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Working with spacecratt
a hope for Wiky High
grad, robotics veteran,
studying engineering
NASA's imminent space launch
crew includes Indigenous woman

by Warren Schlote

CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA—
October 3 will be a historic day as
the first Native American woman
travels to space on a NASA mis-
sion, but the effects of that trip
may go even farther back on
Earth.

At a time when more parts of
the world recognize the value of
including Indigenous and other
diverse perspectives in once-
exclusionary fields, this Monday’s
planned space flight could be an
important moment. Astronaut
Nicole Aunapu Mann, who is
Wailacki, will be aboard the
NASA and SpaceX Crew-5 mis-
sion to the International Space
station.

With that trip, Ms. Mann will
become the first Native American
woman in space, following the
2002 flight of Chickasaw Nation
member John Herrington, the
first Native American man in
space.

Back on Earth, many people
will look to the heavens and see,
for perhaps the first time, a sort of
mirror: Someone who looks like
them taking a journey that some
may have never thought possible.

Indigenous representation in
STEM (science, technology, engi-

neering and math) fields has
started growing in recent years.
And while there is still much
work to be done toward equity,
this space flight is an especially
proud moment for young Indige-
nous people.

“That’s pretty cool to see a First
Nation person going to space or
doing other great things. I'm
always excited to see any First
Nation person do something like
being an actor, a doctor or even an
astronaut,” said Aaryn Zoccole, a
former Wiikwemkoong High
School student who now studies
mechanical engineering at the
University of Toronto.

Following a STEM career was
never on Ms. Zoccole’s mind until
she encountered Wiikwemkoong
High School’s First Robotics
Canada (FRC) team in 2017. She
would later become one of the
leaders of Team 5672, First
Nations STEM, a team that has
won national awards and ranked
in the top three at world robotics
championships.

Now, Ms. Zoccole said she hopes
to use her future mechanical engi-
neering degree to work with air-
planes or even spacecraft. It’s a
similar story to many Indigenous

...continued on page 13

Chief Shining Turtle moves on,
former chief serving until elections

by Michael Erskine
WHITEFISH RIVER—After two
decades serving as chief of
Whitefish River First Nation,
Chief Shining Turtle (Franklin
Paibomsai) announced his deci-
sion to “step aside in pursuit of
other opportunities” on August
30.

“I say this with my whole heart
and spirit,” continued Ogimaa
Shining Turtle. “Serving as your
chief has been one of the greatest
honours of my lifetime.”

Ogimaa Shining Turtle asked
band members to “look around
this beautiful community we all
call home and to remember what
we have accomplished together”
citing new schools, roads and
health and wellness facilities. “We
have honoured our veterans,
brought new life to Rainbow
Lodge and ensured safe drinking
water for generations to come.
These are all tangible things we
can hold on to.”

Ogimaa Shining Turtle advised
community members to look
beyond the physical assets of the

community to the relationships
that have exhibited “strength,
resiliency and love that I know are
the foundation of our communi-
ty.”

He went on to note that he has
been privileged to have “a unique
perspective” over the communi-

...continued on page 12

WHAT A HAUL! Preston Webkamigad of Wiikkwemkoong encourages his light weight division team to pull 5,000 pounds 16 feet,
five inches at the Wiikwemkoong Agricultural Fall Fair. Mr. Webkamigad’s tally would have secured him second place in the
heavy-weight division. The teamster and his crew continued to pull against the heavyweights even after he had already secured
his first place win in the light division. For more Wiikwemkoong Fall Fair fun, see Page 18.

photo by Michael Erskine

Gore Bay hikes water fees to its Gordon/Barrie Island
water/sewer users and G/BI demands a discussion

by Tom Sasvari
GORE BAY—Gore Bay council
has given its approval for a 20 per-
cent surcharge to be applied to all
water/sewer users outside the
geographic limits of the Town of
Gore Bay, namely Gordon/Barrie
Island, effective January 1, 2023.
“Our council can’t understand
why a 20 percent increase is being
implemented and that it is an
unfair surcharge,” stated Lee
Hayden, reeve of Gordon/Barrie
Island after the township council
discussed the proposed increase
by Gore Bay to water users in the
township. “Our lawyer had
informed us over a year ago that
the water and sewer agreement
was faulty and needed to be
refreshed and rewritten. I can’t
speak on why, but one thing was
that it was not properly worded,
and for instance does not include
an exit clause for either party. We
gave the town notice at that time
(December 2021) that we wanted
to review and discuss a new
agreement. That is the way this
has stood until the town sent our
township and water users a

notice.”

“There are a lot of things we are
trying to figure out in all of this,
what we can or should be doing,”
said Reeve Hayden. “We are try-
ing to figure out the tax implica-
tions, including the school board
portion, on a commercially
assessed building owned by a
neighbouring municipality and
what we can or should be doing

under the provincial act.”

Reeve Hayden said provincial
legislation states the town shall
pay all commercial taxes, includ-
ing school board. Under the old
agreement, Gordon/Barrie Island
was charging 20 percent of the
commercial municipal property
tax rate bill, and this needs to be
reviewed to reflect fair contribu-

...continued on page 12

The hockey ‘Summit Series’ at 50

Part 2 of 2

Recalling where you were
when you heard we’d won!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Fifty years ago
today, September 28, 1972, retired
Expositor publisher Rick
MecCutcheon went to work as usual
on the Thunder Bay Times-News, a
morning paper. He was the wire
editor and the city editor across

Local roaster produces ‘Reconciliation Coffee’
Birch Island product’s profits support Truth, Reconciliation efforts

by Lori Thompson,

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
BIRCH ISLAND—Five years ago,
Mark Marsolais-Nahwegahbow, a
member of Whitefish River First
Nation, founded Birch Bark Coffee
Company. It’s a social enterprise,
meaning giving back is built into
its corporate values and opera-
tions. Last year, the company intro-
duced a Reconciliation coffee
blend. “I was getting so frustrated
with the saturation of Orange Shirt
Day,” said Mr. Marsolais-Nahwe-

gahbow. “I wanted to bring back
the reason as to why it was origi-
nally created.”

In collaboration with Genu-
mark/Rightsleeve, Birch Bark Cof-
fee Company has created the limit-
ed-edition Reconciliation blend in
recognition of Orange Shirt Day
on September 30. Set proceeds will
go to the Gord Downie and Chanie
Wenjack Fund to help bring educa-
tion and awareness to the legacy of

...continued on page 12

from him said, ‘everyone will
remember where they were when
they heard Canada won this
series.” The Expositor asked Mani-
toulin hockey guru Larry Leblanc
to test out this prediction.

by Larry Leblanc

Special to the Expositor
MANITOULIN—Us old timers
remember being asked the ques-
tion; “where were you in 1963
when US President Kennedy was
shot?” Since it was a pivotal time
in world history, it was a question
that was on everyone’s mind and I
bet 90 percent of us (who were old
enough) could clearly remember
the answer.

That question popped into my
mind when last week I wrote an
article on the 1972 Canada vs. Rus-
sia Summit Series of Hockey. I
was requested to do a phone sur-
vey to see if the Kennedy “effect”
applied to the Summit Series. For
Islanders, the memories were

...continued on page 13
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Wikwemikong Way, Wiikwemkoong
705-859-3788

www.andysonestopshop.com

YOUR WEEKLY SAVINGS

ACE HARDWARE

3-in-1 Black & Decker

Blower/Vacuum/Mulcher, 12amp

Scotts Turf Builder
Fall Lawn Food, 5.2kg Bag

C.l.L Golfgreen Fall Fertilizer
12kg Bag My .
-
Golfgreen

Reg. $19.89
SALE

Reg. $23.99
SALE
$19.99

Reg. $69.99
SALE
$59.99

THE SOURCE

JLab Epic Air

Wireless Earbuds

Reg. $129.99

SALE
$99.99

Head Rush Headphones

2.4GHz, Wireless

Galaxy Buds 2

Wireless Earbuds

Reg. $189.99

Reg. $99.99
SALE

$69.99

SALE

$119.99

Samsung QLED 4K
UHD Smart TV, Q80B

Reg. $1,399.99
SALE
$1,199.99

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

GROCERY, GAS BAR,
COFFEESHOP, HARDWARE
8 AM -7 PM

THE SOURCE, CLOTHING
AND GIFTS
11 AM - 6 PM
(CLOSED MONDAYS)

HW-T400

Reg. $179.99
SALE
$129.99

HOURS OF OPERATION

SATURDAY

GROCERY, GAS BAR,
COFFEESHOP, HARDWARE
8 AM -6 PM

THE SOURCE, CLOTHING
AND GIFTS
11 AM -5 PM

Samsung Bluetooth Soundbar

SUNDAY

GROCERY, GAS BAR,
COFFEESHOP, HARDWARE
12 PM - 6 PM

THE SOURCE, CLOTHING
AND GIFTS
CLOSED

s ,u Manitaiiiohi THE \ &
\SOURCE ing & Gifls COFFEE SHOP ﬂ!ﬁ @
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Manitoulin Votes (X) 2023

Meet the candidates for mayor and council of Central Manitoulin

CENTRAL MANITOULIN—With the upcoming Mani-
toulin Island municipal elections taking place October 24,
The Expositor will be profiling the candidates for
mayor/reeve and councillor positions in all those munici-
palities that elections will take place.

This week we are profiling candidates in the municipali-

ty of Central Manitoulin. Elections will take place for the
position of mayor, with the candidates being Richard
Stephens, Steven Shaffer and Maja Mielonen. There are
three people vying for two council seats from Ward 3 (Sand-
field). They include Rosemarie Diebolt, Linda Farquhar
and Lois Middaugh Keller.

For Ward 1, Campbell, Brian Mitchell and Derek
Stephens and Ward 2, Carnarvon, John Bisaillon and Dale
Scott have been acclaimed.

The candidates for mayor and council follow alphabeti-
cally below.

Candidates for Mayor

Maja Mielonen

Maja Mielonen is proud of her past accomplishments, but |-
stresses that she is grateful to the community for the support
she has received both for her social endeavours aimed at
improving her community and for the business she has suc-
cessfully run in Mindemoya for the past 12 years—much of it
as a single mother. R

“I am running for mayor because I have been working for
the betterment of our community for years,” she said. “I love
my community and I want to give back.”

A meticulous planner, Ms. Mielonen has attended every
committee and council meeting for several months in order
to better understand the work of council and the issues that
it deals with.

“I'have come to realize that council and administration are
not always aligned with what people want,” she said. “I
intend to bring a lot of transparency and honesty, and especially, a lot of listening to the
interests of all of our communities, not just Mindemoya.”

Ms. Mielonen cites a three-facet approach to community interests—"honouring the
past, the present and the future.”

Among the key issues that are facing the community in the present and future is the
question of waste. Ms. Mielonen said she was intrigued by a recent project aimed at alle-
viating Island communities’ waste issues but adds a caveat. “I know very little about the
plan,” she said, “most of the discussions with Gagnon (Gagnon Renewable Resources Inc.,

Maja Mielonen

...continued on page 9

Candidates for Council

Rose Diebolt - Ward 3 (Sandfield)

My reasons for being re-elected as your councillor for Ward 3 of The Municipality of
Central Manitoulin are quite simple.

My agenda is to help Central Manitoulin and Manitoulin Island move forward for our
generations and future generations.

Since moving here almost 40 years ago, we have been involved in a small business for 28
years, have raised a family here and followed them through our school system until they
left for other endeavours. We have used our local arena, library, hospital and all stores, etc.
extensively. Some of our children have returned to live here. There are now three genera-
tions of us here, including young grandchildren, that will need the same and better oppor-
tunities in our municipality than we had, as will any young family wanting to move here.

Of major importance to our township are the following: a new landfill site that utilizes
alternative methods to reduce our waste footprint. We need to look after our garbage-
trucking it off the island makes it someone else’s problem and is a temporary measure
only. It will not reduce our carbon footprint. We are already considering these methods.

We need a modern arena/recreation centre for all of us here now, and for future users.
This building must be multi-purpose to accommodate all users and increase recreational,
cultural and social opportunities.

We need to really look after all of our lakes and rivers-especially Lake Mindemoya- it is
of utmost importance to our municipality as a water supply and recreational use. It needs
to have an environmental assessment done on it for future users (and us) to help with man-
aging it and for baseline data. We have started this.

As taxpayers- we all realize that we have limited funds available, and we need to look
after our roads, infrastructure and all services that we utilize and presently pay for. Your

...continued on page 10

All candidates’ nights to be held in several Manitoulin municipalities

MANITOULIN—EIlectors in several Manitoulin Island
municipalities will have the opportunity to attend All Can-
didates events and see or hear people seeking public office
in the October 24 election.

Tehkummah’s event is tonight, Wednesday, September
28, 7 to 10 pm at the Tehkummah Hall. Light refreshments
are included.

The same evening (Wednesday, September 28) in Mani-
towaning at Assiginack Public School and beginning at
6:30 pm, The Southeast Manitoulin Lions Club is inviting

Assiginack voters to meet all of their candidates seeking
elections.

A week later, on Wednesday, October 5, Gore Bay electors
can meet their candidates in the running for council and
school board at the Community Hall, beginning at 7 pm.

The next day, on Thursday, October 6, Billings Town-
ship’s all-candidates event will be held at the Park Centre
in Kagawong, starting with an informal meet and greet,
6:30 pm to 7 pm followed by formal candidates’ presenta-
tions from 7 to 8 pm and then an hour of question-and-

answer time, 8 to 9 pm with closing remarks at 9:30 pm.

Central Manitoulin candidates had an opportunity to
meet the public in Mindemoya on Monday, September 26.

However, in Sandfield Ward (Ward 3 in Central Mani-
toulin) voters still have the opportunity to meet the candi-
dates seeking office in their own ward, plus the mayoral
candidates, at two events scheduled for this weekend: Fri-
day, September 30 at the Spring Bay Hall from 6:30 to 7:30
pm and then again in Sandfield, at the Sandfield Hall, on
Sunday, October 2, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.

The Manitoulin West Recorder

Census data shows Indigenous children remain overrepresented in child welfare system

by Tom Sasvari
M’CHIGEENG—Indigenous chil-
dren continue to be overrepre-

Chief Glen Hare says it means
that First Nations must continue
to advocate for being able to take
care of their own children.

ter care, which is a slight increase
over the 2016 census, when Indige-
nous children accounted for 52.2

compared to less than one percent
for non-Indigenous children.
“To me that says that we will be

“I still think how much better
that would be for our community,”
added Ontario Regional Chief
Hare.

sented in the child welfare sys-

percent of children in care. More

wearing our Every Child Matters

The 2021 census data reveals
that Indigenous children make up
53.8 percent of all children in fos-

tem, according to Statistics
Canada’s latest release of 2021
census data. Ontario Regional

than three percent of Indigenous
children living in private house-
holds in 2021 were in foster care,

shirts for quite awhile,” Ontario
Regional Chief Hare told The
Expositor. “We have a long way to
go. I thought we were doing good
and making progress to where we
would be able to take care of our
own children. We can’t blame it
on COVID-19. It is a reality, and
the government needs to hand
that over to us. We have Kkids in
our communities that go through
school so that we can take care of

The Liberal government imple-
mented legislation in 2020 that
sought to reduce the overrepre-
sentation of Indigenous children
and youth in foster care and to
improve child and family servic-
es.

