
by Warren Schlote
LITTLE CURRENT—Retired
paramedic Bill Cranston of  Min-
demoya has created a novel
method of  delivering oxygen to
COVID-19 patients while also
potentially reducing the exhala-
tion of  viral droplets and air-
borne particles using an ordinary
object with a series of  one-way
seals—a full-face snorkel mask.

Mr. Cranston is a member of
both the emergency committee
and the patient advisory commit-
tee at Manitoulin Health Centre
(MHC). He has been spending con-
siderable time in his modest home
workshop in recent months to
help find solutions to make Mani-
toulin Island better prepared to
fight the coronavirus.

“Dr. (Mike) Bedard is a personal
friend of  mine and we have been
talking about this since mid-Janu-
ary and building ideas since

then,” said Mr. Cranston.
“(Mr. Cranston) can silicone in

an oxygen tube and this rigidity
provides PEEP—positive end-
expiratory pressure (which refers
to the pressure left in the lungs
after breathing out) and he also,

on the exhale, put a (bacterial and
viral) filter. It’s pretty cool, I
think,” said Dr. Bedard, the presi-
dent of  the medical staff  at MHC
who has also offered to be the lead

 

Hunt Eggs, not Bunnies!
You’ll find specially designed Easter eggs hidden in ads throughout this paper. They look like these: 
and there are 20 of them. It’s also a contest and there are prizes.

FULL DETAILS ON PAGE 6. HAPPY EASTER!
Plus: Community Easter Egg hunts across Manitoulin see Page 17

Special Easter offerings from local businesses throughout this paper!
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Community events
Easter roundup

See Page 3

MHC requisitions Northeast Town rec centre as Island COVID-19 care centre
Sub-acute care centre
will accommodate 
up to 30 patients

Swing bridge
can’t be closed
to deny people
Island access
Answer to frequently

asked question

MADE YOU SMILE! This three-bale Easter bunny can be seen at the Assiginack information centre on Highway 6 and 
encourages passersby to crack a smile. Another wonderful creation of Les and Delmer Fields, the bunny also reminds families
that the Easter Bunny is on its way and will be making an appearance in Manitowaning and in Mindemoya this weekend. See
story on Page 3 and ads on Page 17.
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Island paramedic re-engineers 
snorkel masks to deliver oxygen,
protect front line medical staffNew annual 

record highs
expected for 
Lake  Huron 
water levels Island ventilator appeal fund tops $149,000

Four units ordered for Manitoulin hospitals’ use
by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—Manitoulin Health Centre (MHC)’s
ventilator campaign has now received donations far
exceeding the purchase price of  the four additional
ventilator units, which will allow all surplus funds to
go toward the health group’s efforts to fight the virus
through other needed activities such as purchasing
supplies.

As of  3 pm on Friday, April 3, MHC had taken in
$149,190 in confirmed donations from a large num-

ber of  Island foundations, businesses and individu-
als. The original goal was $80,000 to cover the pur-
chase of  the four ventilators and the additional
funds will be used for other COVID-19-related pur-
poses such as the new sub-acute care centre in Little
Current and exploring techniques to disinfect med-
ical objects.

Because the surplus funds are being directed
toward the COVID-19 fight, the hospital is still wel-

by Warren Schlote
LITTLE CURRENT—Manitoulin
Health Centre (MHC) has part-
nered with the Northeast Town to
create a standalone sub-acute care
centre (SCC) for COVID-19
patients at the Little Current-
Howland Recreation Centre,
designed to be a stage of  treat-
ment between intensive hospital
care and less-involved home and
community care.

“A number of  minor miracles
have taken place to allow this all
to click into place,” said Dr. Mike
Bedard, who serves as the presi-
dent of  the medical staff  at MHC
and has offered to be the lead
physician of  the SCC. “I reiterate:
this is the best place in the world
to ride this out.”

The designated Manitoulin
Island COVID-19 hospital will be
MHC’s Little Current site. In-hos-
pital care will be provided to
patients with severe cases of  the
virus and that department will be
overseen by Dr. Roy Jeffery.

Up the road, the town’s arena
and curling club is being trans-
formed into the SCC, with that
facility legally becoming a branch
of  MHC until it is no longer need-
ed. Dr. Bedard has offered to over-
see this facility which will sup-
port up to 30 patients. 

“This is intended to be front-
line support to the Manitoulin
Health Centre’s main front line of
action,” said Dr. Bedard. 

Services available at the SCC
will include the delivery of  100
percent oxygen, medical supports
such as intravenous care, admin-
istration of  a patient’s regular
medications, nutrition and some
form of  mental health support. Its
main purpose is to give patients
more time for their immune sys-

by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—As more cases of
COVID-19 emerge in Canada,
Ontario and within Public Health
Sudbury and Districts (PHSD)’s
catchment area, many individu-
als have expressed concern about
people coming to Manitoulin
Island and carrying the virus
with them, and those concerned
people have advocated for check-
points or opening the swing
bridge to screen traffic heading to
Manitoulin. The ability of
Islanders to implement these
measures, however, is a different
question altogether.

The Northeast Town, which is
home to the only link between
Manitoulin and the mainland, has
discussed the possibility of
restricting Island-bound traffic.

As a conversation starter dur-
ing the March 31 meeting of  the
Northeast Town, Councillor
Michael Erskine asked Mayor Al
MacNevin that oft-asked query:

by Alicia McCutcheon
LAKE HURON—With the unsea-
sonably high water levels of  last
fall, the Northeast Town saw the
writing on the wall for the 2020
season to come and applied for cli-
mate adaptation funds for its
downtown docks from FedNor for
which they received approval this
month. This news couldn’t have
come sooner for the municipality
as Lake Huron continues to break
record highs with each passing
month of  this new year.

...continued on page 8
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Kagawong man believes more COVID-19 testing is needed
by Warren Schlote
KAGAWONG—A Kagawong resident is
strongly requesting to be tested for COVID-
19 after living with symptoms such as
fever, chills, cough, fatigue and a sore
throat for nearly a month but having been
denied testing because of  the Ontario Min-
istry of  Health’s testing policies.

“There needs to be more testing. I’m in
this situation where I don’t know if  I have
it or not and I’m stuck in isolation,” says
Charles Beckett. “I’m not even going back
to work. I was supposed to go back today
but I told them I’m still not feeling well and
didn’t want to risk it. Thankfully they’re
pretty good about that.”

Mr. Beckett, 35, works at a grocery store
and says he is regularly around people who

cough in the store. However, since he can-
not prove that he has been in contact with
any other positive-tested cases, he is
unable to get tested himself. 

“I have Crohn’s and colitis; any time I get
the flu it always lasts for more than 14 days
and it’s usually three or four weeks before
any symptoms go away because my
immune system is shot. I think even people
with mild symptoms should be tested,
especially snowbirds and people who have
been away,” he says, noting that people who
recently returned have been coming into
the store where he works.

Testing is limited in Canada and around
the world because of  a finite supply of  test-
ing kits and lab capacity. This is why public
health directives are to only test people

who match specific criteria.
Although that policy helps to ensure

there are tests available for those who need
them the most, it also means testing cen-
tres have to turn away many individuals
without being tested and instead share
information on public health best prac-
tices in order to keep them and their com-
munities as safe as possible.

Manitoulin Health Centre (MHC) presi-
dent and CEO Lynn Foster has declined to
comment on this specific case because
making public comments about a particu-
lar patient is against hospital policy. How-
ever, she says the hospital is following all
of  the testing recommendations from pub-
lic health agencies and she is confident in
the decisions made by those in the testing

centres.
Public Health Sudbury and Districts has

likewise declined to comment on any spe-
cific cases, but says in a statement that the
decision of  whether or not to test is based
on an assessment of  each person—the
overall priority is to inform clinical and
public health management. It adds that the
health care provider has the ultimate deci-
sion on whether or not to test a patient.

If  anyone is experiencing symptoms,
regardless of  receiving a positive test
result or not, they must self-isolate for at
least 14 days and remain in their homes,
even for errands, instead using delivery
services or volunteer groups to help with
these tasks. Those without a fever whose

Stressful times often mean
families are at a greater
risk for domestic violence
by Alicia McCutcheon
MANITOULIN—As soon as
COVID-19 began to spread global-
ly and it was evident that Canada
would not be spared, Marnie Hall,
Manitoulin Family Resources
(MFR) executive director, became
concerned. “Physical distancing
goes against how we run almost
all of  our programs,” she told The
Expositor.

“Shelters across Canada have
been over capacity for months,”
Ms. Hall continued, “nor are
these shelters set up for physical
distancing.”

Ms. Hall said that the 10-bed
women’s shelter in Mindemoya is
not over capacity now, but
because of  physical distancing

measures, there will be less space
available at the current location.
Plans are in the works to create
an emergency secondary space
with extra beds should the need
arise.

While MFR might not be able to
provide the same face-to-face con-
tact to women in this time of
physical distancing, Ms. Hall
assures the women of  Manitoulin
that MFR will continue to sup-
port them in every way they can.
MFR recently launched a new
text-only line for women to reach
out if  they find themselves in cri-
sis.

“Women are most at risk from
the people housed with them,”

Long-term care facilties, such as the Manitoulin Centennial Manor, are under lockdowns to prevent COVID-19 outbreaks. Many
well-wishers in their communities have begun posting encouraging signs outside for residents and staff alike.
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All Island nursing homes enact strict
lockdowns during COVID-19 spread
by Michael Erskine
MANITOULIN—The advent of
the COVID-19 pandemic and har-
rowing accounts coming out of
some southern Ontario long-term
care facilities where the virus has
already managed to infiltrate has
led to some heroic efforts on the
part of  Island nursing homes in
order to defend their vulnerable
and close-packed residents from a
virus for which humans have no
natural immunity. Those efforts
have brought along with them
challenges for the mental health
and well-being of  residents and
staff  alike, calling for equally
robust efforts to lift spirits and
make connections.

“We’ve done so much, where do
I begin?” said Manitoulin Centen-
nial Manor administrator Tama-
ra Beam, speaking to The Exposi-
tor following a series of  Monday
meetings with staff  and provin-
cial health officials. “First of  all,

we locked all the doors. When the
Ministry of  Health directive came
down, it seems like months ago
now, but it was just a couple of
weeks ago we took steps to lock
down.”

It was more than a simple lock-
ing of  doors; as regular visitors to
the facility would know, there is a
number-lock system that usually
permits visitors to punch in a
posted code to gain entry—no
more.

“We physically rewired the
front door so people can’t get in
until they are screened,” said Ms.
Beam. “At first we put in visiting
hours, but then the word came
down Saturday to restrict entry.
The only people coming in are our
staff.”

Deliveries are strictly moni-
tored, with calls ahead by Life-
Labs ensuring that there are med-
ical samples that need to be
picked up before the delivery per-

son even sets out for the facility.
“They call us and if, and only if,
they have stuff  to pick up do they
even come. Even then, there is no
physical contact between the staff
and the delivery people. The same
goes for our food deliveries. The
staff  opens the dock doors and
leave. The delivery people, Sysco,
bread, milk, they come in and
drop off  the supplies with no
physical contact with staff.”

“There are lockers here and
staff  are encouraged to change
into their uniforms here and to
take them off  and change into
their street clothes before they go
home,” she said.

Even the medical staff  who
come into the facility are isolated,
bringing in personal protective
gear to protect the residents and
staff  from any contact. Doctors
and other health professionals are
now conducting examinations via

The Expositor partners with Gimaa Radio to 
provide news services in Anishinaabemowin
by Expositor staff
M’CHIGEENG—Gimaa Radio station manager and
founder Anong Beam has travelled a long and wind-
ing road to bring her father (renown Anishinaabe
artist) Carl Beam’s dream of  creating an Anishi-
naabemowin radio station into fruition. Gimaa
Radio is based in M’Chigeeng and broadcasts “sto-
ries and conversations for learners and speakers to
celebrate and laugh together in Ojibwe.”

A few weeks ago, Ms. Beam approached The
Expositor with an innovative idea on how this paper
could assist in the Gimaa Radio goal.

“For a long time I wanted to have some kind of
relationship with different news media outlets,” she
said. “I had approached the CBC before, but that
never panned out. We are really too small an audi-
ence for that to really work.”

She came to realize that the news of  greatest
interest to her audience was hyper-local. “I thought
that The Expositor would be a good fit,” said Ms.
Beam. “The Expositor is so local and local news
with the community is what we really want.” So she
reached out to staff  writer Michael Erskine with the
concept.

“I thought it was a great idea,” said Mr. Erskine,
who has taken several Ojibwe language courses over

the past three decades, albeit with what he admits
has been very limited success. “I have always been a
strong supporter of  maintaining Indigenous lan-
guages,” he said, “so I jumped at the opportunity. I
thought that not only would I be doing my small part
to strengthen Anishinaabemowin here on Mani-
toulin, but I might improve my own grasp of  the lan-
guage at the same time.”

Mr. Erskine brought the plan to his editor and
Manitoulin Publishing owner Alicia McCutcheon,
whom he knew as also being a strong supporter of
strengthening Anishinaabemowin and who has
encouraged the use of  Indigenous words in local
news stories and articles as did her father before
her.

“I thought it was a great idea,” she said. “We have
often wondered how we could do more to assist in
strengthening Anishinaabemowin and with
Michael willing to take on the project it seemed like
a good step in the right direction.”

On Tuesday, the day following the production of
The Expositor, Mr. Erskine takes the news stories
from the front and third pages of  the newspaper,
those with the lead stories, and writes a short syn-
opsis of  the story which he then sends to the radio

Popular smelt fishing 
municipalities’ message 
to smelters: stay home!
by Michael Erskine
MANITOULIN—With what is pos-
sibly the most popular smelt fish-
ing location on Manitoulin Island,
based on the numbers of  eager
fishers who show up each mid-
April to scoop up the tiny morsels,
the Township of  Billings was first
out of  the gate to discourage any-
one from travelling to their
municipality to smelt fish. Since
then other municipalities have
followed suit.

“We haven’t dealt with it yet
and like many recent issues, it
comes down to a question of
enforcement,” said Assiginack
CAO Alton Hobbs, but he added
the caveat “we are likely to
encourage no smelt fishing.” Mr.
Hobbs reiterated that enforce-
ment would be something of  an
issue for the municipality, given
the limited resources. “We don’t
have a bylaw officer as such,” he
noted, “so unless the OPP are
going to enforce the provincial
ban on gatherings of  five people

or more…”
The same enforcement con-

cerns were voiced by Northeast
Town Mayor Al MacNevin during
a recent Manitoulin Municipal
Association meeting. Mayor Mac-
Nevin also pointed out the con-
flicting messages Island munici-
palities have received on who
actually owns shoreline
allowances.

Nonetheless, Northeast Town
CAO Dave Williamson encour-
aged folks to forgo their annual
pilgrimage to Manitoulin streams
this year. “As everyone should
know by now, all parks and mari-
nas are closed,” he said. “Munici-
pally we would encourage people
to not go smelt fishing this
year. Everyone recognizes the
need for physical separation, so it
is in their best interest and their
families’ best interest to avoid
smelt fishing at this time.”

M’Chigeeng Ogimaa-kwe Linda
Debassige was unavailable for
comment by press time Monday.

Plenty to do this Easter across Manitoulin
by Alicia McCutcheon
MANITOULIN—It’s Easter
weekend and Mani-
toulin Islanders have
come up with some egg-
ceptional ways to cele-
brate, at a distance of
course.

In today’s edition
of  The Expositor, read-
ers will have to look
very carefully to find
20 Easter eggs that are
strewn throughout the
advertisements. Look for the half-
page on Page 6 where you can list

where each of  the ads was found
including necessary pertinent

information you must
include about each egg-hid-

ing advertisement. Take a pho-
to of  this half-page
when you have found
all the eggs and filled
in the blanks and
email it to exposi-

tor@manitoulin.ca
by Easter Monday
at noon. Those

with all the correct answers will
be placed into a draw for three

Hop to it!

...continued on page 10

...continued on page 10
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...continued on page 9 ...continued on page 10
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There is an unfortunate quirk of  human nature to assume that if
anyone is in business, if  they possess rental properties they are not
only immensely wealthy and possessed of  unlimited resources and
reserves, but also fundamentally evil and selfish—that this assump-
tion flies in the face of  demonstrable evidence notwithstanding.

Currently there are numerous suggestions online exhorting people
to not pay their rent. Moreover, many of  these online posts incite
hatred against landlords, attempting to justify the unjustifiable in the
same manner that demagogues and totalitarians have utilized since
time immemorial to destabilize and weaken their opponents—free
and open democratic societies.

There is no question that we must step up to assist those suffering
and in desperate need, as a just and civil society and as a caring and
humanitarian group of  people. Well, perhaps there are some among
us who would question that sentiment, but those selfish folks thank-
fully remain a significant minority. 

There are, of  course, large corporations that have amassed huge
holdings in the rental stock, and perhaps the online vitriol is aimed at
those faceless entities, but like any generalization there are many
babies to be found within that bathwater—especially here on Mani-
toulin Island.

Small landlords, many of  which are seniors that have invested
their savings into rental stock and depend on the rental income to
provide for their needs and those of  their families—also pay taxes on
that income, taxes that help to underpin the very assistance that is
being provided to the most vulnerable in our society. To willfully
refrain from paying rent when it is within one’s power to do so is not
only unconscionable, it is wildly counterproductive.

This goes for other bills as well.
Our economy is about to take the greatest hit in the memory of  two

generations and any unnecessary disconnect will severely hamper
governments at all levels from providing assistance and hamstring
the recovery that will follow this pandemic.

It is of  vital importance that we engage in physical distancing and
keep our social interactions at three arms’ length or more, but it is
also important that each of  us does whatever we can to keep our econ-
omy afloat. Those who can work from home or who remain in the
traces as essential services are able to maintain their financial com-
mitments and should do so.

Be very cognizant that there are those who do not wish the western
nations well and who seek to weaken our economies in any way that
they are able. It is natural for people to resent those who possess a
greater abundance and the online propaganda machines of  our ene-
mies will do everything they can to leverage those sentiments to crip-
ple our economies.

Our economies can withstand the economic hit that will be pre-
sented by the repercussions of  this global pandemic if  we stand
together and refuse to fall victim to the flames of  division being
fanned by those who wish us no weal.

Produce what you can, don’t gouge your customers, buy what you
need, pay what you owe if  you have the means—and yes that includes
taxes—and set aside any feelings of  resentment toward the owners of
the place you call home.

This is not a time for partisan political sniping—even those arch-
rivals Doug Ford and Justin Trudeau recognize that fundamental
reality. This is a time for unity, not division and political gamesman-
ship.

We are all in this together and together, as caring human beings, we
can and will win this war.

“who dares not offend, cannot be honest”One Manitowaning Road
opinion
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A poem in the era of COVID-19
‘God bless all people on this earth. Take care, be well for what it’s worth.’

To the Expositor:
Well the strangest thing I’ve ever seen is a virus called COVID-19. It

sure is scary but somehow funny and this all happened in 2020. But the
craziest thing is there is no paper, are people hoarding toilet paper?

Don’t go out in large crowds and touching people is not allowed.
McDonalds and Timmies are closing too, now is only drive through,
churches are closing and large gatherings too.

They are trying to keep it safe for you, nobody knows what damage
can be done. They are asking people to look out for everyone.

The hospitals are getting too many sick. At first, I thought it was just
a trick when airports, schools and community centres were closed, and
we were told don’t touch your mouth, eyes and nose.

Well, now it seems to be unreal. I’ve been asking friends how they
feel. But, deep inside I still worry. So, I called family and friends in a

hurry just to make sure they are safe and sound. And too, do not go out
too many are around.

To each and every one of  you: If  you get symptoms like the flu, think
of  others, stay at home. I know it’s hard to be alone. but find something
you can do. I read books, so can you. 

It’s a real good time for inner thoughts and so something you forgot.
The main thing is to be aware of  others and show you care. 

To sum it up, I’d like to say we don’t know when it will go away. So,
don’t believe all you hear and keep your loved ones very near.

God bless all people on this earth. Take care, be well for what it’s
worth.

Love to everyone, be safe.
Mollie McCauley

Little Current

Manitoulin Island should just shut down
Let’s do our part to keep everyone safe

To the Expositor:
This coronavirus is mainly affecting people who have travelled to the

US and abroad, Toronto is a hot spot for this virus. I believe it’s spread-
ing from there and I think it would be best if  Toronto was to isolate this
in their area. I believe that only essential services should be allowed to
come out such as delivery trucks for our food and other goods that we
may need here in Northern Ontario. 

I’m hearing that people from Toronto are coming to Northern
Ontario trying to run from this virus and they are not doing any good
for anybody by doing this. Maybe they are just spreading the virus and
furthermore I think it’s best for Manitoulin to shut down too, only

essential vehicles should be allowed in and out because if  we have a
virus outbreak here we just do not have the resources to be able to han-
dle it. We do have a lot of  elders living on the Island too. 

Wiikwemkoong is a big community too; I do not think they would be
able to handle this virus. I hear people are still making trips to Sudbury
and it’s very risky to what they are doing and that’s why I say that Man-
itoulin needs to shut down. You never know if  you should catch this
virus what will happen, the virus is in Sudbury so let’s keep everyone
safe.

