
by Warren Schlote
IRON BRIDGE—Following the
withdrawal of  Blue Sky Net
(BSN)’s proposal to bring broad-
band internet to Manitoulin
Island and the North Shore after
the sole bidder did not meet its

criteria, a grassroots effort has
emerged to cover the same area
with a municipal-owned network
led by Huron Shores Mayor
Georges Bilodeau and the lone
applicant to the original BSN
request for proposals.

“The major providers are only
going after ‘good’ areas and are
leaving small, rural, remote areas
off  from service for internet and
broadband. That didn’t seem to be
good for the small hamlets here in
Huron Shores and a lot of  oth-

ers,” said Mayor Bilodeau, whose
township spans an area west of
Blind River to just west of  the
incorporated Town of  Thessalon.

Mayor Bilodeau’s initiative has
reached Island townships and
many have offered letters of  sup-
port for undertaking a feasibility
study, including Burpee and
Mills, Gordon/Barrie Island,
Gore Bay, the Northeast Town
and Tehkummah.

The original Manitoulin
broadband proposal

BSN is a North Bay-based non-

by Warren Schlote
OTTAWA—The federal govern-
ment launched the much-antici-
pated Canada Student Service
Grant (CSSG) last Thursday, June
25, a program that partners post-
secondary students with non-prof-
its to earn a grant based on the
number of  hours each student
volunteers at participating organ-
izations this summer.

“It’s really an amazing opportu-
nity for students, not only within
their own communities but
because some experiences are vir-
tual, they’re able to help other
communities across the country.
That can help students broaden
their scope,” said Minister of
Diversity and Inclusion and
Youth Bardish Chagger in a Fri-
day interview with The Expositor.

The CSSG allows post-sec-
ondary students and recent grad-

uates to “pursue a variety of  vol-
unteer opportunities that put
their interests and abilities to
work for a not-for-profit cause this
summer,” reads a handout from
the ‘I Want To Help’ portal, a web-

site created for the partnership
between the Government of  Cana-
da and WE Charity.

Canada worked with WE to
deliver this program because of
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Happy Canada Day! It’s great to be eh Canadian!

• Manitoulin Eats: See Page 16 • Manitoulin Staycation: Traverse the Union Road on Pages 14 & 15
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(Re)-Visiting Ontario’s Island Retreat?

MSS, WHS robotics teams build UV sterilization carts for Island health centres

FIRST Robotics Canada teams at Wikwemikong High School (First Nations STEM #5672, left) and Manitoulin Secondary School (Manitoulin Metal #6865, right) 
assembled UV sterilization carts for the front-line workers at some Island health providers. The Wiikwemkoong team delivered theirs to Naandwechige-Gamig 
Wikwemikong Health Centre and Wikwemikong Nursing Home while the Manitoulin Metal crew delivered theirs to the Manitoulin Central Family Health Team in 
Mindemoya and the Gore Bay Medical Clinic.

Island councils support municipal-owned broadband study 

Student volunteers can earn up to $5,000 Long-term care
homes now open
for safe visiting

Wiky T-Birds United!
Teams from 40 plus years ago reminisce

by Michael Erskine
WIIKWEMKOONG—The moves are a bit slow-
er and there is the occasional creak that just
might be coming from the strategically
arranged chairs set out on Gordie Odjig’s deck,
but the camaraderie of  the surviving members
of  the champion Wiky T-Birds (sometimes the
Blues) remains as vital as ever.

Most of  the sky blue and yellow-emblemed
championship team jackets have inexplica-
bly shrunk over the intervening years—well,
except for Scan the Man Odjig’s, which has
somehow managed to survive the clutches of
girlfriends past. The boys have a few conjec-
tures as to how Stan managed to hang onto

by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—On June 11,
Ontario Premier Doug Ford
announced that family visits
would be able to commence at
long-term care homes, retirement
homes and other residential care
facilities on June 18, allowing for a
week’s delay to allow for guide-
lines to be sent to family members. 

According to a release from the
premier’s office, “Long-term care
homes will allow outdoor visits of
one person per resident each week
at a minimum. Retirement homes
will resume indoor and outdoor
visits in designated areas or resi-
dent suites when physical distanc-

by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—Island high
school robotics teams have joined
efforts to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 by assembling a quartet
of  ultraviolet (UV) sterilization
carts for use in health settings on
Manitoulin Island.

“It’s just an extra precaution to
have, even for things like phones
where you don’t know where
they’ve been and can put them in
the cart to clean them when you
come in (to a clinic),” said Jocelyn
Kuntsi, spokesperson for the Man-
itoulin Metal #6865 FIRST Robot-
ics Canada (FRC) team at Mani-
toulin Secondary School.

“On the Island we haven’t faced
many cases yet and this will help
us avoid even more,” Jocelyn
added.

Manitoulin Metal is joined by
its elder sibling, First Nations
STEM #5672 from Wikwemikong
High School. Team mentor Chris
Mara said the builds speak to the
FRC guiding principle of  ‘co-oper-
ation.’

“It’s building bridges and bonds
between communities, giving the
sense that we’re all working
together,” said Mr. Mara. “All the
teams are working together to
bring out the best in each other
and to up everybody’s sense of

...continued on page 12

...continued on page 10

...continued on page 11

...continued on page 9

...continued on page 8Patch of champs.
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Manitoulin Welcome Centre opens doors to travelling public
LITTLE CURRENT—The Mani-
toulin Welcome Centre, Mani-
toulin’s largest tourist informa-
tion centre, located just beyond
the iconic swing bridge, opened
its doors to the travelling public
on Friday, June 26.

A municipal staff  report for
the Northeast Town council
states, “the business community
has requested that we send a
clear message that we are open
for business and that our commu-
nity is prepared to welcome our
seasonal residents and tourism-
related traffic into our communi-
ties. For many of  these business-
es, their economic survival
depends on driving sufficient
business during the summer
months to sustain their opera-
tions for the rest of  the year.”

Since the building was first
opened in 1990, the building has
been owned by the Northeast
Town with operation costs
shared by the Manitoulin munic-
ipalities. The day-to-day opera-
tions were maintained by the
Manitoulin Tourism Association
until the end of  2018.

Staff  proposed to council that
Centennial Museum of
Sheguiandah operations extend
to the welcome centre which
would maximize summer student
staffing and help the municipali-
ty promote its museum and the

Sheguiandah archaeological site,
a joint partnership with
Sheguiandah First Nation. The
summer student employees will
be supplemented with the help of
volunteers. It is not expected that

this model will have any impact
on the wage line of  the budget.

“Under our existing agree-
ments with the (Welcome Centre)
Building Operations Committee
we have a commitment from the

participating municipalities to
fund the operation of  the build-
ing,” the report continues.
“Under this proposal, there will
not be any additional staffing or
management costs to the munici-

palities and their only financial
contribution will remain their
existing commitment to fund the
operations of  the building.”

Building Operations Commit-
tee members had met for a virtu-
al meeting hosted by Mayor Al
MacNevin earlier this month.
They were then taking the ask to
continue to flow funds to the
operation of  the welcome centre
back to their respective councils.
(So far only Assiginack and
Billings have agreed to continue
to supply operational funds for
the welcome centre.)

Councillor Dawn Orr asked
what hours the welcome centre
will be staffed. Mr. Williamson
replied that the doors will be
open from 10 am to 8 pm, seven
days a week. He also explained
that staff  was in the process of
being trained by museum curator
Lisa Hallaert, who is also in
charge of  welcome centre opera-
tions this year.

“We will be using The Exposi-
tor’s publication This is Mani-
toulin, which is an excellent
resource, and are reaching out to
the other municipalities for their
materials,” Mr. Williamson
explained.

A motion to open the welcome
centre was moved by Councillor
Laurie Cook and seconded by
Councillor Bill Koehler.

The Welcome Centre, built to provide information for the travelling public, opened for business for the 2020 season last Friday
and Northeast Town Mayor Al MacNevin, second from right, dropped by to visit the bright, newly painted centre and welcome
two of the students, who will be part of the staff this summer, to their new important positions. They are, second from left, Regan
Hutchinson and, at the right, Morgan Hall. Welcome Centre manager Lisa Hallaert is on the left. The Welcome Centre is 
located on Highway 6, the first stop on Manitoulin past the swing bridge. It will be staffed seven days a week, 10 am to 8 pm
during the summer months.

An archaeological find
On Friday, June 16, the cast iron water
pipe located along Meredith Street,
near TLC Home for Seniors was
exposed by a Belanger Construction
crew during the project which will see
the water main and sewer line removed
and replaced. The water main is part of
Little Current’s original waterworks and
dates from 1948 when the town’s first
municipal piped water system was
installed. (The contractor was 
Baldasaro Construction of North Bay.)
The project also includes repaving
Meredith Street from Sim Street to 
Worthington Street, paving 
Manitowaning Road from Meredith
Street to just beyond Gammie Street
and repaving Worthington Street from
Meredith Street to just past Howland
Street. The overall project cost is $3.1
million with just over $2 million from the
province under the Connecting Link
Program. All the paving, except for the
section from Worthington Street to the
west hospital entrance on Meredith
Street, will be paved by mid-July, with
the last portion being paved by the end
of August after the water and sewer
lines are replaced.

Rainbow Board and elementary 
teachers reach tentative agreement
SUDBURY—Rainbow District School Board and the federation repre-
senting over 600 permanent elementary teachers in Sudbury, Espanola
and Manitoulin Island have reached a tentative agreement at the local
level.

Details of  the agreement will be released once ratified by members of
the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of  Ontario (ETFO) Rainbow
Local and approved by Rainbow District School Board trustees.

The new deal, if  ratified and approved, will be in effect from Septem-
ber 1, 2019 to August 31, 2022, aligning with the provincial settlement at
the central bargaining table.

“We are pleased to reach a tentative agreement with the ETFO Rain-
bow Local,” said Rainbow District School Board Chair Doreen Dewar.
“Our elementary teachers responded to distance learning with creativ-
ity, care and compassion. We commend the bargaining teams from the
Federation and the Board for their collective efforts. This is much wel-
come news in the last week of  school.”

Turner Park will see age-friendly makeover, labyrinth

COVID-19 supportive care centre
talks favour a centralized model
by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—The COVID-19 isolation and community-run support-
ive care centres’ planning group on Manitoulin Island continues to
explore the feasibility of  having one centralized location rather than
each community hosting their own, though all discussions remain pre-
liminary at this point.

Central Manitoulin Mayor Richard Stephens told his council at a
meeting last week that the Manitoulin COVID-19 Leadership Co-ordina-
tion Committee was set to discuss using the Manitoulin Hotel and Con-
ference Centre in Little Current as a possible isolation centre for health
care workers.

This would enable the workers dealing directly with COVID-19
patients to have a place to stay away from others at home.

That discussion was not to designate the hotel as such a site but
rather to assess whether or not the leadership group should form part-
nerships with that hotel or others on the Island so they could be rapid-
ly mobilized if  an urgent need arises.

Hotel executives said it was the first they had heard of  the renewed
discussion when contacted by The Expositor.

“Nothing has been shared at the board level of  concrete plans. There
could potentially be a role for us but as it stands now, it’s business as
usual,” said Manitoulin Hotel and Conference Centre general manager
Corey Stacinski, adding that he had previously offered the hotel as a
place for essential workers to stay during the rise of  the virus in Cana-
da earlier this year.

Supportive care centre committee member Derek Debassige told The
Expositor that supportive care centre meetings were shifting to a less-
frequent schedule because much of  the exploratory discussions have
already taken place.

“Realistically, I think there’s a lot of  facilities that could (support an
isolation centre) whether they’re Island lodges or cottages that aren’t
being utilized or are not too busy right now,” said Mr. Debassige.
“There’s no real health support needed other than monitoring, getting
food and having access to a phone … just a safe place to hide out for 14
days.”

Manitoulin Hotel and Conference Centre board chair Dean Roy
reserved comment on the possibility of  the hotel being used as poten-
tial supportive care centre, saying that those discussions have not yet
begun initially.

The Township of  Assiginack and M’Chigeeng First Nation have pre-
viously explored creating their own supportive care and isolation cen-
tres, which will run independently of  Manitoulin Health Centre. The
arena in Manitowaning is on standby for this purpose and discussions
are continuing in M’Chigeeng.

LITTLE CURRENT—Turner
Park, located on the Campbell
Street East bluff  overlooking the
Port of  Little Current’s pictur-

esque downtown core, will be get-
ting an age-friendly makeover in
the weeks to come.

At the June 23 meeting of  coun-

cil, a staff  report came before
mayor and council suggesting
that the $25,000 capital project of  a
new washroom facility for the
Centennial Museum of  Sheguian-
dah playground park be post-
poned with that money reallocat-
ed to turn Turner Park into an
age-friendly community space.

CAO Dave Williamson noted
that the museum park currently
remains closed as per provincial
orders and is functioning “quite
well” with an enhanced porta-pot-
ty. Mr. Williamson then suggested
to council that the $25,000 be real-
located to perform work at Turner
Park. Work would include raised
beds, gardens, an accessible path-
way, additional accessible seating,
the creation of  a meditation
labyrinth, a gazebo for shade and
a water fountain.

“It would be a place for seniors
to go to enjoy the beauty of  the
Island and be highly accessible,”
Mr. Williamson said, adding that
the Sheguiandah washroom proj-
ect would be moved to next year.

Sheguiandah councillor Dawn
Orr was the first to speak, raising
concern that Sheguiandah was
missing out once again.

“We have waited for that wash-
room in Sheguiandah for a long
time,” said Councillor Orr. “It’s
about time this project happened.
I would like to see at least some of

SHEGUIANDAH—Howdy!
Walk into Sheguiandah’s

Manitoulin Trading Post and
that’s the first word you’re likely
to hear from the smiling face of
assistant manager Elvis Simon.

Mr. Simon has been a Trading
Post staple for 27 years come this
fall, ever since he began work-
ing there at age 14.

“We started out in a trailer
and now we have this big build-

ing,” Mr. Simon says, reflecting
on his time at the trading post.

He knows just about every
regular customer by name and
says he loves the peace and quiet
of  his community.

Mr. Simon has remained busy
on the front lines during the
pandemic but that hasn’t
stopped him from spending time
with his five daughters, includ-
ing an eight-year-old set of
triplets.

What advice does he have for
others trying to support their
families in these trying times?

“Just stay relaxed, be grateful
for what you’ve got and stay
humble,” he says.

Please remember that when
you shop locally, you’re support-
ing friends and neighbours like
Elvis Simon.

...continued on page 13

Elvis Simon builds community
spirit at the Sheg. Trading Post

Elvis Simon
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Canadians are not given much to bragging—as a nation and a peo-
ple we tend to be humble to a fault, being more often focused on our
perceived (and too often imagined) shortfalls than our accomplish-
ments (1972 being a notable exception—young’uns ask your par-
ents/grandparents, it’s a hockey
thing). In fact, our national charac-
ter is defined from the rest of  the
globe’s perspective more for a ten-
dency to apologize than possibly
any other dominant cultural facet.

This odd national personality
quirk has perhaps never been
more evident than in the present
context as we wrestle with sys-
temic racism instilled in our insti-
tutions birthed in the cauldron of
colonialism and the overt racism
of  a world-spanning empire that
reverberates down through to the
present. Black Lives Matter is an
important phrase even in a coun-
try as diverse (and proud of  it) as
ours. We aspire to the concept of
all lives mattering equally, but it is
those whose skins are not White
who continue to risk their lives
simply because their skin is a dif-
ferent colour.

The revelations of  the residen-
tial school system remain a dark
stain on our national honour that
refuses to fade—nor should it, as
the recognition of  the horrors it
inflicted on so many who were
forced from their homes, families,
language and culture in a misguid-
ed imperial belief  that British civi-
lization was the epitome—and
needs to be remembered.

We live with the continued reality of  the disproportionate number
of  Indigenous women and girls who continue to be murdered and
missing with each and every passing day—many of  those unreported
or investigated properly due to the aforementioned systemic (and out-
right overt) racism that exists in our police services.

But there is something in this steady barrage of  negative percep-
tions in which to take heart. We not only regret the transgressions of
the past (and of  course apologize), but as a nation we recognize that
those transgressions were (and continue to be) wrong and total anath-
ema to a just and civil society based on the founding principles of
peace, order and good government.

Those principles are the foundation of  our nation, enshrined in our
constitution and fundamental to our approach to the social ills that
assail us.

We are a remarkably healthy social democracy (Facebook conspir-
acy theorists notwithstanding) and part of  our cherished freedoms
include the right of  those who are being wronged (and their allies) to

stand up and be heard.
We are not dealing with our shortcomings quickly enough, there

are plenty of  voices who will quite fairly reinforce that point on any
given day in any given city, but we can take heart in those young peo-

ple (and older folks too) who
stepped up, placard in hand and
mask on face, to protest the contin-
ued discrimination against people
of  colour as part of  the Black Lives
Matter demonstration at the Little
Current swing bridge recently.

Canada is the most multicultur-
al nation in the world, a nation
which celebrates its diversity and
one which embraces the many cul-
tures, not just the one or two
whiter shades of  pale that founded
this nation. We are coming to
grips, albeit still much too slowly,
with the debt we owe those who
were our allies in the early estab-
lishment of  this nation—and
whom we went on to treat shabbily
once our need for their might of
arms had passed.

We are much more than a coun-
try of  massive girth, stretching
between three oceans, holding the
largest number (some three mil-
lion) and largest (our own beloved
Lake Huron) of  the world’s fresh-
water lakes. We boast (sorry for the
word) grand mountain ranges,
prairies that stretch to the sunset
and beyond, pristine arctic tun-
dras and a huge abundance of  nat-
ural resources. We are a people
who look more to the future than to

the past, whose culture provides opportunities for advancement for
all (still working on the ‘equally’ part of  that) with a society that
seeks to provide a safety net for its most vulnerable.

Canada’s social safety net and universal health care are reasons
enough to take pride in our nation this Canada Day, but we have so
many more.

It is a near universal aspect of  our communities that we step up and
care for those around us who have met with adverse calamity. Despite
the spectre of  large gatherings at some outdoor parks and beaches
around the country, we are largely observing the efforts needed to
contain the COVID-19 pandemic (evidenced better by the numbers
contained in the published health system data than by anecdotal inci-
dents of  insane social practices) and we care about our neighbours.

This is who we are as a nation, bumps, lumps and stumbles
notwithstanding, an essentially caring and compassionate society
who aims to, and can do, better. 

So sorry, not sorry, we are Canada and proud. Happy Canada Day.

“who dares not offend, cannot be honest”One Manitowaning Road
opinion

editorial

letters

Canada is truly the best country in the world

To the Expositor:
Thank you, Manitoulin Expositor for the article about Manitowaning

Historical Milestones (‘The year 2020 marks several Manitowaning his-
torical milestones, Page 5). However, I would like to correct an error
that I made in this article. I said that the Agricultural Society was
formed to set up and maintain the museum gardens. This of  course

should have been the Assiginack Horticultural Society that was formed
65 years ago. My apologies to the Horticultural Society. Both groups are
important to the community.

Thanks,
David Smith

Manitowaning

A kind setting of the record straight
The Assiginack Horticultural Society was set up 55 years ago to maintain the gardens

To the Expositor:
I was visiting the Island and read a letter to the editor (‘A contrary

viewpoint on Black Lives Matter’) that badly interprets and selectively
paraphrases John McWhorter’s take on racism and Black Lives Matter
(BLM) and I felt I had to respond. Shaun Desjardins of  Mindemoya
wrote that McWhorter’s research shows that more Whites are killed
by police than Blacks, as though he were undermining the BLM move-
ment. But that’s not McWhorter’s point. Far from somehow arguing
that systemic racism doesn’t exist, the Columbia University linguistics
professor also mentions that Blacks are killed more by police per capita
than White people, that Blacks live disproportionately in poorer com-
munities in the US (communities visited by cops more frequently) and

that Blacks are also stopped and searched much more frequently.
McWhorter also wrote in The Atlantic that his personal research sug-
gests that police, as badly trained as they are, don’t literally start each
day deliberately targeting Black people. But of  course they don’t. He
describes the tragedy as a function of  systemic racism. 