Statistics Canada also reported
the number of people identifying
as Indigenous in Canada grew
almost twice as fast as the non-
Indigenous population and now

Redrum makes a derc’

appointed rounds.

Members of the Redrum Motorcycle Club Spirit Island Chapter present a cheque for $3,230 to the owners of Buzwah
Variety (The Merchant’s Toys and Variety), Rick and Dawn Marie Jacko, in Wiikwemkoong. The funds were raised during
the club’s annual Spirit Run across Manitoulin Island and will be used to enhance the Haunted Trail being installed behind
the store in time for Hallowe’en this year. The trail should be open a few days before the ghosts and goblins make their

photo by Michael Erskine

our own kids.” ...continued on page 10

Army Corps announces plans to
stop invasive carp to Great Lakes

by Tom Sasvari

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN—The United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) has announced plans to stop the spread of invasive carp
in the Great Lakes and that’s good news, said a Great Lakes Fishery
Commission (GLFC) representative.

“It is very good news,” said Marc Gaden, communications director
and legislative liaison for GLFC. “It means the work that needs to be
done is moving forward, and the US Congress is providing funding for
the work.”

“I think it’s the next step in the Brandon Road lock in Illinois,” he
said. “It’s the final report, and very good news.”

USACE is trying to keep the project moving forward by modifying the
lock at Brandon Road and the physical structures, Mr. Gaden said.
“They have been working on preliminary designs, for shovels in the
ground (readiness).”

The plan is part of a multi-layered solution intended to contain a
growing population of invasive carp in the Illinois River. Over the next

...continued on page 11
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“who dares not offend, cannot be honest”

One Manitowaning Road

opinion

editorial

This will be the 10th year that The Expositor is sponsoring Harvest
Glory Days, an opportunity to get outside into the fresh fall air with
the entire family to showcase your decorating skills and harness your
inner community spirit.

Harvest Glory Days was the brainchild of former Manitoulin Pub-
lishing owner Rick McCutcheon and was envisioned as an opportuni-
ty for friendly competition between Manitoulin communities.
Islanders old and new are encouraged to get out there and do their
communities proud.

In order to level the playing field between communities there are
three separate categories for the friendly competition: large commu-
nities like Gore Bay, Mindemoya, M’Chigeeng, Little Current and
Wiikwemkoong; mid-sized communities including Sheguiandah,
Aundeck Omni Kaning, Kagawong, Providence Bay and Sheshegwan-
ing; and small communities which include Silver Water, Spring Bay,
Zhiihbaasing First Nation, South Baymouth and Sandfield.

While creativity and ingenuity are always great, this is one compe-
tition where more definitely counts—and just about anything goes
including homes, businesses, streetlights, community halls, bridges
and churches.

Oh, and did we mention prizes: There are prizes as each year The
Expositor awards big, bright signs that attest to the winning commu-

Harvest Glory Days will showcase community spirit

nities’ community spirit and there are spaces to recognize a commu-
nity’s succeeding years of accomplishments. Taking a gander about
the Island one will discover that there are signs in Silver Water, Prov-
idence Bay, Sheguiandah, Manitowaning, Gore Bay and Spring Bay.

To help out our judges those doing the decorating are asked to reg-
ister their work on The Expositor website at Manitoulin.com by Fri-
day, September 30. That will allow us to announce the winner by
Thanksgiving.

If there ever was a time when we should all be celebrating our
resiliency and community spirit it is these days, following the most
challenging years we have collectively seen in generations. Mani-
toulin has plenty of reasons to be proud of its people and communi-
ties and if your community has not won Harvest Glory Days in the
past, perhaps this is the year to secure top honours.

Harvest Glory Days is also a great time to join with friends and
neighbours to decorate community spaces around your neighbour-
hood. As an outdoor activity, decorating the community for Harvest
Glory Days just happens to be among the safest things you can doas a
group during these (hopefully) waning days of the pandemic.

So, get up and get moving, channel your inner decorator, and help
make your community spirit known to one and all.

letters

Lack of outrage over Northern riding changes dismays writer
Manitoulin should be its own riding both federally and provincially

To the Expositor:

After being suitably outraged by the excellent editorial from a couple
of weeks ago, ‘Plans to eliminate a Northern riding must be opposed”
(August 24, Page 4), I'm even more disturbed by the lack of response
from its readers.

Though I was distracted from replying earlier, I consider it better to
do so later than never. The Federal Electoral Districts Redistribution
Commission’s ongoing intention to reduce the number of federal rid-
ings according to population only continues to benefit more crowded
urban areas. This is especially affecting our local riding which has
evolved over the years from “Algoma-Manitoulin” to “Sault Ste. Marie”

and ‘“Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing” to the upcoming plan to absorb
“Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing” into the “Nickel Belt,” largely
including the city of Sudbury. Especially for those living on Manitoulin
Island, these decisions will have very real impacts on our rural quality
of life, regardless of partisan bent. Time is of the essence, to push back
and hard.

Rather than just fighting for the current riding boundaries, we
should demand the institution of the riding of “Manitoulin Island,” for
both provincial and federal elections.

Derek Stephen McPhail
Mindemoya

Major refit of Little Current Canada Post office currently underway

by Michael Erskine

LITTLE CURRENT—Plans are underway for a
major refit of the post office in downtown Lit-
tle Current, turning the facility into a pilot
business hub that will provide a host of new
services and feature a revamp of the internal
postal boxes to street addressing and provide
parcel pickup options.

Included in the proposed retrofit plans are
several outside changes such as a new
improved access ramp, electric vehicle and
bicycle charging stations and a large mural
featuring a painting by Little Current Indige-
nous artist Duncan Pheasant. The outside
changes need the approval of the Northeast
Town council, and the plans were presented
and approved during the September 20 meet-
ing of council.

The internal changes to the building do not
require council approval as Northeast Town
CAO Dave Williamson is empowered to act as
landlord and approves the leasehold improve-
ments.

The new addressing for the postal boxes will
require new keys for customers who utilize
the postal boxes and the box layout will change
somewhat, but the process will largely remain
the same for Canada Post clients.

On the Canada Post side, the postal boxes
will be arranged according to street, rather
than random boxes and sorters will load the
boxes by street address, rather than by post
office box number. The change should allevi-

should it be necessary in the future.

Shiny new postal boxes are installed at the Canada Post offices in Little Current. The new boxes require new keys
and are seeing some size changes. Work is being conducted in phases to not inconvenience clients.

photo by Michael Erskine

has already rolled out, stopping short of bank-

ate some frustration for customers who have
had challenges to get companies and organiza-
tions sending them mail to use the postal box
number—now the street number address will
be all that is needed.

Included in the changes will be a system for
customers to pick up parcels delivered
through the post boxes.

Holly Gill, manager of retail optimization at
Canada Post, provided a presentation to coun-
cil at its September 27 meeting in which she
outlined the changes underway.

Ms. Gill noted that the Duncan Pheasant
mural will be a blow-up of the original art-
work that will be attached to the side of the
building in a manner that will allow for
removal, replacement or upgrade/repair

Work on the new post office boxes is being
done in stages so as to least inconvenience
clients who depend on Canada Post services,
said Ms. Gill.

While concerns have been expressed by
some downtown merchants that changes
would reduce downtown traffic, postal offi-
cials assert the opposite will be the case as the
business hub concept is aimed at increasing
utilization of Canada Post services. The new
business hub concept is being rolled out in
three locations across the country, Little Cur-
rent being the second expected to go opera-
tional while a third in Saskatchewan is
already in operation.

Among the new services will be some finan-
cial service options in partnership with the
TD MyMoneyLoan program. That program

ing services long lobbied for by postal unions
and the federal NDP.

More details on the business hub services
are anticipated to be released soon.

Among the outdoor changes to the post
office building (the building is owned by the
Northeast Town and the larger portion is occu-
pied by the municipal offices) are two charg-
ing stations for vehicles on the parking lot side
and two electric bicycle charging stations to be
located on the North side of the building.

A proposal for Canada Post to expand its
footprint inside the building (after having
been reduced a number of years ago) was
rejected as the municipal offices have since
expanded into the previously space relin-
quished by Canada Post.
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Miriam Wailes

Miriam is enjoying the sun-
shine on her side deck, shelling a
bucket full of fresh peas just har-
vested from her garden behind
the house. Her porch is adorned
with a web of grapes that are ulti-
mately turned into a fine wine, a
taste of which is shared with the
writer after the interview. Flow-
ers decorate her home which is
nestled among the trees, not far
from the farm of her son Ted
Smith.

Miriam’s working life was
launched as a teen, in her dad’s
grocery store, “Steve’s.” Galt
Business College initiated her
teaching career which later con-
tributed to her role as radio opera-
tor for the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR). The MNR had
her directing traffic for various
related departments: fire, forest
management, fish and wildlife in
separate roles over the years.

Maternal great grandparents,
the Chestermans, married in 1880
in London, England, arriving in
Canada three years later. “Great-
grandfather liked plants and
became a florist. His passion later
was shared by Miriam’s son Ted
whose fascination with plant life
is clear. Great-grandfather had
eight children, one of whom, Ada,
married Edmund St. Clair and
became my grandmother. They
had two boys and two girls.
Muriel, their oldest, became my
mother. I do not remember much
about great-grandfather. I was
four when I walked with him,
holding his hand. He was nearly
blind, and he tripped over a tricy-
cle; I could have warned him
about it.”

i
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By Petra Wall

times. He has no children. He and
Sylvia Kemp live on the Poplar
Road at the Kemp farm. Eunice
married Norm Courvoisier and
they live in North Bay. They have
three boys. Eunice was a secre-
tary for the local Board of Educa-
tion. Norm worked in mainte-
nance for the same employer.
Eunice and Norm fostered seven

holding Eunice, front, Miriam, Peter, Andy with John.

“My father, Stephen Fletcher,
had immigrated to Canada with
his parents, Arthur and Mary,
from Yorkshire, England, at the
age of four. We also had eight chil-
dren in our family, Esther, Paul,
Philip, me, Peter, Andrew, John
and Eunice. Esther, trained as a
schoolteacher, married Don Gor-
don of Providence Bay and lived
in Scarborough. They have four
girls. Don, a carpenter, worked for
the local Board of Education.
Paul married Dorothy Rowe of
Gore Bay. They had four children,
three boys and a girl. He was a
produce manager at Dominion
Stores, and later became a preach-
er in Simcoe and Elmira. He
remarried after Dorothy died
about two years ago. Phil married
Sheila Chalk, an X-ray technician.
They have two boys and two girls
and lived in Galt where Phil was a
contractor. One son, Drew, is also
a contractor.”

“Peter, now passed, was a trav-
elling navy man. He had four chil-
dren, three with his first wife,
Sharon, and a boy with second
wife Nan. Jane came along later
in life. Peter and Jane retired in
Gore Bay. Andy married a Jane
also, and they have two boys and a
girl. He was a conservation officer
in Midland and lives in nearby
Port McNichol. John was another
navy man. He married three

children after their own family
was grown.”

“I remember my first Christ-
mas at age four. Peter and I were
given a tricycle to share. I chose
mornings to ride it,” Miriam
offers, smiling, “I knew he would
be napping in the afternoon.
Christmas was a special time.
When I was a bit older, I decided to
find the family Christmas tree. I
dragged that perfect tree home
only to find out cedar trees were
not popular and to make it worse,
everyone laughed. We went
through the war years in burlap
outfits. Both Esther’s and my
clothing were supplemented with
flour and sugar bags, but other
families did the same. After the
war, unused food coupons were
ideal for playing store.”

“I was a very rebellious child.
When Phil was 10 and I was eight,
we ran away from home. As mid-
dle children, we felt unappreciat-
ed for the extra work we did. One
day, Esther, told him to ‘get lost’
and that was the last straw. Phil
convinced me to escape with him.
It would be a great adventure and
teach our family a lesson. We both
got on his bike. A pillow was tied
to the crossbar for me, and we
rode all the way from Galt to Niag-
ara Falls. On the way, we tried
sleeping in a culvert under the
Queen Elizabeth Way Highway

Miriam and Howie at a family reunion in 2016.

but there were too many mosqui-
tos, to say nothing about the
heavy traffic. We looked for an
alternative and headed towards
some lights at a nearby farm-
house. When they opened the
door, we realized they did not
understand much English.”

“Nevertheless, they let us in,
fed us and we slept on the couch.
In the morning they served us
breakfast. We thanked them and
continued our journey to Niagara
Falls where we tried to cross the
border to wind up in Detroit
where we had an aunt. We bought
a permit to cross to the USA and
the Canadian side let us through,
but the American border guards
returned us to Canada. We were
escorted to a Niagara Falls’ cell
and our parents were contacted.
They were simply happy that we
were safe, at first.”

“Phil, being older, was likely
punished more significantly than
I was. Phil never got his permit
money back either. On the plus
side, we were more appreciated
after that escape, especially since
our story made the Galt Reporter.
‘Kids missing two days’ featured
our school photos and explained
in great detail how our escape had

Miriam, nine, at school.

materialized.”

The one-room Little Corner’s
School, on Highway No. 8, just
outside Galt, was where Miriam
got her early education. “My
birthday on March 20, 1941
allowed me to start school a year
early and finish Grade 1. I was
nervous in Grade 3, when I had to
stand up in front of the class and
tell a story. I talked about the S.S.
Hochelaga, a big ship launched
out of Collingwood. That launch
created a huge wave that broke
the coal retaining wall. It was an
interesting story, but I was so wor-
ried about being on stage, I acci-
dentally wet myself.”

“School was not my favourite
pastime. Homework was not fun,

but baseball was. One time in the
winter, a few of us broke into the
school and turned off the heat
source. When school was to start,
the building was much too cold
for lessons. We got the day off.
Another school trick had a few of
us eating wild leeks in the woods
at recess. Our breath was so garli-
cy that the teacher would send us
home. Another time, some of us
were reported for throwing snow-
balls at cars. I was the first girl to
be punished for this folly and got
the strap. I apologized and took
home a remorseful letter from the
teacher for my parents. My moth-
er read the letter and with refer-
ence to the strap, she responded in
writing, ‘put more elbow grease
into it next time’.”

High school in Galt proved to be
even more intimidating. “My
brother Phil, a two-year veteran,
accompanied me to the school to
show me around. Just the sheer
number of students, 1,000, was
scary. I did like being part of the
Cadets. We wore a uniform, were
outside and could skip class. On
Remembrance Day we marched
from the high school to the arena,
about two miles. Grade 10 was
challenging and I failed the first
time I took it.”

“In 1957 part of our family
moved to Manitoulin where dad
would be working with Harry
Croft in Gore Bay. Esther, Paul
and Phil were on their own. I was
the oldest to move to Manitoulin
where the curriculum was so dif-
ferent. No home economics was
available, and I would need Latin
which meant I would have to
repeat Grade 9. I decided to quit
school. Dad had bought a grocery
store from Bud Thorburn. He
called it ‘Steve’s’ and I started to
work there. Hugh McLaughlin’s
office is there now. For the next
three years, I did all jobs, enjoyed
drinking pop and eating lots of
candy. Our parents also had a 30-
year lease for the Janet Head
lighthouse in Gore Bay. They lived
there and we spent cottage time
there when we could.”