Ronald Osawabine
Wiikwemkoong

How is the province actually keeping us safe?
‘I do not consider bleating on the steps of Queen’s’Park a pro-active measure.’ 

To the Expositor:
Historically, there are many instances when ‘rogue’ governments

have used the militia against their own people. I use the term rogue in
the same category as scoundrels and thieves. Government for the peo-
ple, by the people, should be protected because of  the people not to sup-
port an ‘heir presumptive.’ 

I was alarmed by Premier Ford’s remarks in his public broadcast of
Monday, March 30. He said he had corroborative evidence of  people
walking outside. He actually saw them himself. I believe in his estima-
tion this presented a great evil and a direct challenge to his directive for
all citizens to stay indoors. In my view, the worst possible place to be if
you’re not ill is being confined to a small space, breathing the same
stale air. 

He gave us an ultimatum that if  we did not correct our behaviour he
would be forced to act accordingly, presumably for our own good.”

I think he likes playing at being the bully in the schoolyard. That he
has made an appearance now is encouraging; apparently no one at
Queens’ Park could find him last fall. 

There is a reason why in the Districts of  Algoma, Manitoulin and
Kapuskasing we, the people, have consecutively elected NDP represen-
tatives Carol Hughes and Mike Mantha. I would trust their opinion
over that of  Premier Ford. After all, we know them. They have come to
our communities, our pot luck dinners and cheered us in our soccer
games. We do not know Premier Ford. There is a difference. I do not
trust his judgement to call out the military, if  necessary, to enforce his

opinions.
I admit to the crime of  walking my dog. I expect to be arrested in the

very near future with all the other dog-walkers on Manitoulin Island. 
I have been in a state of  semi-isolation for the past month as have

most Canadians. I have not exhibited any flu-like symptoms nor do I
feel ill. I have, however, heard of  irresponsible behaviours from Cana-
dians returning primarily from the US whose health standards have
been until recently non-existent in recognizing the dangers of  the coro-
navirus pandemic.

In these cases, the government should insist on stricter protocols.
Instead of  penalizing the rest of  us for staying at home there should be
more stringent testing of  every individual coming into this country
regardless of  citizenship. There should be testing stations at every
entry point, at every airport and border crossing. This should not be too
much of  a hardship since the announcement of  the border closures. 

South Korea has shown a high success rate in the containment of  the
coronavirus outbreak by legislating government policy for all individ-
uals entering the country be tested. The results would indicate the
treatment of  quarantine or self-isolation. 

I would like to know what proactive measures our government is
implementing to ‘keeping us safe.’

I do not consider bleating on the steps of  Queen’s Park a pro-active
measure. 

Lee Weimer
Manitowaning



by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—The COVID-19
pandemic has caused mass dis-
ruptions to daily life in Canada
and around the world; in the
midst of  this, perhaps more than
ever, it is important to maintain a
healthy state of  mental well-being
and learn strategies to manage
mental health before the crisis
escalates any further.

“It’s too early to tell what the
full impacts will be. We only got
sent home recently and while
there has been a few people reach-
ing out, I think we’ll really start to
see things change in the next
week, week and a half,” said
Delaney Campbell, mental health
counsellor at Noojmowin Teg
Health Centre, who is also adjust-
ing to working from home.

Noojmowin Teg’s mental health
team is still providing counselling
services via phone and video
meetings during this time as a
way of  continuing to aid those in
need while also contributing to
the important physical distancing
practices in place in Canada.

“When we don’t have struc-

tured patterns for working at
home, it might be okay for a few
days but then it might set in that
you’re not being as productive,
not able to work a full-time job
and watch your kids at the same
time. That can cause feelings of
guilt and you might start missing
the infrastructure of  daily life,”
she said.

This is why experts recommend
designating certain spots within
the home as work-only spaces, as
well as keeping the same patterns
such as waking up at a steady
time, getting dressed and taking
care of  personal hygiene needs.
Sleep is a key portion within all
aspects of  well-being.

Away from the pressures of
work, the uncertainty and lack of
control over the state of  the world
can increase anxiety and worries
during daily life.

Based on her experiences so far,
Ms. Campbell said only some peo-
ple are worried about getting sick
themselves; many more are con-
cerned about the broader implica-
tions. 

“Young people believe that

they’re relatively safe (from get-
ting severe symptoms). But a lot
of  them are more worried about
the guilt of  having contributed to
the spread of  the disease or giving
it to someone who is more vulner-
able,” she said.

Worry does not have to be seen
only as a negative emotion. In
fact, worry is essential to the
brain’s function because it helps
people plan ahead and manage
risks. However, when one starts
worrying about hypothetical
issues, worry can quickly become
unhelpful.

Being worried about the spread
of  disease, for instance, can be
constructive because there are
things one can do to change the
outcome of  the virus’ spread such
as washing hands, minimizing in-
person contacts and following
public health directives.

Conversely, worrying about the
global spread of  COVID-19 or oth-
er countries’ decisions regarding
the virus is not helpful because an
individual does not have a way of
managing the decisions of  foreign
governments and their health

policies.
Mental well-being must be

viewed alongside physical and
spiritual health, such as getting
fresh air and exercise, keeping a
healthy diet and using traditional
medicines if  desired (Noojmowin
Teg is an aboriginal health access
centre, so promoting the use of
traditional medicines where
appropriate is part of  its man-
date).

In tougher times like these, Ms.
Campbell said reaching out to
community members, while keep-
ing physical distancing in mind,
can be beneficial. This can
include offering support or just
being there for a conversation.

“Older people, who experience
loneliness at higher rates on a reg-
ular basis, are going to be experi-
encing that more these days,” said
Ms. Campbell. “Our routines
might be different now but we can
create new ones to build that
sense of  connection with each
other.”

When asked about the rise of
online communities on Mani-
toulin Island where people are

publicly shaming those who are
not practicing self-isolation after
returning from places where
COVID-19 has spread, Ms. Camp-
bell was sympathetic but discour-
aged that practice.

“Shaming others is rarely a use-
ful tool at our disposal. I will say,
though, that these people are
probably trying to gather some
element of  control over the world
around them, but that’s not the
good kind of  worry. People are
trying to control the actions of
others and you just can’t do that,”
said Ms. Campbell. “It’s not only
ineffective but mean-spirited too.
I can’t imagine it being a strong
community resource.”

As for people who are trying to
stay busy, Ms. Campbell said this
was a good time to try new hob-
bies or get outside for fresh air
away from others—Manitoulin’s
low population density makes it is
easy to enjoy the outdoors away
from crowds.

There are also online support
networks for people of  all ages
who are trying to learn new skills
or get mental health support.

People who care for others can
have a challenging time, especial-
ly when these activities conflict
with physical distancing direc-
tives. The Ontario Caregiver
Organization has an online sup-
port group that hosts several one-
hour discussions each week on its
website,
OntarioCaregiver.ca/find-sup-
port/peer-support. 

Youth in Manitoulin District
can also access remote support
through Compass Child and
Youth Mental Health Services.
Full details are available on its
website, CompassNE.ca.

Ms. Campbell suggested two
self-directed services—Big White
Wall and BounceBack. 

BigWhiteWall.com is an anony-
mous service that offers mental
health support from both peers
and professionals. There are also
courses and tips on managing
mental and physical health and
the service is moderated by pro-
fessional counsellors.

BounceBackOntario.ca is a
platform to help people aged 15 or
older learn new life skills to help
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more letters

To the Expositor:
The extraordinary times we are now living in today com-

pels me to attempt to have this letter approved by the editor,
printed in the next available spot in The Expositor and
shared with the public.

In the recent words of  Doctor Bedard, one of  our local
‘tips of  the spear’ in the fight against COVID-19 to protect
our citizens, “Please bear with me folks as I have to give
you the background so you can understand the rest of  it.”

As a lot of  you may or may not know, I am retired from a
long career in long-term care (LTC) nursing and have
remained a staunch advocate for LTC residents and work-
ers and this is not the first letter that I write in regards to
LTC in Ontario. Most of  you will also know that I have nev-
er hidden my political feelings or party affiliation. Just
shortly before the last federal election I submitted a letter
to the editor of  The Expositor. The letter contained a lot of
the same subject matter that I always touch on in both the
political arena and from a long-time LTC worker’s experi-
ence and perspective. After noticing that my letter was not
being printed I emailed the editor of  The Expositor to
inquire as to why. The editor emailed me back telling me
that my letter was “full of  liable “ and that the paper had
been contacted by a lawyer about my libelous letters. I will
not delve any further into that aspect of  the letter other
than to highlight a particular issue which I had spoke
about in a previous letter which The Expositor had print-
ed. Again, I ask that you bear with me while I give you the
background to that issue which will help you fully under-
stand the rest of  my letter.

My issue was with the newly appointed Conservative
Minister of  LTC in Ontario, Merrilee Fullerton. I cannot
tell you directly what my issue was with the minister as
this is something the editor refused my letter on, so what I
will do is give you some facts from accredited media outlets
and then some information on what she has just done in
the LTC sector, citing COVID-19 as the reason:
The following are statements made by Merrilee Fullerton
as reported by the Toronto Star: Islamic radicalism is usu-
ally not in the first generation of  immigrants or refugees;
that is most dangerous in their second generation; she

tweeted advising people to watch a march by thousands of
anti-Islam PEGIDA members in Dresden, Germany; she
called the home of  20,000 Muslim immigrants “The Ghet-
to” (it was the Rosengard housing area in Sweden); she
railed against a “wear-a-hijab” day in Ottawa; and her blog
on Squarespace entitled ‘Doctors as Terrorists’ where she
insinuated Canada should not allow any Muslim doctors in
Canada.

Just the other day Minister Fullerton LTC announced
sweeping changes to LTC in Ontario, citing COVID-19 as
the reason. The changes eliminate long-held rules that pro-
tect our most vulnerable.

The order removes training requirements for workers
and eliminates the need for administrators to report com-
plaints to the ministry.

With high levels of  COVID-19 in Ontario’s LTC facilities,
allowing untrained people to work on nursing in these
homes will be a disaster, stated Jane Meadus, a lawyer for
The Advocacy Centre for the elderly. 

Infection control will be scary let alone all the complex
issues LTC patients have which require properly trained
nursing staff  to look after.

The emergency order lists more than a dozen changed or
deleted regulations! I will let the readers of  The Expositor
set their own thoughts on why I have an issue with Minis-
ter Fullerton being the minister of  a sector that is respon-
sible for the province’s most vulnerable citizens.
I need to say that over the past, The Expositor has done an
excellent job of  reporting on Island issues such as the
changing out of  the Swing Bridge, a Tim Hortons in Little
Current and the attempt to save the Old School in Minde-
moya, all of  which I am sure are very dear to some
Islanders’ hearts. I certainly hope that The Expositor will
embrace Ontario’s LTC sector in the time of  COVID-19
with the same zeal as the other issues of  concern to all
Islanders and with their usual high quality of  investigative
journalism. I’m sure they could produce a very informa-
tive article for all.

To be quite blunt, while I am writing this letter LTC res-
idents are dying of  COVID-19 and LTC workers are testing
positive for COVID-19! This is not fear mongering or being

over-dramatic on my part. Sadly, these are hard verified
facts!

At Pinecrest Nursing Home in Bobcaygeon, 24 residents
have died of  COVID-19 (as of  press time Monday) and even
more staff  have tested positive for COVID-19. CTV News
aired segment that showed a parade of  townsfolk in their
cars driving by the home to show their appreciation to the
staff. Some staff  came outside to watch and wave and the
camera zoomed in on them and if  you are a healthcare
worker you would have noticed that in a nursing home rav-
aged by COVID-19 not one of  those workers were wearing a
N95 mask, just plain old surgical masks! Eight residents
dead in an LTC facility in Scarborough of  the virus, four
dead in an LTC facility in Hagersville of  this scourge and it
goes on and on!

Anyone who knows anything at all about the recent his-
tory of  LTC in Ontario knows it is an extremely under-
funded, under-equipped and understaffed sector.
Minister Fullerton is complicit in causing the LTC crisis
which has now become a provincial and national disaster!
Minister Fullerton will have to answer some hard ques-
tions: Why were an adequate supply of  N95 masks not read-
ily available for all LTC staff; and why was their such a
shortage of  all personal protective equipment (PPE) for
LTC workers which forced them to go into harm’s way with
sub-standard PPE?

CTV News interviewed a staff  doctor from the Pinecrest
Nursing Home and he stated that “The PSWs were basical-
ly beat right from the start” due to years of  underfunding
and staff  shortages and from years of  being grossly under-
paid!

Of  course at the end of  the day I guess it is completely up
to The Expositor if  they want to run a story on our local
LTC facilities and their heroic staff  who walk into harm’s
way every day because that is who they are and that is what
they do.

Thank you,
Greg Young

Wiikwemkoong
EDITOR’S NOTE: Please see ‘All Island nursing homes
enact strict lockdowns during COVID-19 spread’ on Page 3.

Just what are Manitoulin long-term care homes doing to ensure residents’ safety?
‘A call to The Expositor to find out this and more’

We are at war with the deadly COVID-19
‘Fight hard, stay safe, stay away, stay in’

To the Expositor:
We have to tell the people we are at war!
I have been very cross at times when I have heard so many foolish

people disobeying the rules and putting their own and others’ lives in
jeopardy as we try to fight this deadly invisible enemy call coronavirus.

Our enemy is the coronavirus, or COVID-19. He is a killer, an invisi-
ble enemy. If  he doesn’t kill you he will certainly make you very ill. Or,
his other weapon is to attach himself  to you so that you do not know you
are a carrier who is spreading this virus where you go. Just like Hansel
and Gretel spread bread crumbs behind them to find their way home,
COVID-19 follows you on your path all the way dropping the virus off
whenever or where ever you stop. How? How are we ever going to get it
across to all people (and that means you!), the old, the young and the
foolish, just how rapidly and dangerous this invisible enemy can be
spread.

Even the experts are finding out new things about it daily. How long
it can live on clothing, paper, plastic, wood, iron, stainless steel. On
stainless steel it can remain as long as 72 hours, which equals three
days. Do not go out unless you absolutely need to.

This virus could be on a door handle, a railing, money, even the next
person who comes near you. Stay six-feet or two metres apart. You can
easily carry COVID-19 home with you and give it to all your family or a
dear friend. Do not take chances, do not visit others, they could even
give it to you. You do not know who has touched them or if  they may be

a carrier of  this deadly invisible virus. Now they (the researchers) are
strongly suggesting that we should be isolating for three weeks. As
studies are revealing that some people didn’t show symptoms until the
third week. Please, please, please follow the rules. I am an old person
who will soon be 39 with 50 years of  experience. I live in an assisted liv-
ing facility with 17 other residents. Several in our building have com-
promised immune systems—our hospital would be flooded if  they were
all got this deadly virus, and who knows how many of  us healthy ones
would survive. Please follow the rules so you do not accidently transfer
the virus to someone—who transfers it to one of  our staff—who gives it
of  us: Wash your hands; stay six feet apart: stay home unless absolute-
ly necessary; you are not allowed in to visit us or any residential or
nursing home. But most every resident everywhere enjoys a phone call.
The above three ways are how we can win this war against this invisi-
ble enemy. 

Fight hard, stay safe, stay away, stay in. COVID-19 is a sniper out
there waiting to kill you and me.

May God bless each one of  you and keep you safe.
Sincerely, 

Betty (Doan) Bowerman
Espanola

Formerly an Islander

Taking care of mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic

...continued on page 15
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HERE IT IS! A few days before 
Easter Weekend and it’s time to check out this 
week’s paper for Easter eggs hidden in ads 
throughout the paper. There are 20 of them!

Look for one of the following eggs, 
both in colour and in black and white ads.
(Do not include these in your list) 

(which ad) and what product or service is being advertised.

Monday, April 13 at 12 noon and you may 
win one of three great prizes!
Fill out the form and email it to 

expositorsub@manitoulin.ca or fax it to 705-368-3822.

THE EXPOSITOR’S EASTER EGG HUNT

PAGE # ADVERTISER PRODUCT/SERVICE ADVERTISED

EGG TALLY FORM

Manitoulin man faces impaired
driving charges

On March 30, members of  the Mani-
toulin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and
UCCM Anishnaabe Police Service received
a report of  an older model Toyota 4-runner
travelling eastbound on Hwy 540. The vehi-
cle was reported to be operating with only
two tires on one side and only rims on the
other. 

Members of  both police services
responded to the incident and after a brief
pursuit, the vehicle attempted to evade
police on a snowmobile trail and got stuck.

One of  the occupants of  the vehicle fled
into the woods and the driver of  the vehicle
was arrested at the scene by a UCCM police
officer. 

Charged with operation while
impaired,and operation while impaired
over 80 mgs is Derrick Gary Leeson, age 31,
of  South Baymouth. The accused was
released on an appearance notice for June
17 at the Ontario Court of  Justice in Gore
Bay. 

The investigation is still ongoing and
more charges are forthcoming. 

The UCCM Police would like to remind
the public that if  they see a suspicious
vehicle or suspected impaired drivers to
please call 911 to report.

OPP warns of  new 
COVID-19 frauds

The Manitoulin Detachment of  the OPP
would like to remind the public to be mind-
ful of  possible frauds and scams associated
with COVID-19. Fraudsters will attempt to
profit from consumers’ fears, uncertainties
and misinformation. 

The following few examples are what
you should look for as a potential scam:
Private companies offering ‘fast’ COVID-19
tests for sale; fraudulent and deceptive
online ads offering cleaning products,
hand sanitizers and other items in high
demand; malicious email campaigns that
capitalize on the public’s fears about
COVID-19; door-to-door offering fake
decontamination services; and fraudsters
may urge you to invest in hot new stocks
related to the disease.

If  you think you or someone you know

has been a victim of  fraud, please contact
the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-
495-8501 or report online at www.antifraud-
centre.ca.

Manitoulin OPP arrests 
impaired driver 

On March 24 at approximately 3:56 pm,
officers from the Manitoulin Detachment
of  the OPP responded to a traffic complaint
of  a vehicle on Highway 6, Whitefish River
First Nation.

Officers stopped the vehicle and it was
determined that the driver had been con-
suming alcohol.

As a result, Jennifer Campener, 36 years
old, from North Bay has been charged with
operation while impaired, alcohol and
drugs, and operation while impaired, blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus).

The accused was issued a 90-day admin-
istrative driver’s licence suspension and
the vehicle was impounded for seven days.
The driver is scheduled to appear before
the Ontario Court of  Justice in Gore Bay
on June 17.

The Manitoulin OPP would like to thank
the public for its assistance with this inves-
tigation. We rely on the public to report
crime and impaired driving is a crime that
should be treated no differently. If  you sus-
pect that someone is driving or about to
drive impaired, call 9-1-1 and report it.

Manitoulin OPP 
investigates collision

On March 27 at approximately 6 pm,
members of  the Manitoulin Detachment of
the OPP responded to a motor vehicle colli-
sion involving an all-terrain vehicle (ATV)
on Gore Street in Gore Bay. 

The driver of  the ATV was transported
to the hospital with serious injuries. 

As a result of  the investigation, a 37-
year-old from Gore Bay was arrested and
charged with operation while prohibited
under the Criminal Code (CC) contrary to
section 320.18(1)(a) of  the CC. The vehicle
was impounded for 45 days.

The accused was released on an appear-
ance notice and is scheduled to appear at
the Ontario Court of  Justice in Gore Bay
on July 9.

Northeast Town Council Notes
Northeast Town meets 

electronically for first time
Acknowledging the need for physical dis-

tancing in this time of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic, council for the Northeast Town met
virtually during its March 31 meeting for
the first time, utilizing the Zoom video con-
ferencing application.

To begin, council made an amendment to
its procedural bylaw, Bylaw 99-36, specifi-
cally items 5-7: that members of  council
can attend council meetings through elec-
tronic methods and be counted toward quo-
rum; that council can participate electron-
ically in a closed meeting; and in the case
of  a ‘declare emergency order’ by the pre-
mier, “the cabinet or municipal head of
council under the Emergency Manage-
ment and Civil Protection Act, members of
councils, committees and local boards who
participate in open and closed meeting
electronically can be counted for the pur-
pose of  quorum.”

Ventilator campaign
Council reviewed the letter from

M’Chigeeng Ogimaa-kwe Linda Debassige
requesting a donation toward the ventila-
tor campaign for the two sites of  the Mani-
toulin Health Centre.

“After speaking with our representative
at the hospital and hearing the issues fac-
ing them, there may be better ways to sup-
port them. They have sufficient money to
order the number of  ventilators they need
and can manage,” Mayor Al MacNevin told
councillors.

The mayor suggested council defer a
donation and wait for a response from
MHC “as to the best way they can help to
battle the pandemic.”

“I think we should wait and see exactly
where we’re going with this and hold off
on it,” said Councillor Bill Koehler.

“I concur to go with your plan and wait
and see about requirements from the hos-
pital,” Councillor Barb Baker added.

“When the hospital requires something,
we should assist them,” Councillor Dawn
Orr said, adding that the public needs to
know this. The mayor pointed out that the
press was on the call.

“We need to make it clear that the MHC

knows that we will step up where needed,”
said Councillor Michael Erskine.

“And that’s what we’re working toward
with the hospital,” the mayor said.