The whole point of  BLM is to shine a light on this. I saw a meme that
said either you believe systemic racism exists, or you’re part of  the sys-
tem, and I thought that was worth thinking about.

Thanks for considering this. 
Gavin Adamson

Toronto

Some balancing of misleading John McWhorter quotations
The point is that more Blacks are killed proportionally than Whites
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Brian Sprack
This British-born resident of

Manitowaning has held numer-
ous jobs and challenged many
sports and hobbies in his life-long
quest for adventure, including
leaving his home as a young man
and moving to Canada. In Britain,
Brian Sprack joined the Merchant
Navy for several years, before he
immigrated to Canada and joined
the Canadian Army as a para-
trooper and wireless operator. He
spent much of  his service time in
the Canadian North. He met Joyce
(Hembruff), the love of  his life,
and they eventually settled down
in her hometown of  Manitowan-
ing. He continues to seek out
adventure. “One day, I still want to
go gliding high above the earth
and enjoy the feeling of  such free-
dom.”

His maternal great grandpar-
ents came from large working
class families and were raised in
the late Victorian era. When his
grandmother Elizabeth was a
child of  three, her parents had to
place her in an orphanage until

they could afford to bring her
home at the age of  six. “My grand-
parents Arthur Everest and Eliza-
beth (Glaum) raised four chil-
dren. My grandfather served and
was wounded in the First World
War. My mother Doris, their third
child, married Percy Sprack in
1933. I was their only child, born
in a small suburb of  London on
February 22, 1934.” 

When Brian was five years old,
his father entered the British
Army at the beginning of  the Sec-
ond World War. Brian and his
mother moved to the town of
Dorking to stay with his maternal
grandparents, who had a rented
home. They lived above a small
tea shop that they operated. His
mother’s only brother also enlist-
ed for the war effort and he served
in North Africa. “I remember that
my grandfather wrote his son one
letter a week, over 200 in all. We
still have those letters. I learned a
lot about the past Victorian era in
England and was reminded about
some incidents in my own child-
hood in these anecdotal scribes.
‘Brian jumped off  the bridge
today and his front teeth went
through his lip.’ This was really
the follow-through of  a dare.
These letters are a real treasure.”

“My father was also stationed
in North Africa, then Italy. He
returned to Scotland, where after
a brief  rest he was to be rede-
ployed to Germany. My mum and I
spent some time with him while
he was stationed in Dykehead, a
small town near Sterling, Scot-
land. One evening the three of  us
went out to see the then-new
movie ‘Gone With the Wind.’ My
dad passed out during the film’s
intermission. He was diagnosed
with malaria. We rented a small
cottage, my mum got a part-time
job cleaning and we spent all the
time we could with my dad until
he recovered. These are the earli-
est memories I have of  my dad. I
attended school while we lived
there, one English kid and 16

Scots, but it all worked out.”
Shortly after his dad returned

home at the end of  the Second
World War, Brian happened to
notice that his parents’ wedding
date was engraved on the mantle
clock. “I was surprised to note
that I was born six months after
they were married. This was only
discussed once. It really didn’t
matter because I knew they were
great parents.”

“In wartime, the food was
rationed, coal was scarce, we car-
ried gas masks and bombing runs
were normal. I saw flights of
many dozens of  planes in forma-
tion, heading to the continent,
about seven in the evening. They
returned between midnight and
three in the morning with some
severely damaged stragglers fol-
lowing behind. One of  my grand-
parents’ friends from London
came home to find an undetonat-
ed bomb on her doorstep. She left
and stayed with us until it was
safe for her to return.

“School was different now, with
most of  the regular teachers serv-
ing on the war front, and many
retired teachers had been
recalled. Their very ‘Victorian
ideology’ did not sit well with me.
I wanted to be outside, preferably
fishing. One day, I threw my shoe
and accidentally broke a window.

I feared getting the cane and I got
it—six good smacks across the
behind. On the plus side, I learned
a lot about the value of  self-disci-
pline and following through with
your plans. The war finally ended
in 1945. Rationing continued but
life slowly returned to normal.” 

“We stayed on in Dorking and

my Dad began delivering milk for
the local dairy where my mom
also worked.” At age 11, Brian and
a good friend sat for a naval exam.
“We both passed but my friend
was colour blind, and he was not
admitted, so I declined too. I didn’t
want to go in alone.” Brian deliv-
ered newspapers for a year, then
applied to the British Merchant
Navy School at Gravesend. “That
was a three-month ordeal! At one
point, I called my mum and asked
her to come and get me. My dad
stepped in and said, ‘Son, you
started this, now finish it.’ I was
angry and upset, however I am
glad that he convinced me to stay.”

Brian spent the next four years
sailing with the Merchant Navy
fleet on passenger and cargo
ships. He saw various ports of
call, including stops in Australia,
New Zealand, Africa and the Unit-
ed States. “Everything went by
boat then because shipping by
plane was too costly.” Late in 1953,
Brian had saved enough to start a
new life abroad. He applied to
Canada House (the Consulate)
near Trafalgar Square in London.
“‘What do you do?’ they asked me.
‘I’m a sailor.’ ‘Good, they need

sailors for the Great Lakes in
Canada,’ they said.”

“My mother was always sup-
portive. She let me do most of  the
things I asked to do, so long as she
felt I was capable and prepared for
it. Her older sister had already
immigrated to Canada, so I would
be able to stay with her family to
start. My mom sent her a letter
and I went looking for passage
with the local shipping company.

They told me it would be two
weeks, then they put me on wait-
ing list for the next ship going to
Canada. When I got home that
night, I got a call to be at the Liv-
erpool dock at 7:30 the next morn-
ing. I had to leave in an hour to get
there on time, so no long good-
byes. Mum got up from the dinner
table and packed my bag. An hour
later I was on the road, headed for
another country on another conti-
nent, leaving my family far
behind.”

“I spent my first Sunday in
Toronto on the streetcars. My
aunt, who lived in the city’s west
side, had explained to me how the
streetcar system worked. I got on
at the Dundas line and just headed
all the way east. Then I trans-
ferred to the north-south route
without having to pay more. I saw
much of  Toronto that day for just
10 cents. I finally got off  at Yonge
Street where my footsteps echoed
on the pavement. Businesses were
closed and people were in
church.”

“I soon found out that I was too
young to be a dance instructor.
Steam-fitting was not my forte,
either. I had an appointment for a
job, with a jewellery store owner
downtown but he called to say
that he would be delayed two
hours for the interview.” Brian
decided to walk down Yonge
Street, towards Lake Ontario.
“The light was red when I got to
Wellesley and Yonge, so I turned
right. I stopped at a recruiting sta-
tion to look at the posters in the
window. A deep voice behind me
said: ‘You look like a likely candi-
date for the Canadian Army.’ A
rather tall authoritative-looking
sergeant bid me inside and my
fate was sealed.” 

“Three days later I was on my
way to Kingston. I never got to the
jewellery store interview.” The
Cold War of  the 1950s had North
Americans worried about a Russ-
ian invasion from the Arctic. Bri-
an trained as a paratrooper and a
wireless operator. He was
assigned to training sessions at
Fort Churchill on Hudson Bay
with the Royal Canadian Princess
Patricia Light Infantry. Six seven-
member teams parachuted from
planes to land in a vast circle on

the frozen tundra in November.
They carried equipment and
heavy batteries, slowly making
their way to the central meeting
point.  

They slept in tents. “It was too
cold to fight, in my opinion, but
we did as we were instructed and
got home for Christmas.” Then in
January it was back to Yel-
lowknife, Churchill and White-
horse for winter exercises. Wire-
less operators kept the war
exercises umpires informed
about how the two military teams
were doing. “It was a good three
years of  my life,” he reflects. “The
focus was on the team, not on the
individual. It is the other guy you
look out for. You never want to let
a buddy down.”

Brian met Joyce Hembruff  in
December of  1954 in Georgetown,
Ontario. The restaurant Joyce
worked in closed at nine in the
evening so she would walk to a
nearby Chinese restaurant that
stayed open until eleven to catch a
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Now and Then
A Celebration of Life on Manitoulin
Mnaachtoong Maadsewin

By Petra Wall

Brian in 1936.

A great catch in South Baymouth while living at Black Rock Lodge, September
1963.

Brian and Joyce, March 1998, in Sudbury.

Brian in uniform during the winter of 1955.

...continued on page 19

Barber School in Toronto, 1964.

The couple’s wedding day, April 7,
1956.



WIIKWEMKOONG—The
Holy Cross Church in
Wiikwemkoong, founded
and still run by Jesuits,
was vandalized between
Saturday, June 13 and the
early hours of  Sunday,
June 14. 

The perpetrator(s) broke
windows and set fires
inside the church, causing
significant damage. The
damage is substantial to
the point of  forcing the
temporary closure of  the
building, the oldest
Catholic church in North-
ern Ontario. 

As soon as Father Paul
Robson, SJ, pastor of  the
church, discovered what
had happened, he called
Wikwemikong Tribal
Police Service (WTPS). The
local fire department was
also contacted, and mem-
bers of  chief  and council
came to the church. The
insurance company was
also contacted. A police
investigation is underway.

“We are grateful that
flames did not consume the
building,” stated Fr Gerry
McDougall, SJ, superior of
the region and former pas-

tor in Wiikwemkoong. “We
pray for the people of  Wiik-
wemkoong, who cherish
their church of  Holy Cross,
and also for the unknown
perpetrator(s) and for the
restoration of  the church
building.”

Please contact WTPS
Constable Joseph Naok-

wegijig or Detective Ser-
geant Todd Fox at 705-859-
3141 should you possess
any information regarding
this crime or contact
Crime Stoppers at 1-888-
222-8477 should you choose
to remain
anonymous.

PAGE 6—THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

Injured hiker rescued in 
Killarney Provincial Park

On June 22 at 12 pm, members of  the Nipissing West
(Sudbury) detachment of  the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) responded to a report of  an injured hiker in Killar-
ney Provincial Park in the Municipality of  Killarney.

Investigation revealed a group of  three people had
hiked approximately 40 kilometres on the Silhouette Trail
in the last three days when one of  the individuals suffered
an ankle injury. With a weak cell signal, they managed to
place a call to the Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre
(JRCC) which then contacted OPP.

With the assistance of  OPP Aviation Services and park
rangers from Ontario Parks, the group was located at 5:55
pm and extracted from the area.

The 26-year-old injured party, from North Bay, was treat-
ed by paramedics with Killarney Emergency Medical
Services.

Three driving complaints lead to 
impaired driver arrest

On June 19 at approximately 9:49 pm, members from the
Manitoulin detachment of  the OPP responded to three
traffic complaints on Highway 6, north of  Little Current.

Police located the vehicle in Espanola and conducted a
traffic stop. It was determined the individual had been
consuming alcohol and was subsequently arrested.

As a result of  the investigation Karl Bubalo, 62 years old
of  Nickle Centre, was charged with operation while
impaired, alcohol and drugs and failure or refusal to com-
ply with demand.

The accused was released on an undertaking to appear
and is scheduled to appear before the Ontario Court of
Justice in Espanola on August 10, 2020.

Safety equipment lives and reduces injuries
With summer now in full swing, the OPP is sharing

important facts and data about safety equipment that
saves lives and reduces injuries on and off  the road.  

A personal floatation device (PFD) is inarguably the
most under-utilized piece of  safety equipment in seasonal
outdoor recreation. More than 80 percent of  people who
die on OPP-patrolled waterways are found not wearing a
PFD. 

It does not suffice to have a PFD close by. With falling
overboard and capsized vessels the leading causes in boat-
ing deaths, the only safe PFD is the one you are wearing.
Seven of  the eight boating fatality victims this year were
found not wearing a PFD. Half  of  the victims were in
canoes—an important reminder that paddlers are at risk
as much as other boaters. 

Of  the six fatal off-road vehicle (ORV) incidents investi-
gated by the OPP this year, three of  the deceased were
found not wearing a helmet. With losing control a top con-
tributing factor in ORV fatalities, wearing a helmet can
provide crucial protection if  you crash, tip over or fall off
your ORV. 

A helmet is equally important for cyclists. Every cyclist
under the age of  18 must wear an approved helmet. For
youths and children under 16 years of  age, a parent or
guardian must ensure their child wears a helmet every
time they ride their bicycle. 

Lack of  seatbelt use has been linked to 20 OPP-investi-
gated road fatalities so far this year. Drivers and passen-
gers are reminded that preventing ejection is not the only
way a seatbelt can save your life during a collision.

A seatbelt holds you in the position where you receive
the greatest benefit from your airbag. Wearing a seatbelt
also reduces the risk that you’ll be thrown around in the
vehicle and injure yourself  by colliding with hard objects.
You also risk colliding with other occupants and endan-
gering their lives, even those who did do the right thing by
buckling up.

During Canada Day Week (June 27 - July 5), the OPP is
conducting a traffic safety campaign aimed at ensuring
people using our roads, waterways and trails are making
full use of  lifesaving equipment and keeping themselves
safe through other positive behaviours.

Throughout the campaign, the OPP will also target alco-
hol/drug-impaired drivers, inattentive and aggressive
drivers on and off  the road throughout the province.

Holy Cross Church in Wiikwemkoong 
vandalized, forced to close temporarily

Wikwemikong Fire Department members attend the June 14 scene
of arson and vandalism at Holy Cross Church.

Bridal Veil remains closed
BILLINGS—The Township of  Billings Municipal Emer-
gency Control Group (MECG) continues to monitor the
local COVID-19 situation and assess the reopening of  var-
ious municipal facilities and amenities in the context of
provincial emergency orders, public health guidelines
and the staged approach to relaxing restrictions. 

On Friday, June 26, MECG provided the following
updates: 

Bridal Veil Falls and Kagawong River Trails 
Bridal Veil Falls and the stairs to access them remain

closed. “The level of  non-compliance has been disappoint-
ing and we will be increasing our monitoring of  the area
in an effort to reverse this trend before a complete closure
becomes necessary,” a press release from MECG states. 

Kagawong Market
The first Kagawong Market of  the summer will be held

Wednesday, July 1 from 10 am to 2 pm at the Old Church on
the Hill grounds (turn left at the Fire Hall onto Carter
Crescent, then turn right at the Dog Park). The market
will run weekly on Wednesdays for the remainder of  July
and August. 

Kagawong landfill 
Starting July 5, the Kagawong landfill Sunday hours

will change to 10 am to 4 pm. This extends the Sunday
hours by two hours and opens the landfill earlier for those
seasonal residents heading back home on Sunday morn-
ings. 

State of  Emergency 
The province has extended its state of  emergency until

July 15. The declared state of  emergency within the town-
ship remains in place at this time. 

Visits to Manitoulin Health Centre sites 
Please note that all visitors to Manitoulin Health Cen-

tre sites will be asked to wear a mask. Masks will be pro-
vided if  you do not have one with you when you arrive.
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Ice Chips and Canoe Quips

HOME HEALTH AND MOBILITY

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

WE HOPE YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES STAY HEALTHY

CAUTIOUSLY REOPENING
We are cautiously reopening from 9am-12pm 
and afternoons by appointment. 
Maintaining appropriate physical distancing 
with limited  numbers in store at all times.

If you need any Home Health and Mobility items 
for purchase or rental, please contact:
STORE 705-368-3838 • FAX 705-368-3131
EMAIL jim@edgepharm.ca

We have masks, gloves 
and hand sanitizers

705-368-3838705-368-3838

Touchless
Thermometers 
now availble!

Restaurant Hours:
OPEN DAILY FOR TAKE-OUT AND LOCAL DELIVERY 

OUTDOOR PATIO NOW AVAILABLE 
PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING

CALL 705-368-2023
BAR CLOSED

FIND OUR MENU ONLINE AT 
ANCHORGRILL.COM/DINING

16” PEPPERONI AND CHEESE PIZZA
1 LB OF WINGS

SMALL CAESAR SALAD
ONLY $32 (TAX INCLUDED)

ACCEPTING E-TRANSFERS NOW!

Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

OUTDOOR SEATING NOW AVAILABLE!

SPECIAL

WEEKNIGHT FUN
Every Wednesday Trivia Special 5 pm - 8 pm 

Join Caitlin every Wednesday @ 8 pm
 for Trivia live on The Anchor’s 

Facebook page.

NEW HOURS
Starting Friday, July 4th our hours of 

operation will be 8 am to 10 pm

Indigenous Peoples Day on Wiiky Bay
Wiikwemkoong resident Rosetta Toulouse sparked this gathering in Smith (Wiiky) Bay for National Indigenous Peoples
Day. Community members and businesses teamed up to offer canoe rentals, snacks and drinks for the 21-person flotilla
who gathered to mark the holiday. Plans are in the works for another outing in the future.

photo by Scott Flamand

Joke of  the week!
Last summer I was shingling the kitchen roof

when a friend drops by and offers me a hand. I asked
him to do a clean-up of  old shingles and throw them
in the truck. My wife came out and put some pops
and juices in the shade. About 45 minutes later my
friend says he’s all done, and I reminded him of  the
drinks in the shade and told him I’ll be down in a

minute. From the roof  I could see him walking
towards the shade and I said ‘if  you’d rather have
something instead of  what’s there just knock on the
window and tell Lori.’ He said ‘I’m not going to do
that’ and I said ‘I wouldn’t either, but I’d like to hear
her reaction.’

Dave Draper
Little Current

Rainbow Ridge record
wrecked!

Congratulations to Aundeck
Omni Kaning’s Scott Madahbee
who started off  his summer in
fine fashion. On June 21 he broke
the course record at Rainbow
Ridge in Manitowaning by shoot-
ing a 65. Still lots of  summer to
break your record now, Scotty!

Sport spotlights!
How many out there know that

Wiikwemkoong Ogimaa Duke Peltier was an NHL prospect long
before he entered politics? As a young man, he patrolled the defense
position with the Jr A Weyburn Red Wings of  the SIJHL. Following his
Weyburn career he advanced to the CWAA with the University of
Saskatchewan for two years where he was an important cog in the play
of  the defensive crew. Duke was a smooth- skating, accurate shooter
who decided to come home rather than play minor pro. In Northern
Ontario he was well-known as a go-to recruit. Now, as ogimaa of  Wiik-
wemkoong Unceded Territory he is leading in a much more important
role. Hats off  to Ogimaa Peltier.

Just a note here to recognize a great teacher and fitness role model,
Jon Balfe. A product of  North Bay, and from a large family of  athletes,
he now teaches at our Manitoulin Secondary School where he has
established a fitness program of  a very high caliber. He and his wife
Tina makes sure that their children get involved in as many sports as
possible. 

The Balfe family has been a regular at the Mindemoya Classic
triathlon (Run, Paddle, Pedal) since Annie was a baby and ripped
through the bumpy bike trail in a trailer (Annie just graduated Grade
8!) Mr Balfe also gives back in as he coaches a number of  sports teams.
Jon is a huge advocate of  personal improvement and thus has reformed
the focus of  track and field day at Central Manitoulin Public School,
involving his math students in authentic learning opportunities. 

He comes by his athleticism honestly as his father, Tom, who now
lives in Tehkummah, is a university graduate from Kent State Univer-
sity in Ohio where he was a regular with the varsity football team. Tom
was also one of  the elite basketball players at Scollard Hall in the 60s
and 70s. Kudos to a top-notch athletic family.

Congratulations to another local sports legend Don “Scotty” Odjig.
The Grey Coach turned 94 years young this past week. Scotty was

known across Ontario as a winning, hard-working hockey coach with
the Wiikwemkoong Hawks. He coached his team to many tournament
victories against higher level teams as well as winning NOHA and
regional Silver Stick titles. 

Don is a real fitness proponent and many continue to follow his exam-
ple in Wiiky. He has won many age division titles, particularly 10K
runs. Don is also an avid and excellent golfer beating many a younger,
up-and-coming challenger.

For years he was the recreation director where he also coached soft-
ball. The gentleman also was a great curler often playing with then
local legends Denzil Spence and Father Felix S.J. He once told my
Dad that he then thought living past 70 wasn’t one of  his goals. He said
that on the occasion of  his 59th birthday. But here we are 44 years later!
What a guy, keep going Scotty.