“By 1961, I realized that I need-
ed a new career, so I went back to
Galt to their Business College. 1
lived with my grandmother, Ada
St. Clair. During the summer, I
picked peaches in Simcoe and
boarded with brother Paul. I
saved money to return to college
in the fall. After graduation in
1962, I got administrative work
with Preston Heat Treating Cor-
poration, where they used heat to
harden steel. This was the time I
went off the rails and ‘sowed
some wild oats,” so to speak. An
unexpected pregnancy changed
my plans. I moved to Parry Sound
and gave birth to a baby boy. It
was a difficult decision, but I
decided to give him to a family
who would be able to give him a
better head-start.”

“My next stop was Orillia
where I taught business college
from 1963 to 1969. I met Ross
Smith again and we got married.
We had three children, Edmund
(Ted), Glenda and Loretta (Lori).
In 1969, the college closed, and we
moved to Manitoulin where I
worked in accounts payable for
the Board of Education. My par-
ents still lived there. In 1972, Ross
and I separated, and I moved to
Gogama to be a radio operator for
the MNR. I worked for all the serv-
ices tying into this ministry. Dur-
ing the fire season, I was the radio
operator.”

“I bought a property in Gogama
and started to build a house. The
outside walls, roof, doors, and

windows went up. I had no insur-
ance. At the end of August, Ted,
Glenda, Lori, and I headed to the
Canadian National Exhibition,
the ‘CNE,” in Toronto. We stopped
on Manitoulin to pick up my niece
and catch the ferry. It was after
midnight, and we were parked at
the ferry dock awaiting the
arrival of my niece. The kids were
sleeping in the back of the van.
My brother-in-law came up to my
window and asked me to open it.”

“’Your house has burned down,’
he shared. My boss in Gogama
had contacted him. We found out
later that arson had been
involved.

We had nothing but the clothes
on our backs. We sold the lot with
the burned house, and I bought a
tiny house in Gogama.”

“We added to it over time. A
firefighter I knew, along with his
crew, built the foundation of the
addition. A retired carpenter
showed me how to put up studs,
rafters and shingles. Many of my
work mates from the MNR
showed up to help. A Junior
Ranger firefighter who taught
electricity in Toronto taught me
how to do the wiring. Soon, we
had a good place to live. During
my years in Gogama, I was also a
volunteer ambulance attendant.
During one vacation, we visited
my brother in Inuvik. We flew in
total darkness to the Beaufort Sea
with the RCMP. There was just a
sliver of the sun on the horizon.”

“In 1980, I bid on a radio-opera-
tor job in Timmins, representing
all northern districts. The Goga-
ma job had been restricted to one

Ted graduates from High School.

district. This job included all the
major centers in the northern dis-
trict. I helped my supervisor and
learned all about aircraft dis-
patching. My office was next to
Howie Wailes, who had been our
weather contact in the field. Part
of my job with Howie was inspect-
ing weather stations tied to the
Timmins centre. Howie gave
briefings for fire management
and passed on weather updates to
me for the pilots.”

If a fire had broken out in a
northern region like Pewanuk, on
the Hudson’s Bay coast, it would
have been Miriam’s job to evacu-
ate the population. One such fire
did break out, but it was con-
trolled, and evacuation was not
needed. In 1981, at 50, Miriam also
took up curling. Meanwhile, son
Ted was taking photography at
Humber College. Later he attend-
ed Sir Sandford Fleming, major-
ing in fish and wildlife.

Howie and Miriam decided to
take the next step. Howie pro-
posed to Miriam, and they were
wed on September 30, 1989, by
Miriam’s dad. “Ted gave me away
and took the photos. Glenda and
Lori stood with me. Most of our
family members were there.” For
the honeymoon, the couple hunt-
ed moose in Oba, but no moose
could be found. On a side note,
Miriam was a good friend of Mike
Mantha’s parents, Bucko and Rita
Mantha. “We travelled to Disney-
world in Florida together. I recall
that Mike’s youngest brother
Daniel and my Lori both fell
asleep while watching the parade

...continued on page 29




PAGE 6—THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR

Wednesday, September 28, 2022

Addictions services are available on Island, but awareness is lackmg

by Lori Thompson,
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
AUNDECK OMNI KAN-
ING—Services to help those
struggling with addiction
are available on the Island

about them. That was a gen-
eral consensus among serv-
ice providers and partici-
pants at the addiction
recovery breakfast held last
week in Aundeck Omni
Kaning. First Nations com-

been leaders in providing
wraparound care, making it
easier for Indigenous indi-
viduals and families on the
Island to access a range of
services.

Allison Dodge is a mental

but people don't Kknow

munities especially have

health and addictions work-

Law & Order|

Espanola driver charged with
impaired after traffic complaint
On September 17 at approximately 5:30
am, the Manitoulin detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) responded
to a traffic complaint at the Swing Bridge
at Little Current, on Manitoulin Island.

The complainant reported a vehicle was
failing to proceed across the bridge on the
green light and the drivers head was
observed resting on the steering wheel.
Police spoke with the driver and deter-
mined they had consumed drugs. They
were subsequently arrested and returned
to the detachment for further tests.

Christian Gauvin, 39 years old, of
Espanola was charged with operation
while impaired, alcohol and drugs; opera-
tion while impaired, blood drug concen-
tration, possession of a Schedule I sub-
stance, cocaine; and possession of
imitation weapon for dangerous purpose.

The accused is scheduled to appear
before the Ontario Court of Justice in
Espanola on October 24.

Impaired driver charged on
Highway 17

man has been charged with impaired driv-
ing on Highway 17, in the City of Greater
Sudbury.

On September 17 at 12:08 am, members
of the Nipissing West (Sudbury) detach-
ment of the OPP received a dispute com-
plaint on the side of Highway 17 in the City
of Greater Sudbury.

Police located two individuals and it was
determined that one person, who was the
driver of a vehicle, was impaired. The driv-
er was arrested and transported to the Sud-
bury OPP detachment for further testing.

As a result of the investigation, Lee
Jacko, 34, from WRFN, was charged with
operation while impaired, alcohol and
drugs and operation while impaired, blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus).

The accused was released on an under-
taking and is scheduled to appear at the
Ontario Court of Justice in Sudbury on
November 16.

The driver was issued a 90-day adminis-
trative driver’s licence suspension and the
vehicle was impounded for seven days.

No person was injured during the dis-
pute.

er with NO0Jmovv1n Teg
Health Centre. Ms. Dodge
has worked in this field for
about 10 years so she knows
what help is available but
knows that doesn’t mean
that others do. “I hear it all
the time,” she said.
“There’s nothing offered. I
know it’s offered. There’s
lots offered, but we need to
get that information out
there, which is why it’s
important to have some-
thing like this breakfast
event available.”

At Noojmowin Teg,
which provides services to
Manitoulin’s seven First
Nation communities,
clients have access to multi-
ple service options, Ms.
Dodge said. “That’s the
braided philosophy that we
have, where we can kind of
braid mental health with
traditional. When I'm work-
ing with somebody for men-
tal health, I also look at
‘How’s your nutrition
going? Maybe you should
speak with my dietician.
Do you have a family doc-
tor? No? Let’s connect you
to primary care. It’s really
that whole braid of care.”

M’Chigeeng First Nation
is utilizing a similar
approach with its Addic-
tions Services Initiative

M'Chigeeng Peer Support
& Outreach

Wi e mot reaponsible for the pain 200
af aur people,

Bt the healing requined

scill e ors %

with access to multiple
services through one point
of contact. Leslie Scott is a
systems navigator with the
Peer Support and Outreach
Program. Her job entails
helping anybody in the
community who needs
access to supports, services
or resources.

That’s a vast number of
things, she said. “It could be
somebody coming in to
apply for ODSP or looking
to go back to school. It’s
more the bridge for the
community and depart-
ments. Lots of people don’t
know where to go so they
can come to me and I can
help them fill out online

Leslie Scott, systems navigator, and Wrenn Corbiere, mental health
and addictions educator, of M'Chigeeng First Nation's peer support
and outreach program.

do applications. A lot of
people want to do treatment
and I can get them there
within sometimes two
days.”

She pointed to co-worker
Wrenn Corbiere, who was
recently hired as a mental
health and addictions edu-
cator. He will be providing
the education portion for
the program for the com-
munity. “It could be how to
use Naloxone kits, or what
are opioids or different sub-
stances, or what is a harm
reduction kit and why are
we handing them out,” she
said.

“Right now, we’re work-
ing on breaking the stigma

A Whitefish River First Nation (WRFN)

and Peer Support and Out-
reach programs, assisting

paperwork. I can help them .
...continued on page 19

Friends and Neighbours

Kagawong
Team Fergmeijer

Deep thoughts to start off this week: If you place a sin-
gle cherry in a pail, is that just a drupe in the bucket?

This weekend's 4elements Living Arts Elemental Festi-
val is going to be fantabulous! Everything from story-
telling to a family ceili and dance, to improv, to music in
nature... all right here in Kagawong! For specific days and
times, check out: https://4elementslivingarts.org/elemen-
tal-festival/ The Angel Bus "Fall'N Angels" Dance
fundraiser is back!

This Saturday, October 1 from 7-11 pm, get your groove
on at the Burpee & Mills Community Hall and support a
fantastic cause. Tickets are $15 per person. Music by the
Manitoulin Swing Band and Missy's Groovy Little Band.
The Angel Bus is a wheelchair accessible van that pro-
vides transportation free of charge to residents of Mani-
toulin Lodge and adult citizens of Western Manitoulin
with mobility issues. You can also donate directly to the
Angel Bus: https://www.manitoulinauxiliary.org/donate

Team Fergmeijer watched a documentary on how to
make pickles this past week. It was jarring.

Though Mary B is unable to participate in this year's
Run for the Cure in Sudbury this weekend, Kagawong will
still be well-represented! Heather T is once again
running for friends like Mary and fundraising for breast
cancer research, prevention, and patient care. It's not too
late to donate! Visit http://support.cancer.ca/goto/hthei-
jsmeijer

The Manitoulin Planning Board is holding a series of
public meetings for the purposes of receiving public com-
ments and considering the adoption of proposed new zon-
ing by-laws. The meeting for the Township of Billings will
be virtual, on Wednesday, October 5th at 7 pm. Contact
Kathy at the town office for the link.

We decided we wanted a new pet, so we went to the pet
store to buy a goldfish. The clerk asked us if we wanted an
aquarium, but we told him we don't really believe in astrol-
ogy.

A note to all eligible voters in Billings - all municipal
ballots are mail-in. They should be arriving in your mail-
box late September or early October. Want to get some clar-
ity on who to vote for? Come out to the All-Candidate meet-
ing at the Park Centre on Thursday, October 6th. You can
meet and greet the candidates informally from 6:30 to 7
pm; the candidates will have a chance to formally speak to
the audience from 7 to 8 pm; questions will be taken 8 to 9
pm and closing remarks will be at 9:30 pm. Moderator will
be John Diebolt. The meeting will also be available via
Zoom for those not able to attend in-person. Contact Sandy
Cook (cookilburrow@hotmail.com) by October 3rd to
receive the Zoom link.

In related news, the library will be closing early on
Thursday, October 6th to allow all employees and board
members to attend the all candidates' meeting. Adjusted
hours will be 4 pm to 5:30 pm.

Exciting news - Christmas in Kagawong is back! We'll
post more information as we receive it, but for now, mark
November 18-20th on your calendars.

We're once again putting out the call for your original
short poems/haikus/limericks and the like. Submit them
to fergmeijer@gmail.com and we'll get them in the col-
umn! As long as they are PG. The Expositor editors only
let us get away with so much.

A forgetful old gasman named Dieter,

Who went poking around his gas heater, Touched a leak
with his light.

He blew out of sight-

And, as everyone who knows anything about poetry can
tell you, he also ruined the meter.

Have a good week!

Cards on Friday night had two tables. High lady was
Brenda Carter with 74 points. High man was Karen Noble
with 63 points. Millie Kelly won the ladies' lone hands with
four and Steve Gugelyk won mens' lone hands with three.
Most euchres were won by Hellen Black with 10. The juice
was brought home by Bob Benedict. The money jar is safe
for another week.

Rose had her grandson Dylan Hildreth and his girl-
friend Mariah Albles up for a visit. The two of them got
engaged up here in Meldrum Bay and I understand that
her ring is beautiful. While they were here, they did all of
Rose's cooking for her. She didn't have to do a thing.

Wendy VanEvery has just returned from a visit in Cal-
gary visiting her son. It's nice to have her back.

Rick and I were driving into Gore Bay and passed a large
number of bikers bicycling into Meldrum Bay. They
looked surprisingly cheerful and energetic and many of
them waved at us as we drove by. I cannot wave and ride a
bike at the same time. There were about 23 bikes and they
stayed at the Inn and at the campground. Congratulations
to Dr Scott and his crew for their fantastic fundraiser, The
Tour de Meldrum.

Irene Duncanson in Silver Water had an auction on the
weekend. Several from Meldrum Bay went to it and there
were a lot of very nice things auctioned off. Irene has been
a part of Silver Water for a long time and my main inter-
actions were through cards on Thursday night and UCW
meetings.

Karen cancelled her usual sale at her place due to the
auction, but I understand it will be on again next weekend.
Rick and I have been to Gore Bay for our next COVID shot.

One more layer of protection never hurts.

Rene Lampe has had a very serious struggle. Mice
had invaded his car. Multiple attempts to get rid of them
did not work. Meanwhile they chewed everything they
could chew, storing sunflower seeds in the ceiling, and
raising their young and popping out of various openings
while he was driving. He has also invested a great deal in
Al's garage that has had to repair much of the mouse dam-

age. He thinks he finally has them beat. Good luck
Rene.

Jane Wismer did the service at the church this week.
Hellen Black's beautiful large sunflowers were at the front
and really added a note of cheer. Thank you to Jane and

Doug for helping us out.

Siluer Waten

Kanen Uoble

Wednesday, we went to Little Current for an appoint-
ment for Albert. We took some liquor containers with us
and turned them in. We have now raised over $3,100 for the
Gore Bay Medical Centre.

I worked with Norm Morrell at Irene Duncanson's auc-
tion on Saturday. It was a good day except for the rain that
fell. It was difficult writing on wet paper, but we did it. The
UCW sold lunch and did very well. Thank you to everyone
who helped at the auction and with the lunch and to every-
one who came out to shop.

Saturday was the bicycle ride from Mindemoya to Mel-
drum Bay, the Tour de Meldrum, and back to raise funds
for the Mindemoya Hospital. There were approximately 30
cyclists. Albert delivered their lunch to them in Evansville
and had a chat with the first few riders that arrived.
Thank you to Myra Duncanson and Brenda Carter for
helping me finish preparing it early Saturday morning.

Albert had John Jagt and Ross Hall help him at the recy-
cle bins on Saturday afternoon. There were not too many
people out since a lot of local residents were at the auc-
tion.

Kate Duncanson and Chip Tomisch were here for a few
days last week visiting her mother, Myra Duncanson.
There were a few nights with lots of chatting and little
sleep and lots of cribbage.

Gladys Duncanson spent the weekend in Southern
Ontario with some of her nieces.

Sunday afternoon at the Silver Water Community Hall,
the Local Services Board had its election meeting.

Congratulations to the new board consisting of John
Jagt, Brenda Carter, Kit McEvoy, Carl Barager and me.