Councillor Bruce Wood said he “totally
agrees” that council should wait and see
what the hospital needs in terms of  sup-
port with Councillor Laurie Cook also voic-
ing her agreement.

“We’re still too early into this pandemic
and don’t know how things will progress,”
Councillor Al Boyd said. “Certainly it was
a good thing that Chief  Debassige did and
it seems she attained her goals.”
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Since this meeting was
held, the Northeast Town has leased its
recreation centre to the MHC as a COVID-19
sub-acute care centre.

Taxpayer financial relief
Council suggested three proposals for

taxpayer financial relief: Extend the due
date on all current and future charges for
water/sewer and taxes to 90 days from 30
days. This will have the effect of  eliminat-
ing interest on April 1 water/sewer bills
and the second installment on the interim
taxes for 90 days. This measure will pro-
vide NEMI residents with approximately
$40,884 in financial relief  over the next
three months. Interest would continue to
accumulate on any balance that predated
the COVID-19 outbreak;  double the base
amount of  water permitted to be used from
45 cubic metres to 90 cubic metres per
billing period (three months). This will
provide $45,000 of  relief  to the users on the
system; and suspend all new tax registra-
tions for the next three months.

The proposals were moved by Councillor
Cook and seconded by Councillor Erskine. 

Councillor Baker asked if  council
increased the water limit, would this push
the municipality over its allowable limit as
per ministry order. CAO Dave Williamson
said it would not.

Councillor Jim Ferguson asked if  the
relief  proposals could be extended if  the
pandemic goes on longer than anticipated.

“It’s always at council’s discretion and
can be extended on past 90 days at council’s
will,” Mr. Williamson explained.

...continued on page 14



HOME HEALTH AND MOBILITY

OPEN ON CALL - 705-368-3838

WE HOPE YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES STAY HEALTHY

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE
For your protection and the protection of our staff, 
The Edgewater will be servicing on an 
ON CALL basis for essential needs.

If you need any Home Health and Mobility items 
for purchase or rental, please contact:
STORE 705-368-3838 • FAX 705-368-3131
EMAIL jim@edgepharm.ca

705-368-3838705-368-3838
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Ice Chips and Canoe Quips

Islanders selected for top NOHA award!
Congratulations to Manitoulin ex-patriot, Pleasant Valley’s own Deb

McLeod–Topash. She was recently named as the Northern Ontario
Hockey Association’s (NOHA) Most Deserving Award for Officials. Deb
has been involved as a coach and referee for many years. Her coaching
experiences include provincially ranked girls’ teams. As an official she
has worked her way up through the ranks and has had the chance to
officiate many high level games. The award makes her the first woman
to win the award since it was established 27 years ago in 1993.

The Most Deserving Official Award goes to someone who: has played
a key role in the officiating program within their district; is someone
who would be sorely missed if  they were no longer involved; is rated on
their own officiating skills and what they put back into the
branch/division; is a supervisor who is always willing to go out and
supervise younger officials; and is a person who has assisted with the
assigning, instruction and administration at development camps, certi-
fication and recertification clinics.

Unfortunately, Deb comes with amazing credentials too numerous to
mention everything. Deb says that she is just incredibly humbled by the
award and that, “It’s more about encouraging young players to other
aspects of  this great game!”

Here are just a few of  her accomplishments. Deb has been a Level 3
official for nine years in the NOHA and six years in the Ontario
Women’s Hockey Association (OWHA). She has been a supervisor for
three years in the NOHA. She has been an assigner of  officials for sev-
en years not to mention vice president of  the North Bay and area refer-
ee’s association. 

She has also been coaching for eight years in the North Bay and
Almaguin areas for girls’ hockey right up to Midget B and the OWHA
Ontario Winter Games - Huntsville (2014) when she was bench staff  of
silver medalist Team White. 

As far as officiating, she has gone from house league on up to in 2014
selected to officiate at the OHF Atom AA Championships in North Bay
and officiated OUA (Ontario University Athletics - Women’s), PWHL
(Provincial Women’s Hockey League - Intermediate AA) and several
years at the OWHA provincial championships.

Deb, however, was more interested to acknowledge a young local offi-
cial. Also recognized by the NOHA’s officiating awards was
M’Chigeeng’s Gabe Hare as the recipient of  the NOHA Keith Barton
Memorial Award (Most Promising Official)! We need more refs like you,
Gabe hopefully this will inspire more youngsters to give officiating a
shot once we pass the COVID-19 era. 

Let’s keep active together, apart!
An abrupt end to organized sports for the very active Bridgeman

family has not stopped them from staying in shape and making it fun at
the same time. With no tryouts in the near future, they’ve packed away
their hockey equipment and set up a gym in that room so all four are
working out daily. 

Delaney and Sadie are in a running routine as well, while Jack and
Liam basketball it up in the driveway and shoot pucks daily. Inciden-
tally, Jack has posted a unique online video challenge to some of  his
friends and teammates: 30 goals, 10 push-ups and a 30 second wall sit.
The first work-out is no small feat with his net a good 25 metres away!
Jack has always been a marksman and easily wristed in nine in a row.
On the next one he went “bar down” but it stayed out so he needed an
11th shot. Then to 10 perfect, elbows-in, push-ups and a run to their shed
to sit on an imaginary chair with his knees right at 90 degrees! Judging
by the reactions, lots of  people will take him up on his dare.

Great job, Bridgemans! If  anyone else know of  a fun and active
task and they want to throw down the gauntlet to friend, family or co-
workers stuck at home, email me. Thanks as well to those workers who
are required to work and are getting their regular activity.

Food for thought and fuel!
As we all know, we need to feed our bodies to stay healthy and have

energy to be able to exercise. As we try to maintain physical distancing,
some of  our least fortunate people in our community are more likely
not to be able to access healthy food. 

The Manitoulin Family Resources food bank has changed its policy
in order to make it easier for people to obtain much needed food assis-
tance. No longer are you required to have an agency refer, you can self-
refer. People can call (705) 368-3400 ext. 242 to self-refer and receive
instructions on the procedure to keep you and workers safe. Pick-up
will continue to be Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 – 2, however you must
call first.

A good sport is good for sports 
chipstoquips@gmail.com 

3 Cows manager acknowledged for 25 years of dedication
by Warren Schlote
LITTLE CURRENT—Three Cows
and a Cone manager Carrie
Moore, whose face would be very
recognizable to the thousands of
visitors who stop by the shop
every year, was recently honoured
for 25 years of  service to her com-
pany by owner Phil Blake who
also included a $2,500 gift to com-
memorate the occasion.

“It was an unexpected surprise,
but it was really nice,” said Ms.
Moore. “There’s been so many
changes in trends and different
flavours of  ice cream over the
years. It’s been a bit crazy at times
but it’s been a good 25 years.”

Ms. Moore first got involved
with Mr. Blake’s business when he
purchased The English Pantry in
downtown Little Current 25 years
ago, where Ms. Moore was already
working. The transition was not
entirely smooth sailing, though.

“As funny as it is now, about two
weeks after I purchased (the busi-
ness), she came to me and said she
wanted to quit. I talked her out of
it and encouraged her to wait and
see what we were doing because I
promised she would like it,” said
Mr. Blake.

Ms. Moore stuck it out and the
two became closer and closer as
the years passed. Mr. Blake moved
south for a period of  seven years
mid-way through the 2000s and
Ms. Moore took over the day-to-
day operations of  the business for
that time.

“That says something about the
type of  person she is. It went real-
ly well—I only came up once a
month to see how things were
going, but in Carrie’s hands I did-
n’t have to worry too much,” Mr.
Blake said.

When news of  the 25th work
anniversary gift emerged on
social media, a flood of  compli-
ments and well-wishes surfaced
from hundreds of  people.

“I was a little overwhelmed. I
don’t really like the spotlight but
it’s been heartwarming. I didn’t
realize I knew that many people,”
Ms. Moore said with a laugh,
adding that she recognized
numerous faces of  regular sea-
sonal customers even if  their
names did not ring a bell.

Working in a family-oriented
business like an ice cream shop
has created unique perspectives
for Ms. Moore.

“I’ve seen some of  them for 25
years, when they’ve gone from
babies to young adults who are
starting to have families of  their
own,” she said. “It’s kind of  neat
to see all of  the different changes
in people and their growing fami-
lies.”

Having someone with the abili-
ty to bond with customers and
become a recognizable part of  the

Manitoulin experience has been a
benefit for Mr. Blake, too, who
said the people who visit her
every year on their way to the cot-
tage could always look forward to
seeing Ms. Moore’s smile behind
the ice cream bar.

“I couldn’t do this without her
and I wanted to give her some-
thing substantial just to say thank
you. I can’t say enough good
things about Carrie,” he said.
“Anyone who’s been working with
someone for 25 years, especially
with me, deserves to be rewarded
for their hard work. This was just
one way I could show my appreci-
ation for everything she’s done for
me over the years.”

Although tourist traffic should
be down this season, Ms. Moore
will undoubtedly still welcome
her patrons with a wave and
smile—even if  it’s through a pane
of  glass during physical distanc-
ing. Mr. Blake said he hoped he
could continue working with Ms.
Moore for years to come.

Phil Blake, owner of 3 Cows and a Cone in Little Current gives his long time 
manager Carrie Moore a gift in honour of her 25 years of dedication to the brand.



‘can we close the bridge?’
The mayor deferred to CAO Dave Williamson, who

explained, “The municipality does not control the provin-
cial highway or a provincial structure (the swing bridge)—
that authority resides with the province.”

Mayor MacNevin said some communities have suggest-
ed having people at the bridge to hand out information
about COVID-19 or even doing testing.

“If  people were tested at the bridge, the people would
have to be trained and we currently are facing short sup-
plies of  PPE (personal protective equipment),” the mayor
continued. “It’s not sustainable for the health care system
and it’s not sustainable for us.”

The mayor said it would be more likely that the province
would institute a travel restriction for all Ontarians.

“I think it’s clear that it’s (COVID-19) already here, it
takes weeks to show up, and we need to act as though it’s

already here,” Mayor MacNevin added.
The Expositor contacted the Ontario Ministry of  Trans-

portation (MTO) for context into the possibility of  a swing
bridge closure to protect Manitoulin Island. Spokesperson
Kristin Franks did not directly address the legality of  citi-
zen-run blockades, but said there were no provincial plans
to restrict traffic on any provincial highways or the swing
bridge at this time. 

MTO is not a traffic enforcement agency, but Ms. Franks
did state that the ministry urges all drivers to stay home
except for essential travel. She added that essential servic-
es such as grocery stores, manufacturing facilities and gas
stations will continue to be accessible to all Ontarians.

To determine the legality of  a citizen, or municipality-
led screening checkpoint, The Expositor contacted the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP). OPP is responsible for
traffic enforcement on all provincial highways in the Dis-
trict of  Manitoulin.

OPP North East Region spokesperson Carlo Berardi said
that unofficial checkpoints would come with significant
public safety concerns.

“Municipalities and/or volunteer organizations have no
authority to conduct checkpoints (or) slow down traffic on
any provincial highways,” he stated. “The OPP encourages
all Ontarians to voluntarily comply with the recommenda-
tions and Emergency Orders set out by the federal and
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Nikki Cress is one adventurous MSS athlete who is always 
staying active by engaging in different sports. Nikki is a Grade 
9 student who enjoys swimming and skating for fun outside of 
school.

Playing sports is something Nikki has done from a young 
age. While she attended Central Manitoulin Public School, 
she participated in basketball, volleyball, soccer, flag football, 
baseball and track and field. For her first year of high school, 
Nikki has been on the basketball team and volleyball team. With 
her basketball team, she was able to make it to the NSSSA 
finals. In volleyball, she played the position of middle, and the 
team had a strong season, not losing a single game. Her and 
her volleyball team won NSSSA and made it to NOSSA. Nikki 
has learned a lot in her sports since coming to high school, 
but she is also proud to be self-taught in a lot of her skills. Her 
ambition helps her to further improve her athletic skills both 
inside and outside of school. Nikki also trained in gymnastics 
at the Sudbury Gym Zone and at the Espanola Gym Zone for 
two years. 

Nikki enjoys playing sports because they keep her active and 
healthy. Her favourite sport is basketball because it requires 
a lot of running and control. She is looking forward to playing 
these sports again next year.

Nikki’s talents expand to her academics as well. Her favourite 
subject is math because she’s always been better with numbers 
than words. After she graduates, she plans to work in the health 
industry, and more specifically in physio therapy.

Nikki is one of many talented Mustangs, and with her kindness, 
athleticism and love of adventure, she is sure to make MSS 
proud. Let’s go, Nikki, let’s go!

PLAYER PROFILE
Manitoulin Secondary School

by Mackenzie Cortes
Public Relations, M.S.S. Athletic Association

CONGRATULATIONS,
NIKKI!

Proud Supporter of our MSS 
MustangsNIKKI CRESS

705-368-0000
HWY 6, LITTLE CURRENT

Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

NOW OPEN
DRIVE THRU
AUTO PARTS
CALL AHEAD 

OR DRIVE RIGHT UP!

...MHC requisitions Northeast Town rec centre as COVID-19 care centre
tems to fight off  the virus.

“The goal, of  course, is to make sure that we keep as
many beds available at the hospital for those who are criti-
cally ill and who will need that expertise,” said MHC pres-
ident and CEO Lynn Foster.

The hospital site and arena were chosen in conjunction
because they are physically close. This will enable a two-
way patient flow between the locations—if  a patient expe-
riences severe symptoms at the SCC, Dr. Bedard will send
them for more intensive care at the main hospital; if  a hos-
pital patient stabilizes and is no longer in critical condi-
tion, they will be sent to the SCC.

The Little Current arena is also fully heated and there
are two separate ventilation systems within which will
reduce the possibility of  airborne contamination.

Admitting will take place in the upstairs portion of  the
arena, just outside of  the large conference hall. That hall
will be the main ward and a series of  simple cubicles (built
similarly to the internal walls at the Mindemoya COVID-19
test centre) will offer some privacy. Licenced contractor
John Deforge has volunteered a crew to construct those
cubicles.

From the stage at the far end of  the room, physicians
and nurses will be able to look out over the whole ward and
see if  anyone is in need of  assistance.

Next to the stage, also at the rear of  the ward will be a
designated “COVID-positive” staff  area and washroom—
this means that the virus may exist within the area as
opposed to a “COVID-negative” space that is separate from
the patients.

Discussions were ongoing at the time of  the tour about
protocols for the space between the ward and the “clean”
area, including the possibility of  a three-stage “airlock”
with different stages for employees to take off  their per-
sonal protective equipment and decontaminate.

All patients will receive food at the SCC and M’Chigeeng
Freshmart baker Pam Roy has offered her help, if  needed,
in the kitchen. The arena has two separate kitchen facili-
ties, one on the second floor and one on the ground level,
which will help to keep the COVID-negative and COVID-
positive areas of  the building separate.

Patient washrooms are down the upstairs hallway past
the Lions’ Den and no patient showers are available. Down-
stairs, the curling club ice surface will be used for storage
and as a morgue.

The dressing rooms near the main ice rink will be con-

verted into sleeping quarters for health care workers if
they should need to stay on-site overnight. Dr. Bedard
expressed his interest in staying there if  demand at the
SCC spikes.

When patients are stabilized enough in the SCC, they
will then be stepped down to either home-based care or
community-organized aid stations, if  individual commu-
nities choose to set up these facilities. The lead physician
at the SCC will also connect with those independent com-
munity-based recovery centres to offer information and
advice and liaison with MHC.

Oxygen delivery equipment is in short supply nation-
wide due to the pandemic but Manitoulin is well-posi-
tioned to handle the increased demand. The SCC is home
to 12 large oxygen tanks that were on hand before the
shortages.

“Supply of  oxygen is not the problem; cylinders and reg-
ulators are the problem. But we’ve overcome that,” said Dr.
Bedard. “Thankfully we were ahead of  it.”

Oxygen flows through regulators between the tank and
the patient. These are devices that take the massive
amounts of  stored pressure and reduce it to an adjustable
amount that is safe for patient use. 

Most regulators feed a single user. However, MHC has
obtained triple-output regulators, meaning all 30 patients
in the SCC can be oxygenated using only 10 tanks (theoret-
ically leaving the remaining two to be refilled and ready to
replace tanks as they run out). 

Retired paramedic Bill Cranston recently devised a nov-
el solution for patient oxygen delivery, which is discussed
in further detail in the story on Page 1 of  this newspaper,
‘Island paramedic re-engineers snorkel masks...’ 

...continued from page 1

coming donations that will be used for
those purposes.

Several donations of  $10,000 came
in from sources including M’Chigeeng
First Nation (which organized and
launched the campaign), Shesheg-
waning First Nation, Manitoulin
Transport, The Douglas A. Smith
Family Foundation, B.J.
Corbiere/Wright Memorial Hockey
Tournament, Little Current Lions
Club, Bousquet Realty/Bousquet
Family Holdings, Whitefish River
First Nation, the Municipality of  Cen-
tral Manitoulin, the Township of
Assiginack and Zhiibaahaasing First
Nation.

Donors who agreed to be named at
the $5,000 level were the Town of  Gore
Bay and Marcel and Lucille Gervais.
At the $3,500 level were Stanley Park

Campground and JK Automotive’s Joe
and Kim Moor.

MHC will be using the funds to pur-
chase four LTV-1200 ventilators. These
are well-known units that are a staple
in emergency stockpiles across the
United States and are well-used in
health care settings across the conti-
nent. LTV-1200s, while not the largest
or most intricate pieces of  equipment,
are known for their reliability; one
American health care worker referred
to the model as “the Ford Econoline
van of  medical air movement.” 

LTV-1200s carry the brand names of
several companies including CareFu-
sion and VyAire and they are sold
through many medical equipment
resellers. The 1200s are a portable ven-
tilator unit like the existing ones at
MHC but they provide diverse func-
tionality within intensive care units

as well as mobile applications.
MHC physicians and nurses are

already trained on the LTV-1200,
which is another advantage compared
to bringing in an unfamiliar model.
Once the units arrive, biomed will
have to certify the units and then they
can be put into operation.

The Expositor contacted a medical
equipment supplier which had origi-
nally offered MHC a quote on these
units, but that company declined to
comment on any specific transac-
tions. 

Some of  the original correspon-
dence indicated a usual delivery time
of  two to three weeks following order;
however, this is the turnaround time
under more ‘normal’ circumstances.
Given the massive spike in global
demand, those orders are expected to
take longer to fulfill.

...continued from page 1

...Manitoulin Island ventilator appeal fund tops $149,000

...Swing bridge can’t be closedto deny people Manitoulin Island access
...continued from page 1

...continued on page 13
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BAHA’I WRITINGS

To meet local Baha’is please email
manitoulinbahais@gmail.com or call 705-210-0529
www.building-community.ca

O MAN OF TWO VISIONS! Close one eye 
and open the other. Close one to the world 

and all that is therein, and open the other to 
the hallowed beauty of the Beloved.

Happy 50th Anniversary
Norman & Laurie Lovelace of Little Current
Married April 11,1970 in Toronto

Congratulations!
Love Rhonda, Debbie, Hailey, Keyton and Lukas

Jill’s Bookkeeping
&
 Tax Services
705-282-0808

Call/Text 705-282-4382 jillsbookkeeping@bell.net

WED THURS FRI SAT SUN MON TUES

8º
Night 1º 
POP 40%
17 km/h W
~5 mm (Rain)
<1 cm (Snow)

3º
Night -1º 
POP 40%
39 km/h W
<1 mm (Rain)
-

4º
Night -2º 
POP 20%
25 km/h N
-
-

4º
Night 0º 
POP 40%
17 km/h W
<1 mm (Rain)
<1 cm (Snow)

5º
Night 1º 
POP 40%
21 km/h SW
~5 mm (Rain)
<1 cm (Snow)

3º
Night -2º 
POP 20%
23 km/h W
-

<1 cm (Snow)

1º
Night -1º 
POP 70%
28 km/h S
-

2-4 cm (Snow)

THE

WEATHER
CORNER Brought to you by:

WE ARE HERE AND READY TO HELP
0% FINANCING

NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS
GREAT INCENTIVES

TO VIEW OUR FEATURE VEHICLES VISIT
WWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CA
ESPANOLA • LITTLE CURRENT • GORE BAY
800-899-2994 • 705-368-2500 • 866-389-4954

great prizes.
Assiginack has managed

to pull off  a visit from the
Easter Bunny himself ! The
Easter Bunny will be hop-
ping on over to Manitowan-
ing on Good Friday, April 10
to make a special appear-
ance.

“He is very aware of  the
social distancing measures
in place and is only going to
visit from the end of  your
driveway,” Assiginack
events co-ordinator Jackie
White notes. 

If  you are a Manitowan-
ing resident and would like
the Easter Bunny to drop by
on Good Friday morning,
please email info@assigi-
nack.ca with your name,
address and phone number. 

“He is looking at between
8 am to 10 am for his drive-
way visits,” Ms. White adds.
“He will also be depositing a
tiny bag at the end of  your
driveway, should you wish
that.”

For those who live out-
side of  Manitowaning, the
Easter Bunny will be at the
Information Booth on High-
way 6 from 10 to 11 am, wav-

ing at a socially acceptable
distance of  two metres and
will have a basket of  good-
ies nearby should you wish
to drive in and see him.