A good sport is good for sports. 
chipstoquips@gmail.com 

Scott Madahbee

Don “Scotty” Odjig turned 94 last week.



his. “Don’t write that
down,” laughs Gordie, the
organizer and impresario
of  the get-together being
held at Gordie’s Beach.
That particular admonition
will be repeated several
times throughout the
evening, along with the
accompanying “true story,
write that down.”

Between the roars of
laughter and interjections
of  forgotten T-Bird lore,
Gordie is valiantly trying to
keep the chronological
order of  the storied hockey
team’s history straight.
“Hold on, I’ll get to that,” he
says, as his buddy Sonny
recalls a humorous inci-
dent involving something
called “the dungeon.”

Gordie started his
chronology by paying hom-
age to the original hockey
players from the Wiik-
wemkoong Unceded Terri-
tories, one of  whom was his
own father Dominique
Odjig. He picks up a framed
photograph from the table
of  a group of  decidedly
tough looking young men
gathered around his father.
“That’s Eli McDougal, the
guy with the cigarette and
Charlie Minogue,” he said;
“it’s the 1950s and they are
getting ready to hitch the
horses to travel across the
ice to Killarney to play the
Killarney Northmen.”

It was these early pio-
neers of  hockey who pro-
vided the inspiration for
those who followed. “There
are what I call four genera-
tions,” explains Gordie.
“The guys from the 1920s,
they kinda started it all,
then there were the guys
from the 1950s, early 60s,
they were the first genera-
tion of  T-Birds.

“The second generation,
those were the guys from
1968, 69, 70, guys like John-
ny Jackson, he was a great
goalie,” said Gordie. “I was-
n’t allowed to be a T-Bird
yet, we were young guys
still in high school.”

The Wiky T-Birds were a
senior league team, back
when the Island had a sen-
ior league and hockey was a
major draw. Fans would
travel to the games by the
school bus load, sometimes
for a particularly important
Island championship game
the fans would arrive four
buses strong. “There wasn’t
enough room in the arena,”
laughs Sonny. “Standing
room only,” agrees Gordie.

There were tryouts for
the team in those days and
the competition was tough.
“If  you didn’t make the
team you went to play for
the Odawas,” says Sonny. “I
played for them too.”

The Odawa team ranks
were made up of  those who
wanted to play for the Wiky
T-Birds but didn’t make the
cut yet, along with older
players who weren’t up to
the grade anymore. “You
had to be committed,” said
Gordie. “If  you worked out
of  town, or you couldn’t
make the games, or if  you
slacked off  on your effort,
you could get cut.” It was
serious business. But there
was that time the Odawas
got the last laugh, beating
the lauded T-Birds in a tour-
nament game. “That’s
another story,” laughs
Gordie. “We’ll get to that.”

Gordie digresses to
explain how the team name
came about. “Somebody
came back from a game in
West Bay, that’s M’Chigeeng
now, and they liked the
name of  the West Bay team,

Thunderbirds. So our team
became the Wikwemikong
Thunderbirds. That caused
quite a bit of  controversy,”
he said. “So the team
became the Wiky T-Birds.
That’s a story I never knew
until recently. But it’s a true
story, write that down.”

Although his brother
Scotty was the team coach,
Gordie was 16 before he
first got to join the roster.

The third generation
started around 1973-74.

“The arena burnt down
in 74,” recalled Gordie. “It’s
still a mystery how it hap-
pened, April Fool’s Day.
There were lots of  stories
going around, you know
how it is. But we will get to
that later.”

In this third generation
of  the team a new challenge
arose. “We started the Wiky
Drum Committee,” said
Gordie. “We would lose half
the team when there was a
big powwow down in
Detroit or someplace. We
would get back and ask how
they did and the answer
would be ‘we lost, you guys
weren’t there.” It was a
coach’s nightmare. “The
coach would get real mad at
us,” laughed Gordie.

In 1974 there was a brand
new arena, the Thunder-
dome, but it was a bit nip
and tuck.

“They put the name Wiky
Band down in the general
ledger for the building, but
when the parts arrived the
band didn’t have the mon-
ey,” recalled Gordie. “Scotty
Fisher (Odjig) was in
charge. Scotty said ‘get
those steel beams together,
they won’t be able to take it
back’.” It helped that some
of  the work team were iron-
workers.

“The old T-Birds built
that arena,” asserted
Gordie.

“I worked there for a
while,” said Sonny.

The inaugural game was
a major community event.
“The Creighton Gold Min-
ers were invited to play the
T-Birds,” recalled Gordie.
“It was a good game.” “We
beat them 6-3,” offered Son-
ny.

“It was around then that
the Manitoulin Senior
League really got started,”
said Gordie. “Even Sheg
had a team—the Sheg
Bears.”

It was good hockey, there
was body checking back
then, good hockey, rough
hockey,” said Gordie. “Wiky
won their share of  champi-
onships in those years, 1974,
75, 76. More hockey players
came on.”

Tryouts were now in Sep-
tember and October. “We
had artificial ice by then,”
said Gordie. “Before it was
water and hoses. Now the
seasons started a lot earli-
er.”

When those tryouts end-
ed, the team would have

three solid lines of five each 
and a goalie plus a spare.

When the Wiky T-Birds 
secured the Island Champi-
onship, Ogimaa Ron 
Wakegijig declared a band 
holiday and everyone 
retired to the community 
centre, with some partying 
on until daylight.

As the ‘80s drew on, a lot 
of the players moved south 
to Toronto to find work, 
and found hockey there as 
well. “I played on the 
Toronto Firebirds,” recalls 
Sonny. “It was mostly Wiky 
guys.”

As the games went on 
through the ‘80s, the games 
were tough as nails. Every 
community had a team, 
and a lot of them were 
made up of big tough farm 
boys. “There were a lot of 
fisticuffs,” admitted 
Gordie, “but it was all in 
fun. We were all friends.”

“But there was a little 
racism, like society as it 
is,” said Gordie.

A number of the players 
were on the travelling 
team, the Juvenile hockey 
club (a step before the Sen-
ior League category), the 
Wiky Bruins, and Sonny 
recalled one game when 
the opposing fans were 
chanting “Wiky on the 
warpath, oom-uh.” “The 
were trying to be racial,” 
said Gordie. “But the Wiky 
fans picked it up and went 
with it.” From then on the 
intended slight became a 
bonding chant for the 
Wiikwemkoong team and 
its fans.

The Island non-Native 
teams got teased right 
back. “Those Tehkummah 
Tycoons (Sportsman 
League), the Mindemoya 
boys, they were like ZZ Top 
guys, all big beards, big 
tough farm boys. My good 
high school friend Gordie 
McCallister.”

The Wikwemikong 
Thunderbirds represented 
Manitoulin and the North 
Shore at the All-Ontario 
Indian Hockey Tourna-
ment and secured the 
championship with three 
straight wins.

It wasn’t a cakewalk, but 
the Wiky T-Birds downed 
their arch-rivals Moose 
Factory Scrappers thanks 
in good part to the goal-
tending of Tony Roy, Mike 
Wabegijig (Monster), Alex 
Shigwadja (Joe Alick) and 
Jim Robinson of Little 
Current.

“Those guys are moose-
eaters,” said Gordie of 
their Moose Factory rivals. 
“Football player big,” 
agreed Sonny.

The penultimate win for 
the team had to be the 
Challenge Cup, however, 
and although the Sudbury 
Braves took the final amid 
some controversy, the T-
Birds took it in good grace.

“That was the end of our 
era,” said Gordie, “the

third generation.”
In 1984 the team name

changed to the Wiky Blues.
“It was still the T-Birds, but
we were under the wire,”
laughed Gordie. “We won
that Challenge Cup.”

The Senior League faded
away, giving ground to the

Sportsman era. “It was too
rough, I guess,” said Gordie
of  the demise of  the heavy
hitting, rough and tumble
Senior League, “but it was
really good hockey.”

The camaraderie of  those
days created lifelong friend-
ships between the players

among both the T-Birds and
their opponents. “We used
to say ‘don’t be scared’
when we left the dressing
room,” recalled Sonny. The
famous Peak Manitowabi,
the team’s on-ice
goon/policeman coined the
phrase “kill or be killed.”

“He was the Marty
McSorley of  the Wiky T-
Birds,” explains Gordie.

“Billie and Howie
Webkamigad, Junior
Assinewai, Bob Corbiere, 
Donald Jacko, Ron and Jeff 
Trudeau, Zootah and 
Agilius Ominika, Ron 
Davies, Mr. Cheechoo, Cliff 
Chicks and Henry George, 
Marvin Assinewai, Alex 
Fox, Donny Trudeau, 
Melvin Lewis, Louie Naok-
wegijig, Paul Williams and 
our trainers Stan Peltier 
and Merve Pitawanakwat, 
so many great hockey play-
ers, I know I there are 
more,” said Gordie. 

Glory days.
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...Wiky T-Birds United! Teams from 40 plus years ago reminisce at Gordie’s Beach in Wiikwemkoong
...continued from page 1

The Wiky T-Bird reunion’s old warriors gather for a social distancing group photo.
photo by Michael Erskine



profit mandated to improve
internet and technology
services in Northeastern
Ontario. It is one of  five
such organizations funded
by FedNor.

It issued an RFP in
search of  telecoms to bring
broadband to Manitoulin
Island, with plans of  hav-
ing the bidder pay for 30
percent of  the costs while
funding from federal and
provincial governments
would ideally cover the
remaining 70 percent
through broadband
improvement funds.

It received a single sub-
mission—a proposal by
Ottawa-based Rock Net-
works for a community-
owned internet model
based mostly on fibre optic
technology. It promised
download speeds up to one
gigabit per second (Gbps),
the equivalent of  1,000
megabits per second
(Mbps). 

Current services are
much slower. In Little Cur-
rent, which has some of  the
fastest internet on Mani-
toulin, residential connec-
tions top out around 20
Mbps. In rural areas, some
connections may barely
reach 2 Mbps and other
areas cannot get coverage
at all.

The public infrastruc-
ture model was incompati-
ble with BSN’s goals
because the non-profit did
not wish to put any funding
burden on municipalities.
BSN executive director
Susan Church told The
Expositor that the geo-
graphic realities of  North-
ern Ontario made a pub-
licly owned model more
challenging, which was
why it avoided that model
for its Manitoulin RFP.

“Municipalities in
Northern Ontario are very
different in terms of  popu-
lation density,” said Ms.
Church. “Where the model
of  municipalities owning
infrastructure comes into
play, which this submission
was, it could work where
you have much greater pop-
ulation density in a large,
expansive land area. But in
Northern Ontario you
could have 100 acres with
only one household.”

Ms. Church did not wish
to confirm that Rock Net-
works was the bidder on its
Manitoulin proposal,
though executives from the
company and Mayor
Bilodeau later corroborat-
ed this.

She added that BSN had
offered its support to the
unsuccessful bidder for any

future projects they may
undertake in the region,
such as assistance with
demographic data, detailed
mapping and other tools
they might require in order
to submit a funding appli-
cation.

BSN continues to host
talks with the Manitoulin
Municipal Association and
United Chiefs and Councils
of  Mnidoo Mnising and Ms.
Church said the non-profit
has not abandoned its goals
to bring better internet to
Manitoulin.

A parallel project
Around the same time

last fall, Huron North Com-
munity Economic Alliance
(HNCEA) formed a task-
force to examine expanding
broadband within its serv-
ice area from east of  Sault
Ste. Marie to Spanish. It
had partnered with the
Sault Ste. Marie Innovation
Centre for guidance in a
role similar to that of  BSN.

Two companies ultimate-
ly submitted proposals by
the January deadline, one
being Rock Networks. The
final proposal had to be
submitted by March but the
HNCEA executive decided
the scope of  the project was
beyond its abilities and
abandoned the proposal.

“There was a misunder-
standing,” said Edith Orr,
chair of  HNCEA. “It was
the board of  directors who
said, ‘we don’t have the
time to do a quality job of
looking at this and our
communities deserve a
quality application going
forward.’ The board’s deci-
sion was to learn from the
process and make correc-
tions going forward.”

Mayor Bilodeau said
there were many unan-
swered questions that
would have been resolved if
the group had met with
Rock Networks to better
explain its model.

With the taskforce effec-
tively sidelined, Mayor
Bilodeau, two councillors
and a volunteer (the may-
or’s wife Helen) who were
working on the internet
proposal decided to strike
out on their own. Their
vision is to partner with
Rock Networks for what
they call a community-
owned fibre infrastructure
(COFI) network that would
reach communities
throughout the North
Shore and Manitoulin
Island.

“There is approximately
$30 million a year that
leaves the area (in residen-
tial internet bills to corpo-
rate internet service

providers [ISPs]). If  we’re
able to turn this around
and create a COFI, the
majority would remain in
the communities,” said
Mayor Bilodeau.

What could a 
community-owned 
network look like?
Rock Networks president

and CEO Joe Hickey told
The Expositor that even
though his company’s mod-
el is billed as ‘community
owned,’ that does not neces-
sarily have to mean 100 per-
cent community owner-
ship. 

Communities can act as
sponsors of  the network
which prescribe the specifi-
cations and third-party fun-
ders offer the capital costs.
Public-partnerships lie in
the middle of  the spectrum
and fully community-
owned networks are at the
far end.

Fibre lines are a present
standard for internet con-
nections because of  their
high speed potential and
good signal quality over rel-
atively long distances. Run-
ning these lines, however,
can be costly.

Each kilometre of  fibre
cables can cost between
$38,000 and $45,000, with
higher costs resulting due
to a region’s topography
(which tends to be rather
challenging in this area). 

Running fibre for 51 kilo-
metres from Highway 17
along Highway 6 to the Lit-
tle Current Swing Bridge,
for instance, could cost well
over $2 million. Extending
the cable network to serv-
ice the rest of  Manitoulin
would be a massive under-
taking. 

Although this network
will be predominantly
fibre-based, there are
options of  connecting low-
density areas with wire-
less technology. This is
cheaper, but the technolo-
gy’s longevity is less than
a decade as opposed to the
30-or-more-year lifespan
of  a fibre network.

Once the network is
built, ISPs could service
customers using that
infrastructure, potentially
offering more choice from
providers and leading to
price competition.

Rural internet plans in
2018, according to Statis-
tics Canada, averaged
about $88 per month. Over
a year, this would amount
to roughly $1,050.

Mayor Bilodeau and the
Rock Networks executives
say roughly 31,000 homes
exist in the region. Over a
year, if  every household

would subscribe, that
would bring in $32.6 mil-
lion. With a more conserva-
tive estimate of  a 60 percent
subscriber rate, annual
subscriber income would
be about $19.5 million.

This would be broken up
to pay the ISP (such as
Rogers or Eastlink) as well
as cover the costs of  man-
aging and upgrading the
physical infrastructure.

Is community-owned
internet viable?

Municipal-owned inter-
net has proven successful
in other areas. Lakeland
Networks in Muskoka
offers gigabit fibre internet
to home customers with no
usage caps at a monthly
price of  $75. 

Rock Networks is
presently working on a
community-owned network
in Pictou County, Nova Sco-
tia. It has faced some fund-
ing challenges from upper
governments, but the proj-
ect continues to advance.

Community support for
the North Shore proposal
has been strong. Roughly 75
percent of  area municipal
councils have signed letters
of  support for the concept,
representing more than 80
percent of  the homes in the
region.

The next phase, says
Mayor Bilodeau, will be to
secure funding to under-
take a detailed business
case study of  the feasibility
of  implementing a commu-
nity-owned network in this

region, as well as examin-
ing possible funding mod-
els ranging from full
municipal ownership to
being entirely backed by
investors.

Communities will then
get to decide which option
they prefer.

“What we have to do to
bring broadband to this
area is to rebuild the entire
telecom infrastructure.
That’s not for the faint of
heart but communities that
embrace it will have a
much brighter future in my
mind, rather than waiting
for service to be delivered
to them that they may nev-
er get,” said Michael Groh,
senior consultant at Rock
Networks.
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TO 0% FINANCING!
TO VIEW OUR FEATURE VEHICLES VISIT

WWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CA
ESPANOLA • LITTLE CURRENT • GORE BAY
800-899-2994 • 705-368-2500 • 866-389-4954

...Island councils support municipal-owned broadband study 
...continued from page 1

More greens in Sheguiandah
Local Food Manitoulin ran a pop-up market in Sheguiandah First Nation this past Friday, June 26,
offering a donation-based opportunity for residents to get fresh greens grown by Richard Lathwell,
left. Joining him are Local Food Manitoulin’s Courtney Kurek and Kristin Bickell and happy shoppers
Linda Tessier McCarthy and Daniel McCarthy of Assiginack. 

photo by Warren Schlote



its past working relation-
ship, WE’s reach to 2.4 mil-
lion young Canadians and
connections to 7,000
schools. WE will be process-
ing the applications and
helping to match students
with opportunities.

Manitoulin Secondary
School is a WE School and
teacher Yana Bauer became
a volunteer manager at
WE’s request.

“When I got the call from
Me to WE to help out, I
thought ‘this is a win-win-
win in all directions.’ It’s an
opportunity and something
for the kids in our commu-
nity who are passionate or
underemployed who need
extra help with post-sec-
ondary,” said Ms. Bauer. “As
educators, we know that
youth will reach higher lev-
els of  achievement if  they
are supported.”

Ms. Bauer’s role includes
creating awareness of  the
program and supporting
students from finding
placements to periodic
check-ins and facilitating
training opportunities. She
is also working with local
non-profits to create eligi-
ble volunteer opportuni-
ties.

Interest has been strong.
In the first five hours of  the
platform’s launch, 3,000
Canadians applied to take
advantage of  some 23,000
opportunities posted there.
By the end of  the next day,
15,000 students had applied.

Ms. Bauer has been
speaking with former stu-
dents who have further
spread the program to their
friends. She has been inun-
dated with requests from
students she knows and
others she has never taught
but said it isn’t in her
nature to turn anyone away.

The program addresses
two present needs. Students
are lacking things to do dur-
ing the summer months
when many seasonal jobs
have disappeared during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Meanwhile, many not-for-
profit groups are transi-
tioning their offerings to
virtual delivery, a task that
may be aided by younger
individuals who tend to be
most familiar with modern
technology.

How the CSSG works
Volunteers register

through the I Want To Help
portal (IWantToHelp.org).
High schools that are part
of  the WE Schools program
may have a school contact
to help co-ordinate this
process. 

All eligible youth must be
30 years old or younger by
the end of  2020 and must
have attended post-sec-
ondary school in 2020 or be
preparing to start in the
fall. Those who graduated
in December 2019 or later

are welcome to apply but
foreign students studying
in Canada are ineligible.
Applications close on
August 21.

Anyone who has claimed
the Canada Emergency
Response Benefit (CERB) is
ineligible for the CSSG but
students getting the Cana-
da Emergency Student Ben-
efit (CESB) can join the vol-
unteer program. Volunteer
hours completed between
June 15 and October 31 this
year are considered valid
for the grant.

The grant works in a
threshold scale up to $5,000,
which will be paid directly
to the volunteer. For every
100 hours volunteered at
eligible placements, a stu-
dent will earn $1,000. CSSG
earnings are taxable.

The volunteer hours are
rewarded in multiples of
100 and are rounded down
to the last-reached mile-
stone. For instance, if  a stu-
dent were to complete 180
volunteer hours by the end
of  the program, they would
only be eligible for the 100-
hour $1,000 payout.

Island initiatives part
of  CSSG

Many of  the volunteer
opportunities as part of  the
CSSG can be completed
online from home. This lets
participants observe physi-
cal distancing measures
and follow public health
best practices.

Not all opportunities
require internet access and
participants can take part
in more than one opportu-
nity to increase their hours
earning potential.

Opportunities range
from tutoring younger stu-
dents to helping with tech-
nological support to inter-
viewing people about their
COVID-19 experience and
chronicling those realities
of  the pandemic.

Increasing numbers of
non-profits have stepped
forward to become service
partners with WE, includ-
ing local groups such as the
Providence Bay Agricultur-
al Society.