There will be a market in our yard on October 1, no mar-
ket on October 8 as it is Thanksgiving weekend. We are
making plans for switching to Christmas-themed sales lat-
er in October.

There is a Manitoulin Planning Board meeting at the
hall on Wednesday, September 28 at 2 pm. This concerns
the by-law relating to both Robinson and Dawson Town-
ships. There is the Silver Water Recreation Centre election
meeting on Monday, October 3 at 7 pm. Everyone is wel-
come to both meetings.

Condolences to the family of Roger McDonald. Condo-
lences to the family of Jan Turley.
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Mustang trio represents in Timmins!

Coach Gerry Holliday took just three MSS runners to Timmins for
the 40th annual, super competitive Brother R Saumur XC Invitational.
The small but mighty group however, did their Coach proud, of course.
Alan Wilkin was the third senior boy, overalll Xavi Mara won his
Junior Boys’ race! Finally, Maren Kasunich not only won the Senior
Girls’ event but set a new course record by almost a full minute! Con-
gratulations runners and Coach! The full Manitoulin Mustangs’ team
are still training hard for their Pre-NSSSA primer at the Rainbow
Ridge golf course for NSSSA. The North Shore meet will be their ticket
to NOSSA. Good luck, all!

What an amazing
set of runs.

Alan Wilkin was the third
senior boy, overall! Xavi
Mara won his Junior
Boys’ race! Finally,
Maren Kasunich not only
won the Senior Girls’
event but set a new
course record by almost
a full minute!

High level hockey'

Delaney Bridgeman and her U18 A Sudbury Lady Wolves team-
mates were in Oshawa for the 2022 Lady Generals Fall Classic this past
weekend. The SLW side got off to a roaring start Friday with a 5-0 win
over the Markham-Stouffville Stars, Delaney scoring 2 and assisting on
one. Next up were the Lindsay Lynx, who the girls battled to a scoreless
draw, finishing day 1 with 3 points.

Saturday’s first game, against the North Simcoe Capitals, saw the
SLW side trailing 1-0 with time winding down. After pulling their goalie
for the extra attacker, a bumbled SLW pass created a turnover that end-
ed up in the empty net for a 2-0 loss. Saturday’s second game was
against first place Whitby Wolves, a must win as the Whitby side had 4
points. The teams were evenly matched and the difference was Delaney,
who buried a backhander five hole with five minutes remaining in the
first period that stood up for a 1-0 win. That win gave the girls first
place in their division and set a date Sunday morning in the semis
against the Bluewater Hawks.

In the semis the SLW went up early again, Kendra Cole scoring to
make it 1-0. Bluewater roared back as the Lady Wolves found them-
selves in the box 3 times in 16 seconds, the Hawks scoring 3 successive
power play markers to go up 3-1. After a disallowed goal that would
have drawn the Lady Wolves within a goal, a deflection the referee
deemed was kicked in, a deflated SLW saw the chance to move to the
final slip away, losing 4-1. Great tournament girls, and a very positive
start to a promising season.

Can we not do better, people?

I hope you can indulge me in yet, another fishing rant. Last year, I
complained about the disgusting display of salmon going to waste on
the side of the river. The females gutted for their eggs alone and the
males left to rot. This year, over just two days, a friend and myself wit-
nessed more poaching, habitat destruction and just inconsiderate
behavior towards fellow human beings!

Once again, adults demonstrated that they can be horrible role mod-
els for young, upcoming sports-people. There were some illegally snag-
ging fish that were just struggling upstream to complete their life cycle.
Grown-ups thrashing through spawning areas, chasing foul-hooked
fish. Overnight camping in areas clearly posted as illegal. Poachers,
fishing in a sanctuary that were directly told of that fact. Etc.

People who built on a small sand-bar in the middle of the river. Peo-
ple throwing trash all around an overflowing garbage can. People run-
ning a quad up and down a protected beach, making donuts in the sand.
Kilometers of disposed fishing line all along the river-banks. Etc.

Youngsters, walking through the middle of spawning beds in front of
people fishing. People screaming out the vilest language in front of
young children. I should not need to go on. Please people, this is a com-
mon resource, a common area and it should not be ruined by the rude
and self-entitled.

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com

Annual Tour de Meldrum benefits Mlndemoya Hospltal

Close to 30 riders took part in the annual Tour de Meldrum bicycle ride this past weekend. The ride will benefit the Manitoulin

Health Centre (MHC) Mindemoya hospital site.

by Tom Sasvari

MINDEMOYA—This year’s Tour de Meldrum bicy-
cle ride has once again benefitted the Manitoulin
Health Centre (MHC) Mindemoya Hospital site.

“All the funds we raised this year will be going to
the ‘Let’s Emerg Together’ fundraising campaign for
the emergency department expansion at the Minde-
moya Hospital,” stated Dale Scott, organizer of the
event.

A total of 26 riders, with five support vehicles,
began their journey early Saturday morning on
their trip to Meldrum Bay where riders had dinner
and stayed at the Meldrum Bay Inn that evening,
heading out on the return journey to Mindemoya
Sunday morning.
“We have already raised $4,000,” Mr. Scott told The
Expositor prior to the start of the ride.

This year marks the twenty-first year the ride has

photo by Tom Sasvari

taken place. Mr. Scott initiated the annual event, rid-
ing solo the first year and with three participants
accompanying him the second and third years. The
event was launched with the idea of the ride being
used to raise funds for the Mindemoya Hospital Aux-
iliary.

Usually, riders venture from Mindemoya to
M’Chigeeng First Nation then to Kagawong, Gore
Bay and continuing to Meldrum Bay.

This year, due to the poor conditions of both High-
ways 542 and 540, “we are having to take a different
route this year for the ride, avoiding a good portion
of the highways,” said Mr. Scott. “And we can’t have
lunch in Evansville as we usually do because of the
highway conditions.”

Mr. Scott noted, “the Silver Water Women’s Auxil-
iary has generously offered to provide lunch for all
participants.”

MICA Island-wide e- blke chargmg statlon pl’Q]ECt 1n1t1ated

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—The Manitoulin
Island Cycling Advocates (MICA)
micro-ability share charging sta-
tion project is now up and run-
ning. Charging stations and e-
bikes are now in place in seven
Manitoulin Island locations.

“We are so excited this is finally
happening,” stated Maja Mielo-
nen, president of the Manitoulin
Island Cycling Advocates (MICA)
on the installation of the e-bike
charging stations on Monday.

“This is such an Island wide
project,” said Ms. Mielonen.
“MICA has been incredibly fortu-
nate to have had such a good
working relationship with all the
municipalities involved over the
past 10 years and our other part-
ners.”

The charging stations were
installed in South Baymouth,
Manitowaning, Little Current,
Kagawong, Gore Bay, Mindemoya
and Providence Bay. All stations
are located on municipal proper-
ties and will connect to existing
municipal hydro service.

Ms. Mielonen said the work on
this proposal started in 2018, in a
presentation MICA made to
municipal councils and roads
Crews.

In 2019 funding was provided by
FedNor and NOHFC ($157,000)
and MICA and Destination North-
ern Ontario provided ten percent
as well as in-kind support from
the six municipalities, Ms. Mielo-
nen told The Expositor. By the
time all is said and done, the pro-

Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates president Maja Mielonen is all-smiles during
the launch of new charging stations on Manitoulin.

ject’s total cost is about $200,000.

To begin 20 electric bicycles (e-
bikes) will be available Island
wide for rent.

The e-bikes will expand the
ability of locals who like to com-
mute by bicycle who may not have
bicycles, or to bike with friends
who are cyclists. It will encourage
boaters and walk-on visitors trav-
elling by the ferry to reach out to
more Island attractions and com-
munities.

Originally, MICA had visited
Island municipalities to get a feel
for public opinion on the e-bike
project and received agreements
in principle from all municipali-
ties.

“Users are going to be able to

photo by Tom Sasvari

rent a bike at one of the seven sta-
tions on the Island and dock in
another community,” said Ms.
Mielonen, who pointed out the
program, “is all app-driven and
people will be able to pay for the e-
bike rentals using their credit
card.”

Ms. Mielonen said that, “in
total we have 20 e-bikes. Each
community is providing more
docking space than the actual
space needed for the bikes. We
will run the project with the 20
bicycles for a year but there is def-
initely the potential for future
growth. MICA will buy additional
bikes as it fits with community
demand.”

PLEASE SEE OUR NEW HOURS

THURSDAYS
AT 8 PM

Wings & apps
available!

NIGHT!

INN HOTEL

Dining ¢ Bar ¢ Catering * Rooms

Downtown Little Current e 705-368-2023

FALLICIOUS MENU

starting October 5, visit our Facebook for details

THANKSGIVING TURKEY DINNER
with all the fixings
October 7 and 8 | $25.50
AT RIEIIIIIITTIIIIIIIIIIIEIEITITIEIIEIE|.
FIND OUR MENU ONLINE AT
ANCHORGRILL.COM/DINING

Restaurant Hours:

SUNDAY: 9 AM - 2 PM
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY - SATURDAY: 9 AM - 9 PM

Bar Hours:

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM
THURSDAY: 4 PM - 10 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 1 AM
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Elemental Festival taking place in Kagawong over October 1 weekend

by Tom Sasvari
KAGAWONG—A perform-
ance of Ariadne is one of
the many highlights of the
fifth annual Elemental Fes-
tival, being hosted by 4ele-
ments Living Arts over the
October 1-2 weekend at the
Park Centre in Kagawong.

Ariadne is the classically
trained collaborative of
soprano Brooke Dufton
with Rebecca Danard on
clarinet. Inspired by the
work of R. Murray Schafer,
Ariadne creates site-specif-
ic productions that use
water, rocks, trees, canoes,
natural sounds, voices and
instruments to create a
meditative and mystical
performance. The audience
will sit on the beach (bring
a chair or blanket) while
the magic unfolds around
them.

“Soprano Brooke Dufton
and clarinetist Rebecca
Danard are Ariadne, a clas-
sical duo who specialize in
outdoor performance,” said
2022 Festival Coordinator
Lou Hayden. “They will

delight audiences with
their magical performance
at Sandy Beach in Kaga-
wong on Saturday and Sun-
day mornings, where they
will be performing from a
canoe.”

“Brook and Rebecca pres-
ent a sound musical per-
formance from a canoe,
with the music and sounds
echoing across the water,”
said Susan Snelling of 4ele-
ments.

“We’re delighted to be
back again this year for our
fifth festival, to bring you
another amazing lineup of
local and visitor perform-
ers and artists at the Kaga-
wong Park Centre,” said
Ms. Hayden.

The M’Chigeeng Ladies
Drum Group will open the
festival. On Saturday morn-
ing and again in the after-
noon, the O’Schraves Ceili
and Family workshop will
take place.

“We’re delighted to be
bringing the O’Schraves
family to Kagawong this
year, for what’s sure to be a

great time for all, an after-
noon ceili dance, concert
and fun activities earlier in
the day,” Ms. Hayden said.
“They are an award win-
ning, highly accomplished
group of musicians, educa-
tors and community lead-
ers from the Algoma region
who play piano, bagpipes,
whistle, flute, fiddle, cello
and guitar.”

Also on Saturday morn-
ing, local Island dance
artist and educator Candice
Irwin will share her latest
work ‘Water Body’, a devel-
opment of her water-based
work with local youth
dancers earlier this year in
which Georgia Hathaway
was also a guest musician
collaborator, added Ms.
Hayden. Both events were
present by 4elements.

On Saturday afternoon,
“If you want to improve
your confidence, public
speaking skills, enhance
creative thinking or sharp-
en performance skills by
playing some silly game,
come and try out improv,”

MSS runners post good results at annual
cross country meet held in Timmins

TIMMINS—Three Mani-

toulin Secondary School
(MSS) cross-country run-
ners fared very well at a
competition in Timmins,
with two runners taking
first place in their divisions

MSS runner Maren Kasunich
won the senior girls’ division.

and a third placing third in
his division.

“Ran up in Timmins
today,” reported coach Ger-
ry Holliday, last Thursday.
“I brought three runners,
Xavi Mara, Alan Wilkin
and Maren Kasunich. Xavi
won the junior boys’ divi-
sion, Alan finished third in
senior boys,” he pointed
out. “And Maren won the
senior girls’ division, set-
ting a new course record.”

Maren set the senior
female 6,000 metre new
course record in a time of
23 minutes, 46 seconds.

In the senior male 6,000
metre cross country run,
Alan finished third with a
time of 23:40.

Xavi, running in the jun-
ior male 5,000 metre cross
country run, posted a first-
place time of 18:32.

After a two-year absence
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, runners had
returned to the trails at
Hershey Lake in Timmins
for the 40th annual Frere
Roland Saumur Invitation-
al Cross-Country meet.

Manitoulin Secondary School
runner Xavi Mara displays his
winning form.

Manttouny Fxtra

NOTICE

The Manitoulin Extra will be
discontinued as of the last week in

September (the issue dated
Thursday, September 29th).

The Manitoulin Publishing Co. Ltd.
would like to thank our customers for
nearly 20 years of support.

Circumstances beyond our control have
made this difficult decision necessary.

said Ms. Hayden. Scott Flo-
rence, one half of Sudbury-
based performance and
community company ‘odd-
hawks,” will be bringing fun
to the festival with a begin-
ners improvisation work-
shop for adults and youth 14
years of age and older.

Georgia Hathaway, 4ele-
ments’ artist-in-residence
will be returning to Mani-
toulin to share her new
songs and tunes.

No musical experience is
necessary for this work-
shop that will help you find
the delight in the feeling of
grounded listening and
sounding in community.

Ms. Dufton will also be
sharing her expertise in
vocalization techniques in
natural outdoor settings on
Saturday at Riverbend
Stage, during her Listen-
ing Out Loud workshop
inspired by the work of R.
Murray Schafer. Learn to
see the world afresh with
your ears. Deep listening
experiences in nature revi-
talize and inspire us,
increasing our awareness
of the beauty surrounding
us everywhere. In this
playful workshop, partici-
pants will explore both lis-
tening and sound making
with exercises designed to

“hone your attention,
awaken your voice, and
open your ears.”

Another Saturday after-
noon event is a presenta-
tion by photographer and
filmmaker Cassidy McAu-
liffe called ‘Women Who
Break Trail.” Ms. McAuli-
ffe combines art and story-
telling in her project fea-
turing little-known stories

g

TRAGTORS

of trailblazing Ontario
women: lumberjills, Indige-
nous women, frontier
women, wilderness riders
and gold rush prospectors.

Ms. McAuliffe and her
sister, Caitlin, are the Wood-
land Sisters. They create
work inspired by Northern
Ontario, sisterhood, and
social/environmental
themes. You can catch Cas-
sidy McAuliffe working
around the festival this
year as she captures some
special moments on film for
4elements.

To round out the fabulous
festival day on Saturday,
Island favourites Elijah and
the Backburners will get
you up and out of your
chair with their power-

house blend of 50s and 60s
rock and roll, rockabilly,
and blues. Bring your danc-
ing shoes and dance the
night away!

Don’t forget to set your
alarm for Sunday morning
and bring your chair or
blanket for Ariadne’s
waterside show at Sandy
Beach.

“I hope to see you all out
at the festival,” said Ms.
Hayden. “You can catch me,
Lou Hayden, at the

O’Schraves Family Ceili,
calling some of the dances
and of course, taking lots of
photos.”