Assiginack is also host-
ing an Easter window deco-
rating contest and anything
goes so get creative. There
are great prizes to be won,
too. First place is $200; sec-
ond place is $150; and third
place is $100!

To enter the contest
please email info@assigi-
nack.ca or call 705-859-3196
with your name, address
and phone number by
Thursday, April 9. Winners
will be announced on Tues-
day, April 14.

Central Manitoulin has
also secured a coveted date
with the Easter Bunny for
Easter Sunday, April 12
when he will make an
appearance on Central
Manitoulin’s Facebook Live
featuring Manitoulin
Ontario Provincial Police
Constable Marie Ford.
There will also be some vis-
its made by the Easter Bun-
ny to residents’ driveways
or roads in the community.
The kids can wave to the

Easter Bunny from the win-
dow. Households with kids
ages eight and under should
ask about the Easter Bunny
driveway or road visits. The
number of  visits is limited
and co-ordinating with your
neighbours is recommend-
ed. Contact Marcus Mohr at
705-377-5726 or cen-
tralecdev@amtelecom.net 
by Friday, April 10 at 4:30
pm.

Central Manitoulin also
encourages you to get in the
spirit of  things with an
Easter colouring page that
can be found on Page 17 of
today’s paper.

In the Northeast Town,
the municipality is holding
an Easter decorating chal-
lenge. Decorate your yard
for Easter for a chance to
win a $100 Amazon gift
card. To register call 705-
368-2825 or email lhal-
laert@townofnemi.on.ca by
Thursday, April 9 at 3 pm.

There will also be an
Easter egg hunt in Little
Current. Five colourful two-
foot eggs will be hidden in
various locations around
Little Current so take a
stroll or drive around town

and try to find them. Once
you have, mark down the
location you found them,
their colour and submit to
either 705-368-2825 or email
lhallaert@townofnemi.on
.ca by Saturday, April 11 at 4
pm. A draw will then be
made for four Amazon gift
cards of  $25 each on Tues-
day, April 14 at 9 am.

Gore Bay will be decorat-
ed beautifully for Easter
and residents are encour-
aged to take a walk or drive
around to admire the deco-
rations.

Happy Easter!

...continued from page 3

...plenty of fun Easter activities on Manitoulin this year

video conferencing as much as possi-
ble.

“So our residents are still getting
their regular weekly checkups,” said
Ms. Beam.

Staff  and residents are having their
temperature taken twice a day, with
38°C acting as the case directive. One
of  the bonuses of  the lockdown
regime is that there are actually less
high temperatures than would nor-
mally be found among the population.
“Basically, nothing is getting in right
now and that is a very good thing,”
said Ms. Beam. “Right now I don’t
have anything in here.”

On the downside, the increased iso-
lation is having an impact on the resi-
dents’ mental health and well-being,
admitted Ms. Beam. But the Manor is
taking steps, along with great commu-
nity volunteers such as Wendy Gau-
thier and Linda Bowerman, to help
lighten any mental duress being felt
by the residents due to increased iso-
lation.

“Our activities co-ordinator Julie
(Omnet) has set up a Facebook page,
ManorResidents, where we can do vir-
tual meetings between our residents
and their families,” said Ms. Beam.
“That’s really one of  the hardest parts
for a lot of  our folks.”

A closed courtyard provides the
ability to get some fresh air safely iso-
lated from the general public and even
entertainment is close, but not too
close, at hand.

“We have some wonderful enter-
tainers who have volunteered to per-
form outside, up on a rise well away
from the residents but where they can
still hear the music,” she said.

The aforementioned volunteer
cadre have marshalled local children
to create a festive Easter montage,
‘Hop into Easter,’ on the lawns outside
the residence with displays and
posters and the residents have
responded in kind with window deco-
rations.

“Easter is going to be hard on a lot
of  the residents with families not able
to visit,” said Ms. Beam, but she said
the virtual connections are working
well and anyone is encouraged to pop
by virtually to set up a meeting, even
if  you don’t know any of  the resi-
dents. 

The Wikwemikong Nursing Home
made the national news recently with
a montage of  photos of  their residents
holding up signs thanking people for
keeping them safe.

Wikwemikong Nursing Home
administrator Cheryl Osawabine-
Peltier noted that all visitors are
restricted from the residence, with a
strict exception for palliative care.
“We (residents and staff) are trying to
keep busy and engaging in all kinds
of  stuff,” she said. Her facility also
shut its doors following the Ministry
of  Health directive on March 14.

“That includes our outside staff
such as physiotherapists and our
health professionals are doing virtual
examinations,” she said. “Staff  were
told ‘stay home.’ We are all under the
same rules—don’t even go to the gro-
cery store. We are ordering in gro-
ceries for the staff  with our suppliers.
You don’t need to be wandering
around a grocery store unless it is
absolutely necessary.”

The nursing home is also facilitat-
ing virtual visits and has been incor-

porating a lot of  hitherto unfamiliar
technology in order to maintain fami-
ly connections. 

“We are using Zoom (a popular
video conferencing platform)—oh-so
many Zoom meetings, I have never
had so many Zoom meetings—and
Facetime, Facebook Live,’ said Ms.
Osawabine-Peltier. “My assistant is
fairly young and she has hooked us up
with TikTok (a social media platform
very popular with youth).”

“Meeting the directives coming out
to protect nursing home residents is a
constantly moving target,” said Ms.
Osawabine-Peltier. “It is changing dai-
ly for long-term care.”

When it comes to new residents, the
home is accepting them, but while at
first they were told there was no need
for isolation, now the protocol is a full
14 days of  isolation.

A lot of  the new rules are very diffi-
cult to implement, Ms. Osawabine-
Peltier admitted. “Especially for the
residents with dementia and at meal-
time. They want to come in to the din-
ing room and it is hard to stop them.”

Ms. Osawabine-Peltier encouraged
those outside the residence who want
to help to write and connect through
letters. “Anything like that, kids send-
ing pictures, it really helps to lighten
the day. I was looking at an ‘adopt a
grandparent’ program I saw a while
back and maybe we can get that going
too. A lot of  our residents really enjoy
letter writing, so you could become a
pen pal to brighten someone’s day.”

The Expositor also reached out to
Jarlette Health Services, the company
that runs Manitoulin Lodge nursing
home in Gore Bay, but did not hear
back by press time Monday.

...long-term care homes are locked down
...continued from page 3



PAGE 10—THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR Wednesday, April 8, 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, it is extremely important that we 
continue to put the health and safety of YOU, 
our customers on Manitoulin Island, first. The 
M’Chigeeng Freshmart is an essential service 
that has put specific measures in place as 
it continues to provide you with all your 
shopping needs during this Pandemic.

DELIVERIES, CURBSIDE PICK-UP 
ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE NOW FOR 
ALL OF MANITOULIN ISLAND

Store Order/Delivery Hours: 
Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-5pm

Orders may be placed by calling 
Grocery Store 705-377-4345 (option #1) or
EMAIL: orders@mchigeengfreshmart.ca

The customers that are mobile may pick up 
their orders and pay at the assigned location 
at the Freshmart entrance.

For the elderly, vulnerable without 
transportation, orders will be delivered. 
The M’Chigeeng Freshmart will require the 
phone number that you can be reached at 
and your civic (911 #) address.
The customer will be notified of delivery time 
as soon as all the orders are coordinated. 

PAYMENT

Payment may be made with cash or a debit/
credit card at the store. Please confirm your 
method of payment when ordering.
All deliveries can be PAID with cash or a 
debit/credit card UPON DELIVERY.

404 HWY 551, M’CHIGEENG, ON • 705-377-4345

UPDATE
THE M’CHIGEENG FIRST FRESHMART IS CONTINUING TO DO THEIR UTMOST TO 
PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WITH THE SAFEST AND HEALTHIEST GROCERY SHOPPING 

EXPERIENCE ON MANITOULIN ISLAND. 

THE FRESHMART GROCERY STORE REMAINS OPEN WITH LIMITED ACCESS 

IN-STORE SHOPPING IS NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME; HOWEVER, CUSTOMERS ARE 
WELCOME TO UTILIZE OUR SAFE DELIVERY AND CURBSIDE PICK-UP SERVICES

 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

...risk of family violence increases during stressful times like these

condition is improving
after 14 days may return to
their usual activities but
continue to practice physi-
cal distancing.

If  someone with symp-
toms has to visit the emer-
gency department at the
hospital due to their condi-
tion becoming much
worse, they must call
ahead before entering the
facility so that staff  can
take appropriate precau-
tions.

Mr. Beckett has been in
self-isolation since he first
called the MHC self-assess-
ment line and was advised
to do so. He is living with
his daughter who has not
shown any symptoms to
date.

“I definitely think we
should be doing more test-

ing. How can we know that
there’s not any other cases
on the Island unless we
test?” he says.

The Expositor has con-
tacted the ministry of
Health for further clarifi-
cation on its testing poli-
cies, but due to the high
demand was unable to
receive comment by press
time Monday. 

Anyone on Manitoulin
Island who begins to feel
symptoms of  COVID-19
(mainly cough, shortness
of  breath, fever and some-
times a sore throat) should
stay at home and call the
MHC COVID-19 assess-
ment lines at 705-368-2300
for Little Current or 705-
377-5311 for Mindemoya.
Once on the phone, press 1,
then 4, then 1 again for the
assessment centre.

she said. In times like this, with families being forced to
stay out of  the community as much as possible, with lay-
offs and job uncertainties and tensions higher than nor-
mal, women know what they need to do to maintain their
safety, which is a frightening thing, Ms. Hall said.

According to the Gender and Disaster Network, follow-
ing Hurricane Andrew in 1992, calls to domestic abuse hot-
lines in the Miami area increased by 50 percent and more
than one-third of  1,400 people surveyed in the city report-
ed that someone in their home had either lost verbal or
physical control in the two months following the natural
disaster. Studies following Hurricane Katrina and the
floods of  Bangladesh show similar increased rates in inti-
mate partner violence. The pandemic and natural disas-
ters are similar in that there are increased rates of  isola-
tion, stressors and a decreased ability to seek help.
“Desperate times can trigger certain situations.”

If  women reach out to the MFR crisis line, via text or
telephone, there are still counsellors available to talk by
phone, Ms. Hall said.

The executive director said that while people don’t typi-
cally like to get involved in other people’s family lives, she
reiterated the fact that women and children are at a much
higher risk for domestic abuse in times of  community cri-
sis and urged neighbours or other family members to be
vigilant. “If  you have a concern, this may be the time to
reach out and report to police,” Ms. Hall said.

“We know that this will be a very violent time for indi-
viduals and that there will be people in their homes being
hurt,” she continued.

“There is room at the shelter and we have created a sys-
tem whereby we stay open to those at high risk,” Ms. Hall
added.

So far, MFR has not seen an increase in calls for domes-
tic violence, but they have fielded calls from women out-
side of  the region looking for a bed in the shelter for rea-
sons of  homelessness and shelters at capacity in their
area. In these cases, MFR staff  direct them to the appro-

priate resources in their area.
“Things are quiet, but it’s an eerie quiet,” Ms. Hall con-

tinued.
If  you or someone you know needs help, please call the

MFR crisis line at 1-800-465-6788 or 705-377-5160, text it at
705-968-0499 or, if  you are in immediate danger, call 9-1-1.

For a full list of  emergency numbers, please see the ad
on Page 19 of  this newspaper.

station.
The following day, Wednesday,

when the paper hits the newsstands,
Mr. Erskine and radio host Eric Hare
and technician Erica Hare connect by
telephone. Mr. Erskine reads the Eng-
lish version of  the news item, fol-
lowed immediately by Mr. Hare
speaking in Anishinaabemowin.
When Mr. Hare says “nahow (okay)”
that signals Mr. Erskine to continue
reading the news items.

“It seems to be working pretty slick
so far,” said Ms. Beam.

Ms. Beam notes that the newscast
helps move in the direction of  the UN
Declaration on the Rights of  Indige-
nous Peoples. “Indigenous people
have and need the right to be in con-
trol of  their own media,” she said.

The challenge for many Indigenous
communities is their relatively small

populations and the vast number of
individual dialects involved.

“Even here on Manitoulin Island
and along the North Shore there are
different ways of  speaking,” said Ms.
Beam. “Wiikwemkoong has their own
dialect, which is different than Sag-
amok or M’Chigeeng. There are a lot
of  variances.” So Gimaa Radio’s
reach, even though they are online,
tends to be very localized and involve
small audiences.

By having the news, local news,
broadcast in Anishinaabemowin Ms.
Beam said she hoped to encourage
more use of  the language in everyday
interactions and conversations. “We
are hoping to bring the language into
the community in a very relevant
way,” she said. “We are not seeing lan-
guage acquisition taking place in the
community, even though we have chil-
dren in language emersion, it seems
to be more linked to ceremony and

culture.”
Like Latin became?
“Yes, exactly,” she said. “We need to

build active speaking. We can’t just
leave it on the shelf.”

Despite being extremely wide-
spread for literally thousands of
years, Latin became an esoteric and
specialized language used primarily
for ceremony and, to some extent, sci-
entific discourse—soon to be sup-
planted by the more common tongues
in use. A case of  use it or lose it.

“We can’t allow ourselves to put it
(Anishinaabemowin) on the shelf  and
just take it down to dust it off  for cer-
emonies and special occasions,” she
said. “It has to be a living and breath-
ing thing.”

Part of  that endeavor is to harness
technology and incorporate it into the
process.

Gimaa Radio can be found online at
GimaaRadio.com.

...Gimaa Radio shares Anishinaabemowin news

...more COVID-19 testing

...continued from page 3
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Ontario provides electricity relief to
families, small businesses and farms
TORONTO—To support Ontarians through the rapidly
evolving COVID-19 situation, the Government of  Ontario
is providing immediate electricity rate relief  for families,
small businesses and farms paying time-of-use hydro
rates. 

For a 45-day period, the government is working to sus-
pend time-of-use electricity rates, holding electricity
prices to the off-peak rate of  10.1 cents per kilowatt-hour.
This reduced price will be available 24 hours per day, sev-
en days a week to all time-of-use customers, who make up
the majority of  electricity consumers in the province. By
switching to a fixed off-peak rate, time-of-use customers
will see rate reductions of  over 50 percent compared to on-
peak rates.

To deliver savings as quickly and conveniently as possi-
ble, this discount will be applied automatically to electric-
ity bills without the need for customers to fill out an appli-
cation form.

“During this unprecedented time, we are providing
much-needed relief  to Ontarians, specifically helping
those who are doing the right thing by staying home and
small businesses that have closed or are seeing fewer cus-
tomers,” said Premier Doug Ford. “By adopting a fixed,
24/7 off-peak rate, we are making things a little easier dur-
ing these difficult times and putting more money in peo-
ple’s pockets for other important priorities and necessi-
ties.”

The Government of  Ontario issued an Emergency
Order under the Emergency Management and Civil Pro-
tection Act to apply the off-peak time-of-use electricity
rate for residential, small business and farm customers
who currently pay time-of-use rates.

“Ontario is fortunate to have a strong electricity system
we can rely on during these exceptional times, and our
government is proud to provide additional relief  to Ontar-
ians who are doing their part to stay home,” said Greg
Rickford, minister of  Energy, Northern Development and
Mines.

“We thank the Ontario Energy Board and our partners
at local distribution companies across the province for
taking quick action to make this change and provide
immediate support for hard-working people of  Ontario,”
said Bill Walker, associate minister of  Energy. 



physician at the hospital’s
temporary sub-acute care
centre (SCC) which is set up
at the Little Current-How-
land Recreation Centre.

The base for these con-
traptions is a full-face
snorkel mask. The entire
face area is enclosed and
there are separate internal
chambers for mouth/nose
and the remainder of  the
face. A built-in snorkel
extends out of  the top of  the
mask to a top-mounted
intake.

“The advantage of  this is
it’s all a one-way system.
There’s three one-way
valves in here,” said Mr.
Cranston.

Just as purpose-built oxy-
gen masks have reservoirs
between the oxygen supply
and the patient, so too do
these masks. Oxygen is
brought in through the
snorkel, stored in a reser-
voir around the eyes and
inhaled through a one-way
valve into a chamber
around the mouth and nose.
Exhaust air is exhaled
through another one-way
valve out the front of  the
mask. 

It is important to note
that the snorkel mask tech-
nique has not been tested
for its efficacy, nor has it
been approved by Health
Canada. However, given the
unprecedented circum-
stances, Dr. Bedard said it
was a lot better than noth-
ing. 

Dr. Bedard said the
masks could also be useful
for care staff  because the
same ‘barrierbac’ filter that
would be put on patients’

exhalation valves could be
attached to the air intake.
Since it is at the top of  the
snorkel tube, all incoming
air for the physician would
be up and away from the
patient’s face. 

Dr. Bedard and Mr.
Cranston believe hospital
staff  could also wear N95
respirator masks under-
neath the snorkel mask as
an extra layer of  protection.
Mr. Cranston experimented
with wearing an old surgi-
cal mask under the snorkel
setup and said it still per-
formed as designed.

Using the modified
snorkel masks will hopeful-
ly extend the lifespan of

personal protective equip-
ment such as N95 masks.
Last week, MHC emergency
preparedness committee
representative Dr. Mauri-
anne Reade issued a call for
physicians to save their
N95s in biohazard bags
pending the possible imple-
mentation of  sterilizing
techniques.

Each of  the replaceable
barrierbac filters can be
used for 24 hours and are
easy to change once their
useful life has expired.
Because the masks them-
selves are designed for
snorkelling, they can be
submerged in a tub of
soapy water and scrubbed

to kill the virus. 
Mr. Cranston said he was

still investigating whether
or not the masks could be
sanitized using UV light or
whether it would harm the
plastic, but he suspected
that the masks’ intended
purpose of  outdoor
snorkelling would likely
mean they use UV-safe plas-
tic. 

A spin-off  benefit of  the
snorkel mask setup is that it
prevents the wearer from
accidentally touching their
face, which is one of  the
main ways the virus is
presently known to enter
one’s body. 

One issue Mr. Cranston
was still working on at the
time of  his brief  demon-
stration was creating a
good seal for mask users
with glasses. For users
without glasses, though,
Mr. Cranston demonstrated
the natural tight seal of  the
mask. With his assistant Dr.
Bedard plugging the intake
hole, no air could be heard
seeping through and the
mask was suctioned tightly
to Mr. Cranston’s face.

Those leading the Mani-
toulin Island COVID-19
effort have placed an order
for 40 snorkel masks which
will be retrofitted for use if
and when traditional oxy-
gen delivery options cannot
keep up with demand. 
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This coming Wednesday, April 8 at 7 pm 
on The Manitoulin Expositor’s 

Facebook page

Hear about strategies to manage 
mental health and family violence during 

the challenging times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Psychologist Brad Hempel 
and 

mental health counsellor Delaney Campbell, 
both from Noojmowin Teg Health Centre, 

will be sharing their expertise and
answering some audience questions.

Ask your questions in the live stream comment section. 
You may also send in your questions anonymously in 

advance or during the broadcast to
editor@manitoulin.ca.

Perivale Gallery

2020 art workshops

Paintings • Sculpture • Pottery • Jewellery • Photography
OPEN FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY FROM MAY 15 - JUNE 15
THEN DAILY TO SEPTEMBER 20, 10AM - 5PM
705-210-0290 • www.perivalegallery.com

The Jewel in the Lotus: Connecting to your 
Creativity Through Gentle Yoga, Art, and Poetry 

June 12, 13, 14 with Kim Fahner and Willa Paterson
Join ekphrastic poet, Kim Fahner, and yoga teacher and 
poet, Willa Paterson, as they weave yoga, art, and poetry 
together in a way that will help you to unleash your cre-
ative side. This workshop will involve you in the physical 
movement of a gentle yoga practice so that you can step 
more freely into your own creativity, opening yourself up 

to write a few poems that are inspired by the beauty of the 
visual art at the Gallery. All levels welcome. 

 Fibre, fabric & Stitch - Mixed Media Landscapes 
June 19, 20, 21 with Catherine Timm

Learn new techniques while building your interpretation of 
a scene, or if you are a free spirit, this class can be used to 
discover and explore the artist within.  Using fibre, texture, 
embellishments (that you will create) fabric adhesive, and 
quilting (machine or hand) you will create your individual 

art piece.  Be prepared to break the rules and colour 
outside the lines.

Inside Out 
June 26, 27, 28 with Barry Bowerman

 Bring a project that you currently have underway or 
start a new one.  Apply the basic principles while being 

inspired by the beauty of our surroundings.  Weather-per-
mitting, the intention is to spend time outdoors painting 
plein air and observing firsthand the subtle differences 

in the colours in the landscape near and in the distance.  
Uncooperative weather will not stop us from practicing the 
approach to plein air painting (i.e. composition, acknowl-

edging the subtle differences in colour to create the sense 
of distance). Choose your medium. All levels welcome.

37 Minute Quickies 
July 3, 4, 5 with Cathy Boyd 

Let’s get loose! In just a mere 37 minutes you can create 
a vibrant, expressive painting that is fresh and charming. 

Learn how painting quickly frees you from past tendencies 
to overwork your paintings, resulting in muddy colours. 

Painting quickly is fun and what a great way to build your 
inventory in preparation for a showing of your art. Step out 

of your comfort zone and let’s paint up a storm!