“We’re hoping we can
take advantage of  their
time and knowledge of
technology and be able to
share it with the other gen-
erations that might not
have the same skills. At the
same time, we’re hoping
the young people can glean
a little history as well,” said
the society’s secretary-trea-
surer Dawn Dawson.

The 136-year-old Provi-
dence Bay Fair will be host-
ed virtually for the first
time ever this summer.
CSSG volunteers will travel
to capture photos of  exhibit
hall competition entries
and other efforts include
compiling a video of  his-
toric fair photos for social
media.

Virtual restructuring has
been so successful for the
small fair that the Canadi-
an Association of  Festivals
and Exhibitions has turned
the Providence Bay Agri-
cultural Society into a mod-
el for others to follow across
the country. Ms. Dawson
said she has been
approached by fairs from as
far afield as Nova Scotia.

The CSSG program has
supports available for the
non-profits hosting youth
volunteers. They can apply
for funds of  between $10
and $25 thousand to cover
personal protective equip-
ment and other needed
supplies to accommodate
volunteers.

Youth who register for
CSSG will also receive up
to 25 hours of  access to
LinkedIn Learning, an
online training portal that
includes modules on per-
sonal, professional and
technical skills develop-
ment. This training time
can be logged as part of  a
student’s volunteer hours.

Program faces 
attainability 

questions
Critics such as the Cana-

dian Federation of  Stu-
dents and opposition par-
ties have slagged the
program for excluding for-
eign students and those
older than 30, as well as for
the two-month delay
between its announcement
and its launch and that stu-
dents are unlikely to be
able to earn the full grant.

To complete 500 hours at
40 hours per week would
take 12-and-a-half  weeks,
or just over three months.
Students may be able to put
in that level of  time over
the summer months but as
classes resume in some for-
mat this fall, opportunities
to spend time volunteering
will be curtailed.

Assuming a student
began volunteering this
week at 40 hours per week,
they would only amass
about 300 hours by Septem-
ber, leaving them far short
of  securing the full grant.

Minister Chagger
acknowledged that logging
500 hours by the deadline
would be a considerable
undertaking but said the
new models of  virtual edu-
cation coming in the fall
may make it easier to make
time for volunteerism.

“Is it possible to get 500
hours? Very much so, but
it’ll be challenging for
sure. But the CSSG is part
of  a suite of  programs
we’re offering to youth; if  a
student is eligible for the
CESB then they can also
receive the CSSG—it’s a
stackable program,” she
said.

As to the two-month
delay between the pro-
gram’s announcement and

its launch, Minister Chag-
ger said the government
took time to make sure the
program would be safe and
meaningful for young
Canadians.

The program has been
built to be bilingual and
accessible to Canadians
with disabilities, some-
thing Ms. Bauer said was
an important aspect to have
from an educator’s perspec-
tive.

...Student volunteers can earn up to $5,000

DO NOT place 
construction debris, electronics, furniture  etc
in the downtown garbage bins.

These bins are for household garbage ONLY

NOTICE
We are pleased to announce the opening of the 

Museum in Sheguiandah starting July 2.
Open Thursday to Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm.

MANITOULIN INFORMATION BOOTH
NOW OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK • 10 AM TO 8 PM

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WISH EVERYONE A 
HAPPY CANADA DAY!

DOG OWNER 
RESPONSIBILITIES
Please remember as a dog owner you are 
responsible for having your dog on a leash and 
to clean up after your dog.

www.townofnemi.on.ca

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
Due to the ever-changing environment 

that we are all dealing with,

Council meetings will be held every 
Tuesday Night at 7:00 pm via Zoom Video

Meeting # 489 313 1974
Or call 1-587-328-1099

Please be advised regular protocol will be in place and members of the 
public will not have the ability to make comments or ask questions during the 

meeting.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town has received a request to have the name of
LUCAR POINT ROAD

changed to
LOOKER POINT ROAD

If you have any comments or concerns, please forward them in writing 
to

Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
Box 608

Little Current, Ontario
P0P 1K0
or email

pcress@townofnemi.on.ca

Comments will be received until July 9th 

BAHA’I WRITINGS

To meet local Baha’is please email
manitoulinbahais@gmail.com or call 705-210-0529
www.building-community.ca

Be anxiously concerned with the needs 
of the age ye live in, and center your 

deliberations on its exigencies 
and requirements.
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Doing their part
Monique Lumley poses with her socially distant front lawn
characters just outside of Little Current, a friendly reminder that
we all need to continue to do our part!  photo by Joe Shorthouse



ing can be maintained. Oth-
er residential care settings
will be able to allow outdoor
visits of  two people at time.
Physical distancing will be
required for all visits. This
approach will ensure the
health and safety of  resi-
dents, staff  and visitors.”

“Thanks to the hard work
of  our front-line workers
and the collective efforts of
everyone in stopping the
spread, we can now allow
families to reunite with
their loved ones safely and
in person with strict public
health measures to protect
residents, visitors and
staff,” said Premier Ford in
the release. “But I ask every-
one to be cautious and act
responsibly as the battle to
contain COVID-19 is not
over and the risk to our
loved ones still remains.”

In addition to visitors
meeting the criteria out-
lined on the screening
forms, long-term care and
retirement homes, as well
as other residential care set-
tings, must themselves meet
the following conditions
before they welcome visi-
tors: homes must not be in
outbreak; homes must have
an established process for
communicating visitor pro-
tocol and the associated
safety procedures; and
homes must maintain the
highest infection preven-
tion and control standards. 

For retirement homes,
visitor admissions will vary
from home to home depend-
ing upon their individual
circumstances.

The Expositor reached
out to Manitoulin Centenni-
al Manor in Little Current
for information on visiting
that long-term care home.
Keith Clement, regional
director, Extendicare
responded.

“Thank you for reaching
out. We are so glad that we
are able to reunite our com-
munity’s families with out-
door visits. While strict
COVID-19 measures were in
place for everyone’s safety,
the distance over the past
several weeks was extreme-
ly hard.

“There are still a number
of  rules that we and visiting
family members have to fol-
low to make sure we can
continue to protect our resi-
dents. Our families have
taken these measures in
stride each step of  the way.
We are so grateful to have
their support and co-opera-
tion so that we can safely
reunite loved ones while

this virus remains a threat
to our seniors’ health.”

The Manor also sent
copies of  the screening
form and protocol sheet, as
well as a copy of  the letter
that was sent to family
members of  the residents of
the Manor.

The screening form ques-
tions will likely be familiar
to many this far into the
pandemic. The self-screener
form asks if  the visitor has
a fever of  37.8° or greater,
and if  they are experienc-

ing any of  the following:
new or worsening cough,
shortness of  breath, sore
throat, runny nose or sneez-
ing, nasal congestion,
hoarse voice, difficulty
swallowing, new smell or
taste disorder(s), nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea, abdomi-
nal pain, unexplained
fatigue/malaise, chills or
headache. The form also
asks if  the prospective visi-
tor has travelled or had
close contact with anyone
who has travelled outside of
Canada in the past 14 days,
whether the visitor has had
close contact with anyone
with respiratory illness of  a
confirmed or possible case
of  COVID-19 and, if  so, they
must check a box confirm-
ing that they have tested
negative for COVID-19 with-
in the previous two weeks
and have not tested positive
since. If  any of  the answers
are “yes” or the visitor can-
not confirm a negative
COVID-19 test result, they
are asked to contact the
home to reschedule their
“outdoor” visit.

The letter to families
from Manor administrator
Tara Beam confirms the
Government of  Ontario
directive on visitation to
long-term care homes and
notes that the first phase
involves allowing outside
visits between residents

and family members.
The letter goes on to out-

line protocols that include
visits being outside meal-
times, limited to 30 minutes
and allowed if  the home is
not in a current COVID
outbreak. There is an
exception for visits to a res-
ident who is near end of
life.

Visits are limited to a
single visitor a week and
families are advised to
arrange among themselves
who will visit the resident

for that week. The afore-
mentioned form must be
complete and given to the
staff  upon each visit. The
letter notes that the Manor
is not responsible for pro-
viding the testing.

In addition, visitors
must comply with infec-
tion, prevention and con-
trol protocols that include
proper use of  face or surgi-
cal procedure masks and
the use of  hand sanitizer
before and after the visit.
Hand sanitizer will be pro-
vided at the home but visi-
tors must provide their
own masks. Only service
animals may accompany a
visit.

Those wishing to visit
the Manor are requested to
contact the home at 705-368-
2710 to discuss the details
of  their visit and to receive
answers to any questions
the visitor may have.

A handout given to the
visitor adds a request to
respect the guidelines,
answer questions on the
form honestly, limit the vis-
it to only your own loved
one and to be considerate
and respectful when inter-
acting with individuals as
“this is a very stressful
time for everyone.”

The handout also
advised the visitor to check
with the home regarding
gifts or items that may be

brought, requests the visi-
tor to “minimize jewellery,
accessories (you may wish
to leave your coat in the
car), cell phones may be

wiped down with disinfec-
tant, to avoid touching your
face or adjusting your glass-
es during your visit and
finally, to ensure long hair is

tied back.”
The handout also includ-

ed instructions on the prop-
er way to rub hands with
disinfectant.

MCQUARRIE MOTOR PRODUCTS
WWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CA

ESPANOLA 800-899-2994
LITTLE CURRENT 705-368-2500

GORE BAY 705-282-2400
CERTIFIED SERVICE

NOW OPEN 7:30 AM TO 7:30 PM DAILY
Ridge Bar & Grill

Open Tuesday to Friday 3 pm to 7:30 pm
Saturday 12 pm to 6 pm
for takeout and delivery

June Golf Special
18 Holes with a Power Cart - Only $40
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...Long-term care homes now open for safe visiting
...continued from page 1

Visitors are now welcome back to outbreak-free homes, but must 
follow stringent protocols.

Expositor file photo



their own capacity.”
The teams built the four

UV sterilization carts using
four of  a total of  50 kits
arranged by North Bay FRC
team #1305, a long-standing
and well-respected FRC
affiliate. That team of  high
school students developed
two prototypes of  home-
made carts that are now

used at the North Bay hos-
pital.

Team #1305 partnered
with mining giant Vale as
part of  the latter’s COVID-
19 challenge—Vale tasked
innovators with developing
solutions for the pandemic
and encouraged grassroots
groups to devise low- or no-
cost solutions that could be
assembled in a matter of
days.

Two Canada-oriented
projects were greenlit for
funding, a wearable med-
ical sensor producer and
FRC team #1305’s steriliza-
tion carts.

“By being able to sterilize
and reuse masks we will be
able to continue protecting
our community, and with
the help from Vale, others
will now be able to help
their community,” said FRC
team #1305 student Fionna

Truong.
The funds covered the

cost of  50 cart parts kits.
The team issued a call to
any other FRC teams that
might wish to use one of
their kits to help out their
communities.

As fellow Northern
Ontario FRC teams, both
Manitoulin Metal and First
Nations STEM were quick
to hear of  the opportunity

and request two kits each.
The MSS team met up on
Monday, June 22 for the
build and later that day had
both carts ready to deliver.

The team gave the first
cart (named Gary) to the
Manitoulin Central Family
Health Team in Mindemoya
where it was received by an
excited Lori Oswald, execu-
tive director of  the clinic.

“I couldn’t be more proud
that they’ve been able to
participate in a very posi-
tive way to support what’s
happening in this pandem-
ic,” said Ms. Oswald. “The
innovation and the fact
that they’ve done it here
on the Island is amazing.
I’m so happy we could be
the recipient of  it and sup-
port innovation at that lev-
el.”

Ms. Oswald said clinic
workers would benefit

because they could place
their personal effects inside
for a sterilization cycle on
their way in and out of  the
clinic to help minimize the
spread of  COVID-19.

After that drop-off, the
students headed to the Gore
Bay Medical Centre to drop
off  their second unit. First
Nations STEM delivered
their units to
Naandwechige-Gamig Wik-

wemikong Health Centre
and Wikwemikong Nursing
Home for their front-line
staff.

Although Manitoulin’s
robotics teams built their
units from kits, these carts
can be easily replicated
with hardware store items.
A metal wire rack cart is
covered by a surrounding
sheath of  fabric with a
reflective interior surface.
A UV-C sterilization light is
installed near the top and

this light radiates to the
whole interior.

The units take about 20 to
30 minutes to sterilize their
loads. Jocelyn described the
construction process, using
the materials that were
already the right size and
all together in a handy
package, as “not difficult,
but meaningful.”

Manitoulin Metal contin-
ues to meet virtually every
week during the pandemic.

The team attended one com-
petition this year—fewer
than the usual two but still
more than teams that
missed all of  their competi-
tions due to the lockdown.

“It’s different because we
can’t do any hands-on work
on our project but it’s great
to stay connected,” Jocelyn
said. “It’s almost a blessing
in disguise though because
now we’re really thinking
about the process rather

than just doing it.”
The team continues to

plan a possible youth camp
for later in the year and
Jocelyn said she was start-
ing work on the presenta-
tion for next year’s chair-
man’s award competition.
That award is the most
prestigious for an FRC team
to win and First Nations
STEM took it home on the
provincial level last year.

COVID-19 MUST KNOW INFO  
BEFORE TRAVELLING

• ALL passengers will be screened in accordance 
with Transport Canada’s Interim Order Respecting 
Passenger vessels. 
• All passengers are required to bring and wear 
face covering for the duration of the crossing and 
must maintain a physical distance of 2m between 
themselves and other passengers and crew while on 
board.
• NO food, beverage or retail service will be available 
for passengers.
• NO food or beverages may be brought on board or 
consumed by passengers (unless medically required 

For more information visit 
ontarioferries.com
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...MSS, WHS robotics teams build UV sterilization carts for Island health centres
...continued from page 1

Manitoulin Metal #6865 team members, from left, mentor Yana Bauer, Jaemie Moor, Ben Willis, Rhys 
Allison, Lindsay Sheppard and Jocelyn Kuntsi deliver the second UV sterilizer cart to Dr. Chantelle 
Wilson of the Gore Bay Medical Centre.

What a pike!
While visiting Manitoulin 
recently, six-year-old Griffen
McPhee landed a 46” pike on
Campbell Bay at the bridge.
“The fish gave a great fight and
there were a lot of smiles after.
Catch and release and  off to a
great start to our vacation,” said
proud dad Nathan, who is seen
with his children Grace, Wyatt
and, the fisherman, Griffen. 

Mama merganser
A merganser duck and her
brace of ducklings stop their
day’s paddling for a rest on
a sunny rock near Bay
Estates.
photo by John Savage



by Warren Schlote
LITTLE CURRENT—The
discontinuation of  the
Evinrude brand of  out-
board motors was disheart-
ening news for the Evin-
rude family and their
friends alike, though the
inventor’s great-grandson
said the product quality
was still top-notch despite
his opinion that the
brand’s new owner, Bom-
bardier Recreational Prod-
ucts (BRP), had moved
away from his forefathers’
values.

“I was a shocked as can
be when I heard the news.
It didn’t sit well with me
and I immediately called
up some of  the guys who
got laid off,” said Chris
(Slater) Evinrude, great-
grandson of  outboard
motor pioneer Ole Evin-
rude. The Expositor spoke
with Chris Evinrude over
the phone from his Florida
home a couple of  weeks
after the announcement.

BRP has faced criticism
for the way it told its
employees that they would
be laid off  due to the Evin-
rude discontinuation and
other company restructur-
ing that ultimately ended
some 650 jobs. Reports
from people who received
the notice said they were
only told a few minutes
before the public
announcement by a record-
ed phone message.

BRP spokesperson
Elaine Arsenault said the
company would have pre-
ferred and normally elect-
ed to tell its employees this

news in person, but with
pandemic plant closures
the company opted for a
solution to inform the
workforce at the same time.
She acknowledged the
phone call was not ideal
and thanked the workers

for their understanding.
Little Current’s Jib

Turner, a long-time friend
of  the Evinrude family,
said he and Chris Evinrude
spoke after the news broke
and agreed that Ole Evin-
rude “would be rolling over
in his grave.”

Evinrude aficionados,
however, have moved
quickly to purchase the
remaining inventory. Chris

Evinrude himself  placed
an order for a new ETEC
G2 outboard earlier this
year.

“People are jumping on
trying to get the last inven-
tory because they can’t get
it anymore and (BRP is)

going to still honour the
warranty. I’ve got seven
years on this one and
motors bought last March
have 10-year warranties.
That’s nuts,” said Chris
Evinrude. Industry stan-
dard outboard warranties
last about three years.

His recent purchase
neatly bookends the fami-
ly story—Chris Evinrude
owns one of  his family’s

earliest-produced out-
boards and he now owns
one of  the last units in the
century-old lineup.

BRP listed COVID-19 as a
lead factor in the discontin-
uation but Mr. Turner
argued other brands are
facing the same issues. 

Both Mr. Turner and
Chris Evinrude cited mar-
ket changes and depar-
tures from the original
spirit of  the Evinrudes as
factors leading to the
brand’s demise. Chris

Evinrude ended his 14-year
career with Evinrude in
1989 after his grandfather
Ralph Evinrude died and
he disagreed with the new
direction of  the company.

Chris Evinrude was
involved in the testing cen-
tre in Florida and said
there were about 65
employees, including 20
boat drivers, working in
two shifts there to develop
new products. By the time
the brand was mothballed,
he estimates there were

only 10 people left there.
“That’s kind of  been the

way it was. When Bom-
bardier took over from
OMC right before Christ-
mas (2000) they just told
people to pack up their
stuff  that day. They didn’t
have a lot of  tact when
dealing with employees,
just ‘see you later,’ even if
they had been working
there for 30 years,” said
Chris Evinrude, adding
that the Florida testing

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR—PAGE 13

NOTICE

Due to store closure and the need to keep our volunteers 
safe, Manitoulin Family Resources CANNOT accept thrift 

store donations at this time. 

Please do not drop items off at our donations shed until 
we can reopen.  We appreciate your support.

Food Bank remains open 
Please call 705 368-3400 ext. 242 for referral.

GET GRILLING THIS
CANADA DAY!

Highway 6, Manitowaning 
Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm, Saturday 8:30 am to 2 pm, Closed Sunday 

705-859-3105 • Fax: 705-859-2006 Email: sales.manmil@eastlink.ca

3 WAYS TO SHOP
homehardware.ca sales.manmil@eastlink.ca705-859-3105

We accept VISA, Master Card, AMEX and Debit.

STORE IS OPEN TO CUSTOMERS WITH LIMITED ACCESS. PLEASE RESPECT SOCIAL 
DISTANCING REGULATIONS. CURBSIDE PICK-UP IS STILL AVAILABLE.

WIDE SELECTION OF 
BROIL KING & WEBER BBQS!

Need help finding a job, 
accessing education,  
or hiring and training staff?  
We’re here to help!
 
Our physical offices are closed,  
but we’re still available to assist  
you with all your employment  
and education needs virtually,  
by phone, or email.

Contact us today!
 

OPEN

Espanola 
   (705) 869-4113 

 espanola@cambriancollege.ca
 
Manitoulin 
   (705) 368-3194 

 manitoulin@cambriancollege.ca

...Turner Park will see age-friendly makeover
the work done in Sheguian-
dah. Let’s at least get it
started this year. I definite-
ly won’t be supporting this;
this money should stay in
Sheguiandah.”

Councillors Michael
Erskine, Barb Baker, Bill
Koehler and Laurie Cook
all said they were in favour
of  the Turner Park project.

Councillor Orr requested
a recorded vote with her
nay the lone dissenting
vote. A motion was passed
for the reallocation of
funds.

The project began late
last week.

...continued from page 3

Turner Park is marked out and ready for work as it undergoes a
makeover in the weeks to come.

photo by Alicia McCutcheon

Manitoulin’s connection to a famous brand
Part II of a series: Evinrude family, Island friends react to discontinuation news

Ralph Evinrude on the cover of The Shoal Magazine.

...continued on page 17



by Isobel Harry

Manitoulin’s glorious
summer is upon
us—it’s finally time

to get outside and indulge
in favourite warm weather
pastimes. After months of
isolation and with all the
usual attractions, events,
fairs, community picnics,
cultural festivals and pow-

wows being cancelled until
next year, we must ask our-
selves: is there anything
nicer, really, than going for
a drive, a bike ride, a walk
or a hike in the Island’s
fresh air, under magnifi-
cent big blue skies? 