All events are free to
attend but donations are
welcome.

Canadian Tai Chi Acédemi)

is pleased to announce the resumption of
Tai Chi Classes!

AN

Spring Bay Hall
Mondays for 12 weeks
Starting on September 26
$60.00

10 a.m. to 12 noon

For more information, please phone or email
Jean Pearce at:

705 377 5845
jean@manitoulin-island.com

2014 John Deere XUV 550 S4

$16,495

d DEAL OF THE WEEK

condition, $80,895
$49,895

Loader $57,895

mower deck, $11,895

hp, $64,995

e  Kubota M6S111 Cab & Loader, excellent

e  Kubota BV4580 5x6 Round Baler, Net Wrap,

e  Kubota M7060 Cab Tractor & LA1154

e Kubota L4760HTCC tractor with new A1055
loader in good condition, $56,995 °

e Enorossi DM5 disc mower, $5,495

e  Frontier DM1160 disc mower, $3,995

e  Kubota BX1860 4wd tractor & loader w/

e John Deere 6420 & Loader, diesel, 4x4, 110

e Kubota MX5400 4x4, Cab, Loader $54,000
e  Kubota ZD28 diesel commercial zero-turn

SALES & SERVICE

$14,995

e McBride 2-horse trailer, gooseneck, hitch
tandem axles, $7,995
e John Deere 455 garden tractor and loader,

$10,795

$24,895

$8,895

mower, good condition, $9,995
e John Deere 350 crawler loader & backhoe,

Kubota BX TLB, backhoe & front loader
Kubota BX1500, tractor & 3ph snowblower,

Kubota L5740HSTC, $39,895

Kubota RTV900G, $5,595

Kubota T90 lawn tractor w/ blower, $8,395
Kubota M5-111 cab & loader, diesel, 4x4,
air-conditioned cab, $75,995

|<I ) bol‘q N JoHNDEERE
(705) 248-2208

FAX: (705) 248-3170
Website: www.northshore-tractor.ca

Family owned and operated business focused on providing high quality products

and exceptional customer service.

30 Calabogie Road, Echo Bay, ON PO0S 1C0
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...Meet the candidates for mayor and council of Central Manitoulin

...continued from page 3

...Maja Mielonen for Mayor
the proponents of a waste to energy plant proposed to be
based in Central Manitoulin) have been held in camera. I
do know there is a plan to offer them a lease with option to
purchase land near the current abattoir.”

Ms. Mielonen said she believes it is important that Cen-
tral Manitoulin look to the future through a lens of sus-
tainability and innovation. She notes that council has been
aware of the issues surrounding the community’s landfill
site for 20 years. “We must acknowledge the present,” she
said. “Something needs to be done.”

Ms. Mielonen noted that Central Manitoulin has been
very successful in attracting seniors to settle in the com-
munity through establishing and expanding opportunities.
“We need to do more to create the ability for those seniors
to stay in the community, instead of having to go to Little
Current or Gore Bay,” she said, adding that more needs to
be done to improve opportunities for youth.

Ms. Mielonen noted that European communities have
enjoyed considerable success with models pairing seniors
and senior care with youth and childcare. “Seniors and the
young are a good match,” she said. “The old have patience
and the young need guidance.”

Other key challenges include the need for affordable
housing, an issue that Central Manitoulin shares with
communities across the province, she notes. “Job retention
and affordable entry-level housing are very important. Job
opportunities are here,” she continued, “but here needs to

be a place for people to stay in order to take advantage of
those opportunities.”

“I really admire the people who stood up for the Minde-
moya Old School,” she said, “honouring our history, cele-
brating and being proud of what our history is.” Ms. Mielo-
nen noted the current plans for repurposing of the
Mindemoya Old School. “I think the Old School will be a
revolving door of opportunities for seniors.”

“We need to embrace the future with a clear vision and
a clear plan for our asset management,” she said. “All com-
munities are mandated by the province to have an asset
management plan in place; the last time Central Mani-
toulin created one was a while back.”

Ms. Mielonen said that council’s decision to pour vast
sums of money into assets such as the arena in Minde-
moya was not the way to go. “That arena was red-flagged
years ago as something that needs to be replaced,” she
said. “We need to have a vision and strategic plan where
people are able articulate what they want.”

She pointed to the need for more recreational assets
along the community’s waterfronts, both for residents and
visitors.

As for the assets she would bring to the head of the
council table, Ms. Mielonen pointed to her experience and
many successes in lobbying different levels of govern-
ment, noting that she has a great rapport with the Min-
istry of Transportation through her work on creating
1,500 kilometres of cycling trails across the North, paved
shoulders on Highways 550 and 551 (“we are working on
Highway 552 which remains in terrible shape.”).

Steve Shaffer for Mayor

...continued from page 3

Steve Shaffer is hoping to have the top job in Central
Manitoulin council this October and is running for mayor
of the municipality.

“For the past four years, I have sat on Central Mani-
toulin council. You don’t do that job, and yes, it’s a job, for
the accolades and you certainly don’t do it for the pay. You
do it because you have a vision, passion, and a commit-
ment to your community.”

“I bring four years of history and experience having
been a member of council for one term. So, I'm not coming
in cold,” stated Mr. Shaffer.

“If I'm honest, through those last four years there have
been times when I asked myself, ‘why am I doing this, is
this worth the stress and aggravation?’” said Mr. Shaffer. “I
pride myself on being prepared for all meetings and I'm
confident that if you speak to any of my colleagues they
would acknowledge this preparation.”
“After awhile I realized that if I was going to put in that
much time and effort I should utilize my skillset at the next
level, being mayor of the municipality,” said Mr. Shaffer.

“When I announced my intention to seek the mayoral
position, some folks asked, ‘what is your platform?’ There
is no simple answer to this question. We face many of the
same challenges that other municipalities throughout
Ontario face.” “Housing, jobs, inflation, engaging and
retaining our youth, landfills, and provincial downloading
are just a few of our challenges. We have people that are
getting out of their homes and moving elsewhere because
they can’t afford the costs of owning a home. We, like a lot
of municipalities throughout the province face the same
housing supply shortages.”

“And the province continues to download more on
municipalities without providing the necessary funding to
support this,” said Mr. Shaffer.

“We also face the additional challenges of providing
infrastructure to a population that increases significantly
during the summer months,” continued Mr. Shaffer.

“I hope as a council, as a team, we can take a collabora-
tive approach to solving these and other issues, thinking
outside the box, and considering private/public partner-
ships,” said Mr. Shaffer.

“I recognize the need to keep
property taxes low and at an
affordable level. Any addition-
al spending will need to be
based on sound financial infor-
mation and be beneficial to the
municipality. The role of the
mayor and council is to do what
is in the best interest of the
municipality and its ratepay-
ers.”

Mr. Shaffer said, “many may
know me as a retired postmas-
ter from Canada Post. Howev-
er, my 32-year career with
Canada Post is much more
extensive than that. Through evaluations and perform-
ance appraisals, they demonstrate my ability to lead.
These skills combined with my municipal experience
make me the best choice for mayor of Central Manitoulin.”

“Even in my early ears I demonstrated an ability to
respond, access and manage a situation, while under pres-
sure,” said Mr. Shaffer. He pointed to an award he received
in 1979 at the age of 18, from the Most Venerable Order of
the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem certificate of com-
mendations for ‘who near Providence Bay on April 3, 1979,
during and immediately following the time a school bus in
which he was riding rolled onto its side, acted in a very
cool, helpful and responsible manner, managing and pre-
venting possible injury to a small girl by grabbing her and
shielding her, opened the emergency door and removed an
injured boy and tended the injured boy and prevented him
from going into shock.” “I have been able to build upon and
enhance these abilities throughout my working career and
life.”

Mr. Shaffer noted as well, “I am proud that I have
received the support of two or three councillors who are
endorsing my run for mayor.”

Mr. Shaffer said, “I strongly believe that I have the skill
set, desire, drive, and municipal experience to build a team
approach that will tackle current issues and lead Central
Manitoulin into the future, it’s time for change, it’s time
for a new management and leadership style.”

teve Shaffer

Richard Stephens for Mayor

Central Manitoulin incumbent mayor Richard Stephens
was born at the old Red Cross hospital in Mindemoya.
After completing high school on the Island, he headed to
Toronto to attend university. Mr. Stephens is married with
three children, who live in Alberta, Manitoba and South-
east Asia. “We all left the Island at some point,” he said. “I
was one of the fortunate ones to come back.”

In Toronto, he took the courses he needed to obtain his
accounting designation. That
education has served him well
over the years, as he held posi-
tions as accountant, audi-
tor/audit supervisor and con-
troller at various
organizations including
Canada Packers, Manitoulin
Transport and the Depart-
ment of National Defence. Mr.
Stephens is currently own-
er/manager of Rainbow
Accounting in Mindemoya.

. ' Mr. Stephens has an exten-

Richard Stephens, ;e history of community

incumbent involvement and municipal
service. He has served as mayor of Central Manitoulin
since 2003, except for the years between 2010 and 2014
when Gerry Strong held the seat. “It’s a job that has to be
done and I have the experience to do it,” he said.

Aside from his time as mayor of the Municipality of
Central Manitoulin, he has been a councillor for the for-
mer Township of Carnarvon and chairman of several
boards and associations, including the Manitoulin Plan-

\ il

ning Board, Manitoulin Municipal Association, Mani-
toulin Economic Development Association and the
Espanola Credit Union. He has been involved in minor
hockey, serving as president of Mindemoya Minor Hockey
and treasurer of Manitoulin Minor Hockey Association.
Mr. Stephens also served as secretary of the Central Mani-
toulin Lions Club and as a member of the Manitoulin Sud-
bury District Services Board.

...continued on page 10

ELECT

Steven SHAFFER
for MAYOR

Municipality of Central Manitoulin
v Experienced Municipal Councilor
v Proven Leadership
v Strong Organizational Skills
v Dedicated and Hard Working
v Analytical

v Promotes Community Engagement
Questions? Email: shaffer@amtelecom.net

IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE!

Her community involvement has included founding and
stewarding Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates since
2010, sitting on the board of Manitoulin Fine Arts Associa-
tion, sitting on a travel advisory board for the region and 25
years of helping to advance the arts and businesses on
Manitoulin.

Freshly made mealsPM
ready to heat +eat\l /

We prep & cook the meals, we pack them up, you pick
them up Sunday or Wednesday. Just heat + eat

Weekly menus run Thursday to Thursday

3

Grab and go, ready-made food

plus small lunch boxes for $6.00-$7.00
Available in store

Menu as of Thursday, September 29

Cold Soaked Overnight Oats $6

Egg Cups 6 For $13
Pumpkin Bread $2.50/slice | $13/loaf
Almond Chicken Or Tofu $9.50-$12
Asiago Chicken Spaghetti Squash $12

BBQ Chicken/Tofu & Peach Pasta Salad $9.50-$12
Cajun Chicken Pasta $9.50- $12
Cold Burrito Bowl W Chicken $10
Sausage & Rib Ragu Pasta $11

Pork Souvlaki Plate Or Tofu $9.50-$12
Noodle Bowl $10
Salmon And Risotto $11-513
Pumpkin Enchiladas §7

Beef Barley & Tuscan Bean Soup

ORDER ONLINE or by PHONE
www.preppedmanitoulin.ca
705-618-7713
13 Manitowaning Road, Little Current

Prepped

Manito

~ T

"

PINECONE ART GALLER

[~ Featuring the artwork of Leonard Beam

, Mixed media paintings,
l prints, painted furniture
“ta 5915 HWY 540, M’Chigeeng
2 705-348-2770
;\g Tuesdays to Saturdays
i, 10amto 5 pm QN

Meet the Candidate:
Patti Aelick

Rockville Hall

Thursday, September 29
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Saturday, October 15
2:00 pm -3:30 pm
Light refreshments will be served.
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...Census data shows Indigenous children remain overrepresented in child welfare system

...continued from page 3
stands at 1.8 million. That’s
about five percent of the
Canadian population.

From 2016 to 2021, the
number of people in Cana-

da identifying as Indige-
nous grew by 9.4 percent.
The non-Indigenous popu-
lation grew by just 5.3 per-
cent over the same period.
That growth rate is high but

is only half of the rate for
the population that identi-
fied as Indigenous between
2011 and 2016, which was
18.9 percent.

The faster growth rate in

2021 was attributed to a
higher birth rate and
changes over time in how
census  questions are
answered. Respondents in
general have become more

...candidates for mayor and council of Central Manitoulin

Lois Middaugh Keller - Ward 3

Iwas born and raised in Big Lake and have lived most of
my life in Central Manitoulin. I have been a member of
many organizations over the years; from former Director
of the Manitoulin Tourism Association, to current mem-
ber of the Little Current Lions Club, 3rd Vice of the Little
Current Legion and Treasurer of The Big Lake Communi-
ty Association. But it is not important what I've done in the
past, it’s what I can do in the future that is important.

In the past, I have preferred to work behind the scenes to
make the endeavours of others a reality. Over the last cou-
ple of years, I have learned that if you believe in some-
thing, if your heart is truly in it, you must, as a colleague
of mine likes to call it, be the ‘head of the spear’.

I am running for council because my heart is truly com-
mitted to both honouring the heritage and improving the
future of my ward and municipality. This can only be
accomplished by officials talking and listening to their
constituents so that informed decisions can be made based
on the peoples’ wishes, while also creating a more inde-
pendent community.

A clear example of this is the pending closure of our
landfill. I believe the current potential solution will save
the taxpayer long-term, and possibly create a future source

of income. I would, if elected, follow through on this direc-
tion and work to expedite the solution.

I would also request each ward put forth a “wish list”;
ways constituents believe their wards and municipality
can be improved. Council can then research, evaluate, and
prioritize these requests in an effort to honour the taxpay-
ers’ wishes.

It is crucial to honour and care for the resting places of
our forefathers, thus I would work to reinstate cemetery
boards. The boards will ensure the upkeep of our ceme-
teries and create items such as gravesite layouts for family
and friends to locate their loved ones.

Based on my personal experiences, I would ensure tax-
payers have a say in decisions on closing or divesting of
municipal properties and the possibility of a new multi-
million dollar complex. I would also advocate for the imple-
mentation of more frequent inspections on our municipal
buildings to avoid damages we have incurred in the past
few years.

It is my firm belief that an elected official’s key role is
listening to and representing the interests of their taxpay-
ers and I would be honoured to represent you.

likely to identify as Indige-
nous over time, the census
explained. “The reason peo-
ple are more likely to identi-
fy as Indigenous may be
related to social factors and
external factors, such as
changes to legislation or
court rulings.”

Statistics Canada said
that because of difficulties

in collecting census data on
First Nations and other
Indigenous communities,
some caution should be
exercised in comparing
census years.

The census report also
revealed that the Indige-
nous population is younger
than the non-Indigenous

...continued on page 11

WIGWAM
GIFT SHOP

20% off everything in stock
($10 or more value)
Does not apply to food or locally-made gifts

OCTOBER 1 TO 16

Open 7 Days a Week 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
(Fridays 9 am to 8 pm)
705-859-3646
Find us at South Baymouth across from the Ferry Dock

My name is Linda Far-
quhar and I am a candidate
for the position of council-
lor representing Ward 3,
Big Lake/Sandfield, in the
Municipality of Central
Manitoulin.