Paint like Tom Thomson & The Group of Seven 
July 17, 18, 19 with Mark Hope

Learn how Tom Thomson and the Group of Seven painted 
the northern landscape using colour, shape, style and 

concepts, pushing to find your own creative voice. These 
guys painted outdoors - so with weather permitting, our 
last day will be outdoors to test our newfound skills.  We 
will learn how to edit and simplify, to paint with passion 
in preparation for that final day. You will leave with a few 
finished pieces that will make you proud.  Oils or acrylics 

welcome.  All levels welcome.

Paint like Tom Thomson & The Group of Seven 
July 24, 25, 26 with Mark Hope

Learn how Tom Thomson and the Group of Seven painted 

the northern landscape using colour, shape, style and 
concepts, pushing to find your own creative voice. These 
guys painted outdoors - so with weather permitting, our 
last day will be outdoors to test our newfound skills.  We 
will learn how to edit and simplify, to paint with passion 
in preparation for that final day. You will leave with a few 
finished pieces that will make you proud.  Oils or acrylics 

welcome.  All levels welcome.

Into the Woods: Woodblock Printing & Forest Bathing 
Aug 7, 8, 9 with Sarah Earley

Find inspiration in nature while experiencing the mindful 
Japanese practice of forest bathing. On our walks we will 

gather plants to create natural dyes to colour and add 
natural markings to your woodblock prints. Woodblock 

printing is an ancient process that has been employed by 
artists around the world for more than a 1000 years. Par-
ticipants will learn about the required materials and tools, 

how to safely and effectively use them to cut an image into 
the woodblock, while creating their own set of beautiful 

woodblock prints. All levels.

Taking Down Limits 
Aug 14, 15, 16 with Lauren Satok

 Lauren’s 3 day painting workshop is about seeing the 
accidents as beautiful new spaces. How can we let go of 
our usual way of composing to develop new spaces and 
forms. It is landscape based so we will interact with our 
environment to inspire a more intimate connection to our 

paint and canvases. All levels welcome. Be ready to sketch 
outdoors and bring those quick studies back to the studio.

When Water Meets Sky- Capturing the Light of 
Manitoulin 

Aug 21, 22, 23 with Lisa Free
 On the world’s largest freshwater island, learn how to 

create layers of depth with colour from subtle dark to light 
to achieve a luminous quality to your waterscapes and 
achieve a beautiful illusion of sparkle. Oil or acrylic. All 

levels.                                                

Wheale’s Approach to Painting 
Sept 11, 12, 13 with Ivan Wheale

Choose your muse and your medium and explore the 
creative process, how we see what is and what may 

become. Bring ideas, reference materials and an open 
mind. All levels.

Stop Them In Their Tracks:  Composition 101 
Sept 18, 19, 20 with Cathy Boyd

What makes you stop to look at a painting in a gallery or 
museum? Most often it is the composition. A good com-
position can grab the viewer’s attention and hold it until 
they have fully experienced the beauty or intent of your 
painting. Composition is a big part of what makes your 

painting eye-catching, dynamic, soothing, disorienting or 
insightful. Learn and put into practice the various ways you 

can compose your painting to stop them in their tracks. 
Make it memorable. 

Our 3 day weekend workshops run from 9:30 – 3:30 and are held at the Spring Bay
Community Centre in Spring Bay, right in the centre of Manitoulin Island.

To register, first email your intention to reserve a spot & then send a cheque to Perivale Gallery,
Box 58, Spring Bay, ON, P0P 2B0, or an e-transfer to Perivale Gallery perivalegallery@gmail.com

3 day workshop fee: $195 (inc. HST) if you register before May 1. After May 1 fee is $215 (inc. HST)
Registration is limited and is complete when payment is made. 

For more information and registration, please contact Shannon 
perivalegallery@gmail.com • 705-210-0290

...Island paramedic re-engineers snorkel masks to  protect front line medical staff
...continued from page 1

Paramedic turned inventer Bill Cranston discusses the system he
re-engineered to help protect frontline workers.

The yellow mask is for patient use, with a hose for oxygen, while the
black mask is for physician use with a filter attached.

photos by Warren Scholte



UNDER PROVINCIAL ORDER
All playgrounds, sports fields, basketball and tennis courts, 
off-leash dog parks, beaches, skateboard and BMX parks, 
picnic areas, outdoor community gardens, park shelters, 
outdoor exercise equipment, condo parks and gardens, 

among other outdoor recreational amenities are CLOSED.

This includes Low Island and the Cup and Saucer Trail.
We appreciate your co-operation.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR RESIDENTS
In order to help our residents, the Town is

extending the due date on all current and future charges for water/sewer and taxes 
for 90 days, the new due date will be June 30th, with no interest being charged on 

balances from March 31st to June 30th .

Doubling the base amount of water permitted to be used from 45m3 to 90m3 per 
billing period (3 month period)  

And 
Suspending all new tax registrations for the next three months.

Please contact Sheryl Wilkin, Treasurer for any financial questions you may have.
705-368-3500 ext 222

Please follow us on Facebook and check our website for updates. 
www.townofnemi.on.ca

PUBLIC  NOTICE
COVID-19 IS REAL 
AND IT IS HERE… 

PLEASE, HELP STOP THE SPREAD
Stay at home and respect social distancing 

if you do need to go out.
It is the responsibility of every one of us to take control of our actions 

to protect ourselves and our families.

WAYS TO HELP STOP THE SPREAD:
Wash your hands 

Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze
Do not touch your face

Clean and disinfect all areas

 IF YOU HAVE BEEN OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY 
SELF-ISOLATE, THIS IS THE ONLY WAY WE ARE GOING TO WIN.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
Due to the ever-changing environment 

that we are all dealing with,

Council meetings will be held every 
Tuesday Night at 7:00 pm via Zoom Video

Meeting # 489 313 1974
Or call 1-587-328-1099

Please be advised regular protocol will be in place and members of 
the public will not have the ability to make comment or ask questions 

during the meeting.

Your Family of

Pharmacies

LITTLE CURRENT
41 MEREDITH ST. E.
705-368-2530

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY SERVICES AVAILABLE!
MINDEMOYA
11 YONGE ST.
705-377-5411

MANITOWANING
147 ARTHUR ST.
705-859-2323

Refill your prescriptions from 
your phone or computer!

Guardian Pharmacy would like to ensure the 
health and safety of our customers 

as well as our staff. 

If you are feeling sick please stay at home. 

Please call in advance for your 
prescriptions/orders to eliminate wait time 

in the store and inquire about home delivery. 
Please note there is an in-store limit of 5 

customers at a time.

Happy Easter
We have a variety of 
easter items in stock.
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“Certainly, water levels
are high,” Frank Segle-
nieks, water resources
engineer with Environ-
ment Canada, said in a
Thursday interview.
“Unlike last year where
other Great Lakes hit
records, Lakes Michigan-
Huron didn’t.”

Lake Huron was eight
centimetres above the
record high in January, 14
centimetres above the
record high in February
and eight centimetres
above the record high in
March. 

Lake Huron is “a full 90
centimetres above aver-
age—that is pretty crazy,”
Mr. Seglenieks admits.

“Moving forward, this is
when we typically see a
rise,” he continued. “If  we
see our typical rise, from
now to mid-summer, we
will be in record territo-
ry.”

Mr. Seglenieks said a
‘typical rise’ is between 25
and 30 centimetres, but
that all depends on the
amount of  precipitation
Lake Huron will see
between now and June.

He noted that snow was
“relatively average” for
Lakes Michigan-Huron
this year, but due to
warmer temperatures,
precipitation often fell in
the form of  rain, which
helped to raise levels over
the winter months.

Mr. Seglenieks said he
and his fellow Environ-
ment Canada engineers
are concerned about what
is yet to come.

“We’re trying to get the
word out that people
should be prepared, espe-
cially during high winds.
High water, combined
with storm events, can
mean increased flooding
and erosion.”

Mr. Seglenieks said
Environment Canada has
been reaching out to
regional conservation
authorities, those with
“boots on the ground,” to
help spread the word. 

On Manitoulin, the
“boots on the ground”
organization is Mani-
toulin Streams whose
project manager Seija
Deschenes offered some
advice for Islanders on
dealing with high water.

“Manitoulin Streams
would like for people to be
aware of  the higher water
levels especially as fami-
lies are trying to get out-
doors during self-isola-
tion,” Ms. Deschenes told
The Expositor. “Higher
water levels may cause
additional erosion along
the river banks or shore-
lines and we wouldn’t
want anyone slipping into
the cold water.”

“Higher water levels
and stresses put on our
local watersheds from cli-
mate change reinforces
that our restoration work
is extremely important,”
she continued. “We appre-
ciate the continued com-
munity support toward
our restoration efforts. A
lot of  spawning occurs
during in the spring (rain-
bow trout, walleye, etc.).
Preventing erosion and

sedimentation from occur-
ring over critical spawn-
ing grounds is important
otherwise the sediment
will cover the fish eggs
and could impact their
survivability.” 

Ms. Deschenes offered
the following tips for those
looking at ways to help
prevent erosion from
occurring along their
waterfront properties:
“We would suggest plant-
ing trees or shrubs along
the shoreline so that the
roots take hold and keep
the soil in place. The trees
are also great at absorbing
nutrients (phosphorus,
nitrogen, potassium etc.)
before it enters the water
system.”

In the Northeast Town,
council approved FedNor
funding of  $196,500 to
allow dockage to continue
at its downtown Little
Current piers.

The climate adaptation
funds will be used to raise
the dock at the weir to
accommodate cruise ship
tenders (although the
municipality does not
expect any this year
because of  the COVID-19
pandemic), raise the dock
in front of  Wally’s Dock
Service (on the downtown
dock) for fuel service, pur-
chase pedestals and
upgrade the electrical to
accommodate high water,
install new ramps for all
five finger docks, and
place stone along the dock
edge to control wave
action and prevent ero-
sion.

...record high water levels expected
...continued from page 1



Protecting our staff and customers 
from COVID-19COVID-19
Here’s what we are doing to keep our community safe:

We have assigned a dedicated sanitization clerk who is cleaning 
high traffic store areas 4 x per day and some areas after every 
use. We are also frequently cleaning checkouts, pin pads, cart 
handles, baskets, and door handles.  As well, we have brought in 
2 portable hand washing stations.

We have created a seniors (65+) and customers with disabilities 
shopping time from 7 am to 8 am daily (until further notice). At 8 
am, the store opens for regular business.

Sanitization

Senior Shopping
An in store customer limit of 15 customers has been 
established.

Customer Limit

Max 
15

We are encouraging customers to keep a distance of 6 feet 
from each other, we have installed floor markers to indicate the 
6ft mark throughout the store. We are also installing plexiglass 
shields at each of our registers as both an employee and 
customer safety precaution. 

Social Distancing

6 ft.

We thank all our customers for their patience and respect 
during this time. Our staff is truly working around the clock 
to make sure products are available and to ensure the store 
is sanitized.

Please stay home if you are feeling ill and help us and our 
community stay healthy and safe.

40 MEREDITH ST. EAST, 
LITTLE CURRENT  

705-368-0617
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provincial governments in
an effort to reducing the
spread of  COVID-19.”

Another controversial
topic has been whether sea-
sonal residents should be
allowed to visit their Mani-
toulin properties, when
their permanent addresses
are located elsewhere. On
March 27, Ontario Premier
Doug Ford said mayors

from rural Ontario, espe-
cially in ‘cottage country,’
were having a hard time
supporting their year-
round residents when sea-
sonal visitors come to town.

“The retail stores don’t
have the vital essentials to
keep the people that live up
there all year round (sup-
plied), and also the hospi-
tals—they don’t have the
capacity we do in urban set-
tings,” said Premier Ford,
who added that he was per-
sonally staying away from
his Muskoka cottage. 

Public health officials

have also been urging peo-
ple to stay at their perma-
nent residences to help con-
tain the spread of  the virus,
including federal Chief
Public Health Officer
Theresa Tam.

But while these are logi-
cal viewpoints that should
be followed to avoid spread-
ing the virus and further
straining the health sys-
tem, many cottagers have
rejected those pleas and

vowed to come to their sea-
sonal residences anyhow.
Under Ontario’s state of
emergency declaration as it
currently stands, there is
no way of  enforcing season-
al residents to stay put
despite Canada’s chief  pub-
lic health officer urging
everyone to remain at their
main homes.

“Right now, staying (at a
primary residence) is vol-
untary and we’re hoping
people will pay attention to
it. I believe a lot of  them
will but these are interest-
ing times and it’s becoming

clear that people can spread
this virus without showing
signs or symptoms. If
you’re feeling good, you’d
feel like you could go to the
cottage but that can be real-
ly dangerous,” said Town-
ship of  Billings Mayor Ian
Anderson.

“Not a single leader any-
where in the world wants to
discourage tourism and
hurt the local economy,”
said Mayor Anderson. “We

have simply been enforcing
what the federal and
provincial governments
have been telling people for
weeks; that is, to stay with-
in their principal residence
and follow all (physical dis-
tancing) guidelines.”

A recent meeting of  the
Manitoulin Municipal
Association revealed
strong agreement among
Island communities that
seasonal residents should
avoid visiting Manitoulin
until public health officials
say it is safe to do so.

...continued from page 8

...Swing bridge can’t be closed to deny people Island access

Even the Little Current waterfront, part of the Northeast Town’s trails system has been closed.
Photo by Alicia McCutcheon



Councillor Cook said she still has a concern about the
interest rate and said she would like to revisit a motion
she made at a previous meeting to put a moratorium on
water rates interest, which had been defeated at that time.

“We looked at it from the point that we don’t want to
disadvantage anyone who’s already paid their taxes,” the
CAO said.

“I’m just very happy we’re doing something for the
taxpayers,” Councillor Cook responded.

“What about the extra amount of  water being put into
the lagoon?” Councillor Koehler asked.

“It won’t change dramatically,” Mr. Williamson
responded, adding that the municipality is prepared to
undertake an early discharge.

It was decided that the start date for non-accumulating
interest would be in effect as of  the meeting date, March
31.

FedNor funding
Council received word that it had received $196,500 in

FedNor funding for climate adaptation, which will be
used toward downtown dock infrastructure to maintain
access during times of  high water levels.

A motion was made to approve the funding. (Please see
more on high water levels on Page 1 of  this newspaper.)

Mayor’s update
Mayor MacNevin shared that he and Mr. Williamson

have been involved with weekly phone calls with the
Island emergency health committee comprised of
municipalities, First Nations and other community
health organizations.

The mayor noted the hospital’s personal protective
equipment (PPE) drive, the need for test kits and spoke
of  the two COVID-19 assessment centres.

The mayor told council he also sits in on a weekly Pub-
lic Health and Sudbury District meeting.

“I think all of  us can be helpful in turning people to
the Expositor who will pair people up with volunteers,”
Mayor MacNevin said of  the community’s vulnerable
citizens. “We have also released some press releases
when there is new information.”

Councillor Cook asked at what point does a municipal-
ity declare a state of  emergency.

The mayor explained it’s a tricky question to answer
but that such a declaration needs to be made by the may-
or in conjunction with other community services and, of
course, council.

“We would do so if  there were not sufficient resources
to manage the state we’re in,” he explained. “I would say
we’re not in a state to not be able to handle what’s hap-
pening, but as soon as that does happen, we would con-
sult the emergency planning people.”

Staff  report
Mr. Williamson reminded council that municipal staff

are working in ‘pods,’ which means no mingling of
Sheguiandah and Little Current public works crews or
‘upstairs and downstairs’ municipal staff  in the down-
town Little Current municipal office.

He again noted that roads, garbage and water are the
Northeast Town’s priority and, as such, the landfill
hours have been extended to Sundays effective immedi-
ately. The extended hours are designed to help people
social distance with their choice of  three landfill days
per week (Tuesdays and Saturdays are the other days).
Mr. Williamson noted that at this point, there has been
no issue with people gathering together at the landfill.

Additional bins have also been placed in the down-
town core.

“It’s spring so we’re dealing with ‘percolating’ roads,”
the CAO said.

He noted that all the parks and trails in the municipal-
ity are now closed by provincial order, including the Cup
and Saucer, which encourages visitors to stay away.

Mr. Williamson spoke about the issues with the down-
town Little Current sewage lift station which saw both
pumps fail due to residents flushing improper items such
as wipes, gloves and paper towels.

Councillor Ferguson commended staff  for ensuring

that essential services in the municipal are being looked
after to the highest standard during this time. “I’m happy
we’ve taken the stand that we’re going above and beyond.
Great job, thank you.”
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FOR MORE GREAT DEALS
SEE PAGE 2!

ANDY’S EXTRA SPECIAL

SAVE 15% ON BLACK 
EARTH ORGANIC SOIL 

FOR OUTDOOR 
GARDENING

ACE HARDWARE

...Northeast Town Council Notes
...continued from page 6



Highway 6, Manitowaning 
705-859-3105 • Fax: 705-859-2006 
Email: sales.manmil@eastlink.ca

DRIVE-THRU PICK-UP AVAILABLE
STORE CLOSED TO WALK-IN CUSTOMERS

Please call ahead (during our identified store hours) 
and we will put the order together for pick-up at the 

store entrance or in the parking lot.

If you have internet access, visit homehardware.ca 
to get the item SKU#. Then give us a call with your list 

and we will gladly prepare your order.

TWO EASY WAYS TO PLACE ORDERS:
Call 705-859-3105

Email sales.manmil@eastlink.ca

Store Hours:
8 am to 5 pm Mondays to Fridays
CLOSED Saturdays and Sunday
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...Taking care of mental health during a pandemic
manage their mental health. The service is
run by the Canadian Mental Health Associ-
ation and also offers personal coaching
grounded in cognitive behavioural therapy.

Having people in close domestic quar-
ters can also lead to increased family ten-
sions over time. Family violence is never
acceptable and there are resources for
those who become victims of  this behav-
iour.

Manitoulin Family Resources runs a 24-
hour crisis line for women at 1-800-465-6788

and there is a North American assaulted
women’s help line at 1-866-863-0511. Sup-
port for male victims of  domestic violence
can be found through the Canadian Centre
for Men and Families at MenAndFami-
lies.org.

Elder Abuse Ontario runs a Seniors
Safety Line which connects older adults
who are being abused or at risk of  being
abuse with service providers. It also offers
general information for family members
and seniors and can be reached at 1-866-299-
1011.

...continued from page 5

Island communities show their hearts

Across Mindemoya hearts bloomed from so many windows. These are just a very few that were captured
by The Expositor on patrol.

Through the streets and backroads of Little Current, from businesses to private homes, the hearts on 
display demonstrate an undaunted community spirit.

photos by Alicia McCutcheon

Sheguiandah sheds bloomed
red and blue with signs of
encouragement.

The hearts beat loudly in the streets of Manitowaning, where 
community spirit has long been at the core of the town.
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the Spread
COVID-19
can be deadly. 
Stay home. 
Save lives.
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Wishes Good Luck To All in the 
Easter Egg Hunt Contest! 

 

 

Northern Ontario’s largest provider of security, 
smart home, video and access solutions 

 
www.truesteel.com  1-800-667-5919 

KAT’S PET SUPPLIES

Kat’s Pet Supplies would like to 
thank everyone for their continuing support 
during these trying times. We strive to serve 
you to the best of our ability. 

Dogs, cats, small animals & aquatic
2222 HWY 551, Mindemoya

HAPPY 
Easter

OPEN from 9 am to 4 pm 
  Closed Thursday and Sunday

705-377-4744
Visit Kat’s Pet Supplies on Facebook

EASTER WINDOW DECORATING CONTEST
 You have to decorate your window any way you want 

with the theme of Easter. 

1st place $200, 2nd place $150 and 3rd place $100

To enter you need to email info@assiginack.ca 
or call 708 859 3196.

Give name, address and phone number.  
You must enter by April 9th. 

THE EASTER BUNNY THE EASTER BUNNY 
IS COMING TO MANITOWANING IS COMING TO MANITOWANING 
ON FRIDAY, APRIL 10ON FRIDAY, APRIL 10THTH 

He is very aware of the social 
distancing measures in place and is only 
going to visit from the end of your drive-
way. If you would like the Easter Bunny 
to drop by, email info@assiginack.ca with 
your name, address and phone number.  
If you live outside of the village, the 
Easter Bunny will be at the Information 
Booth from 10 am to 11 am waving at a 
socially acceptable distance of 2 metres 
and will have a basket of goodies, 
separate from him should you wish 

to drive in. 

TOWNSHIP OF 
ASSIGINACK

Cele�aCele�ate Ea�er with us!Cele�ate Ea�er with us!
The Annual Easter egg hunt has been cancelled 
but here are a couple events to brighten your spirits.

NEMI EASTER DECORATING CHALLENGENEMI EASTER DECORATING CHALLENGE
Decorate your yard for Easter for a chance to win a $100 Amazon Gift Card.
Call 705-368-2825 or email lhallaert@townofnemi.on.ca 

to register by April 9 at 3pm

EASTER EGG HUNT IN LITTLE CURRENTEASTER EGG HUNT IN LITTLE CURRENT

that have been placed in various places. 

note where they are located and the color of the egg in that location.