We all crave an occasion-
al break from the relentless-
ness of  the pandemic, and

we’re extraordinarily fortu-
nate: we can relax right
here, without leaving home,
by getting out to explore the
wondrous nooks and cran-
nies of  the world’s largest
freshwater island, Mnidoo
Mnising, the Island of  the
Great Spirit. 

A very pleasant journey
of  discovery can be enjoyed
around the tiny hamlet of
Poplar, 16 kms south of
Gore Bay on Poplar Road,
or west on Union Road
from Hwy 542 between
Spring Bay and Gore Bay.
Or, from the west, take
Union Road from Evans-
ville. Poplar lies at the
intersection of  Union and
Poplar Roads.

For this trip, we take
Poplar Road (marked ‘Bike
Route’ by the Manitoulin
Island Cycling Advocates),
past the Gordon Cemetery
whose monuments date
back to settler days, down
through dips in the Niaga-
ra Escarpment bluffs, hills
rolling through marshes,
forests and fields blanketed
in brilliant white daisies
and yellow buttercups.

About halfway down, we
leave Gordon/Barrie Island
township and enter
Burpee/Mills, soon
approaching Poplar, settled
around 1867 with a post
office opening in 1884.

Right at the northeast

corner of  the intersection
is a diminutive and beauti-
ful war memorial honour-
ing the soldiers of  World
War I from this area, fallen
and returned. Erected in
1924, the little angel of
mossy white stone flanked

by two artillery guns was
built to recognize Poplar’s
large contribution of  local
men to the war effort,
more per capita than any
other community in Cana-
da. 

Margo Little, journalist,
photographer and educa-
tor, wrote ‘Pilgrims at
Poplar Corners: Reflec-
tions on a Manitoulin
Childhood,’ a memoir of
her family’s years in the
farming community,
exploring “the culture as
yet untouched by technolo-
gy” of  the late 1940s and
50s. In ‘An Angel Watches
Over Us: An Enduring
Monument at Poplar Cor-
ners,’ Ms Little writes
affectionately of  the life-
long “touchstone of  sol-
ace” the angel has been for
her, and also notes that
“the Poplar Women’s Insti-
tute worked for three years
to see the memorial erect-
ed.” The names inscribed
are of  local families—
Orford, Dinsmore, Wright,
Robinson and others.

A left turn here onto
Union Road (also a signed
Bike Route) immediately
brings another surprise:
signs proclaiming ‘Fresh
Baking’ and ‘Pure Honey’
planted before a little
cedar shed with its door
wide open in welcome. On
the shelves inside are but-
ter tarts, coffee cake,

radishes, preserves, lettuce,
bread and sometimes
there’s summer sausage
and eggs. A small bucket
holds money and change;
the Amish family that
moved here a couple of
years ago is away today, it
says on a note pinned to the
wall. The shop is open Fri-
days and Saturdays in sum-
mer and fall when the signs
are up.

A few metres up the road
on the same side is the old
school, sitting proudly as
an historical marker now in
its grassy school field.
School Section No. 1 Mills
started its life in education
as a log building in 1883,
having moved here from a
temporary shanty. In 1907,
the present school building
was built for just under
$1,000 by W.E. George.
Across the road is the for-
mer Mills United Church,
built in 1892 as a Presbyteri-
an church on a donated
quarter acre; it is now a pri-
vate residence.

If  it’s Saturday or Sun-
day, there will be more signs
on the road just ahead. This
is Ted Smith’s Gypsy Fami-
ly Farm market, with his
caravan and tables laden
with plants, fresh produce
and preserves. Today,
Richard Anger is under an
awning heating up his Man-
itoulin Pizza Company
slices. There’s social dis-
tancing as a few people mill
about the yard; Ted’s happy
in his new location, on his
own farm property, adding
that people seem to appreci-
ate “being out where the
food comes from.” He hopes
more vendors will join him

Fresh Quality Meat.
Beef. Pork. Chicken.

Stop in & Stock up for Canada Day! 
Open July 1 from 10 am - 4 pm
SUMMER HOURS 

Sunday & Monday 10 am - 4 pm 
Tuesday to Saturday 9 am - 5:30 pm
www.meatboss.ca • 705-377-BOSS (2677)
4333 HWY 551, Providence Bay
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(Re)-Visiting Ontario’s Island Retreat?
Our big backyard beckons – Rediscover Manitoulin

Ted Smith (left) of Gypsy Family Farm hosts a farm gate market of produce, plants and preserves on 
Saturdays and Sundays in Poplar. 

photo by Isobel Harry



there this season.
We turn around then and

head back west, still on
Union Road, past Poplar
Corners. There are many

Amish families in this area
now, moving from southern
Ontario and settling on
large, productive farms, fit-
ting right in with Mani-

toulin’s old-fashioned coun-
try ways in their horse-
drawn buggies and invigor-
ating the agricultural
sector. Just west of  Poplar,
the Kuepfer family has a
farm gate stand out front—
there are petunias in pots
and fresh garlic from the
acres of  bulbs cultivated on
their property, and behind
the extensive construction
works around the house is a
large sawmill operation.
Sawmills have been active
in Mills Township since
1886. The Kuepfers will also
sell their quilts once con-
struction settles down a bit,
shyly explain two young
Amish women at the farm-
house door, and that they’re
“not supposed to” pose for
photos. Today, you could
call that refreshing. 

Further along, the
Burpee-Mills cemetery
reflects the lives lived here
since settlement, situated
in the sandbanks of  the
ancient Lake Nipissing
shoreline of  10,000 years

ago; the community centre
is the epicentre of  commu-
nity life, and has a large
hall and gym. The road is
lovely here, winding, gently
hilly and heavily treed with
maples; the turn to Indian
Point Road is in the zone of
the Manitoulin Conservato-
ry for Creation and Per-
formance. In the bush
somewhere nearby is the
state-of-the-art perform-
ance studio of  John Turn-
er (formerly of  the iconic
clown duo Mump and
Smoot) and Julia Winder,
home to an internationally
renowned ‘clown school’
for “research, training,
creation and performance
in all areas of  the perform-
ing arts.” Every year, class-
es of  clown students from
the world over graduate
with a red rubber nose
right out here in the mid-
dle of  nowhere! (Mani-
toulinConservatory.com)

Watch for the right turn
to Hwy 540—straight ahead
is Campbell Road—and

head back east along the
highway out of  Evansville.
GG’s Diner, a favourite for
home-cooked food by local
celebrity chef  Joyce Benoit,
might be open then; the
adjacent well-stocked live
bait and supply store, Game
On, is currently open on
Fridays and Saturdays. 

Be safe, take care, and
equally importantly, get out
there!

Margo Little’s books are
available at the Expositor
Bookstore, Little Current,
and at the IDA pharmacy,
Gore Bay.
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Island pleasures on the Union Road and Poplar

The Poplar war memorial, an angel of mossy white stone flanked by
two artillery guns, was erected in 1924 to recognize Poplar’s large
contribution of local men, fallen and returned, to the efforts of World
War I, more per capita than any other community in Canada. 

photo by Isobel Harry

GG’s Diner in Evansville, a favourite for home-cooked food by local
celebrity chef Joyce Benoit, pictured, has been closed since mid-
March because of the pandemic. She keeps her 136-seat restaurant
ship-shape while awaiting reopening. 

photo by Isobel Harry

Plan your Union Road adventure with the official Explore Manitoulin
tearaway map available free across Manitoulin Island.
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FIREWORKS 
15% OFF 

JULY 1 ONLY!

CLOTHING & GIFTS
FOR MORE GREAT DEALS

SEE PAGE 2!

ANDY’S EXTRA SPECIAL

Across
3. The Undertaker’s finishing move.
5. One of Mick Foley’s alter egos.
7. Monday Night __________.
10. His finisher move was the Leg Drop. He is Hulk 
____________.
11. After winning his matches, he would stuff money into his 
opponent’s mouth. He is Ted Dibiase “The _____________ 
Dollar Man.”
12. He wrestled Tobey Maguire’s Spiderman as Bonesaw 
McGraw. Randy Savage is also known as The ___________ 
Man.
13. Ronda _________ was a UFC fighter before becoming a 
wrestler.
14. A match that starts with 30 wrestlers in the ring at the same 
time, Battle ____________.
15. Hulk Hogan referred to his arms as the 24 inch 
_____________.
16. One of wrestling’s legendary icons, he had a record streak of 
21 & 0 at Wrestlemania.
17. The wrestling ring is often call the ‘Squared ________.’
18. Referred to as the “showcase of the immortals,” this is 
WWE’s biggest event of the year.
19. The only WWE wrestler to ever win an Olympic Gold Medal 
(last name).

Down
1.True or False: a championship belt can only be won by pinfall 
or submission, not by count out or disqualification.
2.“If you smell what the _________ is cookin’.”
4. Often referred to as the hottest event of the summer.
6. The number of wrestlers who compete in the Royal Rumble.
8. The Native American Tatanka faced Shawn Michaels at 
Wrestlemaina IX, for the  __________ Championship belt.
9. Famous for his green tongue and eating the turnbuckles, he is 
George “The ________” Steele.

WRESTLING THEME CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Children & Youth: Complete this puzzle for a chance to 
WIN a personalized video greeting from WWE Legend himself, Tatanka.

Take a photo of your completed puzzle 
and email it to mark.peltier@noojmowin-teg.ca.
 Contest is for ages 6  to 18 years.

Deadline for contest submissions is July 10, 2020 at 3:00 pm.
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...Evinrude family, Island friends react to discontinuation news
facility is now for sale.

Regardless of  its inter-
nal policies, Evinrude was
known worldwide for mak-
ing a well-built, long-last-
ing outboard motor, includ-
ing after the BRP takeover.
Ralph Evinrude used to say
that the mark of  a true
craftsman was being able
to put one’s own name on a
product. 

“The ETEC line BRP
came up with is an
extremely good product;
it’s a reliable and very effi-
cient two-stroke,” he said.

In Mr. Turner’s view,
Evinrude lost a lot of  expo-
sure after leaving the race
circuit. He also believed

the company had focused
on an already-saturated
horsepower range in its
motors that did not reflect
the future trends of  the
industry, and that the
ETECs were perhaps not
marketed as well as they
should have been. 

The Evinrude name still
carried prestige, however,
as it had for more than a
century. The company was
known for having a strong
dealer support network,
friendly and knowledge-
able technicians and one of
the best parts distribution
systems among competi-
tors.

“Ralph said to me one
time that you could get
parts for his outboards in
the desert. As well, the fact
was that it was a very good,
reliable product because
they did concentrate most
of  their efforts on
endurance whereas other
big players like Mercury
were more focused on rac-
ing,” said Mr. Turner. 

“There’s millions of
tools and parts sitting

there in the development
centre, I don’t see why
someone couldn’t take over
and keep manufacturing
the current motors,” said
Chris Evinrude, adding
that he hoped another man-
ufacturer would continue
the Evinrude name. 

BRP has previously stat-
ed it intends to hold onto
the Evinrude trademark.

The faith in the Evin-
rude brand and his person-
al relationship with the
family led Mr. Turner’s
father to become the offi-
cial Evinrude dealer in Lit-
tle Current. That lasted
until 1972 when the Fergu-
son family took over that
title.

Stan Ferguson, retired

owner of  Harbor Vue Mari-
na in Little Current (an
official Evinrude dealer for
decades) said the brand
was sought-after in the
Manitoulin area both
because of  the family con-
nection as well as the prod-
uct itself.

“It sold well because it
was a good motor, but it
didn’t hurt that they were
up here. Mr. (Ralph) Evin-
rude was very social and
hands-on, so no doubt his
presence certainly
helped,” said Mr. Ferguson.

The similar reactions to
the discontinuation from
the Evinrude family to
their friends on Mani-
toulin Island are a testa-
ment to the strong connec-
tions the family has formed
with locals during their
summer visits northward
over four generations.

In the next edition of
this series, The Expositor
will explore some of  the
personal connections
between the family and the
Manitoulin area.

...continued from page 13

LEFT: Jib and Debby Turner of
Little Current  join Chris 
Evinrude and family at the
OMC testing facility in Florida.

Bess Emily III was the first Evinrude boat to ply Manitoulin waters,
before the famed Chanticleer.
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical distancing, 
stay two metres apart.2 m

Continue to wash hands 
frequently.

Get tested if you are worried you 
may have COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering when 
physical distancing is a challenge.

As more businesses and 
services reopen, and with 
social gatherings increased 
to 10 people, we all must 
continue our e�orts to 
protect each other.



ride home with a friend.
One night, Brian came in
and struck up a conversa-
tion with Joyce. Their
friendship bloomed and
they saw each other during
weekend passes each month
until they were married on
April 7, 1956. Brian got leave
on Friday afternoon, hitch-
hiked to Georgetown and
next morning got dressed
for the wedding.

“We had a small recep-
tion, then it was off  to Niag-
ara Falls. It was snowing
hard, so we stopped at a
motel and had to be out of
our room by 10 the next
morning. We woke at 11,
packed quickly and headed
out. The roads were
strangely empty, as was the
restaurant we picked for
lunch. The owner wondered
why we wanted a western
sandwich at seven in the
morning.” They both
laughed as they realized
that Brian’s watch had
stopped. The newlyweds
had one great day at the
Falls and then it was back
to Kingston for the groom.
Joyce continued to work at
the restaurant in George-
town.

“Three years in the Army
taught me a lot about Cana-
da. Things we take for
granted, like how we talk to
each other, what we eat and
how we dress; a whole new
set of  customs and habits
have to be learned.” After
retiring from the Army in
September of  1956, the cou-
ple spent six months abroad
in England visiting Brian’s
family in Dorking. Brian
took a job as a bus conduc-
tor and Joyce did house-
keeping. It was an opportu-
nity to meet that side of  the
family and the couple was
glad they had made this
decision. After returning to
Canada, Brian found that
there were plenty of  jobs
available. Eventually he
became a grocery store
clerk. By the fall of  1958

they had two children, a
rented apartment and were
buying a car on 45 dollars a
week.

They visited Manitoulin
to meet more of  Joyce’s
family and have a fishing
holiday.  They stayed at
Black Rock Lodge. The own-
er was in a predicament
with no staff, so they helped
him out for a few days. This
led to a job offer for the
summer of  1962. That
spring, the family rented a
small house in Joyce’s
hometown of  Manitowan-
ing. The resort needed a lot
of  work as the water tank
and piping had been
destroyed by ice. Docks had
to be mended, cabins
scoured and so much more.

“One memorable guest at
Black Rock in the spring of
1962 was a mink farmer
who had an artificial leg
and drove a Rolls-Royce. He
took a cabin for a week and
spent every minute he was-
n’t eating or sleeping, on
the water, fishing. He

always caught his limit of
bass until the eighth day
when he was one fish short.
He left the next day.” Brian
tried to mimic his fishing
techniques by using the
same bait, drifting the boat
in a similar fashion, but to
no avail. 

Another rather heavy-set
guest had been starved as a
prisoner of  war and he was
determined never to be
hungry again. He ate 10 fish
fillets at each dinner. “One
of  our younger guests, a
newlywed, caught a huge
16-pound pike which he bar-
becued for the whole resort.
Unfortunately, it was still
raw by our estimation and
we had a hard time eating
it. I managed to hide and
dispose of  my portion. We
ran the lodge for two sum-
mers until it was sold in
the fall of  1963. We would
have liked to buy it our-
selves, but we just didn’t
know much about loans
and business back then.” 

Brian and Joyce ran a

series of  small businesses
over the next 50 years.
There was a bakery, a bar-
bershop/poolroom, a dairy
bar, three restaurants, a
dress shop and a Stedman’s
store. The barbershop and
poolroom were an 11-year
stint. Brian recalls one day
as he was cutting a cus-
tomer’s hair, he heard whin-
ing under the shop floor-
boards. To the dismay of
the customer, Brian began
ripping up the floor—and
there was the family dog,
Trixie who had gone miss-
ing over the weekend.
Everyone in town had been
searching or on the lookout

for her. The family were so
happy to have their beloved
pet back. “She had climbed
into a crawl space under the
building to get out of  the
pouring rain and had
become stuck in the mud
that built up around her as
water found its way in. She
should have been renamed,
‘Lucky.’” 

The couple raised a foster
daughter and six children.
Debbie operates the Assigi-
nack Public Library;
Michael works locally for
Eastlink Communications;
Anne, a nurse, works in
mental health and addic-

tions in Sudbury; Shari is
an educator for Manitoulin
Transport out of  Sudbury;
Marc is a superintendent
with the Toronto District
School Board; Scott has his
own company in the indus-
trial field and Stacey works
for Walmart in the United
States. “We have 12 grand-

children and 12 great grand-
children. It’s pretty loud
when we all get together.”

Sadly, Joyce’s health has
declined over the last six
years with Alzheimer’s. “I
didn’t understand this dis-
ease. We had a long-stand-
ing rule that the last one up
in the morning, usually me,
made the bed. One day
Joyce made the bed when it
was my turn. She insisted
that it was her job. Whenev-
er I was out of  her sight for
long, she became upset. I
convinced her one day to
come with me for a ride.
She liked it so much that

she wanted to go several
times a day after that. The
Wiky Nursing Home has
become her home and she is
safe and very well cared-for
there. We have had a won-
derful marriage and that
continues. When I visit her
at the nursing home, I still

Show us how you celebrate being Canadian
on Manitoulin Island. Share your photo for 
your chance to win a $25 gift certificate 
to the Manitoulin business of your choice!

HOW TO ENTER:
SNAP a photo of how you celebrate being Canadian
UPLOAD to Instagram or Facebook 
using hashtag #expositorcontest
TAG and FOLLOW @manitoulinexpositor

Contest closes at noon EST on Friday, July 3, 2020
Open to Manitoulin Island residents only
You can also email submissions to kendra@manitoulin.ca 

PHOTO
CONTEST

Buy a 
gift card 
to use later

Order takeout 
or curbside 
delivery

Together, let’s support local businesses. 
The bedrock of our communities.
Here’s how: 

PROSPER TOGETHER
SHOP MANITOULIN

Support
the local
art scene

Visit local 
retailers 
& restaurants

Add local 
products to 
your grocery list

Share 
small business 
resources

Tip service 
workers extra

Please follow the 
‘I’m Your Neighbour’ 
feature every week on 
Page 3

KEEP MANITOULIN SAFE
Wash your hands  
Wear a mask
Keep 6 ft distance
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...Now and Then: Brian Sprack 
...continued from page 5

The happy couple’s 40th anniversary in April 1996.

...continued on page 23

From left back row, Brian, Joyce, Mike, Debbie; middle row, Scott and
Marc with Shari and Anne in front in September 2000.
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Private Word Classifieds: $8.00 for 25 Words + .10 per additional word
Business Word Classifieds: $28.00 for 25 Words + .40 per additional word 

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PREPAID - CHEQUE OR CREDITCARD
All Word classifieds are now online at www.manitoulin.ca
Births Announcements (Text Only) : FREE (Photo add $15)

DEADLINE ~ FRIDAY AT 4:00 PM 
For additional information on Display Advertising

please call Robin Burridge
Sales Manager at (705) 368-2744

servicesgservicesgservicesg servicesg

RON MILLER
Refrigeration, Air Conditioning 

and Propane
Commercial • Residential

Furnaces, Boilers, Propane Water Tanks
& Stoves, Air Exchangers, Make-up Air

Units Also Exhaust Fans, 
Lic. Duct Work by John Saul

Cooling Manitoulin Since 2000

Cell: 705-282-4601
402 Fox Tower Road, Gore Bay

134afreon@gmail.com
Fully Insured

s~ = c � ��o$� 22• • 33 � � }
The Manitoulin Expositor P.O. Box 369, Little Current, ON   P0P 1K0  

Telephone: (705) 368-2744   Fax: (705) 368-3822 email: expositor@manitoulin.ca

servicesgservicesg

• Furnaces 
• Geo-Thermal
• Air Exchangers
• Stoves & Fireplaces
• Cottage Service
• Radiant Floor Heating
• Propane Fridges

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

705-377-6380

TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

Propane & Natural Gas 
Sales-Service-Installation

www.progasenergy.com

Serving Manitoulin Island since 2001

R. MacLean Farrier
Corrective, Hot and Cold Shoeing and

Trimming Over 35 Years Experience

Rod MacLean
Box 61, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W3

905-955-0417
rh.hammer@hotmail.com

0. BOND & SONS
Licensed Plumbers& Suppliers

*All plumbing 
installations

repairs and suppliers  

Manitoulin 
Plumbing Specialists

for over 80 years

Mindemoya 705-377-5335

  BEAT THE HEAT!
A/C MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR AVAILABLE

On Top Of The Hill
Kagawong, ON
1428B Lakeshore Rd.