I was born and raised in
Big Lake and have resided
there in retirement for the
past 22 years.
I have served one full term
on council and part of
another so feel that I have
knowledge of council oper-
ation.

For Ward 3 I would like to
see a few improvements. We
have a very dangerous
intersection at the top of a
hill in the Sandfield area
which I would like to see
fixed.

Linda Farquhar - Ward 3

There are many cottages
and homes built around the
lakes in our ward—Big
Lake, Manitou and Wind-
fall—but we have very few
public beaches. I would like
to see some beach develop-
ment on land belonging to
the council around the
lakes so all residents and
visiting tourists can have
access.

Just a reminder also that
we as residents should be
very thankful that we do
have good roads, fire protec-
tion and ambulance service
at all times.

Reaching beyond the bor-
ders of Ward 3 I would like
to see a “Memory Wall”
built in the Mindemoya
cemetery. In this day and

age many people prefer to
be cremated. This wall
would be a nice option to
have.

Of course my dream is to
have a new side street built
in Mindemoya that would
enable traffic coming from
the east to get to doctor’s
appointments, dentist
appointments, the Hospital
and Hwy 551 exiting Minde-
moya without having to
deal with the main corner
in Mindemoya, which I feel
the Ministry of Transporta-
tion will never fix, and is
the cause of an accident
waiting to happen.
Providence Bay has a won-
derful beach and boardwalk
which needs no promoting
and is a wonderful tourist

...Richard Stephens for Mayor

...continued from page 9

He believes his manage-
ment experience is a valu-
able asset for the munici-
pality and has entered this
race for re-election because
of his ongoing interest in
the well-being of his com-
munity. “I want to continue
to make Central Mani-
toulin the place of choice to
start or expand business-
es,” he said.

He also wants to continue
to improve roads, buildings
and infrastructure and to
make Central Manitoulin
“a great place to live and
work.” That includes an
ongoing program to hard-
top all municipal roads and
a commitment to making
improvements that are
compatible with a changing
climate.

Mr. Stephens would like
to work with the communi-
ty to develop an assisted liv-
ing facility for seniors on
Manitoulin Island. “That
project is very ongoing,” he
said. “It’s been talked about
for a long time.” When the
apartment building across
from the hospital was
erected, the game plan for
the second stage was to
build an assisted living
facility but there hasn’t
been any activity from the
developers since then.

Assisted living is like
the step between long-
term care and staying in
one’s own home, he
explained. “There’s a lot
of people here who would
fit into that category but
they’re losing that oppor-

tunity,” said Mr. Stephens.
“We’re still working with a
couple of other groups to
encourage them to look
seriously at developing
assisted living here on the
Island and hopefully in
Central Manitoulin.”

Mr. Stephens would
encourage environmental-
ly sensitive economic
growth that would provide
opportunities for young
people to live and work on
the Island. “If there’s some-
thing we can do to support
and facilitate working in a
green environment, we
want to do that,” he said.

“We’ve accomplished a
lot during these past few
terms,” he added. “For
example, we bought that
property just at the bridge
on Highway 551 and built
the Welcome Centre. It’s
used as a stepping stone to
go into the museum, which
is a popular attraction dur-
ing summer months and is
also a big hit with local
schools. We have a school
day and have guided tours,
and those have been well

received.”

He is also proud of the
reconstruction of Yonge
Street from the main cor-
ner heading south. That
project also involved better
flood controls as flooding
had long been an issue
there. Mr. Stephens didn’t
take the credit for the proj-
ect itself, which received
the go-ahead and a 90 per-
cent funding contribution
from the province during
Gerry Strong’s term as
mayor, but Mr. Stephens
and the previous council
had worked on previous
proposals for the project to
get the ball rolling.

He is promoting account-
ability within the mayoral
office and wants to ensure
adirect line of communica-
tion between himself and
taxpayers; to help facilitate
that, Mr. Stephens plans to
regularly attend at the
municipal office. He urges
all eligible voters to get out
and vote and hopes to once
again represent Central
Manitoulin as its mayor.

Baha’i Writings

Be a breath of life to the body of
mankind. —Bahd'u

To find out about local activities please email
manitoulinbahais@gmail.com
or call or text 705-210-0529
www.bahai.ca www.bahai.org

llgh

attraction.

If Tam elected I will work
towards keeping municipal
taxes low so that our senior
citizens can afford to live in
their own home if they so
choose.

We should also have
more activities in our com-
munity for our seniors to
take part in which is sadly
lacking now considering
the high number of seniors
living in the area.
Council can discuss and
make Motions but we also
need to have co-operation
from staff at all levels to
carry out these tasks. No
more should we operate
with the attitude of ‘we’
and ‘them.” More emphasis
needs to be put on this
problem I think.

My door is always open
and my phone number is in
the phone book. If you have
a problem or a question I
will try to help—just con-
tact me.

I thank you in advance
for your vote in October.

...Rose Diebolt
...continued from page 3

taxpayer dollars must be
spent wisely. I would like
to continue to be part of
that and represent you.

We have an amazing
municipality on an amaz-
ing Island. What a wonder-
ful place to live.

/ LITTLE CURRENT
103-15 Worthington Street, Little Current

Dr. Jim Veitch
Over 40 years of experience
705-368-0700
drjim.veitch@gmail.ca
www.littlecurrentchiropractor.com

@Ak‘-ﬂn—
¢ CHIROPRACTIC \ PIIA(TI(

Balancing
Two Worlds

Jean-Baprtiste Assiginack
! F . .
and the Odawa Nation

1768-1866

Accounting, consulting, and tax strategies to guide you forward.

Find an advisor near you.

MNP

Wherever business takes you
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..plans to stop invasive carp to Great Lakes [, o 0 2y

...continued from page 3

six to eight years, the regiment will
outfit an engineered channel in the
Brandon Road Lock on the Des
Plaines River, just outside of Chicago,
with a series of high-tech barriers
that will prevent invasive carp from
travelling upstream to Lake Michigan
while still allowing boats to pass
through.

The first barrier will be underwater
speakers that will emit noise at a fre-
quency that should turn carp away
from entering the channel. Next is an
air bubble curtain at the entrance to
the channel, designed to protect
against any small carp that manage to
slip through gaps formed by a vessel.

Once inside the channel, there will
be more acoustic deterrents, followed
by an electric barrier. The USACE
plan to include electric insulation in
the channel to reduce the safety risk
to vessel operators and local staff.
Finally, there will be a flushing lock
near the end of the channel. This
would shoot water downstream
through the lock, carrying away any
fish eggs or larva that managed to
pass through the other barriers.

Politicians and environmental
groups alike fully support the high-
tech gauntlet. “Invasive species are a
growing threat to our entire inland
waterways system and to the count-
less Illinois communities and busi-

nesses that rely on strong and vibrant
aquatic ecosystems,” said US Senator
Tammy Duckworth in a statement.
“The Brandon Road project is critical
in protecting the Great Lakes’ expo-
sure to invasive carp.”

Invasive carp, which include black
carp, grass carp, silver carp and big-
head carp, were brought to North
America from Asia in the 1960s and
1970s, and quickly took root in US
waterways, driving out native species
and reaching a metre in length.

The invasive carp have replaced all
native species in certain sections of
the Mississippi River and make up 50
percent of the fish, by weight, in sec-

...continued on page 20

...Indigenous children overrepresented in care

...continued from page 10

population. The average age of Indigenous people was 33.6
years in 2021, compared with 41.8 years for the non-Indige-
nous population and just over one-in-six Indigenous people
were aged 55 to 64 years, while the same cohort made up 22
percent of the non-Indigenous population.

The Inuit are the youngest of the three Indigenous pop-
ulation groups, with an average age of 28.9 years. First
Nations people reported and average of 32.5 years while in
the Metis population, the average age was 35.9 years.

The census also found that 3.2 percent of Indigenous
children in Canada were in foster care, compared to just
over 0.2 percent of non-Indigenous children. Indigenous
children accounted for more than half of all children in
foster care, at 53.8 percent, despite representing only 7.7
percent of children 14 and under in Canada.

Despite the federal government’s efforts to reduce the
overrepresentation of Indigenous children and youth in
foster care, the number remains almost unchanged since
2016.

Of the 459,210 Indigenous children aged 14 and under,
14.2 percent lived with at least one grandparent, compared
to just 8.9 percent of non-Indigenous children. More than
one-third, or 35.8 percent, of Indigenous children lived in a
single parent household, compared to 56 percent who lived
in a two-parent household.

The 2021 census reports that almost one in six Indige-

THE WEEKLY

WORD SEARCH

Brought to you by:

M clJuARRIE

Moror ProoucTs Inc,
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2021 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER
$31,999
1.3L 3CYL, BLACK, AWD, AUTOMATIC

2020 GMC TERRAIN DENALI
$38,995
2.0L 4CYL, WHITE, AWD, AUTOMATIC

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE
$31,995
3.6L 6CYL, RED, AWD, AUTOMATIC

nous people, or 16.4 percent, lived in a place that needed
major repairs. Although the number has fallen slightly, a
decline of 2.7 percent, since the 2016 census, it’s nearly
three times higher than the 5.7 percent non-Indigenous
Canadians living in housing that needs major work.

The decline in the number of Indigenous people living
in housing in disrepair did not decline evenly across all
Indigenous groups over the last five years.

In 2021, low-income data was collected for all geographic
regions of the country, including northern areas and
reserves for the first time. The data revealed that 18.8 per-
cent of Indigenous people lived in a low-income household,
compared with just 10.7 percent of non-Indigenous Cana-
dians.

While this number is still high, it has dropped dramati-
cally since the last census, dropping from 28.1 percent of
Indigenous people living in a low-income household to 18.8
percent in the 2021 census.

While the numbers are declining overall, 24.6 percent of
Indigenous children 14 years and younger lived in a low-
income household in 2021. The comparable rate for non-
Indigenous children was 11.1 percent.

The rate of decline was heavily influenced by the actions
of the federal government. “The downward trend in low
income has been observed across Canada and was largely
driven by government transfers in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic,” the census reported.

2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
$30,405
5.3L 8CYL, DARK GREY, 4X4, AUTOMATIC

OFF-GRID SYSTEMS

SOLAR PANELS - MOUNTING SYSTEMS
INVERTERS - CONTROLLERS - BATTERIES
CABLES - ACCESSORIES

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION
705-859-2933

LITTLE CURRENT

WEEKLY WINNER!

Congratulations to Connie Donaldson
This week’s progressive draw
JACKPOT starts at $7,412.50
PLUS PERCENTAGE OF TICKET SALES!
The next draw will be Thursday, September 29!

TICKETS GO ON SALE: FRIDAY - THURSDAY
TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT LITTLE CURRENT
LIONS CLUB ON FACEBOOK

MANITOULIN ISLAND
e Market Directory
K aas 2 2022 Schedule

Little Current

Downtown (next to the BMO)
June to September
Saturdays 9 am to 12 pm

19 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT
$35,405
YL, GREY, AWD, AUTOMATIC
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ACCEPTABLE
AIRLOCK
ALLERGEN
ANIMAL
ASSURANCE
AUDIT
BACTERIA
CERTIFICATION
COMPLIANCE
CONSUMER
CONTAMINANT
DISINFECT
FACILITY
FOOD
INGREDIENTS
INSPECTION
LABELING
PACKAGING
QUALITY
RAW
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STANDARDS
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..produces ‘Reconciliation Coffee’

...continued from page 1
the Residential School System and the
importance of Truth and Reconciliation.

Chanie Wenjack was an Anishinaabe boy
from Ontario who ran away from his resi-
dential school near Kenora at age 12. His
death from hunger and exposure in 1966
sparked national attention and led to the
first inquest into the treatment of Indige-
nous children in Canadian residential
schools.

The Gord Downie and Chanie Wenjack
fund is part of Gord Downie’s legacy; he
was committed to improving the lives of
First Nation peoples in Canada. The goal of
the fund is “to continue the conversation
that began with Chanie Wenjack’s residen-
tial school story, and to aid our collective
reconciliation journey through a combina-
tion of awareness, education, and action.”

“Reconciliation coffee is really a hot
number right now,” said Mr. Marsolais-
Nahwegahbow. “I'm really proud to work
with the non-profit organization for the
Wenjack-Downie family. We did it last year
as a start. It was just an entrepreneurial
thing.

Basically, one of his biggest goals was to
bring back the true meaning to Orange
Shirt Day, he said. “I can only speak for

myself but I see it as being so saturated.
Everybody’s selling t-shirts, making all
these designs and they’re not really Indige-
nous and I wanted to bring back the true
meaning.”

He collaborated with Genumark Canada
and Rightsleeve and pitched it to them.
They designed all the labels. Mr. Marsolais-
Nahwegahbow then reached out to the
Gord Downie/Chanie Wenjack family and
said, ‘I really love what you guys do. You're
anon-profit and I'd like to help out with my
social media platform and bring back the
true meaning and the reason behind
Orange Shirt Day, and let people know the
importance behind it; that it’s not the focus
on the materialistic things of t-shirts and
things.” They were very happy.”

Birch Bark Coffee Co.’s social media
links back to their page so people can see
what the fund does and learn the impor-
tance of the communities, of reconciliation
and of residential schools. “It hits home
with me,” he said. “My family went
through residential school. My mom went
through day school and so did my cousins.
It is a really important piece for me.”

Last year, on their first attempt, they
raised about $2,500 for the Downie/Wen-

...continued on page 15

NENI NOTICE BOARD
14 Water Street East (Post Office Building)

NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN £ THE ISLANDS
R
NJ Town of NEMI PO. Box 608 Little Current, ON POP 1KO

Mayor MacNevin and Gouncil of The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
wish to recognize
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 30
and honour the children that never returned home.
= A AR

Municipal Elections — Public Notice
The mail-in ballots for the Municipal Election on October 24th have been mailed, please watch the mail for
yours. If you do not receive a ballot over the next week or so, please feel free to contact the town office to
ensure you are on the voters list at 705-368-3500.

For Sale by Sealed Bid

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
is offering used Docks for Sale by sealed bid.

Available — 240’ of 8 wide main dock in 30’ sections
with approximately 14 fingers, - 25’ sections at 4’ wide

For more information, please contact Reid Taylor at 705-968-0386
Bids will be accepted until 12:00 noon on October 6th with the successful purchaser responsible for moving by
October 14th, 2022. Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted.

...Chief Shining Turtle moves on

...continued from page 1

ty’s successes. “We defeated
the HST together,” he
reminded them of the cam-
paign in which Whitefish
River First Nation played a
central role and the settling

Fe

-

Franklin Paibomsai

of a generations-old land
claim. “We have genera-
tions of hurt,” he said,
adding, “I have seen it in
the tears and heard it in the

angry words. Colonization
has not been kind to us and
true healing is a long road.”

Ogimaa Shining Turtle
told The Expositor that
much healing remains and,
while his skillset is well-tai-
lored to build assets and
negotiate with upper levels
of government, the com-
munity now needs someone
with a skillset aimed at
bringing the community
together and healing those
hurts.

“As I move forward, I am
choosing to remember the
tears of joy and the sounds
of laughter,” he said.
“Because I know, deep
down, that is what our com-
munity is, one of love, kind-
ness and great pride. I ask
you to remember and do the
same. New roads and build-
ings can only carry us so

far. Take our community
down a new path with kind-
ness and forgiveness,
because true change must
come within.”