TO REGISTER:
Email lhallaert@townofnemi.on.ca 

or send message to Town of Northeastern Manitoulin 
and the Island Facebook Page

Happy Easter
Joyeuses Pâques 

1-855-297-4200

Carol Hughes, MP/députée 
Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing

1-800-831-1899 

Michael Mantha, MPP/député 
Algoma-Manitoulin

Legion headquarters announces $3 million for its branches
OTTAWA—In an unprece-
dented move, the Legion’s
national headquarters will
release a total of  three mil-
lion dollars to help strug-
gling branches in the wake
of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Dominion Command
executive council made a
landmark decision to
release the funds from the
Legion’s national reserves
in order to provide branch
emergency funds—non-
repayable grants—to
branches that are suffering
across the country. These
are not Poppy Funds, which
cannot be used for branch
operations.

“Despite the current
challenges, our incredible
members and branches are
doing incredible volunteer
work,” says Dominion Pres-
ident Thomas D. Irvine.
“Our communities need
them and we want to do
everything we can to help
them help others.”

The funds will be man-
aged through the Legion’s
provincial/territorial com-
mands and via internation-
al zones. The initial total
amount transferred to
regions next week will be
equivalent to $1,000 per
branch, and the specific
amounts disbursed directly

to branches will be based
on individual need. Com-
mands and zones will be
required to inform Domin-
ion Command on how funds
were distributed.

The Legion has more
than 1,300 branches across
the country.

The Legion thanks Cana-
dians for their support of

veterans, their families,
and our communities dur-
ing this challenging time.

Those who might wish to
join our nation-wide group
of  generous volunteers can
become a member of  the
Legion and help support
their efforts. Join online
at Legion.ca/join-us. 

Advice from the ages
A wise message scrawled onto the sidewalk in Little Current is
derived from an ancient Persian adage that is very relevant
today. People on physical distancing strolls through town would
do well to remember that advice during these times.



40 MEREDITH ST. EAST, 
LITTLE CURRENT

705-368-0617

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER!

Supporting our essential service workers
New store hours exclusively for essential service workers

7 pm to 8:30 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Thank you to all our Health Care workers, 
First Responders Front Line and Essential Workers 

for all you are doing.

 
indiandayschools.com 1.888.221.2898

 
Let’s take this next step together.

 

 Federal Indian Day Schools  
Federal Day Schools
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Since we sadly will not be able to travel
to the Island for Easter this year, we want-
ed to share a smile with Grandma and Papa
Nancy and Grant Moggy in Tehkummah,
and Great Papa and Great Grandma Reg
and Noreen Leeson in South Baymouth.

Your grandson Emmet wanted you to
know how much he misses you all the way
from South River, Ontario and to share a
few of  the things he loves about visiting his
Manitoulin Island family.

I love Grandma because she’s super nice
and has lots of  LEGO for me to play with.

I love Papa because he’s the best fisher-
man and makes the best fish dinner.

I love Great Grandma because she makes
the best cookies and treats for us. And my
brother Elliot says she makes the best buns
ever!

I love Great Papa because he takes us for
fun rides on his boat and he is very funny.

Wishing everyone a safe and Happy East-
er. Hope to see you all soon!

Love Emmet Leeson Moggy and fam-
ily, brother Elliot and Mom and Dad,

Jennifer and Darren Moggy
South River, Ontario A picture for his grandparents by Emmet Leeson

Moggy of South River.

Some of  the sidewalk
art I’ve been doing when
out getting some fresh
air.

A heart with all my
first grade students‘
(LCPS) names. I miss
them greatly. 

We will get through
this, Manitoulin!
Melissa Volpini

Little Current

Share your message of
encouragement with us!

Email editor@
manitoulin.ca or call 

705-368-2744
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YOU ARE NOT ALONE

If you, or someone 
you know is being hurt,
you STILL have supports!

During the pandemic 
of COVID-19

Assaulted Women’s Helpline 1-866-863-0511
Talk4Healing    1-855-554-HEAL
Fem’aide     1-877-336-2433
Manitoulin Northshore Victim Services     
      1-866-392-7733 
          or 705 370-3378
Manitoulin Family Resources/Haven House    
Shelter and Crisis Line  1-800-465-6788
               or 705 377-5160
           or text 705 968-0499
MFR Food Bank           705 368-3400  
      ext. 242
Police non-emergency line  1-888-310-1122
Police Emergency   9-1-1
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Tehkummah Talk and Times
Control

If  we could hold on to our tomorrows
Without destroying our todays,
For in constancy
There is no guarantee.
With our loneliness disposed of
In simple handy ways,
For these troubling thoughts
Quite often follow me.
I wouldn’t have to face the sadness
Or riddles to resolve,
No safety net, when love
Just hangs around.
Our choices not our own, we find

When we are sorrow bound,
We’re born for love, so
Odds against us isn’t fair.
To give life up for freedom
Only causes pain.
The mystery of  life
That I must solve
Could make us more aware.
Would we gain control again?
- Pat Hall, 2018

Day 15: Monday, March 30. All of  a sudden last evening
I realized that the paranoia has caught up to me when I
realized I wanted the neighbour out of  the house quickly.

And as I have been doing, swabbed the door handles down.
As it seemingly comes closer to us, but then, I listened to
the news which for me at the best of  times is a no-no!

Then I coughed on the phone and Susan (sis) figured I
was on my way out?!

Angie was good enough to deliver my fax out to The
Expositor for me.

A lovely, long phone chat with Kim and Kathy. They are
both still working and very cheery sounding. Sherry has
been delivering fresh bread around. I had a fresh bread
toasted hamburger for lunch.

Day 16: Tara picked up mushrooms for me and Sherry
picked up groceries in Manitowaning. I’m eating well as

...continued on page 23



Private Word Classifieds: $8.00 for 25 Words + .10 per additional word
Business Word Classifieds: $28.00 for 25 Words + .40 per additional word 

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PREPAID - CHEQUE OR CREDITCARD
All Word classifieds are now online at www.manitoulin.ca
Births Announcements (Text Only) : FREE (Photo add $15)

DEADLINE ~ FRIDAY AT 4:00 PM 
For additional information on Display Advertising

please call Robin Burridge
Sales Manager at (705) 368-2744

servicesgservicesgservicesg servicesg

RON MILLER
Refrigeration, Air Conditioning 

and Propane
Commercial • Residential

Furnaces, Boilers, Propane Water Tanks
& Stoves, Air Exchangers, Make-up Air

Units Also Exhaust Fans, 
Lic. Duct Work by John Saul

Cooling Manitoulin Since 2000

Cell: 705-282-4601
402 Fox Tower Road, Gore Bay

134afreon@gmail.com
Fully Insured

s~ = c � ��o$� 22• • 33 � � }
The Manitoulin Expositor P.O. Box 369, Little Current, ON   P0P 1K0  

Telephone: (705) 368-2744   Fax: (705) 368-3822 email: expositor@manitoulin.ca

servicesgservicesg

• Furnaces 
• Geo-Thermal
• Air Exchangers
• Stoves & Fireplaces
• Cottage Service
• Radiant Floor Heating
• Propane Fridges

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

705-377-6380

TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

Propane & Natural Gas 
Sales-Service-Installation

www.progasenergy.com

Serving Manitoulin Island since 2001

R. MacLean Farrier
Corrective, Hot and Cold Shoeing and

Trimming Over 35 Years Experience

Rod MacLean
Box 61, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4W3

905-955-0417
rh.hammer@hotmail.com

0. BOND & SONS
Licensed Plumbers& Suppliers

*All plumbing 
installations

repairs and suppliers  

Manitoulin 
Plumbing Specialists

for over 80 years

Mindemoya 705-377-5335

MOORE’S
24 HR TOWING & RECOVERY

RON VANRAES - OWNER/OPERATOR

705-282-4701
In service since 1979! Best Rates on the Island!

PDG

Mother’s Taxi & 
Delivery Service

Call 705-968-0405
or 705-348-2425

Serving Little Current and Surrounding Area

24-Hour Service 
Most Reliable & Punctual Taxi on Manitoulin

Manitoulin 
Small Engine & Marine
Quality Care

Call for an appointment
705-859-1639

SERVICING SNOWBLOWERS, 
SNOWMOBILES & ATVs

Island Doors

Garage Doors & Operators, Install and Repair
Serving all of Manitoulin Island

Phone 705-377-4133                Cell 705-207-4642

Ed Budge
Providence Bay,
ON, P0P 1T0

PDI CHARGES FROM $132 TO $440 AND FREIGHT CHARGES FROM $110 TO
$175 ARE EXTRA DEPENDANT ON MODEL. DEALER MAY CHARGE LESS.

  
a    

LITTLE CURRENT
705-968-0137

LEAVE THE DRIVING 
TO US!

ESPANOLA 
249-879-8799 OR 705-869-4972

AAI04TAXI@GMAIL.COM

NOW LICENCED FOR LIQUOR DELIVERY!

www.campbell-heating.com
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Located Downtown 
Little Current on the Main Street

17 Water Street East, Little Current
Mon - Sat: 9 - 5:30pm  
705-368-2150

Our gi�ware section has moved downstairs!

Keep cozy

servicesg servicesg servicesg servicesg servicesg

Want a
reprint of
a photo 
you’ve
seen in

the
Expositor?

Phone  
368-2744

Visa and
MasterCard
accepted

wanted�

livestock�

Sea Cadet Events

for sale$

rentals�

Wally’s Sept ic
Ser v ice 

& Portable
Toi le t Rentals

Phone: Phone: 
(705) 377-4032

Phone: 
(705) 377-4032
(705) 282-7501

Phone: 
(705) 377-4032
(705) 282-7501

Available
7 days 
a week!

WE HAVE A GREAT VARIETY OF STATIONERY ITEMS
Ink and Toner • Office Furniture 

Chairs •  File Cabinets
Open Monday to Friday - 9:00am - 5:00pm

705-368-2525

LAIDLEY STATIONERY 
& OFFICE FURNITURE

Located at 17 Campbell St. East, Little Current
info@laidley-stationery.ca
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TO ALL OF OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS

ON TOP OF THE HILL
1428B LAKESHORE RD. KAGAWONG, ON

705-282-CARS(2277)

Auto Care Centre

• Diagnostics 
• Tune Ups
• Tires 
• Suspensions 
• Brakes 
• Exhaust 

• A/C 
• Batteries 
• Safety Inspections 
• Wheel Alignments
• Motorcycle Service
• Self Storage Units

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:
As a result of the current COVID-19 Pandemic situation, 

all customers are requested to schedule appointments by 
telephone in advance.

705-282-2277
We are asking for keys to be left in the vehicle 
when dropping off and we will notify you when 

it is ready for pick up.

As we practice the physical distancing necessary, 
we are not offering seating indoors at this time. 

Seats are available outside if you must remain and wait. 

We thank you for your cooperation and understanding 
and we will continue to offer our services along 

with the protection we can for you as well as our staff 
during this time.

CARTER EXCAVATION
MINI EXCAVATION
DUMP TRAILER 7 TON
For all your mini excavation needs:
Trenching, water lines, lot clearing, stump removal, general landscaping

LITTLE CURRENT 705-968-0137
ESPANOLA 249-879-8799 ESPANOLA 705-869-4972

EMAIL: AAIO4TAXI@GMAIL.COM

Shuttle is now on-demand only
The Manitoulin Shuttle with links to Ontario Northland 
transportation will be on demand only at the present time. It 
will operate like the taxi service. Call and arrange your trip. 
Connections from the bus at the Espanola stop will bring 
you from Espanola directly to your door. 

Taxi Services available 6 am to 9 pm only.
Taxi, delivery and shuttle services are only available 
6 am to 9 pm until further notice. 

Pre-booking can be made if needed from 9 pm to 6 am.

New Rules
A maximum of 2 people per cab with all passengers in the 
back of the cab to allow physical distancing from your driver. 
A barrier has been created between the driver to backseat.  

Sanitation
All in One transportation vehicles are sanitized between 
each trip for your protection. New rules will keep physical 
distancing in place. We are doing everything we can to get 

you there safely. 

For more information please visit aaio.ca 

UPDATE TO SERVICE
Manitoulin Family
Resources offers programs to
support and promote positive
family relationships on
Manitoulin and the North
Shore. Violence against
Women Prevention Services:
Haven House Shelter,
Outreach Counseling Crisis
Line 705-377-5160; Toll Free
Crisis Line 800-465-6788;
Children's Services: Early ON
Child and Family Centre,
Little Current Child Care,
Mindemoya Child Care 705-
368-3400; Help Centre: Thrift
Shop & Food Bank 705-368-
3400; Administration 705-
368-3400.

Tfn

THE EXPOSITOR IS LEAV-
ING THESE NOTES FOR
HELPING ORGANIZATIONS
IN PLACE FOR ALTHOUGH
THE MEETINGS ARE SUS-
PENDED FOR THE TIME
BEING THE CONTACT
INFORMATION MIGHT
PROVE TO BE VALUABLE.

Parkinson's Disease
Support Group. For those
affected by the disease and
their caregivers, meetings will
be the third Thursday of every
month, 1:30 - 3:30 pm.
Mindemoya Public Library (at
the Municipal office building),
Mindemoya. Call Marilyn at
705-368-0756, Ext 238 if
there are any questions. All
welcome.

tfn

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome.
To receive adult or youth/par-
ent information on Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis, more
commonly known as Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome, or to vol-
unteer with our Association,
please contact: The Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis
Association of Ontario. Tel:
416-222-8820 or 1-877-632-
6682 (outside GTA) or write
to: Ste. 402, 170 Donway
West, Toronto, ON M3C 2G3.
Please visit our web site at:
www.meao.ca.

tfn

Is alcohol a problem? AA
may be able to help.
Meetings 7 days a week -
visit www.area84aa.org/man-
itoulin or call 705-674-6217
for more info.

Tfn

Are you concerned about
someone’s drinking? Al-
Anon has one purpose:
Welcoming, giving hope and
comfort to help family and
friends of alcoholics.
Changed attitudes can aid
recovery. Stepping Stones Al-
Alon Group: Thursdays at 7
pm in the library room at the
Missionary Church, 51 Young
Street, Mindemoya, 705-377-
4892/705-377-5138.
Espanola Al-Anon, Tuesdays
at 7 pm, Anglican Church,
213 Tudhope Street,
Espanola, 705-869-6595.

Tfn

Questions or concerns
about diabetes? We can
help. Please contact the
MHC Diabetes Training and
Care Centre. Individual and
group appointments available
with a registered nurse or
dietitian certified in diabetes
education. Clinics in Little
Current, Mindemoya, Silver
Water, Gore Bay and
Manitowaning. Please call
705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for
more information. Self-refer-
rals accepted.

Tfn

Gateway To Life Church
service schedule, Sunday
Morning Gateway Kids ages
4 to 12, 9 am to 10 am;
Sunday Worship, 10:30 am;
Tuesday Bible Study, 7 pm;
Wednesday The Gate Youth,
7pm. Affiliated with P.A.O.C.,
22 Vankoughnet street east,
P.O. Box 681, Little Current,
Ontario P0P 1K0. Pastor
Philip Hovi 705-368-0245,
email: office@gatewayto-
lifechurch.com

tfn

Codependents Anonymous
12-Step Meeting for healthy
relationships. Every Tuesday,
7 pm to 8:15 pm at the Elders’
Centre, Sheguiandah,
11108A Hwy 6. For more info
visit coda.org, email
codamanitoulin@gmail.com.
Facebook @codamanitoulin.

tfn

Whole grain, corn or rolled
by the bag. Call 519-804-
0441, extension 159 and
leave a message with your
order, to the attention, of
Lloyd Albrecht. Purchases
can be picked up at 15
McKechnie Road,
Tehkummah.

43-48c

8’ cedar fence posts and 12’
rails for sale. Call 705-859-
1301 and leave a message.

46-47c

Yearling and two-year old
limousin and Charolais bulls.
Call 705-859-3595 after 8
pm.

45-47c

Donate your old car or truck
or farm tractor, etc., or even
an old metal boat to our
church. We can send a truck
right to you to pick these up,
and in return you will receive
an income tax receipt for the
scrap value of your donation
to St. Bernard’s Church, Little
Current. Please, no smaller
items such as fridges, stoves,
hot water tanks, etc. Contact
Tony Ferro at 705-368-3066
or Jim Griffin at 705-859-
2289.

17tfn

Manitoulin Haweater Coins
wanted. Check your drawers,
shelves and closets, don’t
forget to look under the
couch. Looking for unwanted
Haweater coins dating
between 1968 to 2008.
Trying to complete a collec-
tion. Please email your
detailed list of coins and pric-
ing to
romanovichjohn@gmail.com
and I will get back to you as
soon as possible. Thank you
for your help, consideration
and time.

47-50p

Pasture for Rent— Available
for the 2020 season. Allan
Township, access off Range
A Sideroad (Maple Point
Road). Capacity for up to 50
cow/calf pairs or equivalent.
Long-term commitment pre-
ferred. Details by calling:
Peter at 705-348-0135.

47-48c

Apartment for rent. Quiet
affordable two-bedroom
duplex apartment. $825 plus
utilities. First and last
required, non-smoker. Leave
a message, 705-368-1859.

47-49c

Manitoulin Sea Cadets
Corps weekly parade is tem-
porarily suspended due to
COVID-19. For enquiries,
please contact 705-805-
0350.

tfn



usual. A walk in the yard
and phone call from Mollie
pretty well made my day.
Naps, n.c. Colleen phones.

Day 17: April 1, 2020, try-
ing not to be a fool.

A cute four-way skit on
TV at 3 am on what day it
is. Let alone what date! My
calendar always was
church Sunday, bingo Mon-
day, it let alone date! But
the time is going, and this
must be Wednesday
because I think the Exposi-
tor comes today!

We are such social
beings at what point will
we say, SCREAM! This
social isolation will be
hard on our mental health
and you front line workers
must be under an awful
stress! My prayers are out
there for you all.

Keep the faith!
“The journey is as

important as the destina-
tion!”

Day 17: I socially recre-
ated my affinity with
Mother Nature this April
Fool’s Day. Was a lovely
trick to play on this Island
of  ours. 11-degree temps,
bees buzzing in the snow-
drops and crocus, daf-
fodils working their
pointed stems through
last fall’s leaf  cover. 

Today’s calls: Sherry,
Helen, Mollie and Barb.
Today’s greatest ad on TV:
“for the first time in histo-
ry we can save the whole
human race by lying in
front of  the TV!”

It’s funny I guess, I kept
saying we are going to have
to go back. I was picturing
horse and buggy, but I was
thinking the electronic cul-
ture (which is no culture at
all) would be the thing that
would bring us down, elec-
tronics did too in the infor-
mation department but it
did give us a chance to pre-
pare (kind of) by this all
starting away from us. So,
if  there is any chance at
all. But this will certainly
change the way the world
thinks. No more chest beat-
ing saying ‘I’m boss, we
know who/what controls.’

No more complacency. Me,
as I watch from the side-
lines, I have lived already
33 years longer than I ever
expected. Feel saddened to
see all the folks being test-
ed as to their strengths and
courage. So many changes
yet to come. So, brace your-
self. But after we get over
all our suspicions, I think
we may come out more
thoughtful and kind and
for gosh sakes, I hope the
youth learn basic survival. 

I just had a delicious
garden pot supper! Lorna
brought in some fresh dug
parsnips. Put the pot of
water to boil, peeled and
sliced two good sized
parsnips, then added a big
carrot sliced and one pota-
to and one good sized

Call for groceries 
in the Mindemoya and M’Chigeeng areas 
and parcels between Manitoulin Island 

and Sudbury.
705-377-6222

 Wanted! AZ City Pickup & Delivery 
$3,000 Sign On Bonus!

Manitoulin Transport has the most extensive transportation 
network in North America, making it easy to provide 
dependable on-time delivery and faster transit times.

Sustained by its 60 years experience, Manitoulin developed 
the transportation knowledge that is relied on and trusted 

by clients in various industries.

This position would be responsible for daily P&D operations based 
out of Little Current. Must be physically fit. Must be polite and 
courteous with customers. The ability to use a forklift. A knowledge 
of the geographic area on Manitoulin Island would also be an 
asset. 2 years of experience, AZ Drivers Licence preferred, reliable, 
dependable, and hard working. Must be able to provide a criminal 
record check, drivers abstract and 3 work related references.

Competitive Wages, Sign On Bonus $3,000, Comprehensive 
Benefits Program, Profit Sharing, Opportunities for growth and 
advancement.

Please send resume to 
rpagan@manitoulintransport.com 
or call 1-800-265-1485 ext 84207 

or sstringer@manitoulintransport.com 
or 1-800-265-1485 ext 84434.

Thank you!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – MANITOULIN LEGAL CLINIC
OFFICE SUPPORT STAFF/BOOKKEEPER

The Manitoulin Legal Clinic provides free legal services to low income residents of the Manitoulin 
District. The Clinic is funded by Legal Aid Ontario and governed by a community- based Board of 
Directors. We are seeking a full-time Office Support Staff/Bookkeeper for a 12-month contract 
with possibility of renewal, reporting to the Executive Director.

The successful candidate will provide intake services, such as greeting clients, answering the 
telephone, assess client needs and financial eligibility, make appropriate referrals, prepare and review 
letters and documents, maintain records and perform other duties as required. Excellent computer 
and interpersonal skills are required.