MOORE’S
24 HR TOWING & RECOVERY

RON VANRAES - OWNER/OPERATOR

705-282-4701
In service since 1979! Best Rates on the Island!

PDG

24 HOUR SERVICE • 705-968-0405
If busy: 705-348-2425

“Wherever you need to go! ”
Serving Little Current and surrounding areas.

Island Doors

Garage Doors & Operators, Install and Repair
Serving all of Manitoulin Island

Phone 705-377-4133                Cell 705-207-4642

Ed Budge
Providence Bay,
ON, P0P 1T0

PDI CHARGES FROM $132 TO $440 AND FREIGHT CHARGES FROM $110 TO
$175 ARE EXTRA DEPENDANT ON MODEL. DEALER MAY CHARGE LESS.

  
a    

www.campbell-heating.com

INSTALLATION, INSPECTION, SALES & SERVICE

OIL TANKS • BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • FURNACES & HRVS

Call today for an appointment... 705-282-0343

Licensed
Oil, Gas &

Air Conditioning
Technicians

Sheet Metal Mechanic

Manitoulin 
Small Engine & Marine
Quality Care

Call for an appointment
705-859-1639

SERVICING LAWNMOVERS,  
TRACTORS & TRIMMERS
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rentals�

rentals�

servicesg servicesg servicesg servicesg servicesg servicesg

wanted� wanted� wanted�

yard sales~
for sale$

Wally’s Sept ic
Ser v ice 

& Portable
Toi le t Rentals

Phone: Phone: 
(705) 377-4032

Phone: 
(705) 377-4032
(705) 282-7501

Phone: 
(705) 377-4032
(705) 282-7501

Available
7 days 
a week!

�coming events

�coming events

WE HAVE A GREAT VARIETY OF STATIONERY ITEMS
Ink and Toner • Office Furniture 

Chairs •  File Cabinets
Open Monday to Friday - 9:00am - 5:00pm

705-368-2525

LAIDLEY STATIONERY 
& OFFICE FURNITURE

Located at 17 Campbell St. East, Little Current
info@laidley-stationery.ca

KEVIN DUNLOP 
MINI EXCAVATION

Excavation • Driveways • Foundations

 705-210-0940
Over 40 years experience in heavy machinery!

Sea Cadet Events

J & T MINI EXCAVATING

• Drainage, grading and lot clearing
• Driveway installation and grading
• Topsoil and gravel supply and spreading
• Tree and shrub removal and trimming
• Yard clean up and brush removal
• Demolition of small building and junk 

removal
• Cottage seasonal opening and closing

If you are not sure just ask.
We may be able to help! 

We are fully insured 
705-207-4049
Jeff Haayema

Email:jtminiexcavating1@gmail.com

HERE IS WHAT WE DO 
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Parkinson's Disease
Support Group. For those
affected by the disease and
their caregivers, meetings will
be the third Thursday of every
month, 1:30 - 3:30 pm.
Mindemoya Public Library (at
the Municipal office building),
Mindemoya. Call Marilyn at
705-368-0756, Ext 238 if
there are any questions. All
welcome.

tfn

Manitoulin Family
Resources offers programs to
support and promote positive
family relationships on
Manitoulin and the North
Shore. Violence against
Women Prevention Services:
Haven House Shelter,
Outreach Counseling Crisis
Line 705-377-5160; Toll Free
Crisis Line 800-465-6788;
Children's Services: Early ON
Child and Family Centre,
Little Current Child Care,
Mindemoya Child Care 705-
368-3400; Help Centre: Thrift
Shop & Food Bank 705-368-
3400; Administration 705-
368-3400.

Tfn

THE EXPOSITOR IS LEAV-
ING THESE NOTES FOR
HELPING ORGANIZATIONS
IN PLACE FOR ALTHOUGH
THE MEETINGS ARE SUS-
PENDED FOR THE TIME
BEING THE CONTACT
INFORMATION MIGHT
PROVE TO BE VALUABLE.

Is alcohol a problem? AA
may be able to help.
Meetings 7 days a week -
visit www.area84aa.org/man-
itoulin or call 705-674-6217
for more info.

Tfn

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.
To receive adult or youth/par-
ent information on Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis, more
commonly known as Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome, or to vol-
unteer with our Association,
please contact: The Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis
Association of Ontario. Tel:
416-222-8820 or 1-877-632-
6682 (outside GTA) or write
to: Ste. 402, 170 Donway
West, Toronto, ON M3C 2G3.
Please visit our web site at:
www.meao.ca.

tfn

Codependents Anonymous
12-Step Meeting for healthy
relationships. Every Tuesday,
7 pm to 8:15 pm at the Elders’
Centre, Sheguiandah,
11108A Hwy 6. For more info
visit coda.org, email
codamanitoulin@gmail.com.
Facebook @codamanitoulin.

tfn

Deadline for text ads, like
this, as well as boxed ads is
Friday at 4 pm. 

Are you concerned about
someone’s drinking? Al-
Anon has one purpose:
Welcoming, giving hope and
comfort to help family and
friends of alcoholics.
Changed attitudes can aid
recovery. Stepping Stones Al-
Alon Group: Thursdays at 7
pm in the library room at the
Missionary Church, 51 Young
Street, Mindemoya, 705-377-
4892/705-377-5138.
Espanola Al-Anon, Tuesdays
at 7 pm, Anglican Church,
213 Tudhope Street,
Espanola, 705-869-6595.

Tfn

Questions or concerns
about diabetes? We can
help. Please contact the MHC
Diabetes Training and Care
Centre. Individual and group
appointments available with a
registered nurse or dietitian
certified in diabetes educa-
tion. Clinics in Little Current,
Mindemoya, Silver Water,
Gore Bay and Manitowaning.
Please call 705-368-2300
ext. 2415 for more informa-
tion. Self-referrals accepted.

Tfn

Gateway To Life Church
service schedule, Sunday
Morning Gateway Kids ages
4 to 12, 9 am to 10 am;
Sunday Worship, 10:30 am;
Tuesday Bible Study, 7 pm;
Wednesday The Gate Youth,
7pm. Affiliated with P.A.O.C.,
22 Vankoughnet street east,
P.O. Box 681, Little Current,
Ontario P0P 1K0. Pastor
Philip Hovi 705-368-0245,
email: office@gatewayto-
lifechurch.com

tfn

FARM EQUIPMENT
Hay crimper for MacDon swather 
fits 7000, 9000 steel rolls, good 
shape, $1,650; JD sickle mower, 
trail HYD lift, used this season, 
pitman style, good for laneway 

pasture, $950; Vicon finger style 
wheel rake, 3PH three wheel, 
teds too, $750; steel thrower 

wagon, 20FT heavy gear, good 
floor, $2,600; JD 29B field 

sprayer, 100 gal, hydro pump, 
30FT, used this spring, new parts, 
$975; Martin 18 FT wood thrower 

rack, new floor, $975; NH 268 
small square baler, working order 

$1,250; wrecking JD, NI, NH 
haybines.

Dan Seifried, Harrison, 
Mount Forest area, 

519-338-2688

Moving sale, contents must
go. Two couches, dining
suite, mirrored Ikea
wardrobe, outdoor furniture,
computer desk with shelving,
tools, firewood, barbecue and
more. No reasonable offer
refused. Call for viewing, 705-
377-4112.

7c

12” wood planer, $500 new,
asking $250 OBO; steel cut-
off saw, $200 new, asking
$100; tune up kit, asking $25;
ball joint extractor kit, $50.
Please call Bob at 705-859-
2787.

7c

Private classified word ads,
like this, are $8 for up to 25
words and 10 cents for every
additional word, per week,
plus HST. Pre-payment
(VISA, MasterCard, cheque
or cash) is required. Private
sales only. Call 705-368-2744
to book your ad.

Donate your old car or truck
or farm tractor, etc., or even
an old metal boat to our
church. We can send a truck
right to you to pick these up,
and in return you will receive
an income tax receipt for the
scrap value of your donation
to St. Bernard’s Church, Little
Current. Please, no smaller
items such as fridges, stoves,
hot water tanks, etc. Contact
Tony Ferro at 705-368-3066
or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Wanted to Rent 
New hospital employees looking for  
rentals:  apartments, houses, rooms. 

Please contact Connie Laidley at  
705-368-2300, Ext 2504  

or email:  claidley@mhc.on.ca 

Multifamily Yard Sale,
Friday, July 3, 2 pm to 5 pm
and Saturday, July 4, 8:30 am
to 1:30 pm (rain date Sunday,
July 5, 8:30 am to 1:30 pm) at
341 and 403 Big Lake Dam
Road; just east of
Mindemoya. Masks and
gloves please.

7c

lost & found}
Found silver ring at Low
Island Park. Please call 905-
928-8304 and describe.

7p

Lost 5’ x 1‘ aluminum tail-
gate off a trailer. Lost
between Silver Water and
Evansville on June 15. Call if
found, 705-283-3007.

7-8c

Gorgeous studio apart-
ment. Fully furnished. Day,
weekend, weekly and month-
ly rates available. All ameni-
ties including flat screen TV
with full cable package and
high-speed internet. Great
location in Little Current.
Close to park, marina and
downtown. 705-368-6240 for
details.

5tfn

Brentwood Village, new gar-
den homes in Espanola 55+.
Only one left 
for lease, available
September or October first.
Two-bedroom, two-bath, plus
garage, $1,745/month plus
utilities. Contact 705-863-
0487.

6-7c

Camper trailer for rent, set
up in campground near South
Baymouth. Sleeps four. Fully
equipped with barbarbecue.
Just bring your bedding, tow-
els, toiletries and food. Rent
by the week. Please call Bob
for more information, 705-
859-2787.

7-9c

rental wanted�

Inside storage wanted for a
25’ sailboat on trailer, 8’ wide,
under 10’ high, 27’ long. Like
this storage in the Little
Current area. Please call or
text 715-781-9916, ask for
Garry.

6-9c

Manitoulin Sea Cadets
Corps weekly parade is tem-
porarily suspended due to
COVID-19. For enquiries,
please contact 705-805-
0350.

tfn

Mini Farmers’ Market now at
the farm of Robert and Joan
Beard beginning Friday, June
26. Fresh vegetables in sea-
son, no sprays or chemicals.
39 Townline Road East,
Tehkummah, follow the signs
to farm or call 705-859-2604.

5tfn

It’s Strawberry
Season!

NOW OPEN
Emiry’s Berry Patch

71 Emiry Road, Massey 
(off Lee Valley Road)

(from Highway 17, turn south at lights in Massey 
and follow the strawberry signs)

Hours may change due to weather 
or picking conditions.

Please call for updates:
705-865-2184

or find us on Facebook: 
Emiry’s Berry Patch

Please call or check Facebook for info on
COVID-19 protocols.



Frontline Shelter Worker
Posting - Casual

Manitoulin Family Resources requires casual frontline shelter workers to support women and 
children in our emergency residence/shelter program.  The shelter worker provides support, 
crisis intervention and advocacy to women and children residing at the shelter, as well as 

operation in a residential environment, responsibilities pertaining to health and safety in a 
fast-paced atmosphere and household duties such as cooking and cleaning are required 
in addition to the provision of individual support and advocacy, in-house client workshops, 
safety assessments and linkages to other services.

The successful candidate will have 
Relevant post-secondary education, training/experience working with victims of wom-
an abuse 
Familiarity with provision of client-led, trauma informed services and harm reduction 
philosophy 
Excellent interpersonal, planning and communication skills, experience with data entry 
and computer skills
Demonstrated commitment to diversity, cultural competency and anti-racist/anti-op-
pressive frameworks

conditions of hire 

This position is a bargaining unit position.  Flexibility in scheduling will be required to meet 

be both pre-scheduled and on a call-in basis, per the Collective Agreement.

Please forward applications to:

Carly Rickard

Manitoulin Family Resources

crickard@mfresources.net
Fax:  705 370-4796

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
JOB TITLE: BAND MANAGER

LOCATION: WHITEFISH RIVER FIRST NATION

Whitefish River First Nation (WRFN) is currently accepting applications for the position of Band Manager.

The Band Manager will be accountable for overseeing the delivery of all WRFN programs and services, including (but not 
limited to): Health, Education, Housing, Ontario Works, Public Works, Economic Development and Administration. The Band 
Manager will also liaison between other government agencies and departments, private industries and any other individu-
als, groups or agencies operating in the First Nation. The Band Manager will provide records and documents to the relevant 
governments and agencies, when requested. In addition, will ensure that all business and operations are conducted in a 
responsible and ethical way.
 
Reporting to the Chief and Council, the Band Manager will be responsible for overseeing day to day management, adminis-
tration and delivery of all WRFN programs and services for all departments in meeting the strategic goals and objectives of 
Whitefish River First Nation on behalf of its members. 

DUTIES:
• Act as liaison between Administration and WRFN Council and serve in an advisory role to the Council on all aspects 

of WRFN activities. 
• Have responsibility for operational and management planning, budgeting, implementing WRFNs Strategic Plan and 

directing human resources and financial planning. 
• Oversee all programming, services and departments.
• Act as a liaison and maintain relationships with external agencies, in particular the important relationships with: 
 • Indigenous Services Canada
 • Crown Indigenous Relations Northern Affairs
 • Ministry of Indigenous Affairs
 • Ministry of Transportation
 • Ministry of Education
 • Ministry of Social Assistance.
• Develop and maintain community relationships with a variety of stakeholders and provide support for cultural and 

community initiatives. 
 *A more detailed job description can be sent upon request.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• As a minimum the successful candidate shall have completed an undergraduate degree in business, management 

or relevant field with a strong financial background.
• Preference will be given to candidates who have completed graduate programs in the areas of business, public 

administration or related disciplines.
• Possess a minimum of five years of senior management experience preferably in a First Nations organization or 

similar capacity.
• Have a broad knowledge of First Nations governance.
• Ability to speak Anishinabemowin and knowledge of culture and traditions of the Anishinabek people. 
• Demonstrated ability to manage a complex organization including reporting, budgeting, financial management, 

human resources and policy development. 
• Must possess effective leadership skills required to direct, develop, empower and inspire the management team.
• Sound judgment, diplomacy and excellent decision making abilities.
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills combined with the ability to build and maintain strong relation-

ships with a wide range of stakeholders.
• Proficiency using Microsoft Office.

The successful applicant will be required to provide a Police Vulnerable Sector Check from their local police agency prior to 
commencing employment with the First Nation and must undergo a credit background check.  

Salary: To commensurate with education, qualifications and experience.

If you are interested in this management opportunity, please apply by submitting your resume, cover letter, copies of 
diplomas and certificates and three current business (work-related) reference letters and contact information to: 

CONFIDENTIAL
ATTENTION: CHIEF AND COUNCIL

Whitefish River First Nation
17-A Rainbow Ridge Road, P.O. Box 188

Birch Island, ON   P0P1A0

Or e-mail: andream@whitefishriver.ca with subject line “Band Manager”

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION SUBMISSIONS IS: FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2020 AT 4:30 PM.

We would like to thank all applicants who apply; however, only applicants selected for an interview will be 
contacted.

Join Community Living Manitoulin 

Community Living Manitoulin has immediate openings for 

permanent part-time and casual staff to work in our homes. 

Personal Support Workers and/or a Developmental Service 

Worker diploma are the preferred minimum qualification for these 

positions.

These unionized part-time positions are scheduled at a minimum 

of 30 hours bi-weekly with a starting wage of $21.21.

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume 

to the attention of Ms. Megan Wickett; Operations Manager by 

regular mail to:

Community Living Manitoulin

PO Box 152

Mindemoya, Ontario, P0P 1S0

Or by email to mwickett@clmanitoulin.com

Or by fax to 705-377-7175

Applications must be received by close of business on 

Friday, July 3, 2020.

For more information regarding Community Living Manitoulin 

please visit our web site at www.clmanitoulin.com, and for further 

details regarding the part-time position click on the employment 

opportunities tab.3 Cows is Hiring!
Full-time Cooks & Counter Staff

P/T Counter Staff & Students

Looking for year-round, full-time employment?
Perhaps looking for something different or part-time?

3 Cows is offering full-time, year-round 
positions for Cooks and Counter Persons. 

No experience is necessary, we are willing to train you. 
All you need is ambition and willingness to learn. 

These positions are 40 hrs/week.

Can’t work full-time or are a student? We have positions 
for you. Students can get the jump on summer jobs by 

starting now working the odd evening and weekends. If 
you think you would like to find out more or give it a try, 

drop in and see us, ask to speak to a manager. 
We would be happy to tell you more.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
If you wish, you could send your 
resume to staff3cows@hotmail.com
64 Meredith Street E, 
Little Current, ON
P0P 1K0
705-368-3524

Howland Seniors’ Group,
Cold Turkey and Strawberry
Shortcake Dinner, take-out
only, Wednesday, July 8.
Pickup after 3 pm, 14
Townline Road,
Sheguiandah: call Myrna
Ferguson at 705-368-3638,
Mary Ellen Myers at 705-
368-3746, Gail Gjos at 705-
368-2589 or day of event at
705-368-0136 before 3:30
pm for delivery in Little
Current. $18 each, serving
cold turkey, dressing, cran-
berry sauce, potato salad,
coleslaw, sliced tomatoes
and cucumbers, fresh roll
with butter and strawberry
shortcake. Please have your
money in plastic bag for
safety reasons on day of the
event.

6-7p

�comingevents help wanted!

help wanted!

help wanted! help wanted!
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see that twinkle in her eyes.”
“I went to Newfoundland with my

three sons two years ago, and we had a
ball! This March my daughter Anne
and I went to Mexico. Our flight home
was one of  the last planes out due to
the COVID-19 virus. As we were
preparing to leave, the resort person-
nel began closing because borders
were shutting down all over. It was sad
to see that beautiful beach bare and
empty. I isolated with my daughter at
her home in Sudbury for 17 days
before returning home to Manitoulin.
It has been a difficult time for every-
one. We are a big family and we love
getting together which is not allowed
right now. Recently, however, our fam-
ily got together using Zoom technolo-
gy. We were celebrating my son’s
birthday. It was fun and we were all
safe.”

“I have often wondered how our life

would have been shaped if  we had
stayed in England in 1956, but I am
happy that we decided to return to
Canada where there were more oppor-
tunities for our children. My parents
moved to Canada in the fall of  1958,
leaving all their worldly goods behind
in England so that they would be clos-
er to their grandchildren. They never
regretted their decision.”

“My strengths? I’m chatty, and I like
to meet new people. I have done many
different jobs and enjoyed them. I dab-
ble at painting and carve ornaments
from beach-gathered driftwood. I trad-
ed my 26-foot sailboat for a 16-foot sail-
boat and cutty that I still own. I have
flown many model planes and kites,
crashing a few. I can still do Morse
code from my wireless army days and
I often find myself  tapping out mes-
sages on a flat surface. I always loved
deciphering codes. What do I still
want to do? Ride a sky glider, with an
instructor along. I would like to feel

that rush of  exhilaration. What am I
afraid of ? Not getting it all done
before I leave this Earth. Mrs. K.B.
Mastin had a very sharp mind well
into her most senior years. I once
asked her what it was like to get older.
She responded, ‘I feel the same as I felt
at twenty, but my body just didn’t keep
up.’”