Former Whitefish River
chief and current band

Leona Nahwegahbow

councillor Leona Nahwe-
gahbow will be stepping in
to fill in the role as chief
until the next band elec-
tion.

...Gore Bay hikes water fees to Gordon/Barrie Island

...continued from page 1
tion to the municipal tax
base.

“We are willing, and
want to sit down with the
town to discuss all of this at
the table and the structure
that has to be in place, can
be or should be under
provincial  legislation,”
said Reeve Hayden.

In a letter to all water
users in Gordon/Barrie
Island dated September 1,
2022, Michael Lalonde,
town treasurer on behalf
of the town explained,
“please be advised that
council of Gordon Barrie
Island made a unilateral
decision to terminate an
agreement with the Town
of Gore Bay which estab-
lished water and sewer
rates for Gordon/Barrie
Island residents.”

“As a direct result, the
town of Gore Bay will
implement a 20 percent sur-
charge effective January 1,
2023, on all water and sewer
rates charged to any resi-
dent or organization out-
side of the municipal
boundaries of Gore Bay
connected to this utility.
The surcharge will be an
additional fee on affected
utility bills monthly or
semi-annually,” continued
the Gore Bay letter.

Gore Bay Mayor Dan
Osborne told The Expositor
after a recent meeting,
“When the new water treat-
ment plant was built in

Gordon/Barrie Island,
Joyce Foster was mayor of
the town and an agreement
had been reached by the
two councils at the time
that we, Gore Bay, didn’t
have to pay the full tax rate
for water, and in turn Gor-
don residents and business-
es on the water lines would
pay the same as town water
users do.”

“Prior to that, Gordon
residents on town water
paid the same water rates
as the town residents,”
explained Mayor Osborne.
“Gordon/Barrie  Island
council sent us a letter ear-
lier this year, indicating the
taxes and agreement were
null and void, and indicat-
ing there was no end date
on the agreement. So we
had to do something that
will recoup the increase
that we would be losing.
Yes, we expect there will be
Gordon/Barrie Island resi-
dents that will be scream-
ing at the town about this
increase. But it was the
township council that made
this decision.”

Mayor Osborne said
Gore Bay had reached out
to Gordon/Barrie Island
about continuing the agree-
ment, but Gordon/Barrie
Island indicated that the
agreement would be void as
of January 2023. Gore Bay
council subsequently
passed a motion at a meet-
ing indicating a 20 percent
surcharge would be applied

for all those Gordon resi-
dents outside of Gore Bay.

“We are still waiting and
are willing to have a meet-
ing with the town to revisit
this whole issue and see
what can be done,” added
Reeve Hayden.

SENIORS DROP-IN
Bring a friend or make some new friends over coffee.
Board games, cards, puzzles and more available.
Tuesdays at the NEMI Rec Centre from 10:30 am -1 pm

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM - NOW ON THURSDAYS
Join in the fun, games, crafts with your friends.
After school until 5 pm at the NEMI Rec Centre

COOKING CLASSES ARE BACK
Held in the NEMI Rec Centre Kitchen

Oct 5th Cooking with Squash @ 6:30 pm

Oct 8th Authentic Mexican Food Part 1 @ 11:30 am
Oct 12th Donut Making @ 6:30 pm
Oct 15th Authentic Mexican Food Part 2 @ 11:30 am
Oct 19th Cauliflower Alternatives @ 6:30 pm
Oct 26th Tacos & Scone Dogs @ 6:30 pm
Cost is $20 each
Preregistration is required for all workshops by email Ihallaert@townofnemi.on.ca

Fall Events at the Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah

GUIDED TOURS OF THE MUSEUM
September 30 and October 7
Learn the history of the museum’s collection and local area. Join us at 1 pm for a guided tour.

WEEKLY ART DROP-IN
THURSDAYS
11am-3pm
Bring your supplies and create, learn and socialize with other creative people and artists!
Everyone is welcome!

FREE ADMISSION FRIDAYS
Visit the museum for free on Fridays in September & October.

MUSEUM FALL HOURS
Mondays & Tuesdays: 10 am - 4:30 pm
Wednesdays: 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Thursdays to Saturdays: 10 am - 4:30 pm
Sundays- CLOSED

Notice of Meetings

Due to the ever-changing environment that we are all dealing with, Council meetings will be held every
Tuesday Night at 7:00 pm via Zoom Video
Meeting # 489 313 1974
Or call
1-587-328-1099

Please be advised regular protocol will be in place and members of the public will not have the ability to
make comment or ask questions during the meeting.
For a full copy of the agenda, please visit our website at www.townofnemi.on.ca

Make sure to check the Calendar of Events on our website for upcoming workshops, activities
and programs! Visit townofnemi.on.ca/p/upcoming-events

Carol Hughes, MP/députée

Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing
carol.hughes@parl.gc.ca +1-855-297-4200

Debwewin miinwaa Mino-ganoonwin Giizhigad
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Journée nationale de la vérité et de la réconciliation

Gikinoomowaa
Educate * Enseigner
Mnaadenmaa
Honour * Honorer

Naanaagdawendandaa
Reflect < Réfléchir

Michael Mantha, MPP/député

Algoma-Manitoulin
mmantha-co@ndp.on.ca « 1-800-831-1899
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..Lhe ‘Summit Series’ at 50: Recalling where you were when you heard we’d won!

...continued from page 1
mixed, which I will discuss.

First of all though let me
elucidate some problems
connected with the Summit
question. Exactly 50 years
ago today, September 28,
1972, the first thing I real-
ized was that I could only
survey a group that was
essentially over 60 years
old. That is not a large pop-
ulation in 2022.

Another limiting factor,
compared to the Kennedy
question, is that in 1963 vir-
tually everyone had a land
line for phoning. In the
Summit case, almost 50 per-
cent of the people I tried to
phone were no longer con-
nected to a land line. After
dialing, I frequently heard
“this number is no longer
in service.” Cell phones
have obviously changed our
lives.

I, therefore, resorted to
contacting many people via
Facebook. That did help
some. Email was not of
much help as I possess very
few email addresses.
Nonetheless, I did manage
to get some extremely inter-
esting responses.

The first indication I
received that many people
were well aware of the 50-
year anniversary came
from Providence Bay’s
Shirley Cranston. The clas-
sic Hockey Mom, Shirley
was excited to recall and
discuss the hockey history-
making event. Having had
her late husband, her sons
and grandson all play
organized hockey, she was a
familiar face in many, many
arenas for a number of
decades. She stated that
“everyone  everywhere”
was interested in a type of
event that had never taken
place before. Up to that
time, Russians claimed to
be “amateurs” and refused
to play against pros/capital-
ists who, in their minds,
were taking “tainted mon-
ey” to play a “game.”

Shirley remembered how,
to the people of the day, the
Russians were our “Com-
munist Enemies.” Living in
Hamilton at the time, she
had heard all the western
propaganda about the
secretive Iron Curtain
opponents.

She outlined how elated
she and all her friends were
when Henderson scored the

winning goal with only 34
seconds remaining in the
game. She says that feeling
of a positive high still
lingers today in her mind
and in those of fellow Cana-
dians.

In closing, she expressed
that the win and the accom-
panying feeling is “some-
thing that you never forget
about.” True story, Shirley!

Talking to long time
super referee Bob Dumont,
I received some of the same
sentiments.

Gore Bay’s Mr. Dumont
said that one of the things
he remembers the most was
the “hype” that accompa-
nied the Series from the
moment it was announced
that the battle was actually
going to take place.

As an eight-year-old
young lad living in Thessa-
lon, he was not concerned
about the politics (nor was
he even aware) surround-
ing the Series. It was all
about hockey to the elemen-
tary school students of his
home town. He indicated
that, for the four games
held in Russia, (as they
were broadcast in Canada
in the afternoons) the prin-
cipal and teachers herded
them all into the gym to
watch each of the games.
Having the entire school
together for the same event
was exciting in itself, a
“happening,” so to speak.
He was impressed, how in
overtime, Canadians came
to actually like the Russian
players themselves as well
as their skills and team
play. Most of the individu-
als games are now a blur of
excitement but Bob dearly
remembers Henderson’s
winning goal and the
accompanying roar and
cheers of excitement in that
gym!

Former arena manager
and recreation director of
Little Current, Greg
Wright, agreed that the
Series was of “historical
significance.” He was in
University in Waterloo at
the time and also remem-
bers the anticipation prior
to the start of the clash. He
remembered exactly where
he was for the final game.
He and 125 students were
crowded in a lecture hall in
Dr. Salter’s Geology class.
Mr. Salter (an Australian by
birth) no doubt did not
understand the excitement

of his Canadian students
on that day. No one was pay-
ing attention to him. There
was no TV but almost every
student had a transistor
radio and they all had them
turned full volume. You can
imagine the bedlam in the
assembly room with 34 sec-
onds left!

Former teacher/librari-
an Tom McQuay of Minde-
moya remembers the battle
for the kids to see the games
at Manitoulin Secondary
School. Since the “higher
ups” didn’t allow the stu-
dents to watch the games,
there were numerous
“washroom breaks” which
in many cases became dis-
appearances as students lis-
tened on transistors in the
woods as well as in the
“can.” Tom expressed his
opinion that they might
have just as well closed the
school down as there were
few students in the class-
rooms. Mr. McQuay agreed
that it was an historical
event. He was completely
surprised (he wasn’t alone
there) at how good the Rus-
sians were. Nonetheless, he
was ecstatic when Canada
prevailed.

Former pro Don McCul-
loch of Little Current actu-
ally lost out on seeing any
of the series live. When the
Summit began, Don was
busy with his own training
camps with Philadelphia of
the WH.A. Although he did-
n’t see the games, there was
considerable talk among
the players in Philly about
the Series. They were as
surprised as anyone about
just how good the Russians
were. They were especially
impressed by the mid-sea-
son conditioning that the
Soviets seemed to exhibit.
While Don and his team-
mates were getting in
shape, so was Canada, but
unfortunately they were

..\working with spacecraft a hope

thought Indigenous people could be any-

...continued from page 1

youth who got a first introduction to STEM
fields through similar high school pro-
grams, bringing them within reach of a
new range of potential careers.

Without the influence of a program like
FRC, Ms. Zoccole said she would never

have pursued engineering.

“Coming from an Indigenous school, we
don’t have the same resources, so the robot-
ics team was really nice to have. Mr. Mara
was actually the one who suggested I look
into engineering; I had never thought of

that before,” she said.

The transition has had its challenges.
Ms. Zoccole said she would have liked to
see more support for on-reserve high
school kids interested in pursuing STEM

or trades.

She has since done an internship at FRC,
helping to mentor underprivileged kids
across Ontario through FRC’s various pro-
grams. Ms. Zoccole said she wants to make
sure the children of today have the
resources they need to succeed.

“Right now, everything is changing for
First Nation people. It’d be nice to see our
first First Nation prime minister,” she
said. “When I was growing up, Native peo-

thing, but seeing my robotics team helped
with that. Seeing kids around me doing it, I
knew I could do it too.”

First Nations STEM team mentor Chris
Mara has seen the impact of representa-
tion in STEM since introducing the team

in the 2014-2015 school year. Before that, the

petitions.

school took part in Science Olympics com-

“In First Robotics, it’s often said, ‘if they
see you, they can be you’,” Mr. Mara said.
“For students to be able to see role models

in STEM fields, and leadership in space

exploration, and see themselves in those
people, there’s nothing like that.”

Mr. Mara said his school’s STEM-focused
alumni have gone on to careers as doctors,

nurses, nuclear engineers, architecture

ple were often seen as ‘less than.’ I never

and trades, among others.

“Students are curious and they already
have a great desire to be part of the con-
temporary movements in the STEM
fields,” he said. “Being able to see someone
that represents them will be a great
momentum builder.”

Northern Ontario has its own trailblazer
astronaut, Roberta Bondar, who was the
first Canadian woman in space. She told

...continued on page 14
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losing games due to their
lack of the same.

I contacted former Mani-
towaning resident, the
“colourful” Denzil Spence
in  Chapeau, Quebec.
(Author’s note: A writer at
this newspaper labelled Mr.
Spence as “colourful” in an
Expositor article in the
1980s). Denzil is a great and
serious hockey fan and
player. Spence was a
teacher at Wiikwemkoong.
He came to Manitoulin in
1973. At the time of the
Series, he was stationed in
James Bay where most peo-
ple were aware of the Cold
War implications of the
series. “The Cold War was
on everyone’s mind and
Russia was hated.” He did-
n’t recall all the details of
the Series but said he would
never forget his excitement
and that of the crowd in the
James Bay Arena.

Ron Odjig, former Wiky
Thunderbird stalwart, was
employed at Pontiac School
in 1972 as an audio/visual
organizer for the teachers
and classrooms. He dealt
with film and slide projec-
tors, record players, TVs,
etc. He was quite happy to
close the door to the AV
room and watch the televi-
sion, especially for the 8th
game. He didn’t’ say if any-
one found him when #19
patted the winning goal but
he did say “Now we know
how old I am!”

Linda Bowerman of
Sheguiandah, another
dyed-in-the-wool  hockey
mom and almost a perma-
nent arena occupant for
many years, gave me a little
scolding. Little did I realize
that in 1972, she was busy
with three children under
the age of four. Her son
Brad, later on a Panther
forward, was only a few
months old at the time. That
crew certainly kept her too
busy to take time out to
watch hockey. That would
come years later. In 1972,
she and her late husband,
the very personable Ron,
were living in Wawa where
with six other workers were
building a bridge over the
Montreal River. Linda also
had to feed the work crew.
So sorry Linda. You would
make up for it a few years
later. (Linda and Ron were
stalwart supporters of the
Manitoulin NOJHL Junior
‘A team, The Wild, later The
Islanders.)

Murray Haner of Minde-
moya, a retired OPP officer
said, naturally, that when
he heard about the Russian
portion of the “tourna-
ment” the first thing that
came to his mind was
“SECURITY.” He was well
aware of the presence of
the Russian Red Army,
especially in the Moscow
Arena. They were stationed
everywhere. And not one of
them ever flashed a smile.
Murray  watched and
enjoyed the series with his
buddies. Like all of us, it
was quite a mystery as vir-

tually no Canadians knew
or had heard of these Rus-
sians players. He was
relieved when Canada got
out of Russia with no overly
serious happenings. He
closed with the present
Soviet/Putin situation say-
ing that with Russia so
close to Alaskans, it might
well be smart to be a little
afraid.

Tom Balfe of
Tehkummah, a former high
level football player (he
played for Kent State, Ohio,
Wilfred Laurier, Waterloo
and came within an “inch
of being a Canadian univer-
sity champion losing out to
the University of Manitoba
Bisons) was both pleased
with Canada’s victory and
angry with Bobby Clarke.
Tom was at Waterloo when
the Summit was happening.
He saw all the games. (By
the way, his son Jon teaches
at MSS.)

He was 26 years old at the
time and was completely
surprised by the skill-level
and team-game of the
USSR. Being happy with
Canada’s victory didn’t pre-
vent him from opining that
he believed the Russians
were playing a little bit bet-
ter, game-wise. Their skat-
ing and agility were superb.

He was very impressed
with the Goalie Tretiak
who he felt “stood on his
head’ and felt that Hender-
son was a bit lucky as the
winning goal came off the
backboards and Paul had to
take a couple of wild swings
at it to get into the mesh.