Additional duties include the management of the clinic’s books of account, preparation of budgets and 
funding applications and regular financial reporting. Advanced experience in bookkeeping, proficiency 
in Microsoft Office and New Views accounting software are essential. Practical experience in Legal 
Aid Ontario’s Client Information Management System (CIMS) would be considered a strong asset.

In particular, the successful candidate must also have sound organizational and administrative skills, 
with the ability to prioritize tasks and the ability to work under pressure and effectively deal with low 
income individuals and vulnerable clients and the ability to provide services in a culturally respectful 
manner.

Experience in a community legal clinic or law office setting is beneficial. The successful candidate 
must have reliable transportation and access to a vehicle.

Compensation will be based on experience.
Interested candidates must apply by April 30, 2020 at 4:00 PM.

Applications including three (3) unrelated personal references and a valid CPIC including VSS should 
be submitted by mail to: 12 A Hillside Rd, Little Current, ON P0P 1K0 or by email to: shainm@lao.on.ca 
to the attention of the MLC Hiring Committee.

For a complete copy of the job description, please email: shainm@lao.on.ca

We thank all applicants for their submissions, however, only those selected for an 
interview will be acknowledged.
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Food Cupboard--The Gore
Bay United Church is contin-
uing this service during the
Covid-19 outbreak with some
changes. They will be open
noon to 3 pm on Thursdays.
Come to the side door (facing
McQuarrie Motors) and
knock. Food will be packed
and passed outside to you. If
you have questions, call 705-
282-2011. Messages are
checked daily. 

Tfn

CALL FOR PPE and 
SUPPLIES— The Northern
Ontario School of Medicine
and Ontario Medical
Association are looking for
donations of personal protec-
tive equipment and sanitiza-
tion supplies as part of an
effort to help protect our local
frontline healthcare workers.
If you are able to donate any
supplies to our frontline work-
ers or have any questions,
please contact one of our vol-
unteers for the Manitoulin
region at:
manitoulinppe@gmail.com.

47-49c

Death Notices

DAN DOUGLAS COLLINS
August 1, 1953 - April 1, 2020

In loving memory of Dan Douglas Collins who passed
away peacefully at the Manitoulin Health Centre at the

age of 66. Beloved husband of 39 years to Sue Collins.
Adoring father of his fur baby Sarge. Survived by his
siblings Patrick (Shirley) Collins, Robert (Yvonne)
Collins, Bonnie Collins and Lisa (Dave) Collins.
Predeceased by his parents Ray and Esther (nee Lance)
Collins. Lovingly remembered by his many nieces and
nephews. It was the winter of 1978 that brought us to this
beautiful Island on Georgian Bay. Dan was snowmobile
racing in Manitowaning. It was 40 below zero that
weekend, the sled wasn't running right and we snuck it
through the doorway of our motel room in Manitowaning
so we could fix it and race the next day. He loved the oval
track racing, on which he worked as a tech person with the
ISRF and the OSRF for 25 years. He judged such drivers
as Bruce and Gary Vessair from Honey Harbour and Chris
Vandoldher from Owen Sound and world famous Jacques
Villenueve. Travelling the circuit from Ontario to Valcort,
Quebec to Eagle River, Wisconsin, Dan was captain of
many boats. He enjoyed cruising every weekend through
the Trent Severn from Lake Ontario to Port Severn. Dan
took many holidays cruising small crafts in the channel of
Georgian Bay. Dan's career was his love for Auto Parts,
including performance engine building. He operated Auto
Parts North in Huntsville, Ontario for 42 years. He then
sold the business with hopes to retire. But he grew bored
of retirement, so he started Auto Parts North here in Little
Current. He will be sadly missed by many customers and
friends . At Dan's request cremation has taken place.

JANIS ANN ANNETT 
(NEE STEWART)

December 10, 1947-April 2, 2020

In loving memory of Janis Anne
Annett (nee Stewart), who passed

away suddenly, yet peacefully, at
home on April 2, 2020. Predeceased
by parents Jack and Ruth (Boyd)
Stewart and, of course, her idol Elvis
the King. Will be greatly missed by
her husband Carl and her loving

children Todd (Karen), Chris (Kristina) and Michelle
(Blair). Beloved step-mother of Teresa , Alex
(predeceased) and Paula (Phillip). Doting grandma of
Brett, Garret, Whittier, Keaton, Leighton, Rachel, Aiden,
Katherine, Kylie and great-grandchildren Olympia and
Zeke. We are comforted that she achieved most of her
life’s dreams; living in the country surrounded by family,
friends and, of course, her many beloved animals.  She
had a passion for flower gardening which was admired by
many. Despite her physical limitations, that did not
dissuade her from going on many adventurous journeys
with her beloved friends. She will be dearly missed by all
who were fortunate enough to have known her. Her
favourite quote was always ‘live, love and laugh.’ Let’s
keep doing that. A Celebration of her Life will be held at
a later date. Donations in memory of Janis can be made to
the Manitoulin Pet Save or Manitoulin Pet Rescue. 

KATHERINE MCKINNY

Katherine McKinny passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, March

31, 2020, in her 78th year. Beloved
wife of Mickey for over 32 years.
Katherine will be sadly missed by her
sons David (Suanne) Lindsay, Bruce
Lindsay, Perry (Sana) McKinny, Gary
(Gilles) McKinny and her

granddaughter Cynthia Lindsay as well as her brother Lorne
(Jessi) Cox. Predeceased by her parents Harold and
Catherine (Stevens) Cox, brother Herman (Elaine) Cox and
sister Joyce (Ken) Walsh. She will be fondly remembered
by John (Linda) Lindsay and family. Kathy grew up in
Timmins and, eventually, ended up in Sudbury where she
worked as a typesetter for the Northern Life (then known as
Sudbury Life) in the early 1970s. She worked as the
business manager for the SGA at Laurentian University. She
also ran computer systems for Jarvis Clark and Multi-Care
Systems and she spent time as director of the Sudbury
Industrial Training Academy at Cambrian College. Retiring
to the Island in the early 1990s, Kathy thoroughly enjoyed
all that Manitoulin had to offer, especially the people. Close
friends and family were drawn to her laughter, her smile and
her cooking. Kathy enjoyed fishing, golfing and gardening.
Kathy was a member of the Mindemoya United Church, the
Red Hat Society, the Sudbury Business and Professional
Women's Club, and the Police Association of Ontario
Ladies' Auxiliary where she served as director in 1983-
1984. The family would like to thank the wonderful people
of the Wikwemikong Nursing Home, Mindemoya Health
Centre and Manitoulin Lodge for their kindness and
support. As well, thank you Doctor O'Connor for your
constant care and attention for Kathy over the years. At
Katherine's request, there will be no visitation or funeral
service. Cremation has taken place. Memorial donations
may be made to the Mindemoya Hospital Auxiliary or the
Mindemoya United Church as expressions of sympathy and
may be made through www.SimpsonFuneralHome.ca.

GEORGE KEITH STERLING
June 9, 1939 – March 4, 2020

Our family is sorry to announce
the passing of our brother at

St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto
on March 4, 2020 in his 81st year.
Keith was predeceased by his
parents Arthur and Elsie (Beaudin)
Sterling, his sister Evelyn Sterling
Sloan, as well as sisters-in-law

Nancy (Shortt) Sterling, Susan (Redikop) Sterling, Diane
(Piche) Sterling and grand-niece Jessica Rose Piche. He is
survived by brothers Blair (Gladys) Sterling of Blind
River, Ontario, Gordon Sterling of  The Woodlands,
Texas, Wayne (Laura) Sterling of Devon, Alberta, brother-
in-law John Sloan of Fergus, Ontario plus a multitude of
nieces and nephews. Keith was a stationary engineer but
his free spirit led him to work at many and various
occupations in Elliot Lake, Sudbury, Toronto and
Winnipeg. Generous of nature, Keith was well liked by
staff and clients at Haven House in Toronto. He enjoyed
playing bingo and watching horse races. Cremation has
taken place. A family graveside memorial service will be
held on Manitoulin Island at a later date.

DEBORAH JOHNSTON
(CRANSTON)

On March 31, 2020, suddenly and unexpectedly,
Deborah Johnston (Cranston) passed away at home

with her loving husband, Kevin Johnston, at her side at the
age of 60.  Deb was a loving, supportive and devoted wife to
Kevin whom she loved with all her heart, as he did her. As a
mother to her adoring son, Michael and daughter-in-law
Dali, she was never shy to share how proud she was of them
and her love for them shone brightly. Her granddaughter
Kaia meant the world to her and she was anxiously awaiting
the arrival of her first grandson, whom she already loved
with all her heart. One of her most special relationships was
with her precious Belle, as there wasn't anything she
wouldn't have done for her. Words fail to describe how
dearly she will be missed. Memories of her love and
kindness will be cherished in their hearts forever.  Deb's
mother, Lillian and partner Bill, will miss her daughter very
much and especially their precious times together in Florida
and on Manitoulin Island. Deb was predeceased by her
father James Cranston and her brother Jimmy.  Her brothers
Ken (Sue), Kevin (Ginger) and their families loved her and
will miss her dearly. Her parents in-law, Angela and George
Villard and Reginald Johnston, are saddened and will miss
her very much.  Her aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces and her
many friends are all saddened by Deb's sudden passing and
she will be remembered fondly.  Deb had such a big heart
and always tried to see the good in people. She had an
infectious laugh and an open-door policy. People were
welcomed by her and she took the time to listen and lend her
hands often.  Deb's wish to be cremated will be followed at
a later date for a Celebration of her Life, when we can all be
gathered together.  Deb, you are missed and loved.

Memorial donations are gratefully appreciated and can be
made at the admitting office to the auxiliaries of the
Manitoulin Health Centre and the Renovation Fund in
both Mindemoya and Little Current and the Gore Bay
Manitoulin Lodge Auxiliary Incorporated, 3 Main Street,
Gore Bay, Ontario, P0P 1H0 and the Manitoulin
Centennial Manor  Fundraising or Manor Auxiliary, Postal
Bag 460, 10 Robinson Street, Little Current, Ontario, P0P
1K0. Donations can also be made to the Manitoulin
District Cenotaph Fund, Box 656, Little Current, Ontario
P0P 1K0 or Pet Save Manitoulin, Box 393, Gore Bay,
Ontario P0P 1H0.



onion. A bit of  butter and
seasoning about 15 to 20
minutes it was on my plate.
How easy and how good for
me.

Had a visit across the
road style with Mary and
Floyd Hopkin today when I
went for the mail. (We have
to commiserate on the
seclusion, right?)

Got a couple of  cute
cards, one is for a new baby,
congrats (it does have baby
bunnies on it, you just nev-
er know what isolation
may bring?) I got a good
laugh anyway.

Day 19: Another day
another dollar? Well,
maybe not! But a few
laughs, talking old times
with Nola Haner. What a
lovely surprise call from
her this morning. This
lady was creative and

imaginative over the years
with the fashion shows. We
all have good memories
and thank you for the com-
pliment!

A laugh always with Lyle
Dewar, this busy good-
hearted fella. Also, Cal, we
talk most days from our
isolation towers! I’m writ-
ing notes and letters today.
Lorna brings in Martin’s
sermons and Bible study
for me to read. As I’m writ-
ing, I have a heavy-like lead
cat cutting off  the circula-
tion in my leg and that
can’t be good? A phone call
from Doris Bayer this
morning, she sounds busy,
packing beef  away. I plant-
ed tomato seeds outside
this morning. Old seeds so
I’m taking a chance. Hey,
looking to the future too!

A call from Dr. Shukla’s
office, to call. 

Re-reading last week’s
obits and I had intended
extending sympathy to the
Finch family, especially old
friends Vicky and Rita. I
was thinking of  you. We
were, Sherry, too.

A phone chat with Earl
and Liz late this afternoon.
They are doing take-outs at
the restaurant on Satur-
days and Sundays. Call 705-
859-3000. They are doing
okay health wise, sounded
happy and that’s good! 

Sherry brought Tara and
I a lovely Easter rose, pret-
ty bi-coloured, mine, hers,
orange.

Day 20: “Prayer is a
mighty instrument not for

getting man’s will done in
Heaven, but for getting
God’s work done on
Earth.”  —Robert Law

A phone call from Derek.
Mackenzie’s temperature
is -20 degree and lots of
snow still and he’s still
hauling wood chips for T.P.
I wonder what’s up with
the hoarding?

Talk with Eileen, Betty
Jean, Susan, Kathy and
Terry. 

Ray dug out the rakes

LOG HOME IN GORE BAY
MLS 2083882

LAKE MINDEMOYA    
MLS 2077601  $309,000

PROV. BAY HOME
MLS 2083527 $367,900

KAGAWONG WATERFRONT
MLS 2084078 $429,000

SILVER WATER OASIS
MLS 2084216 $280,000

KAGAWONG INVESTMENT
MLS 2084215 $479,999

161AC.HIGHWAY 551 FARM
MLS 2084583 $339,000

Leanne Lewis
Sales Representative
705-626-5723
leannelewis@royallepage.ca

YOUR MUST-SEE LISTINGS

HERE IF YOU NEED ANYTHING

WELCOME TO 181 MAPLE LANE

13 ACS. HUNTING PROPERTY
MLS 2072562   $44,900

MINDEMOYA HOME 
MLS: 2080430 $269,000

LOT IN MANITOWANING
MLS 2084020 $59,900

HOME IN GORE BAY
MLS 2083603 $189,000

SPRING BAY HOME
MLS 2084099 $469,000

VACANT LAND WITH VIEWS 
MLS 2079073 $150,000

WATERFRONT LOT
MLS#2082049 $129,000

PRIME LAND!WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

NEW! SWEET INVESTMENT COMING TO MLS SOON

EVANSVILLE FAMILY HOME
MLS# 2084136 $249,900

SOLD!

Proudly presenting this one of a kind custom built home that offers elegance, comfort, and outstanding outdoor living all 
nestled on 2 acres of Lake Manitou waterfront on Manitoulin Island. Pride in ownership and attention to detail resonate 
throughout this 4,000 sq. foot home, and 1,000 sq. foot private guest cottage. Designed for family and entertaining, this home 
boasts an open concept living area centred around a grand stone wood-burning fireplace, a custom-built kitchen features 
soft cream lacquered finished cabinetry with glass doors and back-lit shelves, and a well-designed butler’s bay. The main 
floor features 2 bedrooms, 1 ensuite, and an additional bathroom. Downstairs you will discover a designers touch in this fully 
finished area with in-floor radiant heating, a large family and entertainment area with a custom bar, pool table an additional 
bedroom, office/crafts room and even work out space. Three sets of french doors throughout the home lead out to the main-
tenance-free wrap-a-round deck with stunning views. A huge flagstone waterfront patio with sunken fire pit and outdoor 
kitchen with stone built-in Napoleon BBQ complemented with a 10-foot wood harvest table is perfect for family evenings. 
This home is complete with a private detached over-height four-car garage and workshop area with a stunning two-bedroom 

apartment, perfect for family or guests! No detail was overlooked, this sought-after home has it all!
MLS®#: 2084067, Price: $1,099,500.00

MANITOWANING HOME
MLS 2077249 $599,000

TIME TO BUY

We want to take a moment and connect with you as the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
continues to impact our communities, our clients, friends and family.

The well-being and safety of our clients are our top priorities and will always be at the 
heart of every decision as we continue to service Manitoulin Island. We are here if you 
have any questions or concerns or need a helping hand. In times like these, 

we listen, we learn and we support each other.
Leanne Lewis

 FREE HOME EVALUATIONS 705-805-9059  jordansoldit.com

5C LIMIT ST. SHEGUIANDAH Once in a lifetime 
opportunity to own the original “Batman” home-
stead in the picturesque village of Sheguiandah.  
Complete with a large 27’x62’ garage/workshop. 
$319,900 MLS 2083997

63 THIRD AVE MANITOWANING Exceptional 
home that has a cottage getaway design, with all 
the features of a modern family home. Located 
in the peaceful community of Sunsite Estates, 
short drive to Manitowaning or Little Current. MLS 
2083358 $369,900

32 PENNIE AVE. TEHKUMMAH This 3-bedroom 
waterfront property has everything you’re looking 
for in a cottage home. Cozy up by the fireplace 
in the winter, or enjoy the beautiful view from a 
balcony overlooking the water in the summer. 
$299,900 MLS 2083463

REALTY TEAM BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

250 BAYSHORE RD. LITTLE CURRENT Absolute 
stunning waterfront property located 15 mins from 
Little Current. This year-round home has everything 
you could possibly need. $439,900 MLS 2075883

19 CAMPBELL STREET LITTLE CURRENT Excel-
lent commercial property located downtown Little 
Current. Two 1-bedroom apartments and retail 
storefront leased to Laidley Stationery. $349,900 
MLS#2084510

WASNAGE ROAD, MELDRUM BAY 293 acres 
located close to the core of Meldrum Bay. Prime 
hunting.  $158,000 MLS 2077437

MORTGAGEMORTGAGE
Relax and let us get you 

a better

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875    www.mortgagecentre.com

Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

Joel 
Glaude

Richard Glaude
M08003672

The Mortgage Centre

Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years

Spiritual Communion Prayer: Dear Jesus, You are in my
heart at this moment, as I know You have me in Your heart. I
receive Your spiritual guidance and love knowing that You are
with me in this spiritual food for the journey. The gift of the
Eucharist today is Your spirit that I receive spiritually. Lord I am
not worthy to receive You but only say the Word and I shall be
healed. My Jesus I believe that You are present in the most
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from
You.

Message for Holy Thursday: To see the Holy Eucharist as
food for the journey. At this time we receive the food spiritual-
ly. Now we move on to celebrate the sacrificial meal Jesus has
left us. Then we will carry the Body of Christ to the altar of
repose spiritually as we do at this time. There we can spend
time reflecting on the wonderous gift we have received and the
journey with Jesus that lies ahead of us.

Good Friday:As we come to Good Friday is to know in a deep
and intimate way that the suffering and death of Jesus has
redeemed the world. What brings us back each year to the rit-
uals that commemorate Good Friday. Jesus left us the
Eucharist as a pledge that He has not abandoned us to the
forces of evil. Good Friday reminds us of our darkness.

Easter: To commit to being a life-giver as Jesus was. Christ’s
resurrection fills us with joy. It also animates us to go beyond
being a believer. It asks us to do our Christianity and follow
Jesus in being a life-giver. It is neither  to believe in anyone ris-
ing from the dead, even ourselves, nor to live the helpful joy
giving life of a Christian, but let us pay an even closer attention
to the words of the liturgy of the Eucharist today and to allow
these words to speak Easter joy to our hearts, minds and
actions. At Easter it is the resurrection, it is new life, and we
pray and we hope that the dark times we are in today that we
will see the light. To see the light we need hope, we need faith
and we need wisdom.
Happy Easter to all. Amen

A message from Father George Gardner and St. Bernard’s
Roman Catholic Church

47-48p

spirituality�

HARASYM—In loving mem-
ory of our precious baby boy,
William James Morris
Harasym, who left us on
April 10, 2004.
In the golden street of
Heaven
As the happy children play,
Gentle Jesus watches o’er
them
Caring for them day by day.
We may find comfort know-
ing
In our Father’s home above,
Our William is happy
In the sweetness of His love.
Lovingly remembered by
mom Marilee, brother
Landen, sister Hailee,
Grandpa and Grandma
Harasym, Aunt Mallory and
Uncle Mitchell

47p

ALLEN—In loving memory
of Jeanette (Hembruff) Allen.
You are near even if we don't
see you.
You are in our hearts, our
thoughts and our life.
Always!
Love Stan and family

47c

in memoriam=

MORDEN 
LEESON 

MONUMENTS

705-859-3915
CELL: 705-223-3946
redlogshack@hotmail.com

real estate real estate
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real estate real estatereal estate
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Welcome back to Kids
(not presently) in the Hall! I
hope everyone has been
diligently washing your
hands. 

As of  Monday, April 6, a
new routine for students
and staff  began with online
classes. Distance learning
does bring its challenges,
but teachers and students
alike are learning how to
adapt to this new way of
schooling. Secondary
school classes are sticking
to a Day 1 (Monday or Fri-
day) schedule. Block A
classes begin at 9 am; Block
B at 10:20 am; Block C at
12:20 pm; Block D at 1:40 pm.
Teachers will be available
during these times for stu-
dents in their respective
classes through Google
Suites.

Each class could look dif-
ferent in terms of  how it is
set-up depending on the
teacher. Students will be
expected to mark their
attendance for each class.
The structure of  each class
could include pre-recorded
videos for lessons, activities
and instructions posted on
Google Classroom, or stu-
dents could have live video
conferences with their
teacher and fellow class-
mates through Google
Meet, or both. Students are
encouraged to speak with

their individual teachers if
they have any questions or
concerns about the online
set-up of  their classes, or
how things will progress.
The current plan is to have
approximately three hours’
worth of  work for each
class per week. Staff  and
teachers are currently
working out a plan for stu-
dents who do not have
access to the internet
and/or a device.

There will be no mid-
term reports issued for stu-
dents in Grades 9 to 11.
Grade 12 students who will
be graduating will be
receiving mid-term marks
to help support college and
university applications.
Teachers will be getting in
touch with students and
parents to communicate
how students are progress-
ing throughout the remain-
der of  the semester. 

