales@manitoulin.com 

until morning.”
“We spend a lot of time 

at practice and training 
and keep strange hours, 
and we miss things like 
birthdays and anniversa-
ries,” said Mr. Addison. 
“Next, I want to thank the 
municipality of Gordon/
Barrie Island and Town of 
Gore Bay for their support 
and especially support for 
our operating budget. We 
are jointly owned by the 
two municipalities and we 
appreciate their support. I 
especially want to thank 
Carrie Lewis and her 
team who manage our ad-
ministration and go above 
and beyond to support us, 
and this evening is a great 
example of that.”

“I want to thank the 

employers who allow fire-
fighters to leave work to 
respond to fires and emer-
gency calls during the 
workday. We never know 
when it might be their 
business we are respond-
ing to,” said Mr. Addison.

“In particular, I want 
to thank the following or-
ganizations who helped 
support us to keep our 
personal protective equip-
ment up to date for our 
firefighters. The Gore Bay 
Rotary Club, Lyons Me-
morial United Church, All 
Saints Anglican Church 
and Western Manitoulin 
Lions Club,” continued 
Mr. Addison.

“Our own firefighters 
raised $2,300 at a car wash 
(organized by firefight-
er Justin Harris). In to-
tal, we were able to raise 
over $11,000 to help us re-
place outdated PPE such 
as bunker gear, helmets, 
boots, gloves and balacla-
vas,” said Mr. Addison.

“This year, with man-
datory training (through 
the province), more of our 
budget went into the ad-
ditional training we have 
had to do,” continued Mr. 
Addison. “We asked the 
community for support. A 
full set of (PPE) is just shy 
of $4,500 and that does not 
include radios or breath-
ing apparatus.”

“We are truly grateful 
to the Smith Family Foun-
dation for allowing us to 
purchase the breathing 
air compressor which will 
allow us to do more train-
ing for interior attacks 
and working in hazardous 
environments,” said Mr. 
Addison.

Mr. Addison explained 
that in 2022 the Ontario 
Fire Marshal mandated 
firefighter certification. 
“When I first heard about 
this I was ready to quit. I 
reached out to a friend of 
mine who is the fire chief 
in Markstay-Warren and 
he convinced me that we 
can do this. And we did it. 
With Duncan Sinclair and 

John Baker assisting with 
the signoffs and help from 
some of our senior fire-
fighters we were able to 
get the training done for 
seven more firefighters. It 

was a lot of hard work and 
training around health 
and safety. What was be-
ing found in the province 
was that too many fire-
fighters were getting hurt 
or killed on fire scenes, so 
these training standards 
were developed to keep 
firefighters safe.”

In March of last year, 
Mr. Addison said one of 
the firefighters was ready 
for certification. “Jus-
tin Harris had met all 
the requirements and we 
put him up for interior 
firefighter with auto ex-
traction. He worked very 
hard to achieve this and 
has helped mentor many 
of the younger firefight-
ers.”

As of last September, we 
had six more firefighters 
ready and with enough 
documentation to submit 
for certification. As well 
as Mr. Harris, six other 
firefighters received their 
certificates for interior 
firefighting including 
Andy Campbell, Andrew 
Cone, Kyleen Robertson, 
Jon Oliver, Devin Wheale, 
and Zach Robinson, ex-

plained Mr. Addison. 
“We now have five 

NFPA firefighter 1-2 stan-
dards, and seven with On-
tario Interior Firefighting 
standards,” said Mr. Ad-
dison. He pointed out the 
rest of the new firefight-
ers have until July 2026 to 
be certified.

“In addition to the fire-
fighter certification, our 
team does other train-
ing to keep us prepared 
to respond to emergen-
cies in our area: live fire 
training, auto extrication 
training, pump operator 
training, first aid and first 
responder training with 
CPR,” continued Mr. Ad-
dison. “We have five fire-
fighters certified as emer-
gency first responders, 
mental health and PTSD 
training, driver training 
where our firefighters 
get DZ licences to operate 
the pumper and tanker 

trucks. We have two new 
DZ licenced drivers this 
year, Justin Harris and 
Chris Meloche. We now 
have seven DZ licenced 
drivers. This is by far 
the largest, best trained 
and dedicated team of 
firefighters we have ever 
had, and I am so proud of 
them.”

Firefighter Kyleen Rob-
ertson was presented with 
a five-year service pin to 
recognize her years of ser-
vice.

“We also have a very 
special presentation, the 
Federal Exemplary Ser-
vice Medal for 20 years of 
service to the Gore Bay 
Fire Department. Duncan 
Sinclair actually has 22 
years of service, but we 
are finally getting to pres-
ent his medal,” said Mr. 
Addison. 

Mr. Hayden said in rec-
ognizing the fire depart-
ment, “we remember two 
former fire chiefs we have 
lost in the past few years, 
Jack Colwell and Mike 
Steele. And my father 
(Bill) who is here tonight 
was a member of the fire 
department.”

Ms. Lewis finished the 
evening by saying, “these 
guys are awesome. Not 
only do these firefighters 
help our community but 
by being a part of this 
team they also help them-
selves grow and become 
better citizens for our 
communities.”

...Gore Bay, Gordon/Barrie Island residents honour their firefighters
Volunteer Week

Gordon/Barrie Island Reeve Lee Hayden and Gore Bay 
Councillor Terry Olmstead presented a plaque to Fire Chief Mike 
Addison in appreciation of the communities’ appreciation of his 
service as Fire Chief.

Fire Chief Mike Addison, second from left in photo, presents a 
20-year federal exemplary service medal to Duncan Sinclair.

...continued from page  5A
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