“Wherever we live we tend to lose
sight of  the beauty around us until we
leave it. Our gaze becomes more objec-
tive upon returning. This Island’s
splendour is then displayed in a new
light and we realize how uniquely
beautiful it is here. I love to see the
snow blowing in the winter, the trees
coming back to life in the spring, pro-
ducing their full crown in summer. I
have been to many places and other
countries and I have enjoyed my time
there. However, Manitoulin is home
and that’s always the best place to be.”

...continued from page 19

...Now and Then: Brian Sprack



Day 92: So far, it’s been a
very interesting day where
everything has changed
again. Now what? Sherry
brought me a piece of
smoked fish, Cal brought
me dessert.

Debbie just called to say
early deadline this week.
I’m writing it here as a
reminder for me!

Day 93: 4:30 am. I have my
head stuck out the door and
am smelling wet earth. It is
pouring down. I do hope it
lasts. Boy, our gardens need
it! A nice rainy, balmy, over-
cast, humid growing day.

“Work that is cheerfully
done is usually well done.”

(Jokes) “One of  the ducks
you were hunting last week-
end called and left her num-
ber.”

“My wife is a plastic sur-
geon. Give her a couple of
credit cards and watch her
operate.”

“Fortunately, modern
medicine has come up with
dozens of  cures for wealth.”

I’ve been laughing this
morning. Lyle Dewar
loaned me two scrapbooks
full of  jokes and cartoons! I
hope he doesn’t mind me

borrowing these for you to
enjoy.

Forgot all about Pennie’s
birthday last week. Happy
belated, niece.

Rick you talked of  Ideals
magazines. I use them for
inspiration and/or stories
for our Sr. U.C.W. meetings,
which at this point in time
seems a thing of  the past. I
think they still print them. I
have one I got at Jim Little’s
sale. It was still in the origi-
nal envelope. Lots of  beauti-
ful pictures and poetry.

Seven cents American
postage and a Mother’s Day
post cancellation. From
Mrs. Gallagher, Arlington,
Washington to Mrs. Mary
Ann Little, volume  No. 3
(May 3, 1948). Envelope says
volume 3 but magazine is
volume No. 2.

Day 94: I got up early this
morning and made lemon
cupcakes and banana
muffins. But now I’m done.
It sure doesn’t take much.
Ray was checking the
mushrooms in the rain. I
gave him a few “muffcakes”
(Tristian called them that
when he was small). I deliv-
ered a few around and saw

four cute black/grey kittens
scooting away from Ron and
Justine’s doorstep, tails
over their backs.

A nice bouquet of
orangey flowers sitting
nearby as Sis Susan came
in bringing gifts. Then both
Lori and Pauline called
before she left.

I do notice lots of  spelling
mistakes, so sorry, my
handwriting must be get-
ting worse or my spelling.

Saddened to read of  Dun-
can Robbie’s death in the
paper, also Marie Love.
Sympathy to the families.

Congratulations “Women
of  Inspiration” Expositor
front page.

Well from day to day you
just never know. Then a call
from Sunnybrook and I
dropped the phone to have
the message repeated (press
5), and so it cut out! But I’m
OK, I think!

Heard a kitty crying this
afternoon, I thought was on
TV but it was a little black
kitten at the door. Cold from
the rain, ran and hid. I gave
it some too-rich food for a
kitten, a starving kitten at
that. But Skye caught it and

right now at least it’s warm
at the neighbours (now for
the rest of  them?).

“Few people get dizzy
from doing too many good
turns.”

Day 95: Thursday, June
25. Did you know Interna-
tional Joke Day is July 1.

A lot of  us really need
something to laugh about.
A whole night of  “no” sleep.
There is no happy medium
with me. I finally got some
in daylight.

It’s two and I just woke,
it’s time, maybe?

Tara and Skylar brought
the little one in this morn-
ing, what a rack of  bones,
cute.

It’s time to get this week’s
news faxed out, early dead-
line.

Tomorrow morning I’ll
be busy doing pre-op by
phone.

Love ya!

O’ To Any Daddy
There are little eyes upon 
you,
And they’re watching 
night and day.
There are little ears that  
quickly,

Take in every word you 
say.
There are little hands all 
eager,
To do anything you do.
And a little boy who’s 
dreaming,
Of  the day he’ll be like 
you.
You’re the little fellow’s 
idol,
You’re the wisest of  the 
wise.
In his little mind about 
you,
No suspicions ever rise.
He believes in you 
devoutly,
Holds that all you say 
and do.
He will say and do in 
your way,
When he’s grown up like 
you.
There’s a wide-eyed little 
fellow,
Who believes you’re 
always right.
And his ears are always 
open,
And he watches day and 
night.
You are setting an 
example,
Every day in all you do.
For the little boy who’s 

waiting,
To grow up, to be like you.
- Author unknown
1948 Ideals, Volume No. 2
In honour of  Dads and

Grandfathers everywhere!

Food Cupboard--The Gore
Bay United Church is contin-
uing this service during the
Covid-19 outbreak with
some changes. They will be
open noon to 3 pm on
Thursdays. Come to the side
door (facing McQuarrie
Motors) and knock. Food will
be packed and passed out-
side to you. If you have
questions, call 705-282-
2011. Messages are
checked daily. 

Tfn

Grace Bible Church is
reopening! Join us online or
in person Sunday, June 28,
11 am. Social distancing in
place, face masks required,
and attendance limited to 30
percent. To pre-register call
705-368-3588.

Tfn

notice2

Application for CONSENT
Under Section 53 of the Planning Act
To be held on Tuesday, July 28, 2020

at 7:00pm at the Waterfront Artisan Incubator and Technology Centre

File No. :   Con 2020-02
Applicant:  Chris Roszel
Legal Description: Howland, Concession 5, Lot 1
Official Plan: Residential
Zoning:   Rural

PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
The purpose of this application is to create a new lot.

CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:  
The applicant is creating a new lot

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and 
the Islands public meeting concerning this application.  If you have specific comments regarding this 
application, you may submit a letter to the Secretary-Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at 
the meeting. 

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except as otherwise pro-
vided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further notice in the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect of the proposed 
Consent, you must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Planning Authority at the 
address shown below.  

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the Approval Authority in 
respect of the proposed consent has not made a written submission to the Approval Authority before it 
gives or refuses to give a provisional consent, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss the appeal.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this application is available to the public for viewing at the 
Municipal office between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday; or you may contact 
Ms. Pam Cress, Clerk and Secretary-Treasurer of the Planning Authority at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: June 30th, 2020
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands

14 Water St. E.; P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Ph: (705)368-3500

Application for CONSENT
Under Section 53 of the Planning Act
To be held on Tuesday, July 28, 2020

at 7:00pm at the Waterfront Artisan Incubator and Technology Centre

File No. :  Zoning 2020-01
Applicant: Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
Location: Entirety of Municipality
 
PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
The purpose of this application is to correct anomalies in Zoning By-law 2018-41 by amending wording in defi-
nitions and to remove Dwelling Unit below Grade from the General Provisions section to more clearly reflect the 
intent of the Town when the Comprehensive Zoning By-law was adopted.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands 
public meeting concerning this application.  If you have specific comments regarding this application, you may 
submit a letter to the Secretary-Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at the meeting. 

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except as otherwise provided in the 
Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further notice in the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect of the proposed Consent, you 
must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer of the Planning Authority at the address shown below.  

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the Approval Authority in respect of the 
proposed consent has not made a written submission to the Approval Authority before it gives or refuses to give a 
provisional consent, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss the appeal.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this application is available to the public for viewing at the Municipal office 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday; or you may contact Ms. Pam Cress, Clerk and 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Planning Authority at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: June 30th , 2020
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands

14 Water St. E.; P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Ph: (705)368-3500
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by Michael Erskine
ESPANOLA—The Mani-
toulin Sudbury District
Services Board (DSB) has
experienced its first oper-
ating deficit in memory,
but that deficit is likely to
be significantly lower than
what was first feared when
the pandemic hit and  staff
anticipate that the DSB
will be able to draw from
its healthy operating
reserves to shield munici-
palities from a drastic
increase in their levies.

A shortfall of  $54,725 to
provide support to child
care providers based on
Ministry of  Education
directives is one example
of  funding challenges. The
ministry has indicated
since the last DSB meeting
that federal early learning
and child care funds could
be used to support the
retroactive costs. As a
result, the staff  do not
anticipate funding pres-
sures from the closure
period.

“Based on no funding
from the government we
were looking at $500,000;

we assumed that we would
have $200,000,” noted CAO
Fern Dominelli. “If  we get
all the money from the
Ministry of  Housing, we
are down to $100,000.”

He pointed out that the
working capital reserves
currently standing in
excess of  $1.3 million
could absorb that hit.
“That would be my recom-
mendation to the board if
we do have a deficit,” he
said. “After all, that is what
the reserves are for (to deal
with unanticipated and
large expenses).”

One concern looming on
the horizon, however, is
the ongoing audit issue
with the Chapleau
Employment Ontario oper-
ations.

“The first six audits con-
ducted by the Ministry of
Labour, Training and
Skills Development were
minor in nature and the
reports were no more than
two pages long,” reported
Director of  Integrated
Social Services Donna
Stewart. “The last two
were more intense in

nature and entailed
reports of  13 and 21
pages.”

“Based on the monitor-
ing visit findings and a
review of  compliance
requirements in our
Employment Services
agreement, the ministry
identified that our service
delivery site is not meeting
key compliance and
accountability measures,”
she continued. “At this
point, the DSB has been
placed under official
review.”

Ms. Stewart said that the
DSB has submitted an
action plan indicating
milestones and timelines
identifying strategies to
remedy the issues outlined
in the audit report. “The
ministry did not inform us
of  any adjustments
required for approval.”

As a result of  DSB
actions, the ministry indi-
cated after a follow up
review of  files that the
DSB service delivery site
compliance has improved.

The service delivery site
is required to update the

action plan indicating
milestones and timelines
by July 10. “Our action
plan has identified strate-
gies to remedy the issues
outlined in the report,”
said Ms. Stewart. “The
ministry will review the
action plan and either
approve it or ask for fur-
ther clarification.”

The kicker came next,
“If, six months after the
implementation of  the
revised action plan, the
ministry determines that
our organization has not
completed the approved
action plan and/or is not
in compliance with
Employment Services,
Youth Job Connection and
Youth Job Connection
Summer Agreements, the
ministry may terminate or
not offer our organization
new agreements upon
expiry of  the current
agreements.”

A lot of  the problems
indicated in the audit stem
from outstanding adminis-
trative notes. Ms. Stewart
pointed out that the DSB
does not get credited with

a number of  referrals,
despite having done the
work.

The programs had been
operating relatively
smoothly over the past
four years, until recently.

DSB board member and
Chapleau mayor Michael
Levesque asked if  some of
the issues may arise from
new ministry staff  doing
the audit and being unfa-
miliar with previous sys-
tems.

There were new min-
istry representatives con-
ducting the audit, con-
firmed Ms. Stewart, but
she declined to lay the
issues on that factor. 

DSB chair Les Gamble
noted that he had brought
his concerns to staff  prior
to the meeting. “I am
scared something is going
to happen,” he said. 

Ms. Stewart noted that
they are committed to
working with the ministry
over the coming months to
ensure the DSB is compli-
ant with the action plan,
but that the staff  “need to
have some conversation

with ministry representa-
tive to understand a few
observations items out-
lined in the action plan.”
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Death Notices
REVEREND CANON J.BAIN

PEEVER
January 28, 1937 – June 23, 2020

It is with great sadness that we an-nounce the peaceful passing of
Reverend Canon J. Bain Peever on
June 23, 2020 at the Manitoulin Cen-
tennial Manor at the age of 83. He is
survived by his second wife Lynda
Peever, son Bruce (Julie), daughter-
in-law Morag Maskery (Stephen),
stepchildren Brenda Kankaanpaa

(Kari) and Keith Finnila (Taylor). Bain will be sadly
missed by his grandchildren Erica, Kate, Liam, Jacob,
Thomas, Brendan and Sara, as well as his sister Dawn
Clarke, niece Marina Clarke (Andrew) and great-nephew
Reece Northcutt. Predeceased by his first wife Clara Dale
(Clermont), son Dr. Alan Peever and his parents Johnston
(Johnny) and Olga (Parcher) Peever. Bain was the child of
a devoutly Anglican family and dreamed of becoming a
priest at an early age. He graduated from Concordia Uni-
versity and McGill University and was made a priest in
1963. This month Bain would have celebrated the 57th an-
niversary of his priestly ordination, a calling he lived out
faithfully and with great devotion to those he served. Bain
needed no fixed pulpit to preach God's word, he used every
opportunity in a respectful, kind way to spread The Word.
His first parish was The Mission of Mindemoya and Ka-
gawong, in Algoma Diocese in 1963. Then he became cu-
rate at St. Luke's Cathedral in Sault Ste. Marie. In 1969 he
became Director of Christian Education & Youth Ministry
and support worker for clergy in the Diocese of New-
foundland and Labrador. In 1975 he returned to Ontario,
with his wife Dale and two sons Bruce and Alan, to the
Diocese of Ontario. He first became a Canon at St.
George's Cathedral. In 1980 Bain became the incumbent at
Trinity Anglican Church in Cornwall and is remembered
for asking Queen Elizabeth II to come to Cornwall in 1984
to help the church celebrate it's 200th Anniversary, which
she did. In 1988 he moved on to St. John the Evangelist in
London, Ontario and then retired and moved back to Man-
itoulin Island where he and his first wife had transformed
their summer cottage into a year-round home. Bain was
asked to come out of retirement and take over Great Spirit
Island Parish from 1998  to 2013. Bain was an extrovert, a
great leader, his presence was “larger than life” energy with
a lively sense of humour. Bain's personality was such that
people were drawn to him and who could say “no” to one
of his requests. He loved to party whether he was hosting
or organizing one. He was a dedicated mentor to many
priests in training. He will be remembered for his love of
people, especially with young people at Camp Manitou,
organizing canoeing trips in Algonquin Park and conduct-
ing Folk Masses at St. Luke's Cathedral in Sault Ste. Marie,
as well as being the number one fan of the Toronto Maple
Leafs. Cremation has taken place. Interment, Mindemoya
Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy donations may be
made to St. Francis of Assisi Church, Camp Manitou or
the Alzheimer's Society.

LUCY MARJORIE FRANCIS 
(nee Baibomkowai)

March 3, 1959 – June 18, 2020
In loving memory of  Lucy Marjorie
Francis who passed away peacefully

at Health Sciences North on Thursday,
June 18, 2020  at the age of 61.
Beloved daughter of Martin (prede-
ceased) and Theresa Francis. Best
friend and life partner of Dennis Cor-
mack. Cherished mother of Jennifer
Bennett. Doting grandma of Javier

Waasnoode Moreno. Sister to siblings Bernadine Francis,
Mark (Roselynda) Francis, Verna Pashe-Francis, Clara
Cheechoo (predeceased), Alan Francis and Angela
(Dwayne) Dokum. Special godmother to Nadia Cheechoo,
Caleb Dokum, Deanna Pashe and Marty Francis. Will be
missed by many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
While she was young, Lucy was academically gifted and
had strong, athletic prowess. She could always be found
with her nose in a book. But she excelled at many sports
like basketball, volleyball and running. She carried a great
love for her grandparents and honoured their memory by
sharing the cultural teachings they taught her with the rest
of her family. Outside of work, she was a bon vivant, en-
joying the finer things in life, making special trips for a five-
star meal and a fine bottle of wine. She enjoyed the great
outdoors while playing golf. She was known for teaching
the game to novice players. And, she had a huge love for
animals. Lucy was very humble about her diligent fight for
her community’s well-being. She was best known to the
people of Wiikwemkoong for her work in the social assis-
tance department at Ontario Works. Her passionate advo-
cacy for her people touched the lives of many, young and
old. She always went the additional mile for any Band
member in need. To honour her memory, she would want
you to exemplify her favorite motto:  “Do what’s right, do
what’s good. Be kind and help others.” The family will host
a mass and a feast in her memory in Summer 2021. Visita-
tion began Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 4:30 pm at the  Rab-
bit Island Centre. Funeral Service was Wednesday, June 24,
2020 at 11 am at the Rabbit Island Centre. Cremation  fol-
lowed.

ROBERT (ROB) RAYMOND 
WILLIAM NORRIS

October 16, 1965 – June 19, 2020
In loving memory of Robert (Rob)
Norris who passed away June 19,

2020 in Hamilton, Ontario. Son of
Robert and Lynne (predeceased) Nor-
ris. Survived by son Robbie and friend
Lori. Will be missed by sisters Candy
(Dan), Tracy (Scott) and Sherry (Ger-
ald). Rob will  also be missed by many
nieces and nephews. Cremation has

taken place. Rob will be buried with his Mom at Queen’s
Lawn Cemetry in Grimsby. Rest in peace Rob!

WILLIAM GEORGE (BILL) ROCK
January 31, 1943 - June 25, 2020

William George (Bill) Rock, age
77, of Barrie Island, passed

away on June 25, 2020  at the Mani-
toulin Lodge in Gore Bay, Ontario
where he had resided for the past six
years. He is survived by his loving
wife Carolyn Lane-Rock and his two
sons Christopher Harold (Trusha
Luthra) and Jeffrey Thomas both of

Toronto, as well as his brother Bruce Neagle (Sandra),
sisters-in-law Gloria Tuck (Bruce) and Grace Turner
(Bryan), brothers-in-law Ted Lane (Lorraine) and Rudy
Hillman (Beverly) and many nieces and nephews. Bill
was born on January 31, 1943 in Galt, Ontario to Earnest
and Margaret Rock (predeceased). Bill was also prede-
ceased by his sisters Marian McKay (Cecil), Dorothy
Murphy (Tom), brother Ralph (Beatrice) and his sister-in-
law Julia Lane Hillman. Bill went to High School at St.
Jerome’s in Kitchener. Later, he briefly attended Catholic
Seminary in Guelph and then Loyola College in Mon-
treal, graduating in 1967 with a Bachelor of Science in
Chemistry.  He worked for Imperial Oil as a Lubrication
Engineer and Sales Associate, finishing his career as an
Accounts Executive in Sudbury calling on the woodlands
and mines across Northern Ontario. Bill and Carolyn
married in 1980 and made their home in Sudbury. He was
always a gentle, kind and supportive husband and a lov-
ing and present father to his two sons Chris and Jeff. Bill
was an avid stamp collector, as well as a serious art col-
lector. He especially enjoyed the family cottage on Bar-
rie Island where he loved to fish, read, play cards and
entertain the neighbours. He served as a Scout Leader and
Presbytery Representative at St. Peter’s United Church.
He also served in the Sudbury Arts Council for several
years. Bill served on Municipal Council for The Town-
ship of Barrie Island. In his retirement, Bill and Carolyn
spent time in Florida, at the cottage, as well as travelling
extensively throughout the world. The family wishes to
extend their deepest gratitude to Dr. Wilson and the staff
of Manitoulin Lodge, who cared for him with compas-
sion and concern during the six years that he journeyed
through his Alzheimer's experience. Funeral arrange-
ments are entrusted to Simpson Funeral Home, Gore Bay.
A private graveside ceremony was held at the
Gordon/Barrie Island Cemetery and a public service on
zoom will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to Lyons Memorial United Church,
Manitoulin Lodge, Metropolitan Community Church of
Toronto or The Northeastern Ontario Cancer Treatment
Centre.

The Indian Taco
Fundraiser for Aline, Jack
and Allen Stephens was an
overwhelming success.
Thank you to the following
super volunteers: Billie
Abotosaway, Bill Cassidy,
Lucy Sagle, Ruth Eadie, Kari
Bourque, Norris Valiquette
and Linda Bowerman who
worked hard, laughed and
enjoyed helping one of our
community’s family who
recently had a fire. A special
“thank you” to DD Tessier pf
G.G’s Foodland who not only
donated $100 of product
toward this event, but deliv-
ered on short notice supplies
that were needed during this
event. Oh, how we appreci-
ate your assistance. The
organizers were happy to
present a total of $1,370 to
Aline, Jack and Allen.