Requirements to pass the
Grade 10 Ontario Second-
ary School Literacy Test
and the 40 hours of  commu-
nity service for Grade 12
students on track to gradu-
ate this year have been
waived. All EQAO assess-
ments for 2019-2020 have

been cancelled.
As for the elementary

school students, there is a
similar set up that has been
arranged for students. Last
week a letter from Educa-
tion Minister Stephan Lec-
ce was sent around to
schools and directed to par-
ents and guardians outlin-
ing the program and proce-
dures that will be involved
for their child’s online
learning. Parents and stu-
dents are encouraged to
check in with their RDSB
Google account, Seesaw or
other form of  communica-
tion used by their child’s
teacher to keep updated.
Distance learning for
Kindergarten to Grade 3
students will include five
hours per week of  math
and language; Grades 4-6’s
learning will include five
hours per week of  math,
language, social sci-
ences/science; Grade 7 and
8s learning will include 10
hours per week of  math,
language, social sciences
and science. 

Please regularly check
the Rainbow District

School Board website
(RainbowSchools.ca) and
RDSB Gmail accounts for
new information as things
progress. Do not hesitate to
contact your child’s teacher
or school if  you have any
questions or concerns. 

Great online resources
for at home learning for all
grades can be found on the
Ontario government web-
site or at 

Ontario.ca/page/learn-
at-home. The Rainbow Dis-

trict School Board website
also has good learning and
mental health resources for
parents and students.

As of  right now, schools
are scheduled to open May
4.

On a lighter note, this
weekend is Easter! I’m not
too sure if  the Easter Bun-
ny will have to social dis-
tance since he works alone,
but he will definitely be
washing his paws between
houses. An Easter joke for

you:
One Easter, a father was

teaching his son to drive
when out of  nowhere a rab-
bit jumped on the road.
Slamming on the breaks,
the son said, “I nearly
ruined Easter! I almost ran
over the Easter Bunny.” His
father replied, “It’s okay
son, you missed it by a
hare.”

Keep washing those
hands! Stay home and stay
well!

Until next time, “Dream
and Believe. Learn and
Achieve!”

and shovels and their family gathered up a lot of  leaves
out front and in my patio area, but I was not outside at
all. Margaret brought a gift of  moose burger and hung
on my door know. More thank yous for all my blessings.

Day 21: Finally, some rest, all this time on my hands
and until Saturday, 8 am I had been sleepless, 29 hours,
but today  I am rested again. My body does weird stuff
when it is overtired. (I think, I self-diagnosed!) 

Two calls this morning already from Pauline and
Sherry.

Who is starting 1,000-day project/puzzle? A lot of  folks
are doing puzzles. I’ve got some if  anyone runs out.

I have written so many cards and notes since yester-
day. My Lazee-girl has had a good work out. Actually, I
think I’m wearing it out? Come to think of  it, “Boy” com-
pany owes me for advertising.

Happy birthday today, Wednesday, April 8 to Skylar
and my cat Ginger, they are double (almost) birthdays.
Maybe I’ll make “kitty cupcakes.”

The Queen’s message was spot on. The Lamb who died
to save us is the Shepherd who lives to guide us. Easter
blessings to you all. Keep safe and happy and to all who
are fighting the good fight. Thank you so very very
much.

“The glory of  life is to love, not to be loved, to give, not
to get, to serve, not to be served.”

Cottage on beautiful lot
with sand beach at Michael’s
Bay, Tehkummah Township.
Propane heat. Includes fur-
nishings. $249,000.
Available immediately. 705-
859-2080 or 519-371-1236.

10tfn

Close to downtown Little
Current and hospital, two-
bedroom, one-bath, single
storey. Extra-large level lot.
Quiet neighbourhood.
$135,000. Contact for more
details,
LChouse4sale@yahoo.com.

47c

Little Current house for
sale! Affordable two-bed-
room, one-bathroom home in
Little Current. Extensive ren-
ovations including open con-
cept kitchen, new windows,
flooring, siding, insulation,
electrical, deck and more.
This quaint little home
comes with a nice garage,
large storage shed, paved
driveway and beautiful yard
all in walking distance to the
amenities of Little Current.
Call Shannon at 705-377-
7216 to view. Asking
$179,000.

47-48c
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real estate real estate

real estate

JORDAN CHANDLER
Broker of Record

705 968 0195
jordanchandler@live.ca

BARRY BARNES
Sales Representative

705 968 0688
barrybrealty@gmail.com

theislandbrokerage.ca

PLEASE STAY SAFE, MANITOULIN.

For a complete list of properties, please visit

Build your dream house  
or cottage:

Little Current Waterfront Lot - Asking $84,900 
MLS#2081877
Golf Course Lots (2) - Asking $54,900 
MLS#2080436
Campbell Bay with a View! - Asking $96,000 
MLS#2079244
Bass Lake Waterfront - Asking $79,000 
MLS#2072667
Lake Kagawong - Asking $109,000 
MLS#2084374

PARADISE ON LAKE MANITOU
MLS#2084714

ROCKVILLE ROAD COUNTRY HOME
MLS#2084673

$284,500

$369,900

MINDEMOYA EXECUTIVE HOME
MLS#2083324

GORE BAY COUNTRY HOME
ASKING $319,500 MLS#2084809

LAKE MINDEMOYA HOME
MLS#2084535

CENTRAL MANITOULIN RESORT
MLS#2083632

NEW PRICE $399,900

NEW

MMccLLaauugghhlliinn
Real Estate Brokerage

Inc.Manitoulin 
FOR LOTS OF PICTURES

VISIT www.manitoulinrealestate.ca
P 705 282 3196   F 705 282 2328

hugh@manitoulinrealestate.ca • ron@manitoulinrealestate.ca
Cell Hugh McLaughlin, Broker of Record, 705 282 7705 & Cell Ron Lane, Broker, 705 282 7241

VACANT WATERFRONT LOTS & ACREAGES
COOK’S BAY via Cook’s Dock Rd. 980.46 ft. 5.87
ac. $99,000 (MLS 2081814);   LAKE HURON via
Cedar Tree Tr. 150 ft. 5.3 ac. $45,000 (MLS
2083984);     ICE LAKE via Ice Lake Dr. 192 ft. 13.21
ac. $39,000 (MLS 2079212);    LAKE KAGAWONG
via Zullich Dr. 163 ft. 1.0 ac. $99,500 (MLS
2084337);    LAKE KAGAWONG  291 ft. 4.1 ac. via
Mud Creek Rd. $79,000 (MLS 2060462);     LAKE
MINDEMOYA  150 ft. 1.0 ac. via Monument Rd.
$99,000 (MLS 2083784).   

TOWN LOTS & ACREAGES
GORE BAY residential via Doc Strain Dr. 3.21 ac. &
services $42,000 (MLS 2083985);   GORE BAY rural
& residential via Fraser St. 3.0 ac. & services
$43,500 (MLS 2062357);   GORE BAY residential
via Hall St. 66 x 164 ft. & services $25,000 (MLS
2093356).    

COUNTRY LOTS & ACREAGES
BURPEE TOWNSHIP  via 1.4 km east of Misery Bay
Rd. 25 ac, $17,900;    GORDON TOWNSHIP via
Fourth Line 2.0 ac.  120 x 725 ft. $10,900 (MLS
2084638);     ALLAN TOWNSHIP via Scotland Rd.
200 ac. $149,500 

COUNTRY PROPERTIES
DAWSON TOWNSHIP surveyed 1.0 ac. w/camp
from portable classroom, operating hydro on site
$49,000 (MLS 2077148);    MILLS TOWNSHIP via
Union Rd. 100 ac.  w/off grid chalet cottage or
home, sauna, drilled well & more. $209,000 (MLS
2075613).

WATERFRONT PROPERTIES
LOON  LAKE CAMP via Hwy540 391 ft. 23 ac. site
cleared, 2 small cabins, privy, treated lake water,
services at lot line $97,000 (MLS 2083649);    ICE
LAKE COTTAGE via Ice Lake Dr. 200 ft & services,
2.67 ac., bed, bunkie, part bath $119,000 (MLS
2084155);     LAKE KAGAWONG via Mud Creek Rd.
347 ft. 2.45 ac.  200 sq. ft. off grid, think private
tiny camp $172,000 (MLS 2084570)    LAKE MAN-
ITOU COTTAGE via Rockville Rd. 60 ft. & services,
754 sq, ft. 2 beds, bath $149,000 (MLS 2084039).   

TOWN PROPERTIES
MELDRUM BAY 2 cottages, could be homes on
same lot, w/875 sq. ft & w/750 sq. ft. septic, drilled
well, services $89,500 (MLS 2077147);     SILVER
WATER house or cottage via Hwy540, 990 sq. ft. on
lot 120 x 330 ft. 2/3 bush, 3 beds, bath $59,000
(MLS 1019085);    GORE BAY via Meredith St.  in-
come building 4320 sq. ft. over 2 floors w/garage,
retail space, 2 apartments on Blacksmith Corner
$119,000 (MLS 2084336),

AFFORDABLE COTTAGE, on Ice
Lake,  near Gore Bay in private
setting of beautiful old growth
maples, 200 ft. frontage, 2.67 ac.
w/hydro & year round access by
the residents. Bungalow  w/bed-
room, living room, kitchen & 3 pc.
bath plus spacious deck, Scandi-
navian bunkie, large privy & shed.
Gently sloping landscaped lot to
waters edge. Call Ron Lane 705
282 7241   $119,500   (1460)

Stay Safe!
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...Tehkummah Talk
...continued from page 25

Rachael
Orford
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EXCEPTIONAL  
WATERFRONT ESTATE 

-

-

-

DOUBLE WATERVIEW LOT -

-

LACLOCHE MOUNTAIN RESORT ON CHARLTON 
LAKE IN WHITEFISH FALLS!!

LAKE MANITOU WATERFRONT ACREAGE

2 + 1 BDRM COUNTRY HOME

VACANT LOT FOR SALE IN PROVIDENCE BAY -

www.rolstons.com
Trademark owned or controlled by the Canadian Real Estate Association. Used under license.

Little Current 
Head O�ce
26 Meredith St East

1-800-461-0123 or 
(705)368-2381

Mindemoya 
Branch O�ce

2218A Hwy 551

705-377-4531

162 ACRE WATERFRONT ESTATE

-

-
-

HUNTING ACREAGE IN SPRING BAY AREA

EAST MANITOULIN WATERFRONT HOME

-

HARDWOOD ACREAGE 
-
-

-
 

EXCEPTIONAL ACREAGE SITE
-
-

 
ONLY $3000 DOWN – Owner Willing to Hold a 
Mortgage -

 
BUILDING LOT -

 

25 ACRE PROPERTY WITH YEAR ROUND ROAD 
ACCESS & 2 BDRM COTTAGE!!

-

 

-

-
 

TEHKUMMAH AGRICULTURAL ACREAGE -

-
 

MILLS ROAD ACREAGE -
-

 
LAKE MANITOU WATERFRONT ACREAGE - De-

-
-

-
 

LOWER SLASH
-

SOUTH BAY MOUTH -

LAKE MANITOU WATERFRONT COTTAGE OR HOME 

-

HIDDEN GEM ON MANITOULIN ISLAND -

SOUTH BAYMOUTH -

-

LAKE MANITOU WATERFRONT ACREAGE

-

READY TO BUILD LOT IN SUNSITE ESTATES ON 
MANITOULIN ISLAND

YEAR ROUND VICEROY WATERFRONT HOME ON 
LAKE MANITOU

-

BUILDING LOT

LOG CABIN ON LAKE MANITOU! -

JUST LISTED

COUNTRY CHARMER!

NORTH CHANNEL WATERFRONT COTTAGE- Out-
-

-

SOLD

Melissa Nicholson
Sales Person

Cell: 705-282-7738

Jennifer Hooper
Sales Person

Cell: 705-862-1002

Tim Fenerty, 
Broker

Evenings 705-377-7216

Bob Watson, 
Sales Person 

Evenings 705-859-3375

Steve Rolston, B.A.
Broker of Record

Evenings: 705-348-2381

Al Rolston, 
Sales Person 

Evenings 705-368-2381

Al Frank, 
Sales Person 

Evenings: 705-859-3297

Alan Mihelchic
Sales Person

Cell: 705-282-4602

Jeffrey Alan Wright
Sales Person

Evenings: 705-501-7274

Rob Norris
Sales Person

Cell: 705-968-0030

EXCEPTIONAL WATERFRONT ACREAGE
-

FANTASTIC BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!!

-

-

-

INCREDIBLE VISTA -
-

SOUTH BAY WATERFRONT LOT

LARGE WATERFRONT ACREAGE!!

SOLD
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Head Office: 24 Water Street, PO Box 202, Little Current, ON, P0P 1K0
(705)368-2271 or 1-800-368-6855

Branch Office: 43B Meredith Street, Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0 • (705) 282-8585
To View All Listings Visit WWW.MANITOULINPROPERTY.COM

300 ACRES - 300 acres on the west end of Manitoulin 
Island in a desirable recreational area. Level land that 
is mainly treed. There is legal access off Burnt Island 
Road over an unmaintained road on a road allowance. 
$190,000. MLS#2083406

SERVICED BUILDING LOT - Ready to build! This lev-
el, serviced lot is ready for your home or rental. Quiet 
neighbourhood, in central location, within walking dis-
tance to downtown, school, park & waterfront. Ideal 
for a small retirement home. $30,000. mls#2084855

WELCOME HOME TO PARADISE! Maintained private 
island cottage with all amenities & equipment includ-
ed.  Main cabin boasts 2 bedrooms, full bath with 
claw foot tub, kitchen, dining room, living room with 
propane stove & enclosed porch to enjoy your view. 
$385,000. MLS#2080359

GORE BAY HARBOUR FRONT - Executive Tudor style 
home located on the Bay. This 2980 sq ft home offers 
3 bedrooms 3 bathrooms 3 fireplaces with sunken 
dining room,  and sweeping staircase from the foyer. 
Cedar shake roof with brick and stucco surrounding 
the home. Large 3 car garage allows access to the 
basement that is designed as a wood working shop 
with built in dust collection. $489,000. MLS#2075512

GORE BAY - Almost 250 feet of frontage and approx. 
3.5 acres near the harbour in Gore Bay. The subject 
lot is currently zoned Residential, however it did not 
receive a Record of Site Condition from environmen-
tal testing. Therefore it cannot be used for residential 
purposes in its current condition. Industrial or com-
mercial uses are possible pending rezoning approval. 
(Water and sewer service connection will be provided 
by the Seller before closing, and a severance will be 
required.) $65,000 MLS#2084719

McGREGOR BAY - Charming cottage on a private island 
offers a boathouse, dock, workshop, bunkie & main cot-
tage. Main cottage with 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen, 
eating area, living room with large windows, & large stone 
fireplace. Includes a bunkie with 2 sleeping areas & a half 
bath & outdoor shower. Workshop, boathouse, boats/mo-
tors & furnishings! $389,000. MLS# 2062746

SILVER WATER ACREAGE - 100 acres of recreational 
property near Silver Water. Fronts on a fully maintained 
township road. Short distance to Cook’s Dock which 
has a public boat ramp. Mostly treed with an entrance 
in place. Great price of $80,000. MLS#2083407

GORE BAY Wonderful family home with 2+1 bedrooms 
& 3 full baths. Fireplaces on both levels. Upgrades in-
clude all windows (except 4), new laminate flooring 
(entrance-way, living room, dining room - 2016), in-
sulated garage doors, roof (2017). Functioning ceiling 
radian t heating system. $249,000. MLS#2072795

RARE LAKE MANITOU - One of kind waterfront prop-
erty! 2.5 acre level lot on a point (670 ft. of frontage), 
offering east to south-west views. On the south side 
is a sand beach and on the east side is a natural boat 
ramp beside a nice limestone shoreline. Hydro ser-
vice in place. 3 bdrm cabin (approx. 680 sq.ft.) can 
provide short and long term benefit, plus a trailer. A 
place to stay while you develop this amazing property! 
$339,000. MLS#2084411

Chris Bousquet, 
Broker of Record 
705-368-2271

Jeff Graham, 
Salesperson
705-282-4647

Mathieu Page, 
Salesperson
705-207-1282

Scott McDougall, 
Salesperson
705-210-0044

Lee-Ann Ferguson, 
Salesperson
705-968-0602

Abbie Drolet, 
Salesperson
705-368-2271

Why local matters?
In an uncertain time like this, Islanders do what we have always done.  We pull 

together and support each other.  Stay safe and stay home!  We continue to work 
for you by phone and email.  Supporting our community for over 50 years.

HOME ON 50 ACRES - Quiet country home. An unfin-
ished upper level is ready to be your dream master 
suite, with bathroom plumbing roughed in. 2 bed-
rooms on the main floor, along with an open kitchen/
living room area. Drilled well with new jet pump & foot 
valve.  All mechanical equipment is easily accessible in 
the clean, dry basement. Detached garage with plenty 
of room for all your projects. $229,000. MLS#2082083

5.45 ACRE RETREAT - 5.45 acre lot located South of 
Little Current. Great hunt camp or nature lovers retreat 
as it is private and close to Perch Lake. Private gated 
driveway. The lot has a 22 foot trailer, storage shed and 
fire pit. $28,900. MLS#2083380

PRIVATE ISLAND RETREAT - Your own private island 
is waiting for you in McGregor Bay. This charming cot-
tage sits on 4.7 acres of land, and is located on the 
desirable south shore. In the cottage you have an open 
concept kitchen and living room and 1 bedroom. Out-
side you have a deck connecting you the bath house. 
Plenty of room to expand! $400,000 MLS#2084111

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! This turn key 
Restaurant sits along the Blue Jay Creek and is ready 
for a new family.  All restaurant furniture & fixtures in-
cluded, seating for 80. 16 Acres of land. Successfully  
operated for 27+ years! $329,900. MLS#2064232

BAY ESTATES - Recently built bungalow perfect for 
year round living set on private 3/4 acre lot.  Open 
concept layout loaded with upgrades including stain-
less steel kitchen appliances, hardwood and porce-
lain floors, pot lights, custom door and window trim, 
efficient European heating, 200 amp service, metal 
roof and much more.  Full foundation offers plenty of 
storage. Septic system designed to accommodate ad-
ditional full 2nd bathroom.  $258,888.

2080417

SOLD!

Tim Fenerty, Broker  
705-377-4531 days   
705-377-7216 evenings
705-210-0348 cell  
timfenerty@hotmail.com

For more information on 
the ads below please call 

the Mindemoya office

4 BDRM HOME WITH SAND BOTTOM WATER FRONT!! - 
This beautiful 1400 sq. ft home is located in a park setting on 
the north shore of Lake Mindemoya on leased land. The lease 
is generally 5 years in length & is to be negotiated with land 
owner. This home is used year round & has plenty of sand 
beach shoreline along the waterfront. Lake Mindemoya has 

restaurants are close by. Rent is much cheaper than taxes. 

FANTASTIC BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!! - Known as 

-
is a resort trailer park directly behind this great commercial 

LARGE VACANT BUILDING LOT ON A YEAR ROUND 
ROAD!! - This property is 1.3 acres on the outskirts of Es-

ELEVATED SUNRISE VIEW OVER BEAUTIFUL LAKE 
MINDEMOYA!! - Large 2 1/2 acre lot with almost 150 ft of 

VISTA WITH A WOW!! - Reminiscent of a fjord in Norway or 
-

bour from the top of the East Bluff at the mouth of the bay 
& facing directly west for beautiful Carribean style sunsets & 
the famous La Cloche Mountains in the distance across Lake 
Huron`s North Channel. This one acre property is located on 

-
-
-

bath/shower. The double garage which is fed with 200 amps 
of hydro & comes with an attached ATV garage & an exercise 

EXTREMELY HIGH QUALITY 3 BDRM HOME WITH 
NICE VIEW OVER LAKE MINDEMOYA!! - This beautiful 

found at the top of a spectacular oak stair case. The mani-

DOUBLE LOT FOR SALE IN PROVIDENCE BAY - Walk-

-

the roof was triple painted with a rubber sealant. There is a 
new 10 x 10 shed on one the other lot allowing for extra stor-

SOUTH FACING 2 BDRM FOUR SEASON WATERFRONT 
COTTAGE OR HOME ON SOUTH BAY ONLY 15 MINS 
FROM THE FERRY!!
bald rock frontage and comes adorned with beautiful white 

-
lated garage. The cottage comes turn-key with all furnishings 

2.77 ACRE VACANT LOT ON LAKE MINDEMOYA!! - This 

minutes from the Town of Mindemoya which consists of such 

25 ACRE PROPERTY WITH YEAR ROUND ROAD AC-
CESS & 2 BDRM COTTAGE!! - Located on Union Road 
only 30 mins from the amenities of Mindemoya & only 15 
most contents included and is also adorned with a brand new 

SUCCESSFUL AUTO REPAIR AND 
BODY SHOP BUSINESS IN DOWN-
TOWN GORE BAY!!

maintenance free. The building is currently 
housing an auto repair shop in the back half 
of the building and an auto body shop in the 
year for the 19 years it has existed and 
continues to grow with plenty of opportunity 
to expand and grow especially with spin-off 
type business such as used car sales/rent-
the list goes on and on. The seller is willing 
a clean bill of health on one that was done 
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