He believed that Bobby
Clarke’s  wood-chopping
slash to Russian star Valeri
Kharlamov’s ankle was a
disgrace to Canadian hock-
ey. I agree with him, as does
Canada’s Hockey Hall of
Fame, which voted Valeri
into supreme hockey recog-
nition.

Long-time hockey star
Shane Laidley of Little Cur-
rent was in high school at
Manitoulin Secondary in
1972. He was well aware of
the Island’s love for hockey
and found the entire Series
“pretty exciting,” as did his
fellow students. For some
reason, he believed that he
saw the final game in
school. Must've been a
brave teacher! Shane loved
the team play, skating and
passing of the Soviets. He
was happy, of course, that
Canada prevailed. He
passed that love of hockey
and some of the skills he
saw the Russians exhibit to
his own son Michael who
was good enough to play
five years at St. Lawrence
University on a scholar-
ship. Michael also played a
few years of minor pro
hockey. Last year, his Peoria
Rivermen won the league
championships beating the
Pensacola Ice pilots (who
had let Mike go the previ-
ous vyear) Revenge is
“SWEET.” Mike had a good
year, scoring 18 goals and
adding 15 assists.

Mindemoya’s Dale Scott,
vet and goalie, had a some-
what similar experience as
Greg Wright. He too was in
University in 1972 but at
Guelph. He was able to see
every game. He was excited
and most happy with the
final game. He lived in resi-
dence at the time on the 3rd
floor which accommodated
up to 160 students. Virtually
no one from his floor went
to class. Instead the vast
majority packed into the
large common room to

watch the game on an old
black and white television.
He described the informa-
tion around the Series as
quite “muddled” as few
knew much about what
might transpire. Of the uni-
versity students, he said:
“We knew it was political.
We were aware of the East-
West tension.” He also was
surprised by the play of
Tretiak who had been
described as a “sieve” by a
pro scout. He also liked
Esposito’s speech in Van-
couver that seemed to help
rally the Canadians. He did
not speak highly of Allan
Eagleson with which most
everyone agrees.

The noise level in that
common room at 19:66 of
the third period nearly took
the roof off. He states that
the moment would be
“remembered forever”. He
was also impressed that 16
million Canadians watched
that goal, including many
non-hockey folks who were
intrigued by the intrigue
surrounding the clash of
hockey powers.

I leave the final com-
ments to Manitoulin’s
(Wiky’s) Memorial Cup
Champion, Gerard Peltier.
Gerard played with the
likes of Hall of Famers,
Dale Hawerchuk, Gilmour
and Marc Crawford on that
cup-winning team so he
knows of what he speaks.

His first impression was
that, since that Series, he
has always had a good feel-
ing about the toughness and
“never-say-die” attitude of
Canada’s hockey players
and recalls the “cool, iconic
Series” that defined Canada
as a hockey country. He
then repeats “Canada never
quits”, a very important
observation.

As a young boy around
10-12 he indicates that “I
was flabbergasted” at the
Soviet players’ skill to the
point that, in road or pond
hockey, after the Series the
Wiky boys always identi-
fied themselves as Russian
players Kharlamov,
Mikhailov, Petrov, Tretiak,
etc.

Gerard recalls watching
that last game with his
father, Hardy baa, and both
being amazed with the skill
and speed. (That may have
been a replay as he recalls
also watching it in school.)

That Series and the possi-
bilities he saw motivated
him to work longer and
harder so that he might
have a chance of playing at
a high level. He admired the
good Edmonton team as
they built their Stanley Cup
winning teams around
toughness (Semenko, Hud-
dy); skill (Gretzky, Ander-
son) and Europeans such as
Jari Kurri and Tikkanen.

I used the Series as “fuel
when I played” (North Bay
Trappers, Cornwall Royals,
Swedish Pro and All-Cana-
dian College All-Star).

Gerard finishes with the
statement: “Anyway, the *72
Series is always a favourite.
In hindsight, it was great to
happen. It shows Canadian
hockey is different and
revered. As a 10-year-old, it
had an impact on what I
wanted to do. I was disap-
pointed that Orr was not
playing. He was who I want-
ed to be. He would have
make a difference, I felt. But
as we know now...we were
cocky and out of shape.
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this spaceflight will be an
important event for the
world.

“It’s also about fellow-
ship. It’s about shared
learning, it’s about respect-
ing where other people are
in their lives and what one
can give and help others
become their best,” said Dr.
Bondar, who is also a neu-
rologist.

Dr. Bondar recently refer-
enced Ms. Mann’s planned
spaceflight while introduc-
ing Cree singer-songwriter
Buffy Sainte-Marie at a Sep-
tember National Arts Cen-
tre event honouring the
musician.

Dr. Bondar said there
have never been any Indige-
nous astronauts from Cana-
da. This could be partly due
to Canada’s military and
space programs being
smaller, but also because
there are fewer opportuni-
ties for people—especially
people of diverse back-
grounds—to gain the specif-
ic skills that make an excel-
lent astronaut.

“One has to think back to
the early American space
program. There were all
men, even though there was
a shadow group of women,”
she said. “I don’t think any
one of them had any repre-
sentation except the tradi-
tional Caucasian view, visi-
bly. And that’s not right.”

In order to be successful
as astronauts, Dr. Bondar
said, people must have
more than technical knowl-
edge in fields such as engi-
neering and space medi-
cine.

“You have to understand
where we’re going as a life
form. The idea of being able
to speak in more than one
language, the idea of being
able to have visited other
cultures or to demonstrate
that one has a familiarity

and a respect for people
from different  back-
grounds,” she said.
Programs like FRC in
First Nations, as Wiik-
wemkoong has embraced,
are essential for connecting
underrepresented people to

Aaryn Zoccole, seond from right, graduated from Wiikwemkoong
High School and was a member of the school’s First Robotics
Canada team. Aaryn is currently studying mechanical engineering at

UofT.

Astronaut Dr. Roberta Bondar talks space, STEM and Truth and
Reconciliation with Expositor freelance reporter Warren Schiote.

the technical skills they
might not otherwise access
easily, said Dr. Bondar.

“The robotics projects
and all those Kkinds of
things are important
because they start training
a person’s mind to think
about how things are made,
how things are brought
together. And in the natural
world, there’s so much that
we can learn that Indige-
nous people have seen for
many years,” she said.

In fact, Indigenous peo-
ples are the original scien-
tists on this planet, having
created innovations like
canoes and kayaks, but also
domesticating many crop
species that are still culti-

vated today. Many peoples
had intricate understand-
ings of the planet and the
stars above.

“l was saying in my
remarks (for Buffy Sainte-
Marie) that the moon is the
silent voyager. It’s wit-
nessed the history of the
planet through thousands
and millions of years, and
in Buffy’s song she talks
about when people go to the
moon, they find out Indige-
nous people have been
there. It’s because the spirit
has been there,” Dr. Bondar
said.

Another important prin-
ciple associated with
Indigenous cultures that
would benefit the cosmos is

the idea of deep relation-
ships and respect, she said.

“Sometimes in our socie-
ty it’s all silver-bullet time,
that old expression of hav-
ing a quick fix for some-
thing without recognizing
the systems around us,” Dr.
Bondar said.

She now runs the Roberta
Bondar Foundation to sup-
port young people, includ-
ing Indigenous  Kids,
through interactive educa-
tion programs. Much of the
programming braids tradi-
tional knowledge with tech-
nology.

The October 3 SpaceX
Crew-5 launch is planned
for 12:45 pm at Cape
Canaveral.

Elect Lisa Corbiere-Addison
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PRACTICAL NURSING

* No Tuition Fees*
* Hands-On Experience

» Additional Financial Support*
*Limited Spots Available. Apply Now!
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PROGRAM
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Debajehmujig Storytellers is extremely proud to be presenting
our thirteenth celebration of Land, Art and Food, The Six Foot
Festival. Our thirteenth festival is magical and we are mindful

that we have completed a whole phase of growth with Six Foot.

We have grown this festival from seed and now we have an

excellent hardened off seedling to grow through our next stage

of its life.We are-all feeling like proud parents with a teenager
heading off to Highschool.

Thisyear’s theme is “Community Connections”. Our work at
Debajehmujig.as well as.our Six Foot Festival would be so.much
less inspiring without our'community partners, Elders and
knowledge keepers.We have learned'so'much and feelinspired
to keep exploring and evolving as we go.

The Six Foot Festival asks artists to be organically inspired by
their creativity, the land, and celebrating food from the land in a
cube thatis limited to 6x6x6 feet. When an artist thinks about
space many stories are created, imagined, explored and
documented. We invite artists emerging and established to
explore what community connections mean to them.

What does Community Connections mea

1 1g Creation Centre,

Canada Council Conseil des arts
urf e Arts du Canada
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jack fund. “It was all new to
us to get this Reconciliation
off the ground,” said Mr.
Marsolais-Nahwegahbow.
“There were a lot of logis-
tics behind it. It was rushed.
Anyway, we got it running
and this year went even
smoother. I think we’re
going to do quite well. We're
going to raise a lot of money
and we’re excited.”

He said many people have
written asking him to keep
the blend going year-round.
“You have an opportunity
until October 10 to purchase
Reconciliation coffee by the
case so we can give back,”
he said.

This year will also be the
second round for their Spir-
it coffee blend, which brings
attention to the Highway of
Tears and to Murdered and
Missing Indigenous Women
and Girls. Both of these
blends are only available for
a set period of time.

“There’s a big shift hap-
pening in the food industry,
a consumer shift,” he said.
People want to know more
about where a product came
from and what it’s about.
There is a push for more
local and more BIPOC
opportunities, for social
enterprises like Birch Bark
Coffee Co. that are innova-
tive and have a main focus
on social impacts. “People
seem to be shifting towards
people like myself, not
myself but the company,”
he noted. “I think what it
does is allows me to offer
consumers a better way of
being ethical and socially
responsible.”

There are a number of
partnerships and collabora-
tions underway. Birch Bark

Coffee is showing up in uni-
versities and colleges and
will be in Costco stores
soon. The labels on their
coffee bags are put on by a
non-profit organization in
Nova Scotia called Flower
Cart. This provides employ-
ment for people that can’t
readily get in the workforce,
people that have Down’s
Syndrome or have to be
supervised, He said. “They

put all of the labels on our
coffee bags by hand.”
There’s another big
announcement coming
soon. Birch Bark Coffee
Company has given back to
First Nation communities
by providing individual
water treatment systems,
but a new project will see
them partnering with an
Ontario First Nation to
develop a community-sized

i
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[N SUPPORT OF THE GORD DOWNIE 6 CHANIE WENJACK FUND g
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This coffee from Latin America is on the dark side with a
velvety smooth flavour featuring aromas of burnt honey,
pipe tobacco and cocoa powder.

LIGHT
ROAST

O000@O

DARK
ROAST

FIRST NATIONS OWNED AND OPERATED

SUPPORTING RECONCILIATION THROUGH

AWARENESS, EDUCATION & CONNECTION

NETWT.12 02/ 340G

Our special blend of black medicine brings
awareness to the legacy of the residential
school system and the importance of truth &
reconciliation.

i T S AN &

H & RECONCILIATION

Friday, September 30th, 2022
5:00-6:30pm
4 Directions Complex

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation

For more information, visit Noojmowin-teg.ca or call (705) 368-0083

water system that will pro-
vide clean drinking water.
“As the company grows, I
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...Birch Island roaster produces ‘Reconciliation Coffee,” only available until Oct. 10

want to give back to every-
body,” he said. “That was
my main goal. I just want to

TEE IT UP FOR

TOURNAMENT

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2022
RAINBOW RIDGE GOLF COURSE

CALL RAINBOW RIDGE GOLF COURSE
@ 705-859-2990 TO
REGISTER YOUR TEAM

18 HOLES OF GOLF

MIXED DIVISION OF 4
LADIES DIVISION OF 4
$80.00 PER PERSON
LUNCH PROVIDED

*

give back as much as I can
in this world and make it a
better place.”

Wear pink
in support

Blinds and stands ¢ Scent blockers
Corn ¢ Salt blocks ¢ Flannel jackets
and more in store
GET YOUR LAWN READY
NOW FOR NEXT SPRING

Fall Fertilizer, Grass Seed & More

(while supplies last)

OUR HOURS:

Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm,
Saturday 7:30 am - 4 pm, CLOSED SUNDAYS

9130 HWY 6, LITTLE CURRENT e 705-368-2090
VISIT US ONLINE AT RONA.CA
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

COMMISSION OF CANADA
| 94 Calls to Action

Released in 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada identified “94 Calls to Action that speak to all sectors
of Canadian society” The Calls to Action aim “to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of

Canadian reconciliation” (Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, 2015).

Leading up to September 30th - Orange Shirt Day and The National Day of Truth and Reconciliation - Noojmowin Teg
Health Centre will be highlighting each of the Calls to Action. Noojmowin Teg Health Centre affirms its dedication to
supporting former residential school students, their families,and communities of Mnidoo Mnising.

Kina Binoojiinh K'chipiitendaagozi, Every Child Matters.

Support services are always available:
» Noojmowin Teg Health Centre, Resolution Health Support Program (Mon-Fri 8:30am - 4:00pm), (705) 368-2182,ext. 237

« National IRS Crisis Line (24/7): 1-866-925-4419

#87

We call upon all levels of government, in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, sports
halls of fame, and other relevant organizations, to provide public education that tells
the national story of Aboriginal athletes in history.

#88

We call upon all levels of government to take action to ensure long-term Aboriginal
athlete development and growth, and continued support for the North American
Indigenous Games, including funding to host the games and for provincial and territorial
team preparation and travel.

#89

We call upon the federal government to amend the Physical Activity and Sport Act

to support reconciliation by ensuring that policies to promote physical activity as a
fundamental element of health and well-being, reduce barriers to sports participation,
increase the pursuit of excellence in sport, and build capacity in the Canadian sport
system, are inclusive of Aboriginal peoples.

#90

We call upon the federal government to ensure that national sports policies, programs,
and initiatives are inclusive of Aboriginal peoples, including, but not limited to,
establishing:

i. In collaboration with provincial and territorial governments, stable funding for,and
access to,community sports programs that reflect the diverse cultures and traditional
sporting activities of Aboriginal peoples.

il.An elite athlete development program for Aboriginal athletes.

ili. Programs for coaches, trainers, and sports officials that are culturally relevant for

#92

We call upon the corporate sector in Canada to adopt the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a reconciliation framework and to apply its
principles, norms, and standards to corporate policy and core operational activities
involving Indigenous peoples and their lands and resources. This would include, but
not be limited to, the following:

i. Commit to meaningful consultation, building respectful relationships, and obtaining
the free, prior,and informed consent of Indigenous peoples before proceeding with
economic development projects.

ii. Ensure that Aboriginal peoples have equitable access to jobs, training, and education
opportunities in the corporate sector, and that Aboriginal communities gain long-term
sustainable benefits from economic development projects.

iii. Provide education for management and staff on the history of Aboriginal peoples,
including the history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law,
and Aboriginal-Crown relations. This will require skills based training in intercultural
competency, conflict resolution, human rights,and anti-racism.

#93

We call upon the federal government, in collaboration with the national Aboriginal
organizations, to revise the information kit for newcomers to Canada and its citizenship
test to reflect a more inclusi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>