7p

thank youo

Memorial donations are gratefully appreciated and can be made
at the admitting office to the auxiliaries of the Manitoulin
Health Centre and the Renovation Fund in both Mindemoya
and Little Current and the Gore Bay Manitoulin Lodge Auxil-
iary Incorporated, 3 Main Street, Gore Bay, Ontario, P0P 1H0
and the Manitoulin Centennial Manor  Fundraising or Manor
Auxiliary, Postal Bag 460, 10 Robinson Street, Little Current,
Ontario, P0P 1K0. Donations can also be made to the Mani-
toulin District Cenotaph Fund, Box 656, Little Current, Ontario
P0P 1K0 or Pet Save Manitoulin, Box 393, Gore Bay, Ontario
P0P 1H0.

Services Board shortfalls likely to fall within operational reserves capacity
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Email
your Ad!
You can send
an attached 

Word
Document, 
or type the

ad copy right
into your
message!

Send to:
sales@

manitoulin.ca

Office: (705) 282-3135 Email: pflan@bellnet.ca

Real Est
ate

Brokerag
e

Peter Flanagan, 
Broker of Record (705) 282-3135

VViissiitt RReeaallttoorr..ccaa

100 ACRE FARM 
Only 10 minutes from Gore Bay shopping,  all workable land, large 4 bedroom home,
part basement, as new propane furnace heat system, septic system approx. 5 years
old, detached garage, large metal clad barn for animals for other uses, asking
$359,000 MLS#2085273

100 ACRES GORDON TWP
Excellent deer hunting location, only a short drive south of Gore Bay off Poplar
Road, mixed softwoods,  driveable legal access,  beaver pond,  asking
$89,500  MLS#2081936

GORE BAY BUILDING LOT
Large estate sized lot over 2 acres in area, westerly section of Gore Bay,
mixed tree cover,hydro at rear of lot line, year round paved road access off
Armstrong  Road , quality residential homes in area, asking $29, 900
MLS#2077548

rentals� rentals� rentals� rentals� rentals�

Leanne Lewis
Sales Representative
705-626-5723
leannelewis@royallepage.ca

HOT MARKET LISTINGS

181 Maple Lane, Mindemoya

675 Lake Huron Drive, Spring Bay

96 Steven Street, Gore Bay

MLS 2084067 | Price: $1,099,500 | Gorgeous Waterfront

MLS 2084099 | Price: $469,000 | Modern Lake Huron Home

MLS 2084469 | Price: $534,500 | Executive Home on Private Lake

SECLUDED 4-SEASON 
COTTAGE

MLS# 2084837 $145,000

WATERFRONT 
RECREATIONAL HOME    

MLS 2084959  $296,000

WATERFRONT PROPERTY IN 
SHEGUIANDAH

MLS 2085365 $589,000

CAPE COD STYLE 
WATERFRONT HOME

MLS 2085578 $389,000

16 ACRES OF PRIME 
RECREATIONAL PROPERTY
MLS 2085546 $205,000

40K PRICE REDUCTION
INVESTMENT PROPERTY/BUSINESS WITH 2 BED 

APARTMENT MLS 2084215 - $440,000!

MANITOWANING 
WATERFRONT HOME 

MLS 2084902 $599,900

SOLD IN ONE WEEK

NEW!

NEW!

TIME TO BUY

MMccLLaauugghhlliinn
Real Estate Brokerage

Inc.Manitoulin 
FOR LOTS OF PICTURES

VISIT www.manitoulinrealestate.ca
P 705 282 3196   F 705 282 2328

hugh@manitoulinrealestate.ca • ron@manitoulinrealestate.ca
Cell Hugh McLaughlin, Broker of Record, 705 282 7705 & Cell Ron Lane, Broker, 705 282 7241

LAKE MINDEMOYA WATERFRONTof 150 ft. w/easterly exposure. Hard-
wood covered 1.2 ac. w/hydro & telephone available. Year round access
via Monument Road at the back of the lot.  $99,000  (1191) (MLS
2083784)
ALLAN TOWNSHIP 200 ACRES between Kagawong & Gore Bay via
Scotland Road. Forested acreage in Manitoulin deer country w/large
marsh in north east sector. Boundaries marked & trails across to various
hunting locations. $149,500 (1269) (Exclusive)
GORE BAY RURAL 3 acres w/hydro, municipal water, sewer & year
round access via Smith & Fraser Streets w/panoramic view in all direc-
tions. Mostly cleared arable land, on west side of Town, for mini farm,
market garden & other rural uses. Two separate lots to accommodate
two residences for the larger family.  $43,500 plus tax   (1420) (MLS
2062357)
BLACKSMITH CENTRE on corner of Main & Meredith Streets w/4320
sq. ft. over 2 floors. Concrete building 36x60 ft. on fully serviced
39x127.6 ft. lot zoned core commercial. First floor garage plus business
space &second level 4 & 1 bedroom apartments. $119,000 plus HST
(1432) (MLS 2084336)
COOKS BAY WATERFRONT w/980.46 ft. of frontage & 5.87 ac. of tree
covered terraced land. Direct access to the dock and boat ramp. Excellent
seasonal access. No other services. $99,000  (1479)  (MLS 2081814)
ICE LAKE 13.21 ACRES w/192 ft. of shoreline w/road kept open year
round. Long rectangular acreage & easterly exposure to the water.
$39,000   (1475) (Exclusive)

GORE BAY 3.21 ACRES of variable terrain for an estate home, market
garden operation or lot development. Mostly open good land w/town
water & sewer available. Doc Strain Dr. frontage 87.19 ft. & Park St.
frontage 45.26 ft. $42,000 (1453) (MLS 2083985)
LAKE HURON WATERFRONT100 by 420 ft. w/access driveway in place.
Includes a small A-frame sleep camp & a licensed travel trailer. Accessed
via Little Lake Huron & Pebble Roads. $55,000 (1484) (MLS 2083357)
LAKE KAGAWONG4.1 ac. of mostly hardwoods w/291 ft. westerly facing
frontage. Remote, off the grid forest w/seasonal access via Mud Creek
Road w/elevated sunset view the full length of the lake. Four terraces to
water. $79,000 (1408) (2060462)
STONE’S LAKE LEVEL 4.9 ACRES w/1550 ft. water frontage & direct
road access about 3300 ft. to a Lake Wolsey natural boat launch, Hydro
available w/one or two poles. Good legal access to a surveyed pretty lot
on a small inland lake. Take Poplar Road to Thompson Slomke via Coburn
Road. $79,900 (1490) (MLS 2085945)

LAKE HURON COTTAGE close to water for great ocean sounds.
Bungalow 897 sq. ft. w/3 bedrooms, kitchen, dining, living area
& 3 piece greywater bathroom.  Ground level deck on lake side,
shoreline cabin, garage, sheds & privy complete this turnkey
package w/contents, propane appliances & generator for off grid
power. Remote area via Hwy540, Little Lake Huron & Pebble
Roads. $129,000 (1488) 

PERFECT LAKE KAGAWONG GETAWAY of  BC lodge pole, tiny
home  w/loft & deck, in the hardwoods.  Seasonal, off grid, 200
sq. ft., w/pine interior & reclaimed plank flooring. Served by wind
turbine powered composting toilet & outdoor amenities of deck,
dock, firepit. Accessible shoreline & westerly sunset view from
2.45 ac. & 347 ft.  frontage. Some contents. Call Ron Lane 705
282 7241. $172,000   (1478)  (MLS 2084570)

MELDRUM BAY cottage plus camp on Hill Street a very short
walk to the marina. Cottage 875 sq. ft. & camp 750 sq. ft. each
w/hydro, drilled wells & steel roofs.  Cottage is served by septic
system. With some work, several possibilities   $89,500 (1462)
(MLS 2077147)

MAPLE POINT HUNTING & family cottage 16 years old on 47
ac.  Two bedroom 24 x 24 ft. camp w/drywall interior & laminate
flooring. Fully insulated w/thermal windows, electric baseboards
& wood stove. Approved grey water & composting toilet plus
other bathroom fixtures, appliances & contents. Mixed forest in
known deer area. $124,000   (1489) (MLS 2085803)

SOLD

SOLD

 FREE HOME EVALUATIONS 705-805-9059  jordansoldit.com

5C LIMIT ST. SHEGUIANDAH Once in a lifetime 
opportunity to own the original “Batman” home-
stead in the picturesque village of Sheguiandah.  
Complete with a large 27’x62’ garage/workshop. 
$319,900 MLS 2083997

63 THIRD AVE MANITOWANING Exceptional 
home that has a cottage getaway design, with all 
the features of a modern family home. Located 
in the peaceful community of Sunsite Estates, 
short drive to Manitowaning or Little Current. MLS 
2083358 $369,900

32 PENNIE AVE. TEHKUMMAH This 3-bedroom 
waterfront property has everything you’re looking 
for in a cottage home. Cozy up by the fireplace 
in the winter, or enjoy the beautiful view from a 
balcony overlooking the water in the summer. 
$299,900 MLS 2083463

REALTY TEAM BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

51 WORTHINGTON ST. LITTLE CURRENT Call-
ing all retirees!! Brand new custom-built slab on 
grade home in Little Current. This home known 
as the “Jaxon” model by True North Builders. MLS 
2084978  $329,900

19 CAMPBELL STREET LITTLE CURRENT Excel-
lent commercial property located downtown Little 
Current. Two 1-bedroom apartments and retail 
storefront leased to Laidley Stationery. $349,900 
MLS#2084510

23 VANKOUGHNET ST. LITTLE CURRENT Tre-
mendous opportunity to own this affordable 
commercial property, within walking distance to all 
amenities. $195,900 MLS 2085203

SOLD

Pristine 200 acres Maple
Point. Hardwood, cedar (65
acres), legal access, self-
administered forestry man-
agement plan, 75 percent
reduction in taxes. Excellent
hunting, cedar, above aver-
age property. Serious
enquiries, 705-968-0501.

6-7p
MORTGAGEMORTGAGE
Relax and let us get you 

a better

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875    www.mortgagecentre.com

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Joel 
Glaude

Richard Glaude
M08003672

The Mortgage Centre

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years
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COUNTRY LIVING 
NEXT TO TOWN 
 Located within short walking 
distance of Little Current on North 
Channel Drive this spacious 
home needs new owners. Lovely 
small acreage site with excellent 

with low maintenance, well laid out 
interior featuring 3 bdrms plus eat 
in kitchen & formal dining room as 
well as lower level recreation room. 
Great family home at an affordable 
price. Call today! MLS#2085935

AFFORDABLE WATERFRONT HOME!! - 
South Facing Two Bedroom Four Season Wa-
terfront Cottage or Home on South Bay Only 15 
Minutes from the Ferry!!!! The cottage comes 
turn-key. Asking $299,000. MLS#2077447

EXCEPTIONAL PRICE - Spacious water-
-

ishing required. Great Price @ only $149,900 
MLS#2084872

162 ACRE WATERFRONT ESTATE - Approx. 
one square kilometer waterfront acreage w/
attached plus huge detached garage, mature 
hardwood forest, trout stream and 3,040 feet of 
shoreline comprised of 5 separately deeded wa-
terfront sites. $1,790,000. MLS#2084831

BAY OF ISLANDS - Fantastic 2.85 acre site w/
White Pine forest in a pristine natural environ-
ment! 2 bedroom Main Cottage, two separate 
guest cottages, sauna building, workshop, etc. 
Great Buy at only $299,000 MLS#2085057

www.rolstons.com
Trademark owned or controlled by the Canadian Real Estate Association. Used under license.

Little Current 
Head O�ce
26 Meredith St East

1-800-461-0123 or 
(705)368-2381

Mindemoya 
Branch O�ce

2218A Hwy 551

705-377-4531

PRIVATE ISLAND RETREAT – Exceptional lo-
cation & appeal, fully equipped & very well main-
tained cottage, laundry building, several storage 
buildings & excellent dockage. Smooth white 
bedrock setting with mature White Pine forest 
offering absolute perfection in boat access lo-
offerings available! MLS#2085730

UNTOUCHED LAKE MANITOU LOT! - 250 ft 
an acre to build your dream home or cottage 
on. Hydro availability at two points. Quiet rural 
setting, close to Mindemoya. Asking $143,000. 
MLS#2085487

SOUTH BAYMOUTH - Beautiful 2300 sqft 
home on almost 10 acres of land for sale. Great 
potential for B&B or other business. Very rea-
sonably priced at $374,000. MLS#2085238

LITTLE CURRENT LAKE VIEW HOME - 
Attractive three bedroom home on oversized lot 
in excellent location. Very well maintained and 
upgraded dwelling with spacious room sizes, 
drive to car port, two baths and huge country 
kitchen! Only $229,900. MLS#2085307

EXCEPTIONAL RECREATIONAL ACRE-
AGE - Central Manitoulin location offers prime 
deer area on a 400 acre parcel lot with good ac-
cess, excellent quality fully equipped & insulated 
cottage, detached sauna plus storage building. 
Attractively Priced! MLS#2085255

IMPRESSIVE VIEWS - 3.50 acre terraced 
building lot w/driveway. Mature trees. Seller is 
willing to hold mortgage. Available @ $79,000. 
MLS#2079101

EXCEPTIONAL APPEAL ON LAKE MIN-
DEMOYA - Stunning west facing lakefront 
property. Very private Central Manitoulin loca-
tion w/existing small cottage as added bonus. 
MLS#2084956

RURAL LIVING ON 99 ACRES- Two bedroom 
home w/detached garage, Very private, heavily 
treed site with excellent trail system and a per-
fect location to get away from it all. Attractively 
priced at $265,000. MLS#2084061

GET AWAY FROM IT ALL WITH THIS WEST 
END BEAUTY!! - This Meldrum Bay property 
is offering 105 ACRES, with a stunning 4000 ft 
frontage on Lake Huron. Absolute privacy, boat 
access & fairly good access via private road 
most of the year. Perfect escape for the Fish-
ing/Hunting enthusiast. Call for more details. 
MLS#2085415

MAPLE POINT WATERFRONT COTTAGE - 
925 sq. ft. recreational retreat, North Channel 
views, well treed 2.5 acre lot, 260 ft frontage, 
sandy shallow beach, large detached garage. 
Asking $299,900. MLS#2084487

STUNNING MCGREGOR BAY COTTAGE - 
spacious 4 bedroom turnkey retreat with great 
dockage and expansive decking and excellent 
privacy. Call today! MLS#2085572

SOUTH BAYMOUTH BUSINESS - Huron Mo-
tor Lodge - turnkey operation. Located directly 

-
ments. Asking $1,400,000. MLS#2085430

PRIME LEVEL LAKESHORE ON BARRIE 
ISLAND
on Lk Huron/Private Harbour can handle large 
boats or plane/ Sandy Beach/Bonus **1200sq 
ft Guest House/Truly Stunning views. Only 
$389,000! MLS#2085305

NORTH CHANNEL WATERFRONT COT -
TAGE- Outstanding recreational retreat. 
201 feet sandy shoreline, exceptional lake, 
mountain and sunset views! Attractive Price. 
MLS#2084711

 - Resi-
dential lot, driveway access started, telephone & 
hydro service available. Year round road. School 
bus route. Asking $88,000. MLS#2074129
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LAKE MANITOU COTTAGE/HOME– Mature 
lots in the area. 2 bedroom dwelling low main-
tenance, detached garage, sauna and small 
harbor. MLS#2084161

IMMACULATE HOME IN MINDEMOYA!! - 
Water view, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, vaulted 

-
room, sauna, and garage. Listed at $400,000  
MLS#2085240

OUTSTANDING WATER VIEW LOT - Over-
looking Strawberry Channel & Sheguiandah 
Bay. This property offers a mixed forest on 4.94 
acres of land. Municipal water & Hydro were 
added in 2019 & a driveway is already installed, 
ready to build your new home. Asking $89,900. 
MLS#2085214  

WATERFRONT HOME ON LAKE MANITOU 
- Year round Viceroy, built in 1994, R2000 open 
concept home, wonderful lake views, partially 
concrete dock, boat launch. Asking $349,000. 
MLS#2075885

MINS FROM MINDEMOYA! - This home sits 
on 100 acres & would be perfect for the hobby 
farm enthusiast. 25 acres of cleared land, re-
maining mix bush. 24 x 60 drive shed; chicken 
& fruit trees. Solar currently brings in approx. 
$1600/year. Live a simpler, self-sustaining life! 
Call today. MLS#2085624

BREATHTAKING VIEW!! – offering gorgeous 
views of Lake Huron, Gore Bay and the Gore 

-
place, Jacuzzi double car garage, sauna and 
exercise room. Asking $799,000 MLS#2077446

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Sparkling waters, fresh air, wide open 
spaces. Find your safe harbour with

We’ve been #1 
in residential sales volume on Manitoulin Island 
for 9 out of the last 10 years (as per MLS stats)

We are experiencing incredible demand for most types of property on Manitoulin Island and “NEED YOUR LISTINGS”!  
Our team has been working throughout this trying time and will continue to exercise the utmost in caution while  
maintaining our commitment to our clients and attention to details that has made us your #1 Brokerage on Manitoulin.

INCREDIBLE VISTA – One of a kind building 
lot on municipal water overlooking Strawberry 
Channel. 315.55 ft frontage with south east 
exposure on a year round road. 8 km from 
Little Current. Call for details. MLS#2077530 
BUILDING LOT - Level building lot in Lit-
tle Current. Great location on quiet street. 
35.66 x 150. Asking $13,000. MLS#2079126 
BASS LAKE LOT – Beautiful Terraced 
Lakefront Lot 149 x 323. Renown lake for 
Muskie, Pickerel & Bass, only 8 km from 
hospitals & shopping. Building permits 
available. Asking $99,000. MLS#2085459 

LITTLE CURRENT WATER VIEW LOT - 
Residential double lot, across from Spider 
Bay Marina, 134 ft. frontage, municipal water 
& sewer. Asking $125,000. Single lot 67.32 
ft. frontage - Asking $67,000. MLS#2083639 
MILLS ROAD ACREAGE - 200 acre site with 
mature forest and heavy tree cover. Excellent 
location and a great spot to get away from it all. 
Great price at only $125,000. MLS#2084127 
LAKE MANITOU WATERFRONT ACRE-
AGE - Demand the best of the best in wa-
terfront enjoyment and appeal. Ideal for 
privacy and quality construction with over 33 
acres and 627 feet shoreline. MLS#2083315 

BEST PRICE FOR MANITOU WA-
TERFRONT ACREAGE - Over 35 
acres and 610 feet waterfront, drive-
way mostly in place, great central 
Manitoulin location and incredible 
price @ $199,000! MLS#2083312 
OUTSTANDING VIEWS - 3.93 acre 
building site with municipal water avail-
able. Well treed with mature hardwood 
setting & exceptional lake view. Very 
private property close to Little Current. 
Priced to sell at $69,000.  MLS#2084048   
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Tim Fenerty, Broker  
705-377-4531 days   
705-377-7216 evenings
705-210-0348 cell  
timfenerty@hotmail.com

For more information on 
the ads below please call 

the Mindemoya office

1080 SQ. FT. 2 BDRM COTTAGE WITH MANY UPGRADES 
OVERLOOKING LAKE MINDEMOYA!! - Located at the 

-

NEWLY RENOVATED KAGAWONG AREA HOME!

SUCCESSFUL AUTO REPAIR AND BODY SHOP BUSI-
NESS IN DOWNTOWN GORE BAY!!

-

FANTASTIC BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!!

-

ELEVATED SUNRISE VIEW OVER BEAUTIFUL LAKE 
MINDEMOYA!!

2 BDRM COTTAGE PLUS SMALL TRAVEL TRAILER 
ON A LEASED WATERFRONT LOT!!

LACLOCHE MOUNTAIN RESORT ON CHARLTON LAKE 
IN WHITEFISH FALLS!!

-

-

EXTREMELY HIGH QUALITY 3 BDRM HOME WITH NICE 
VIEW OVER LAKE MINDEMOYA!!

-

-

-

SOUTH FACING 2 BDRM FOUR SEASON WATERFRONT 
COTTAGE OR HOME ON SOUTH BAY ONLY 15 MINS 
FROM THE FERRY!!

-

950 SQ. FT. 2 BDRM COTTAGE ON LEASED LAND!! 

-

11.2 ACRE WATERFRONT 
OFF-GRID COTTAGE ON 
SOUTH BAY!! 
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